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Planting season is upon us all, I hope this newsletter finds you well and BUSY! It's crazy to have 
to worry about snow this late in the spring, but here we are. I want to say how much I appreciate 
each and every one of you for getting up each day and getting things done. You all are great to 
work with, and I've been blessed to be surrounded by folks so eager to learn.

Keep Growing, 

Abby Heidenreich 



Here are a few of the things going on around Orange County:….. 

Timber Management- Abby is working on putting together a Timber Management workshop on June 4th, if you 
have any topics you'd like to see featured please let Abby know. See flyer! 

Harvest of the Month - Every month, Abby teaches a Harvest of the Month lesson either in person or virtually at all 
the elementary schools in Orange County. You can view the videos she made that go with the lessons on the Purdue 
Extension - Orange County YouTube Channel!

Orange County 4-H Fair: We are on track for a normal fair this year! July 9th-16th at the Orange County 4-H 
Fairgrounds you'll be able to see in person livestock shows, view projects and more! We look forward to seeing 
everyone at the 2021 fair!

Transition Planning: I'm working on putting together a program for farms that are hoping to pass down operations 
to next generations. I know of several in Orange County who would benefit from this type of thing so please start 
thinking about how you're going to approach keeping that farm in your family.

In the Works 

If you can’t tell by reading this 
page, I want to hear from you!!

Let’s have a conversation 
about Orange County Agricul-
ture. Call me at 812-723-7107

or stop by the Exten-sion 
Office at 205 E Main Street in 

Paoli.  



Spring Planting Recipes 



Edible Perennials
By Dora Wood, Chippewa Valley Master Gardener Volunteer

With events causing major changes to our daily lives, some folks are beginning to think about becoming more self 
sustaining or ways to plant and grow their own food or how they might reduce their food budget.  For many years, I have had a 
passion for edible perennials. Perennials are plants which come up year after year. You plant them once and enjoy their bounty 
for years.

Edible, of course, means certain parts, and sometimes even the whole plant, are safe to eat. You may think that 
planting a perennial garden sounds expensive. It can be, but doesn’t need to be; especially if you start small. Many of my plants 
I’ve started from seeds, which are quite reasonable compared to purchasing as a potted or mature plant.  Some edibles are 
even free, as in the case of the common dandelion, and if your yard is anything like mine, they may already be prolific. The 
entire dandelion plant is edible:  leaves, root, and flower. I could write an entire article on the uses and benefits of just the 
common dandelion. Gradually, little by little, year by year, I have added to my edible perennial collection and I now currently 
have over 50 different edibles, purposefully, growing around my yard.

You may say, “I don’t want or have space for a garden plot in my yard”, or “What will my neighbors say?” However, 
what many people do not realize is it that many edible perennials are not only “edible” but very beautiful and can be wonderful 
enhancements to your landscape. Take for example the Rosa Rugosa bush rose. This is a native rose, not the hybrid tea rose 
you might be used to seeing. Due to being a native, it has more pest and disease resistance. It is also a beautiful flowering 
shrub that just happens to have wonderful large rose hips left behind, when the flowers fade, that are edible and great for 
making teas. Adding perennials around your home can add curb appeal and functionality to your yard. Besides, who wouldn’t 
mind a little less lawn to mow?

Herbs are probably the most commonly identified edible plant. Herbs also have additional benefits beyond the culinary 
arts, such as pest control properties and high disease resistance. Some perennial herbs that I grow are: chives, garlic chives, 
mint, sage, thyme, stinging nettle, lemon balm, lovage, salad burnett, chamomile, lavender, oregano, and sorrel. Add some 
lovage (celery flavor), salad burnett (cucumber flavor), a little chives (onion flavor) to your fresh greens from the garden. Wow! 
What a salad!  The second most commonly thought of edible perennials are likely the larger edibles, like trees. I happen to 
have apple, pear, plum, cherry, and hazelnut trees growing in my yard. A fresh pear, right off the tree is so awesome. Not 
everyone has the desire or yard space for trees and they take a few years to begin fruit production, yet think of your favorite 
fruit and consider the possibility of planting your own.

Often people do not know that many flowers are edible and most are extremely easy to grow. As you look over the 
following list of edible flowers I have growing, you’ll notice some you can probably get from a friend or neighbor, others are 
native and still others may be considered weeds. My flower list includes: lilacs, day lilies, Echinacea, dandelion, columbine, 
clover, bee balm, lavender, peony, phlox, and poppies. All of these have edible flowers.

That brings us to my favorite edible perennial family, berries. Most everyone enjoys fresh June strawberries, the ever 
prolific rhubarb, asparagus and raspberries. What you may not know is there are many, and I mean many, other edible shrubs 
and berries available to grow in our area. Personally, I have: grapes, kiwi, aronia, jostaberries, gooseberries, strawberries, 
raspberries, elderberries, goji berries, lingonberries, honeyberries, cranberries, currants, and wintergreen.

A couple other common edible perennials are asparagus and rhubarb. Oh, and let’s not forget for the beer enthusiast, 
hops.

Edible perennials can be strategically planted together using integrated pest management techniques. This allows for 
the plant to work together for the health of your yard and garden. For example, I plant my chives and onions, near or 
underneath my fruit trees. Many pests do not like the allium (onion) family and will keep their distance, saving me time, energy 
and money in caring for my fruit trees. I harvest some of the chives for myself; leave others to flower. They have a beautiful 
flower and the blossoms provide food for beneficial insects, which also help keep the undesirable pests away. It’s a win-win 
situation for all of us; me, the beneficial insects, my plants and fruit trees. I hope you take some time to consider the 
possibilities of adding edible perennials to your garden or landscape.

Happy Growing!



Periodical Cicada In Indiana
Clifford S. Sadof, Extension Entomologist

In Indiana most broods of the periodical cicada appear once every 17 years. However, two broods come out every 13 years. Periodical cicadas 
are usually referred to as “17-year or 13-year locusts.” They are about 1-1/2 to 2 inches long and have black bodies, reddish legs, wing 
margins, and eyes.

LIFE HISTORY
Cicadas have an interesting life cycle. They appear in the last part of May and during June. The incessant cadence of high-pitched, shrill 
sounds announces their presence. Only the males make this noise. It is produced by vibrating membranes on the underside of the first 
abdominal segment. The females have no sound-producing organs. A female cicada has a knife-like organ that she uses to slit or puncture 
twigs of woody plants in which she lays her eggs. In about 6 weeks, the eggs hatch, and the nymphs drop to the ground, dig into the soil, and 
feed by sucking sap from tree roots.

Females will only lay eggs in twigs between 3/16” and 7/16” in diameter. At the end of 13 or 17 years, depending upon the brood, the nymphs 
come out of the ground. They crawl up tree trunks, posts, or other objects, shed their last shell, and emerge as winged cicadas. These adults 
live about one month. During this time they mate, and each female lays 400-600 eggs. Cicadas are abundant only in areas where trees 
harbored the eggs of the previous generation. Cicadas can be very numerous in some areas and absent in woodlots nearby.

DAMAGE TO TREES AND SHRUBS
While some people consider the mass emergence of cicadas one of nature’s many wonders, others find it a nuisance. In urban areas, heavy 
infestations can make the sidewalks and roads slick with dead insect carcasses. In fruit orchards and nurseries, cicadas can seriously damage 
young trees whose main stems and branches are between 3/16” and 7/16” diameter. Female cicadas cause damage when they puncture or 
slit the twigs of trees and shrubs to lay their eggs. Infested branches appear as if the eggs have been stiched in by a sewing machine. These 
branches will turn brown, die, and sometimes break off. Female cicadas have been reported to lay eggs on over 200 woody tree species and 
are common on oak, hickory, flowering fruit trees, mountain ash, and grape.

CONTROLLING ADULT CICADAS
Cultural Control: The first step in managing cicadas is to familiarize yourself with their expected emergence periods. These are listed in Table 
1. In this way, you can avoid damage by good planning. When possible, avoid planting new trees in the fall before or during the spring that
cicadas will emerge. This could be especially helpful in fruit orchards or woody plant nurseries. Also, delay pruning until the cicadas have
disappeared. The injured branches can then be removed after cicadas have stopped flying. Small trees and shrubs (<10’ tall) can be protected
by covering them with no larger than 1/2” mesh screening for the 6-weeks that adult cicadas are present. In most cases, with the exception of
densely planted orchards or nurseries, netting is more cost effective than spraying insecticides.

Biological Control: There are many natural enemies of cicadas. Birds, and squirrels will feast on cicadas during a mass emergence. However, 
the large number of cicadas are likely to outstrip the capacity of these animals to control the problem.

Chemical Control: Although not as effective as netting, applications of pesticides during adult flight can substantially reduce injury to small 
trees. Pesticides are not recommended to protect large trees. If you choose to use pesticides to protect your small trees, you will need to apply 
them every 3-4 days to prevent injury or every 7-10 days to reduce injury. The labeled pesticides will kill beneficial insects and likely result in a 
spider mite problem that will need to be managed fo the rest of the season. Several insecticides can be used by homeowners to protect 
ornamental and fruit trees, and shrubs. Their active ingredients (commonly available product names) are as follows: • Zeta-cypermethrin 
(GardenTech Sevin) • Gamma-cyhalothrin (Spectracide Triazicide for Lawns and Landscapes Concentrate) • Permethrin (Bonide Eight)

Plants At High Risk For Damage By Cicadas: Maples, Serviceberry, Chestnut, Katsura tree, Redbud, Fringe tree, Dogwood, Cotinus, 
Cotoneaster, Hawthorn, Cockspur, Ash, Witch-hazel, Apple, Crabapple, Hophornbeam, Sourwood, Cherries, Peaches & Plums, Oaks, Roses, 
Mountain Ash, Basswood, Elmwood, Weigela

Plants With Moderate and Low Susceptibility To Cicada Damage: Hollies, Golden Chain Tree, Corktree, Birch, Hornbeam, Magnolia, Cedar

Be a Cicada 
Tracker!
https://

www.purdue.edu/
hla/sites/master-
gardener/citizen-

scientist-volunteer-
projects/



Reader’s Digest—
Just How Surprising Was the Prospective Plantings Report for 

Corn and Soybeans?

The USDA released the 2021 Prospective Plantings report on March 31st.  The report indicated that U.S. farmers intended to 
plant 91.444 million acres of corn and 87.6 million acres of soybeans this year.  The market reaction to the release of the report 
was stunning, with both corn and soybean futures increasing the daily allowable limit.  The purpose of this article is to provide 
historical perspective on the magnitude of the corn and soybean acreage surprises contained in last week’s Prospective 
Planting report.  The analysis complements that found in a farmdoc daily article (April 5, 2021) earlier this week.

Analysis
The first step in the analysis is to define what we mean by an acreage “surprise.”  Simply put, this is the difference between the 
average market expectation for planted acreage before the Prospective Plantings report is released and the USDA estimate of 
planted acreage released in the report.  Market expectations are collected by news services like Bloomberg and Reuters and an 
average of the expectations is often used by traders and academics alike to represent the market consensus before an 
important USDA report is released.  We use a series of average market acreage expectations before Prospective Plantings 
reports over 1983-2021.  Because the level of corn and soybean acreage has increased over time, the percentage difference 
between average acreage expectations and USDA estimates is used for the analysis.

Figures 1 and 2 show planted acreage surprises for corn and soybeans, respectively, over 1983-2021.  Note that a positive 
percentage surprise is considered bearish because this implies that the USDA acreage estimate is larger than the average 
market expectation, and vice versa.  Notice how close the average market surprise is to zero for both corn and soybeans.  
There is a slight bias to bullish acreage surprises in soybeans (-700k acres), but this is insignificantly different from zero.  From 
a statistical standpoint, the data indicate that the average market surprise is equal to zero.  This makes logical sense because a 
significant non-zero surprise would represent a contradiction.  If a surprise is truly a surprise, then positives and negatives 
should balance out over time.

In order to get a sense of the volatility of acreage surprises over time, Figures 1 and 2 include plus/minus one standard deviation 
bands around the average.  Since the standard deviation of surprises is similar for the two crops (2.0 percent for corn and 2.3 
percent for soybeans), the one standard deviation bands are quite similar.  In both cases, most of the surprises are between 
plus/minus two percent.  These bands are helpful in assessing the magnitude of the 2021 planted acreage surprises for corn and 
soybeans.  The 2021 surprise for corn of -2.2 percent is just outside the standard deviation band, while the 2021 surprise for 
soybeans of -2.7 percent is just inside the band.  While both are large from a historical standpoint they are certainly not outliers.  
The 2021 surprise for corn is the third largest bullish surprise of the last 39 years and the surprise for soybeans is only the sixth 
largest bullish surprise.

The analysis so far is consistent with idea that the Prospective Plantings report was a bullish event for corn and soybeans this 
year.  However, the level of the corn and soybean bullish surprises do not seem to line up with the explosive price moves 
following the release of the report.  

Scott Irwin
Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics, University of Illinois
April 7, 2021 farmdoc daily (11):55



Want to learn more? Contact  Abby at the Extension office! 812-723-7107 

The first step in reconciling the corn and soybean acreage surprises and the price moves is found in Figure 3, which shows the 
relationship between the surprises for the two crops over 1983-2021.  The chart is divided into four quadrants based on the 
market impact of the respective market surprises.  The upper right quadrant contains observations where both corn and soybean 
surprises are positive/bearish, the lower left quadrant contains observations where both surprises are negative/bullish, and the 
other two quadrants contain opposite surprises.  Most of the observations land in the two mixed quadrants, which makes sense 
because of the substitution relationship between corn and soybean planted acreage in much of the U.S.  This is reflected in the 
negative slope of the estimate regression line between the corn and soybean planted acreage surprises.  However, the overall 
relationship is not strong, with an R2 of only 0.19.  In particular, there are a 10 observations in the lower left quadrant where both 
the corn and soybean acreage surprises are negative and bullish.  It is noteworthy that 2021 is the most extreme example of 
both acreage surprises being bullish.  This suggests that the key to understanding why prices reacted so strongly to the release 
of the Prospective Plantings report is the combined total of corn and soybean acreage, not necessarily the totals for each crop 
individually.

Figure 4 presents the combined acreage surprise for corn and 
soybeans over 1983-2021.  This is computed by taking the 
difference between the combined market expectation for corn 
and soybean planted acreage and the combined USDA estimate 
(we don’t simply sum the two separate surprises).  Once again 
the average for the combined surprise is near zero, but the one 
standard deviation band is narrower reflecting the offsetting 
tendency of corn and soybean acreage surprises.  The combined 
surprise in 2021 is -2.5 percent and the largest bullish surprise of 
the last 39 years.  The only comparable bullish surprise is -2.3 
percent in 1984.  Further perspective is provided in Figure 5, 
which shows the same combined surprises in acres rather than 
percent.  The 2021 combined surprise is -4.5 million acres, and 
this is the largest bullish or bearish surprise of this type since 
1983.  This helps reconcile the huge upward move in corn and 
soybean prices after the Prospective Plantings report.  The 
market reacted as much to the surprise in the combined total of 
corn and soybean planted acreage as the individual surprise for 
either crop.

Implications
Last week’s USDA Prospective Plantings report sent shockwaves through the corn and soybean markets.  Futures prices for 
both crops did not take long after the report was released to move up the daily allow limit, a very unusual occurrence.  In this 
article, we provide historical perspective on the magnitude of the corn and soybean acreage surprises contained in last week’s 
Prospective Plantings report.  The analysis shows that corn and soybean acreage surprises for this year’s report are large from a 
historical standpoint, but they are certainly not outliers.  The 2021 surprise for corn is the third largest bullish surprise of the last 
39 years and the surprise for soybeans is only the sixth largest bullish surprise.  The key to understanding the market reaction to 
the Prospective Plantings report is the combined estimates for corn and soybean acreage.  The combined surprise in 2021 is -2.5 
percent and the largest bullish surprise of the last 39 years.  In acreage terms, the 2021 combined surprise is -4.5 million acres, 
the largest bullish or bearish surprise since 1983.  This is what supercharged corn and soybean futures prices after the report.

A key issue moving forward is whether estimates of the combined total of corn and soybean planted acreage will increase in 
future USDA reports, the first of which is the June Acreage report.  Future farmdoc daily articles will investigate whether historical 
patterns provide any clues as to the likelihood of this happening.



Spring Pasture Management Impacts Overall Production

Yes, it’s getting to be that time of year — new spring green growth!  The cows start complaining about eating hay and bellowing when they hear 
my voice or even just see me.  It’s not that the hay is any less delectable, it’s just not what they know is available across the fence.  It’s about like 
a kid walking by a candy store; the focus is on the treat.

I’ve listened to several pretty intense arguments over the years on the topic of when to start grazing in the spring.  Some spoiled cows are never 
denied their micro-greens and sadly, the pastures usually show it.  I’ve heard some say, “the cows know best.”  They do have excellent biological 
feedback from their stomachs that tells them there is usually more energy and protein in that lush new forage.  This is even more true with small 
ruminants such as sheep and goats who can and will sometimes select specific plant parts because of differences in energy or nutrients that are 
needed at the time.  Perhaps this is the ruminant animals “gut” instinct. Unfortunately, just like eating too much candy from the candy store, 
ruminants eating too much lush green cotton candy growth early in the year can have its consequences.  If you don’t believe me, let them graze 
that short new growth for two or three days and then run them through the cattle chute to work them.  You won’t want to be the person tailing 
them in the chute. Like I’ve said before, don’t stand too close behind those cows!  One cough or skuttle from the cow in front of you and you 
might be covered. What the cows try to initially ignore is the same thing your doctor may tell you: you need fiber.  If that particular pasture was 
grazed down tight last fall and little or no residual was left behind, there is little or no fiber present.  This young lush forage is rapidly fermentable 
in the rumen and may not meet two critical forage roles: maintaining the rumen forage mat and stimulating cud chewing.  The rumen/fiber mat is 
essentially a mass of long-fiber plant matter that slows down and buffers the rumination and digestive processes of any other feeds that are 
consumed. It keeps the microbe balance, pH and digestive speed of the rumen stable throughout the day.

I can hear my wife saying, “cut to the chase.”  Okay, it is somewhat situational.  Ideally, continue feeding hay until the forages have grown more 
and start containing more lignin.  Lignin is a major component of the plant cell wall and give plants structure.  Those fields grazed short last fall 
will lack sufficient fiber to go with all the washy high-water, high-protein forage that will come on with first growth.  All ruminant livestock need to 
balance the carbon-nitrogen ratio in their rumen to maintain that mat.  If they don’t, then they will not perform the way you want them to and have 
less gain and milk production.  The plants just go through their system faster than they can effectively utilize it. 

If stop grazing heights were maintained with the last grazing prior to winter, then that dry forage left behind can help to balance out the lush 
forage.  At a minimum, everyone should leave at least one field, ideally the one they plan to use first in the spring, with a fair amount of residual 
over winter and, in this case, more is better (four to six inches).  That field can also provide a great alternative for calving over a muddy lot. If you 
watch the cows after early turnout, they will graze exclusively on the lush new forage for two to three days and if sufficient fiber is not present, 
they will quickly start hitting fence rows and eating about any dry material they can find and will actually eat straw too if available, something they 
would normally rarely do.

Another alternative is to feed some hay along with the new growth.  The cows will then eat enough dry hay to help balance out the fiber needs to 
maintain that rumen mat.  This is certainly better for the cow, but not particularly ideal for the forage.  Grazing too early can be costly by reducing 
total forage production for the entire grazing season.  Grazing too early in the spring does nothing but remove the solar panel the plants need to 
start building sugars and growing new roots.  The forages really need to be able to fully leaf out or canopy and get a good start before animals 
start removing that new growth, otherwise production will be reduced.  Forages should be at least eight to ten inches tall, ideally more.  If the 
cows-to-pasture acres ratio is low, then starting to graze a bit early might help to keep growth under control later, but in most cases, the cows-to-
pasture acres is higher than it should be and therefore, detrimental to overall production. If I have plenty of hay, then I’d continue feeding hay.  
Strategically, saving the better hay for early spring and feeding less quality hay earlier is usually a good thing and that usually is also true 
nutritional-wise for spring calving cows too. 

That biological feedback mentioned earlier doesn’t always work quick enough when it come to poisonous weeds — for some, it doesn’t take very 
much.  I am already seeing a fair amount of poison hemlock in some fields and especially along roadsides and low areas.  Poison hemlock looks 
a lot like cow or wild parsnips but has purplish colored streaks and spots on the smooth stem.  This plant is poison to both livestock and humans.  
It is a true biennial so it will set seed the second year — so kill it the first year!  It is a prolific seed producer.  Do not handle with bare hands.  
According to Purdue’s toxic plant website, poison hemlock has toxic components that include the volatile alkaloids coniine and gamma-conicine. 
A lethal dose for a horse is four to five pounds of leaves. Cattle may be poisoned with one to two pounds, and sheep with a half-pound or less. 
Humans are often poisoned, mistaking the roots for parsnips, the leaves for parsley or the seeds for anise.

Poisoned animals show signs within two hours of eating the plant, and tend to become nervous, will tremble and become uncoordinated. After the 
excitement phase, the animal becomes depressed. The heart and respiratory rates slow down, the legs, ears and other extremities become cold, 
colic and/or bloating may occur. Even at this stage, the animal may not die, but may remain like this for several hours to days, and then recover. 
In lethal cases, the animals tend to die within five to 10 hours after the onset of the clinical signs, typically from respiratory failure (in which case 
the mucus membranes will appear blue). A mousy odor has been reported to emanate from affected animals. Contact your local extension office 
for more information on this plant or control methods. 

I’ll end today with a reminder on magnesium.  It is a good idea to move to a high magnesium type mineral supplement (usually 10-20% instead of 
1 or 2%) and continue with it until we are past the early flush of new forage.  The issue with insufficient magnesium is more of a problem where 
nitrogen and/or potassium has been recently applied or in excessive amounts.  For more detailed information about grass tetany, contact your 
local extension service or large animal veterinarian. Management of spring regrowth will impact overall production.  The cows or sheep are the 
tools to help manage the forage!  Remember, it’s not about maximizing a grazing event, but maximizing a grazing season!  Keep on grazing!

Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist



Assessing frost/freeze damage to emerged soybeans

Michael Staton, Michigan State University Extension - April 15, 2021

Soybean fields planted in March or early April are emerging and are at 
greater risk of being damaged by late spring frost/freeze events.

Dead soybean seedling.
Photo 1. Severely damaged (dead) soybean seedling. Photo by Mike Staton, 
MSU Extension.
This spring’s warmer than normal temperatures and good soil conditions 
have encouraged producers to plant more soybeans in late March and early 
April than in previous years. In most years, the cool soil temperatures that 
typically occur in April, delay soybean emergence, providing some protection 
from late spring frost/freeze events and low-temperature damage. This is not 
the case in 2021. As of April 15, soybeans are emerging in several early 
planted fields, exposing the plants to frost/freeze damage. The good news is 
that the cooler air temperatures predicted to prevail over the next week 
should delay additional seedling emergence and development (Figure 1). 
Due to the greater potential for frost/freeze damage, producers that planted in 
late March or early April should understand how to assess fields for frost/
freeze damage and distinguish plants that are viable from those that are not.

Forecast map of North America.
Figure 1. The 6-10 day outlook probability for temperature. Figure by National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
During the cotyledon stage, temperatures must fall below 30 degrees 
Fahrenheit for several hours before soybean plants are damaged. Once the 
seedlings emerge, fields having more residue on the soil surface are typically 
at greater risk of injury. This is because crop residue reflects sunlight during 
the day reducing soil warming and also reduces the radiational warming 
effect the soil provides at night. However, crop residue can protect emerged 
seedlings from low temperature injury if the plants are covered by the residue.

Under normal conditions, waiting five days to a week is recommended to 
assess low temperature damage. However, if cool conditions prevail after the 
event, extending this window by three to five days is warranted. If the 
cotyledons or hypocotyl have been severely damaged as in Photo 1, the plant 
is clearly dead. However, if the cotyledons and hypocotyl appear undamaged, 
look for signs of new growth. The new growth, if any, will occur at the main 
growing point or the axillary buds located at the base of the cotyledons. The 
plant in Photo 2 is alive and viable as evidenced by the new growth emerging 
from both the main growing point and the axillary buds. The plant in Photo 3 
is also viable even though the main growing point appears to be dead, the 
axillary buds are producing new growth.

Soybean seedling
Photo 2. Soybean seedling with new growth from both the main growing point 
and the axillary buds. Photo by Mike Staton, MSU Extension.
Soybean seedlings showing no new growth  Photo 3. Soybean seedling 
showing no new growth from the main growing point but exhibiting new 
growth from the axillary buds. Photo by Mike Staton, MSU Extension. If no 
new growth is seen after 10 to 12 days, the plants are most likely not viable 
and should be considered dead. Use this information to assess the stand of 
viable plants in the field and remember that thin soybean stands can produce 
surprisingly high yields before making any management decisions.

This article was produced by a partnership between Michigan State 
University Extension and the Michigan Soybean checkoff.



Summer and Fall Cattle Markets

Josh Maples, Assistant Professor & Extension Economist, Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Mississippi State University

Weekly live cattle cash prices have remained relatively strong amid the market setting discussed in this 
newsletter last week. The continued rally in the cutout suggests strong beef demand in the near-term. 
Similarly, feeder cattle prices have been stronger in many regions over the past few weeks. However, 
there is more uncertainty in the summer and fall months for both live and feeder cattle prices.

Cattle futures prices declined over the past week and a half after rallying at the end of March and into 
early April. The June live cattle contract closed above $125 on April 7th but has since posted eight 
consecutive days of declines and closed below $119 in trading today.  The summer and fall month 
contracts experienced larger declines than the winter and spring 2022 contracts. Feeder cattle futures 
have also been on a decline over the past few weeks. The May contract closed today about $10 lower 
than on April 7th. Similarly, the fall contracts are back into the low to mid $150s after spending a few days 
above $160.

The next cattle on feed report is set for release this Friday and is likely to contain some eye-popping year-
over-year comparisons as the March 2021 data will be positioned against March 2020 data when covid 
disruptions were in full effect and placements were very low. While placements are nearly certain to be 
higher than a year ago, just how much higher is the big question. Very large placement totals in March 
2021 could lead to larger than expected totals of market-ready live cattle this summer. The recent 
declines in summer month live futures may be reacting to this possibility.

Grain prices continue to be elevated and will likely remain a headwind to market rallies for feeder cattle. 
While still very early in the year, the recent prospective plantings report did not suggest significant 
declines in corn prices this year. Currently, one would have to look all the way to the September 2022 to 
find a corn futures contract trading below $5 per bushel.

Drought and pasture conditions are the biggest concern, especially for regions facing exceptional 
drought. As shown in the graphs and drought maps from the Drought Monitor, drought conditions are 
widespread in the western U.S. with Southwestern states facing large swaths of D4 “Exceptional 
drought.” Conditions are similar in much of Colorado, Utah and surrounding states. Drought conditions in 
the Northern Plains have worsened and are leading to difficult herd liquidation decisions for many 
producers. Whether the drought conditions expand or recede over the next few weeks will be important to 
forage conditions throughout the Great Plains region.

Despite the recent declines in futures prices, there remains cautious optimism in cattle markets this year. 
The expectation of tightening supplies and a strong beef demand profile provide some optimism for 
stronger markets this year. However, there are still many factors to watch closely.

http://www.farmers.gov/MFP
http://www.farmers.gov/MFP


May 1st - Master Gardener Plant Sale

May 27th - Master Gardener Meeting

June 4th - Timber Management Workshop

Upcoming Events 

Cattlemen News 
Upcoming Meetings: 

June 12th 2021 - Annual Meeting
More Info In Next Newsletter

If you are a beef producer in Orange 
County, please join the Cattlmen!

Master Gardener News 

Upcoming Meetings: 

April 29th—6:30pm 
@Orange County Community Center 

May 27th—6:30pm
@Orange County Communty Center



Flyers and Info 



Flyers and Info 



Flyers and Info

President-elect Joe Biden’s transition team at the Environmental Protection Agency should cause the agriculture industry concern. As Biden begins to fill his 
Cabinet, the crucial EPA administrator will helm actions that directly affect those in agriculture. Randy Russel, president of the Russell Group and 
agricultural lobbyist, said Biden’s EPA transition team seems to be much more progressive and driven by activists (read more great insight from Gary Baise 
on the EPA transition team), whereas the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s transition team presents fewer red flags. “I think we’re going to end up with an 
EPA a little more problematic for the ag community going forward,” Russell said.

Potential names being tossed around for EPA administrator include Mary Nichols, chair of the California Air Resources Board who previously served as a 
senior staff attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council and spent a 45-year career as an environmental lawyer. Washington Gov. Jay Inslee is also 
on the short list for EPA administrator. Russell said Inslee has been almost “singularly focused” on climate and could bring that same agenda to EPA. 
(Here’s a more comprehensive list of who might head up EPA.) One cornerstone action taken by President Donald Trump’s EPA included withdrawing the 
Obama Administration’s "waters of the U.S." (WOTUS) rule, which quickly landed in courts around the country. The Trump rewrite – known as the 
Navigable Waters Rule – took nearly all four years to accomplish, with the final rule completed in late April and going into effect on June 22. Russell said he 
hopes the incoming Biden Administration will “let sleeping dogs lie” and not try to re-propose something that drew so much fire from agricultural groups in 
2015. “If they open up that can of worms, it could a big mistake on their part,” Russell said, adding that it could irritate the agricultural community “at a time 
when they don’t need to pick that fight.”

Larry Liebesman, who spent 11 years as an environmental litigator at the U.S. Department of Justice and now at the Dawson & Associates law firm, said 
recently there are some different options on the table regarding how the Biden Administration could approach the ongoing WOTUS litigation. “It’s hard to 
predict how a new WOTUS rule would be crafted in order to be sustained in an eventual Supreme Court review. If a Biden Administration desires to create 
a new rule, it would have to analyze carefully whether a new WOTUS rule identical to the Obama Administration’s rule and based largely on Justice 
[Anthony] Kennedy’s 'significant nexus' opinion would survive in a court that is likely to still have a 5-4 conservative majority,” Liebesman said, adding that 
since Justice John Roberts sided with Justice Antonin Scalia in the case Rapanos vs. United States, and given his comments in cases since then, "going 
back to the Obama rule may not be successful in the Supreme Court.”

Ethanol
In a recent letter to the editor by Michael Spencer published by The Kansas City Star, the Kansas farmer said while farmers across the country faithfully 
stood by Trump, they remain deeply skeptical and uneasy about the intentions of his EPA in the wake of the election and handling of the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS). 

“There are a multitude of ways that [EPA Administrator Andrew] Wheeler could still damage the standard and the farmers who depend on its enforcement. 
First, the EPA is still considering giving waivers to 35 oil refineries that would let them ignore their obligations to blend biofuels, even after a federal appeals 
court found in January that those exemptions are illegal, and even though the EPA decided not to appeal the decision, it has so far refused to implement the 
court’s order,” Spencer wrote. “If Wheeler were to grant any of these waivers in the waning moments of 2020, it would have disastrous effects on the 
farmers who strongly supported Trump. A cut to biofuel requirements would mean more lost demand and lower prices for corn and soybeans.” EPA typically 
proposes blending requirements by July and finalizes its renewable volume obligations (RVOs) before the end of November.

Mary Kay Thatcher, senior lead for federal government relations at Syngenta, said if President Trump wants to do something nice on his way out of office 
for the farmers who supported him, it would be releasing the RVOs for next year. However, Russell said he expects that action to get kicked to the next 
administration. This could offer a first look at how Biden lives up to his promises of supporting the RFS.

When 2022 hits under the current RFS, unless there is new updating legislation, the 15 billion gal. obligation goes away, and the mandate is left to the 
discretion of EPA.

Midwest Republican senators have championed ethanol in recent years when EPA acted out of line with congressional intent. With the majority of Midwest 
states represented by Republican senators -- notably Iowa, Nebraska and Missouri -- the pressing voice may now need to shift to Democrat senators in 
Minnesota and Illinois to carry that torch to the Biden Administration if its approach to the RFS veers off course.

Pesticide reviews

Thatcher doesn’t expect Biden to eliminate the recently approved dicamba registration, and the focus of environmental groups likely will be court action 
rather than regulatory actions at the Executive Branch.

However, the Center for Food Safety (CFS) has already called on the Biden Administration to take immediate action in its first 180 days to halt or revoke 
EPA’s re-approvals of glyphosate, dicamba, sulfloxaflor, atrazine and isoxaflutole. It also called for the new administration to reinstate and finalize the 
prohibition of chlorpyrifos and prohibit neonicotinoid pesticides.

Many food and agricultural activities that would otherwise be subject to environmental review under the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) are 
now exempt or only subject to lessened scrutiny under a Trump Administration rule. CFS is asking the new EPA to restore previous NEPA protections. The 
Trump Administration changed how the Endangered Species Act is applied, and CFS want to restore several of those rules.
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