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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

Farm Bureau Members—Permits now available for Black Vulture Depredation 

On August 1, 2021, Indiana Farm Bureau 
announced that its members may obtain 
permits through INFB that allow legal 
“takes” of  black vultures that are attacking 
livestock such as newborn calves and sheep. 
For more background on this issue and to 
learn more about the permit application 
process, visit http://infb.org/blackvultures  

Indiana farmland prices hit a new record high in 2021. Farmland price growth is 
driven by a combination of  high expected incomes, low interest rates, and limited 
supply to satisfy demand. Read more here: https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/
home/paer-publication/2021-08-indiana-farmland-prices-hit-record-high-in-2021 

Indiana Farmland Prices Hit New Record High in 2021 

https://infb.org/blackvultures?fbclid=IwAR2uMhNl1eTi-PlI0OkgIVyHqj23byNtlOWCjRA_H6Ke-4WmX9mnXYdNgVQ
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-publication/2021-08-indiana-farmland-prices-hit-record-high-in-2021
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-publication/2021-08-indiana-farmland-prices-hit-record-high-in-2021
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Oral Agreements-Termination of a Farm Lease-Dec. 1st 

Termination of a lease or rental agreement may be necessary for a number of reasons, the most 
common reasons being to make the land available for another tenant or for the sale or transfer of 
the property. Indiana law (IC 32-31-1-3) says a three-month notice may be required. When a 
lease agreement does not otherwise specify, the end of the lease year is likely to be the last day of 
February.   This implies that the lease notice must be delivered before December 1 of the prior 
year. 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

The Veterinary Client Patient Relationship 
By: Tim McDermott DVM (originally published in Farm and Dairy)  

One of the classes I teach every year is the Quality Assurance training for 4-H students to prepare 
for fair season. While I probably would not have too many 4-H students who agree with me on 
this part (it is a mandatory training for them each year), I will say it is one of my favorite classes 
that I teach each year. Part of the reason I enjoy it is how I believe 4-H can positively impact lives, 
the other is that it allows me to use my veterinary background to engage the students. While the 
GPP’s (Good Production Practices) that are taught vary from year to year I always make sure to 
engage the students with some practical veterinary knowledge so that they can make sure that 
their livestock project animal is at its healthy best while under their care. A key component to 
maintaining healthy animals is to have a healthy relationship with your veterinarian.  This is 
known as the Veterinarian-Client-Patient Relationship or VCPR.  Here is how it is defined, estab-
lished, and maintained straight off of the American Veterinary Medical Association web-
site, https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/veterinarian-client-patient-
relationship-vcpr-faq 

“A Veterinarian-Client-Patient Relationship, or VCPR for short, exists when your veterinarian knows your pet 
well enough to be able to diagnose and treat any medical conditions your animal develops. Your part of the 
VCPR is allowing your veterinarian to take responsibility for making clinical judgments about your pet’s 
health, asking questions to make sure you understand, and following your veterinarian’s instructions. Your vet-
erinarian’s part of the VCPR involves making those judgments; accepting the responsibility for providing your 
pet with medical care; keeping a written record of your pet’s medical care; advising you about the benefits and 
risks of different treatment options; providing oversight of treatment, compliance (your follow-through on their 
recommendations) and outcome; and helping you know how to get emergency care for your pet if the need 
should arise. A VCPR is established only when your veterinarian examines your animal in person and is main-
tained by regular veterinary visits as needed to monitor your animal’s health. If a VCPR is established but your 
veterinarian does not regularly see your pet afterward, the VCPR is no longer valid and it would be illegal and 
unethical for your veterinarian to dispense or prescribe medications or recommend treatment without recently 
examining your pet. 

A valid VCPR cannot be established online, via email, or over the phone. However, once a VCPR is established, 
it may be able to be maintained between medically necessary examinations via telephone or other types of con-
sultations; but it’s up to your veterinarian’s discretion to determine if this is appropriate and in the best inter-
ests of your animals’ health.” 

Simply put, this is what guides a veterinarian in providing care.  One big lesson learned the hard 
way from the COVID pandemic was that this was a big need to have in place if you are a livestock 
producer or own companion animals. This allows your veterinarian to give guidance on animal 
care when it is 2:00 am on a Saturday night. Having a VCPR in place can provide peace of mind 
that you have a trusted expert that can be contacted that has your animal’s health and welfare as a 
priority. 

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/veterinarian-client-patient-relationship-vcpr-faq
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/veterinarian-client-patient-relationship-vcpr-faq
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Unusual Fall Armyworm Outbreaks are Taking 
Many by Surprise 

By: Author(s): Ohio State Univ.: Kelley Tilmon, Andy Michel, Mark Sulc, James Mor-
ris, Curtis Young, CCA 

There have been an unusual number of  reports about fall armyworm outbreaks 
particularly in forage including alfalfa and sorghum sudangrass, and in turf.  Cer-
tain hard-hit fields have been all but stripped bare (Figure 1).  

True or common armyworm is a different species than the fall armyworm.  The 
true armyworm is the species that causes problems in cereal crops in the spring of  
the year. Fall armyworm migrates into Ohio during the summer and could cause 
problems into late summer. It is not or maybe we should say has not typically 
been a problem in Ohio. Also, unlike the true armyworm that only feeds on grass-
es (i.e., corn, wheat, forage grasses), the fall armyworm has well over 100 different 
types of  plants upon which it feeds including many grasses but also alfalfa, soy-
beans, beets, cabbage, peanuts, onion, cotton, pasture grasses, millet, tomato, and 
potato. Obviously, a few of  these crops are not produced in Ohio, but several of  
them are. As a result, we encourage farmers to be aware of  feeding damage in 
their fields, especially forage crop fields that’s where a lot of  the action seems to 
be right now.  

Fall armyworms are much easier to kill when they are smaller, and feeding acceler-
ates rapidly as they grow, so early detection is important.  Look for egg masses 
glued not only to vegetation but to structures like fence posts.  Egg masses have a 
fluffy-looking cover.  When the cover is peeled back, eggs are pearly and tan when 
new, and turn darker as they approach egg-hatch.  

Fall armyworm caterpillars vary in color from greenish to tan to dark brown with 
stripes along the body.  They can be easily confused with other species, but a good 
identifier is an inverted white “Y” shape behind the head. Another species, true 
armyworm, feeds at night but fall armyworm will feed during the day. 

Insecticides will not penetrate egg masses well; it’s best to spray caterpillars when 
they are less than ¾ inches long, at which point most armyworm-labeled pyre-
throids will kill them reasonably well.  For larger caterpillars, products containing 
chlorantraniliprole will provide longer residual which may help with control of  the 
harder-to-kill caterpillars over ¾ inches. 

In forages, a threshold that can be used is 2-3 fall armyworm larvae per sq 
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foot.  If  larvae are smaller (less than ¾ inch), they can still do a lot of  feeding and are 
worth treating with an insecticide application. An early cut can help limit damage to 
the alfalfa, but one must check the field for survivors.  If  survivors are abundant, an 
insecticide application may be warranted to protect nearby fields.  Armyworms get 
their name from moving in large bodies (marching) to new feeding areas. 

In corn, armyworms can randomly feed on leaves, with holes occurring throughout 
the leaf  surface. The more damaging stage is when they feed on developing silks and 
kernels after entering the ear. Once they enter the ear, control by insecticides is much 
more difficult.  Most Bt corn varieties with above ground protection is labelled for 
armyworm control, but resistance to several Bt traits has appeared in the US.  While 
we have not found Bt resistance in armyworms in Ohio, we would recommend grow-
ers scout ALL corn (Bt or non-Bt) for any evidence of  damage or resistance.  

Fall armyworm does not overwinter in Indiana or Ohio.  Moths come up from the 
South early in the season and temporarily colonize the area, especially in grassy are-
as.  The current caterpillars are second generation.  If  we have a warm fall we could 
possibly see a problem third generation, especially in forage, cover crops, and winter 
wheat planted before the fly-free date (see Figure 4). Because of  this, scouting for fall 
armyworm should continue for the rest of  the season. Closely observe hay and pas-
ture crops even after cutting or grazing, especially where the crop was heavily dam-
aged. Additional treatment later might be necessary. Moths prefer light-colored surfac-
es for egg-laying. Check fence rails, fence posts, and tree limbs in and around pastures 
and hayfields. 

Hay fields that are near harvest should be harvested now, and then the regrowth close-
ly monitored for fall armyworm activity. In Indiana and Kentucky, the fall armyworms 
have been reported to be present in hayfields after harvesting the crop off. This and 
the fact that we could get another generation are reason to continue monitoring close-
ly. 

Badly damaged alfalfa or grass hay fields should be cut and then rested the rest of  this 
fall with no fall cutting. Fertilize according to soil test recommendations. Monitor the 
regrowth closely to catch any re-infestation that occurs. Established alfalfa should 
come back from fall armyworm damage. Recovery of  the cool-season perennial grass-
es will depend on the relative severity of  the damage, the overall health of  the stand 
going into the infestation, and how many young tillers were not consumed. It is hard 
to predict how they will recover, time will tell.  

Additional Information: Fall Armyworm Outbreaks Possible In Late-Planted And/Or 
Fall Crops | Purdue University Pest&Crop newsletter E-220.pdf  (purdue.edu) 

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/article/fall-armyworm-outbreaks-possible-in-late-planted-and-or-fall-crops/
https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/article/fall-armyworm-outbreaks-possible-in-late-planted-and-or-fall-crops/
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Spotted Knapweed is Blooming 

By: Christine Gelley, OSU Extension  

A detrimental weed that has been heavily on the agricul-
tural radar in recent years is currently blooming. Its name 
is spotted knapweed. Everyone should be aware of  this 
plant and be working to remove it from sensitive areas. 
While the flowers are pretty and it is attractive to pollina-
tors, it is not a plant that we want in our landscapes. 

The color of  the flower is similar to that of  red clover, the 
growth habit is similar to chicory, and the flower shape is 
similar to Canada thistle and ironweed. However, the com-
bination of  growth habit, color, and flower shape is unique 
to spotted knapweed. Spotted knapweed may possess as 
many as 200 pink to purple blooms per plant. The mature 
seed heads resemble Canada thistle, a tight cluster of  seeds with a fluffy pappus 
attached. The pappus helps the seed move with wind, water, animals, and vehicles. 

This weed is similar to a biennial, in that the first year of  growth there is no flow-
er. The plant will flower in the second year and continue to flower in the years fol-
lowing. It is a prolific seed producer, so if  knapweed is ignored in year two, you 
can experience a population explosion in year three.  

Knapweed is a forb that is responsive to multiple broadleaf  herbicides. Mowing is 
marginally successful. It does help prevent the development of  seed, but it is able 
to flower below the height of  the mower deck. Chemical treatment has been suc-
cessful in grass pastures of  our region if  timed appropriately.  

Knapweed is aggressive because it has few natural predators in Midwest states and 
has allelopathic properties that can weaken neighboring plants. Animals are unfa-
miliar with it and it thrives on marginal soils. It can easily out compete weak 
stands of  desirable plants for nutrients.  

The best tools for spotted knapweed control are early detection and early action. 
Hand pulling and spot spraying young plants that are few and far between can be 
effective on new invasions. However, heavy infestations will likely take a more cre-
ative and lengthy approach to treat.  

 

Don’t confuse chicory (top) with 
spotted knapweed (bottom).  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

What are the expectations of cattle inventory the next few years? 

By: Dr. Andrew Griffith, Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of Tennessee  

 

Very recently a question rolled in related to cattle inventory and expectations of cattle in-
ventory the next few years and its influence on market prices. Answering this question cor-
rectly is easier than Rocky the Flying Squirrel carrying Bullwinkle. 

Relatively low cattle prices the first half of 2021 and drought concerns in some major cattle 
producing regions will definitely result in a lower beef cattle inventory on January 1, 2022. 
This means a reduced supply of calves and feeder cattle, which should support prices in 
2022. As prices increase, more heifers will be expected to be retained. This time of retention 
will further support feeder cattle prices. There is a chance that beef cattle inventory sees a 
slight increase in 2023 but certainly by 2024. However, the cattle market should be in a bull 
market at least through 2024 given the current situation. 

These expectations could be disrupted by outside factors such as drought or supply disrup-
tions. However, one cannot make decisions based on expectations of unknown disruptions. 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Fall Slug and Vole Control 

James J. Hoorman 
Hoorman Soil Health Services 
Website: HoormanSoilHealth.com 
Email: HoormanSoilHealthServices@gmail.com 
Cell: 419-421-7255 
 
Slugs and voles are becoming major problems on some farms.  One farmer lost 80 acres 
to slugs, another 40 acres.  Slugs and voles prefer moist, wet conditions, slow crop 
growth, and lush vegetation.  Unfortunately, there is no one management practice that 
reduces either pest.  It requires a coordinated attack which begins in the fall as grain 
crops are being harvested.   
 
Both slugs and voles have several weaknesses.  First, their populations are cyclical, 
peaking and crashing about every 2-5 years.  Extremely cold winter weather with little 
protection, greatly reduces both pests.  Slugs burrow deep into the soil, but when the soil 
frost line meets the water table during a deep freeze, many slugs perish.  Voles do not 
hibernate but need 40% more energy in the winter to survive.  Cold weather without 
snow or heavy vegetation greatly reduces pest numbers.  Mowing a cover crop down to 
8 inches or planting species that 50% winter kill helps reduce pest populations. Mowing 
reduces cover (insulation from the cold) and does not allow the cover crops to go to 
seed, reducing a food source.  Drilling cover crops is the best seeding method because 
broadcast seed is a food source for slugs and voles but getting cover crops drilled in a 
timely manner after harvest is difficult.   
 
The gray garden slug lays over 500 eggs in the spring and fall and is the main Ohio slug 
pest. The marsh slug is a black color and more common closer to Lake Erie.  Slugs lay 
their eggs in the crop residue so several practices can reduce their numbers.  Chop and 
spread crop residue evenly throughout the field at harvest.  Rotary hoeing residue in the 
fall/spring fluffs up residue, drying out the environment and disrupts many slug eggs.  In 
addition, to eliminate a few voles, rotary hoe in early morning or close to dusk, which 
catches some voles foraging for food or take out vole nests on the soil surface.   
 
For slug control, cover crop species selection is critical.  Planting Daikon radish in a 
cover crop mix at 1-2 pounds per acre before October 1st may help.  Slugs eat sweet Dai-
kon radish but cannot process the sulfur in the radish and cannot pass the gas which 
builds up in their lungs until they explode. Six farmers have contacted me about exten-
sive slug damage in one field, but very little in a nearby field.  In each case, they planted 
radish and had very little damage, while the other field had extensive damage but no 
radish was planted.  Ohio State University laboratory research showed that slugs con-
suming radish roots and leaves did not survive. Cover crops like cereal rye or winter 
peas planted as a trap crop in corn reduces slug feeding.  Trap crops are not as effective 
in soybeans. Slugs like cereal rye, winter peas, rape, and soybeans but seem to dislike 
crimson clover, sunflower, and chicory.    

mailto:HoormanSoilHealthServices@gmail.com
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Fall Slug and Vole Control (cont.) 

 
To monitor slugs, place shingles or large boards in 5 field locations on the soil surface 
and check after 1 week. There is no economic threshold, but more than 4-5 slugs per 
shingle or board may indicate a high slug population. Also check for natural predators 
which include black ground beetles, centipedes and millipedes, rove beetles, soldier bee-
tles, wolf spiders, daddy long legs (spider) and fire flies. Most birds consume slugs in-
cluding starlings (6% of their diet) and song birds (robins, blackbirds, thrushes, rooks, 
crows, jays).  
 
Neo-nicotinoid seed treatment insecticides (Cruiser, Poncho, Goucho) have been shown 
to decrease soybean yields 5% where slugs were prevalent because they knock out bene-
ficial insect predators (Douglas et al. 2015).  Use alternative insecticides or untreated 
seed to allow beneficial insects predators to recover. Baits like Metealdehyde and/or 
Iron Phosphate effectiveness varies and they can be expensive.  Baits often mold and 
need to be ingested at high rates to terminate slugs, but slug bait avoidance may occur. 
Tillage may help, but no practice is more than 60% effective alone, so combinations of 
slug control practices are needed.  
 
For vole control, rat terriers or small dogs are very effective.  One Michigan farmer 
killed 250 voles in 2 hours with three rat terriers.  Steel posts (10 feet tall) with a 12-
inch welded bar make great perches for owls and hawks.  Paint the perch a bright color 
so it’s easy to see and find in the spring.  Deer like to rub against the perches and knock 
them over. Slugs and voles are an issue, however controlling their populations starts 
with good management in the fall.  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

September Horticulture Calendar 

September 

 Fall is a good time to plant many container-grown or balled-and-
burlapped nursery stock. Prepare a good-sized hole, plant at the 
same depth it grew in the nursery and water thoroughly. Mulch-
ing will help protect against large fluctuations in soil temperature 
and moisture. Be sure to stake or guy-wire tall plants to protect 
them from strong winds. Wrap tree trunks to protect against frost 
cracks or animal damage. 

 Do not be alarmed if your evergreens, particularly white pine and 
arborvitae, drop some older needles. All evergreens shed needles 
at some time, but not all at once as deciduous plants do. 

 Harvest apples, pears, grapes, and everbearing strawberries and 
raspberries. Remove raspberry canes after they bear fruit. 

 Clean up fallen fruits, twigs and leaves around apple (including 
crabapple) and other fruit trees to reduce disease and insect car-
ryover. 

 To promote the lawn’s recovery from summer stress, apply high-
nitrogen fertilizer at the rate of 0.5 to 1 pound actual nitrogen per 
1,000 square feet. Reseed bare spots or new lawns using a good-
quality seed mixture. Seeding in late summer allows the turf to 
maximize its establishment and rooting prior to the next sum-
mer’s heat and drought.  

 September and October are good months to apply broadleaf 
weed killers. Be sure to follow all label directions, and choose a 
calm day to prevent spray drift. 

September 

 Prepare storage areas for overwintering tender flower 
bulbs and garden produce. 

 Thanksgiving (or Christmas) cactus can be forced into 
bloom for the Thanksgiving holidays. Provide 15 hours of 
complete darkness each day, for instance, from 5 p.m. to 8 
a.m., for approximately eight weeks. Keep temperature at 
about 60-65 degrees F. Temperatures of 55F will cause 
flower buds to set without dark treatment. 

 Dig and repot herbs, or take cuttings, for growing indoors 
over winter. 

 Store leftover garden seed in a cool, dry place. A sealable 
jar with a layer of silica gel or powdered milk in the bottom 
works well. 

 Bring houseplants moved outside for summer indoors be-
fore night temperatures fall below 55F.  

 Poinsettias saved from last year can be reflowered for this 
year’s holiday by providing complete darkness for 15 hours 
daily from about Oct. 1 until about Dec. 10. 

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

September 

 Dig onions and garlic after tops fall over naturally 
and necks begin to dry. 

 Plant radishes, green onion sets, lettuce and spin-
ach for fall harvest. 

 Thin fall crops such as lettuce and carrots that 
were planted earlier. 

 Harvest crops such as tomatoes, peppers, egg-
plants, melons and sweet potatoes before frost, or 
cover plants with blankets, newspaper, etc., (but 
not plastic) to protect them from light frost. 

 Mature green tomatoes can be ripened indoors. 
Individually wrap fruits in newspaper, or leave 
them on the vine, pulling the entire plant out of 
the garden. Store in a cool location – about 55-
60F. 

 Harvest winter squash when mature (skin is 
tough) with deep, solid color, but before hard 
frost. Some cultivars will show an orange blush 
when mature. 

 Plant, transplant or divide peonies, daylilies, iris 
and phlox. 

 Save plants such as coleus, wax begonias, impati-
ens or fuchsia for indoor growing over winter. 
Dig plants and cut them back about halfway, or 
take cuttings of shoot tips, and root them in 
moist vermiculite, soil mix or perlite. 

 Watch for garden chrysanthemums to bloom as 
days grow shorter. Some may have bloomed earli-
er this summer, which will decrease the number 
of fall blooms. 

 Plant spring-flowering bulbs beginning in late 
September. Planting too early can cause bulbs to 
sprout top growth before winter. However, allow 
at least four to six weeks before the ground freez-
es for good root formation. 

 Dig tender bulbs, such as cannas, caladiums, tu-
berous begonias and gladiolus, before frost. Allow 
to air dry, and store in dry peat moss or vermicu-
lite. 

 Cut flowers, such as strawflower, statice, baby’s 
breath and celosia, for drying and hang upside 
down in a dry, well-ventilated area. 

Flowers, Vegetables and Small 
Fruits 
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By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Sepcialist, Kansas State University 

September is the best month to reseed cool-season lawns such as tall fescue and Ken-
tucky bluegrass.  We usually recommend not planting Kentucky bluegrass past early 
October. However, you can get by with an early to mid-October planting for tall fes-
cue. October 15 is generally considered the last day for safely planting or overseeding a 
tall fescue lawn in the fall. If  you do attempt a late seeding, take special care not to al-
low plants to dry out. Anything that slows growth will make it less likely that plants 
will mature enough to survive the winter Seedings done after the cut-off  date can be 
successful, but the success rate goes down the later the planting date. Late plantings 
that fail are usually not killed by cold temperatures but rather desiccation. The freezing 
and thawing of  soils heave poorly rooted grass plants out of  the ground, which then 
dry and die. Keeping plants watered will help maximize root growth before freezing 
weather arrives.  

Lawn Seeding Best Done in September  

By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Sepcialist, Kansas State University 

Rotating vegetable crops is a standard way of  helping prevent disease from being car-
ried over from one year to the next. Rotation means that crops are moved to different 
areas of  the garden each year. Planting the same crop, or a related crop, in the same 
area each year can lead to a build-up of  disease. Also, different crops vary in the depth 
and density of  the root system as well as extract different levels of  nutrients. As a rule, 
cool-season crops such as cabbage, peas, lettuce and onions have relatively sparse, 
shallow root systems and warm-season crops such as tomatoes, peppers and melons 
have deeper, better developed root systems. Therefore, it can be helpful to rotate 
warm-season and cool-season crops. As mentioned earlier, it is also a good idea to 
avoid planting closely related crops in the same area as diseases may be shared among 
them. For example, tomatoes, potatoes, peppers and eggplant are closely related. Also, 
broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage and brussels sprouts share many characteristics in com-
mon. For example, do not plant cabbage where broccoli was the previous year or to-
matoes where the peppers were. So, why is this important to bring this up in the fall? 
Now is the time to make a sketch of  your garden so that the layout is not forgotten 
when it is time to plant next year.  

Rotation of Vegetable Crops  
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By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Sepcialist, Kansas State University 

Sweet potatoes should be harvested no later than the first fall freeze because cold tem-
peratures can damage the sensitive roots. However, you may want to harvest earlier 
than normal. Test dig a hill to see if  they are the size you want. Sweet potatoes should 
be cured after being dug. The digging process often damages the tender skin, and cur-
ing helps these small wounds heal. Place the roots in a warm, humid location for 5 to 
10 days immediately after digging. A location with a temperature around 85 to 90 de-
grees is ideal. A space heater can be used to heat a small room or other area. Raise the 
humidity by placing moist towels in the room. The curing process not only heals 
wounds but also helps convert starches to sugars. This process improves the texture 
and flavor of  the roots. Sweet potatoes should be stored above 55 degrees. Storage at 
temperatures below that injures the roots, shortens storage life and gives them an off  
flavor.  

On the subject of  Ornamental Sweet Potatoes...We sometimes receive the question as 
to whether ornamental sweet potatoes are safe to eat. The answer is yes. Note that 
they are chosen for ornamental qualities rather than flavor and so may not have the 
quality nor the nice shape of  our traditional types.  

Harvesting Sweet Potatoes  

By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Sepcialist, Kansas State University 

People may become concerned when they see a large, noticeable spider setting up 
shop in or near the garden. These garden spiders feed on insects and are considered 
beneficial. There are actually two common species of  garden spiders in the midwest 
that are active during the day. The yellow garden spider has a black abdomen with yel-
low to yellow-orange markings. The black legs have a yellow or reddish band. The 
banded garden spider has numerous bands on both the abdomen and legs. Those on 
the abdomen are alternating white and dark bands. The legs have alternating black and 
orange bands. Both of  these spiders are orb weavers that spin large webs with the typ-
ical spider web shape. Though these garden spiders have poor eyesight, they are ex-
tremely sensitive to vibrations that pass through the web and use this sensitivity to 
capture their prey. Since these spiders are beneficial and harmless to humans, it is rec-
ommended that they be left alone.  

Garden Spiders  



Lawrence County Agriculture and Natural Resources                                       September 2021

 

ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

To view the video series, please visit this link:  
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7091982 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7091982
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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W21 Rules: https://ag.purdue.edu/ansc/ibep/Documents/W21-Rules.pdf 

Critical Health Items: https://ag.purdue.edu/.../Doc.../W21-
CriticalHealthItems.pdf  

Online Entry: https://www.ansc.purdue.edu/ibep/entry/entrywelcome.htm  

https://ag.purdue.edu/ansc/ibep/Documents/W21-Rules.pdf?fbclid=IwAR14S9D-N8v6X9caH8Q78ddzPfOVTgASuqOBJV4rbpTedNoMAHhr3ozrMPA
https://ag.purdue.edu/ansc/ibep/Documents/W21-CriticalHealthItems.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1dT6JRxScIQ3jyxjesEhpp29AK4t7PXGdS8RytZN58GSxhnIq7zeRFf_U
https://ag.purdue.edu/ansc/ibep/Documents/W21-CriticalHealthItems.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1dT6JRxScIQ3jyxjesEhpp29AK4t7PXGdS8RytZN58GSxhnIq7zeRFf_U
https://www.ansc.purdue.edu/ibep/entry/entrywelcome.htm?fbclid=IwAR2ei1K5STM8NUfw17KDvTByDeO5yVt7_yF8UyudCkOmZ1raM_sPoxtyTpI
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 



Lawrence County Agriculture and Natural Resources                                       September 2021

 



Lawrence County Agriculture and Natural Resources                                       September 2021

 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming 

lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 

V ISIT  U S  ON  THE  W EB  AT :  
ht tps :/ /ex tens ion .purdue . ed u/
l awrence/Page s/de f au l t . a spx  

O R  ON  F ACEBOOK :    

Purdue  Ex tens ion —Lawrence  
County  

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Bedford, Indiana 

Permit No. 284 

https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/

