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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

Friendly Reminder on SMV Safety and Road Usage this Harvest Season! 

Agriculture is one of  the most dangerous jobs in the nation, which comes as a surprise to most 
people who are not farmers. However, for those involved in production agriculture this fact is not 
new  

information. 

 There are unique challenges that are presented when farm 
equipment is on our roadways, challenges like:  

 Relative size to other traveling vehicles 

 Relative speed to other traveling vehicles 

 Poor ability to maneuver 

 Longer stopping distances 

 Weight  

 The most common accidents involving farm equipment include:  rear-ending, passing, 
turning.  Whether in the field or on the road, please be mindful and keep yourself  and others safe 
during this fall harvest season!! 

Effective immediately, anyone who wishes to borrow a soil probe or hay probe 
from our Extension Office can still do so but the deposit amount has changed to 
$40 CASH so please be aware of  this and prepared when you come to our office 
to sign one out.  We appreciate your understanding with this policy change.  Thank 
you. 

CHANGES to borrowing Soil and Hay Probes from Ext. Office 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Landscape Alternatives App Version 2  
The Midwest Invasive Plant Network is excited to announce 
a major update to its free mobile app, Landscape Alterna-
tives. Developed in partnership with the University of Geor-
gia’s Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health 
and originally launched in 2012, Landscape Alternatives has 
since been downloaded thousands of times. It is designed to 
help homeowners identify invasive plants that might be lurk-
ing in their yards, water gardens or aquariums, or at the 
nearest big-box store, and choose suitable, non-invasive 
substitutes. These substitutes - the alternatives - are matched by ornamental features shared in 
common with the invasive plant. Similar to the original app, we developed the new content with 
help from Midwestern stakeholders from different backgrounds, including representatives from 
nurseries, botanical gardens and arboreta, and conservation organizations. Version 2 of Land-
scape Alternatives is available for free today from the Apple app store and Google Play store. Note: 
We recommend connection to a Wi-Fi network to download. 

Oral Agreements-Termination of a Farm Lease-Dec. 1st 

Termination of a lease or rental agreement may be necessary for a number of reasons, the most 
common reasons being to make the land available for another tenant or for the sale or transfer of 
the property. Indiana law (IC 32-31-1-3) says a three-month notice may be required. When a 
lease agreement does not otherwise specify, the end of the lease year is likely to be the last day of 
February.   This implies that the lease notice must be delivered before December 1 of the prior 
year. 

Indiana farmland prices hit a new record high in 2021. Farmland price growth is 
driven by a combination of  high expected incomes, low interest rates, and limited 
supply to satisfy demand. Read more here: https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/
home/paer-publication/2021-08-indiana-farmland-prices-hit-record-high-in-2021 

Indiana Farmland Prices Hit New Record High in 2021 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/landscape-alternatives/id559865258
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bugwood.landscapealternatives
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-publication/2021-08-indiana-farmland-prices-hit-record-high-in-2021
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-publication/2021-08-indiana-farmland-prices-hit-record-high-in-2021
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

The following three pages is a brief summary of the benefits (and cons) to incorporating Native Warm-
season Grasses into a grazing system shared by Robert Zupancic, USDA/NRCS—SE Area Grazing 
Specialist. 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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FoodLink℠ is the resource for anyone who has ever stood in front of  produce and 
wondered, “What is that?” or “What do I do with that?” Scan the FoodLink℠ QR 
codes on fresh fruits and vegetables to learn more about them, including how to se-
lect, prepare, and care for them.  

FoodLink is an easy-to-use, produce database that delivers useful information regard-
ing preparation and storage of  different items, as well as nutrition facts, selection tips, 
food pairings, and background information. If  you are looking for information about 
a specific fruit or vegetable, simply click on the respective tab at the top of  the web-
site, and select the item you’re looking for.  

Visit the link here: https://extension.purdue.edu/foodlink/ 

 

By: B. Rosie Lerner and Michael N. Dana, Purdue University, Horticulture Specialists 

Length of  storage for fruits and vegetables is a common question for Purdue Exten-
sion Educators. The Purdue publication HO-125-W, “Storing Vegetables and Fruits 
at Home,” provides details about storing.  Topics in the publication include: condi-
tions necessary for storage, temperature and humidity, home basements, pits, tile 
storage, and other storage methods.  A table with information on a variety of  fruits 
and vegetables is also included in the publication.  A sample of  this table is below.  
Access  HO-125-W at https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/HO-125.pdf 

Storing Vegetables and Fruits at Home  

https://extension.purdue.edu/foodlink/
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/HO-125.pdf
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

An outstanding article and podcast done by “Hoosier Ag Today” about dhurrin-free sorghum.  The picture of Dr. 
Gruss was taken at the SIPAC Forage Field Day. She was discussing her research  about sorghum-sudangrass as a 
forage with attendees.  Livestock Producers Could Soon Have Another Forage Option After Purdue Breakthrough | Hoosier Ag 

Today Information shared by:  Dr. Keith Johnson, Purdue Extension Forage Specialist 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhoosieragtoday.com%2Flivestock-producers-could-soon-have-another-forage-option-after-purdue-breakthrough%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb044f03cad894e2e706c08d99f9994c7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhoosieragtoday.com%2Flivestock-producers-could-soon-have-another-forage-option-after-purdue-breakthrough%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb044f03cad894e2e706c08d99f9994c7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

November Horticulture Calendar 

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

Flowers, Vegetables and Small 
Fruits 

November 
 Prevent bark splitting of young and thin-barked 

trees, such as fruit and maple trees. Wrap trunks 
with tree wrap, or paint them with white latex (not 
oil-based) paint, particularly on the south- and 
southwest-facing sides. 

 Protect shrubs such as junipers and arborvitae from 
extensive snow loads by tying their stems together 
with twine. Carefully remove heavy snow loads with 
a broom to prevent limb breakage. 

 Protect broadleaves, evergreens or other tender 
landscape plants from excessive drying (desiccation) 
by winter sun and wind. Canvas, burlap or polyeth-
ylene plastic screens to the south and west protect 
the plants. Similarly, shield plants from salt spray on 
the street side. 

 Provide winter protection for roses by mounding 
soil approximately 12 inches high to insulate the 
graft union after plants are dormant and tempera-
tures are cold. Additional organic mulch such as 
straw compost or chopped leaves can be placed on 
top. 

November 
 Check houseplant leaves for brown, dry edges, 

which indicates too little relative humidity in the 
house. Increase humidity by running a humidifier, 
grouping plants or using pebble trays. 

 Extend the lives of holiday plants such as poinset-
tias and Christmas cactus by placing them in a 
cool, brightly lit area that is free from warm or 
cold drafts. 

 Houseplants may not receive adequate light be-
cause days are short and gloomy. Move plants 
closer to windows, but avoid placing foliage 
against cold glass panes. Artificial lighting may be 
helpful. 

 Because growth slows or stops in winter months, 
most plants will require less water and little, if any, 
fertilizer. 

 

 If you are forcing bulbs for the holidays, 
bring them into warmer temperatures after 
they have been sufficiently precooled. Bulbs 
require a chilling period of about 10 to 12 
weeks at 40 degrees F to initiate flower buds 
and establish root growth. Precooled bulbs 
are available from many garden suppliers, if 
you did not get yours cooled in time. Then 
provide two to four weeks of warm temper-
ature (60 F), bright light and moderately 
moist soil to bring on flowers. 

 When shopping for a Christmas tree, check 
for green, flexible, firmly held needles and a 
sticky trunk base – both indicators of fresh-
ness. Make a fresh cut, and keep the cut end 
under water at all times. 

 Evergreens, except pines and spruce, can be 
trimmed now for a fresh supply of holiday 
greenery. 

November 
 To protect newly planted or tender perennials 

and bulbs, mulch with straw, chopped leaves or 
other organic material after plants become 
dormant. 

 Store leftover garden chemicals where they will 
stay dry, unfrozen and out of the reach of chil-
dren, pets and unsuspecting adults. 

 Once the plants are completely dormant and 
temperatures are consistently below freezing, 
apply winter mulch to protect strawberries and 
other tender perennials. In most cases, 2 to 4 
inches of organic material such as straw, pine 
needles, hay or bark chips will provide adequate 
protection. 

 Check produce and tender bulbs in storage, and 
discard any that show signs of decay, such as 
mold or softening. Shriveling indicates insuffi-
cient relative humidity. 

 Clean up dead plant materials, synthetic mulch 
and other debris in the vegetable garden, as well 
as in the flowerbeds, rose beds and orchards. 

 Make notes for next year’s garden. 
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By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

Horseradish is ready to dig after a hard freeze kills the foliage 
(usually November or December). The large roots can be har-
vested while smaller, pencil sized roots can be cut in 6-8 inch 
long sections as 'seed' or 'sets' for next year's crop which are 
then immediately re-planted. Another option is to leave the 
horseradish in the ground and dig as needed. If you choose the 
latter option, be sure to heavily mulch the area so that the 
ground doesn’t freeze.  
 
To use horseradish, peel the large, fleshy roots and cut into sec-
tions. Use a blender or food processor to chop the roots along 
with a small amount of water and a couple of ice cubes.  Vinegar 
or lemon juice is added to stop the process that produces the “bite” of horseradish. Add immediately after 
blending for a mild flavor or wait up to 3 minutes to give the horseradish more kick. Use 2 to 3 tablespoons 
of vinegar or lemon juice per cup of horseradish sauce along with ½ teaspoon of salt for flavor.  
 
Horseradish has an extremely strong odor and so you may wish to open the blender or food processor out-
doors and to keep your face away from the container when opening. Store ground horseradish in a tightly 
sealed jar in a refrigerator until ready for use.  

Horseradish  

Soil Prep Now for Peas Next Spring  
By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

Peas can be planted earlier in the spring than just about any other vegetable crop because they can grow 
well at a soil temperature of 40 degrees. Though other crops such as lettuce, parsnips and spinach can 
sprout at lower temperatures (35 degrees), they don’t start growing well until the soil reaches about 45 de-
grees. However, soils are often too wet to work in the spring. Therefore, you may wish to prepare the soil 
now rather than next spring so that planting can take place as early as possible even if those spring soils are 
wet. Wait until soil temperatures reach 40 degrees next spring and sprinkle the seeds on the soil and push 
them in with your finger. Protection from rabbits and deer will probably be needed as they will be attracted to 
anything green coming up so early.  

Begin Rabbit Protection Now  
By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

Rabbits may begin to nibble on newly planted trees and shrubs through the winter. Protect your investment 
with at least 2-foot-tall cylinders of 1-inch-mesh, chicken wire, or similar barrier. Remove the barrier in the 
spring or it can be left in place for a time. Just remember to remove it before it starts to constrict the trunk. 
Other control methods include plastic tree wraps and liquid rabbit repellents sprayed on the plants. Repel-
lents will need to be reapplied each time it rains.  

Timely Reminders…  
By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

1. Work fallen tree leaves into the garden every two weeks to increase organic matter.  

2. Drain hoses and irrigation systems before winter.  

3. Fertilize cool-season lawns if you haven’t done so yet.  

4. Dig up and store tender bulbs such as cannas, callas and glads after the leaves are browned by frost.  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 

V ISIT  U S  ON  THE  W EB  AT :  
ht tps :/ /ex tens ion .purdue . ed u/
l awrence/Page s/de f au l t . a spx  

O R  ON  F ACEBOOK :    

Purdue  Ex tens ion —Lawrence  
County  

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage  
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Bedford, Indiana 
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Have some fun this Thanksgiving with 
your family at the dinner table and do 
a Mad Libs activity with them, like to 
below...create some laughter, perhaps 
a memory or two and enjoy the time 
together!  Be thankful always and 
Blessings to one and all!! 

https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/

