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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

USDA-ARS Heat Stress Monitoring App:   

Monitor heat stress predictions on the go with an USDA-
ARS app for your mobile devices.  

Rotational Grazing of  Sheep and Goats Video: 

Purdue Unv. Extension’s presentation about Rotational Grazing of  Sheep and Goats.  52 mins 

Recording is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YK3-o4mHnSI  

Recording%20is%20available%20at%20https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=YK3-o4mHnSI
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Summer Horticulture Calendar 

April  

 Start seeds of warm-season plants, including toma-
toes, peppers, eggplant, marigolds, zinnias and petu-
nias, indoors for transplanting later to the garden.  

 Harden off transplants started earlier in spring be-
fore planting outdoors – gradually expose the young 
plants to outdoor conditions of wind,  

      brighter sunlight and lower moisture.  

 Apply fertilizer to houseplants according to label di-
rections as days grow brighter and longer and new 
growth begins. Foliage plants require relatively high 
nitrogen fertilizer, while blooming plants thrive on 
formulations that are higher in phosphorus.  

 Keep Easter lily in a bright, cool location, out of di-
rect sunlight. Water as soil begins to dry. The yel-
low, pollen-bearing anthers inside the flower can be 
removed by pinching to prevent staining of the pet-
als.  

July 

 Keep newly established plants watered during dry 
weather. Allow water to penetrate deeply into soil 
rather than sprinkling frequently and lightly. 

 Apply mulch around young plants to help con-
serve soil moisture and control weeds. 

 Do not plant bare-root or ball-and-burlap stock at 
this time of year. Container-grown plants still may 
be planted, but only if you can keep them well wa-
tered. 

 Continue a fruit tree spray program to keep diseas-
es and insects under control. 

 Remove water sprouts (sprouts from the trunk) 
and suckers (sprouts from the roots) from fruit 
trees. 

 For those fortunate growers who have a good crop 
this year, prop up fruit tree branches that are heav-
ily loaded with fruit. 

 Pinch off faded rose blossoms. Continue rose 
spray program to control insects and diseases. 

 Many Indiana trees are plagued by “lawn-mower 
blight.” Be careful to avoid nicking tree trunks 
while mowing. 

 When watering lawns, apply 1 to 1.5 inches of wa-
ter in a single application per week. Frequent, light 
sprinklings will encourage roots to stay shallow, 
making them more susceptible to drought. 

 Bluegrass is a cool-season plant and is under great 
stress during hot, dry summers. If water is not ap-
plied, the bluegrass will become dormant and will 
turn brown, until more favorable conditions arrive 
in autumn. For extreme dry conditions, rescue wa-
tering is required to keep the plants alive, while still 
dormant. Apply one-half inch of water every 2-4 
weeks. 

 Mow grass one-half inch higher than usual during 
the dry, summer months to help conserve soil 
moisture. Do not mow when lawn is under severe 
drought stress. 

 Don’t remove clippings from the lawn unless grass 
is excessively tall or weedy. Clippings return some 
nutrients to the soil and do not add to thatch 
buildup. 

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

July 
 Plant frost-tender plants after danger of frost has 

passed for your area. This includes warm-season 
vegetables such as tomatoes, peppers, eggplant 
and vine crops as well as most annual flowers and 
tender perennials, such as cannas, gladiolus, dahl-
ias, tuberous begonias and caladiums. 

 Pinch chrysanthemums and annual flower plants 
to keep them compact and well-branched. 

 Make successive plantings of beans and sweet 
corn to extend the season of harvest. 

 Thin seedlings of early-planted crops such as car-
rots, lettuce, spinach and beets to their proper 
spacing. 

 Harvest early plantings of radishes, spinach and 
lettuce. 

 Harvest asparagus by cutting or snapping spears 
at or just below soil level. 

 Harvest rhubarb by cutting, or grasp the stalk and 
pull it up and slightly to one side. 

 Control cucumber beetles, carriers of bacterial 
wilt, as soon as cucumber plants germinate or are 
transplanted to prevent disease. 

 Remove blossoms from newly set strawberry 
plants to allow better runner formation. 

 Remove unwanted sucker growth in raspberries 
when new shoots are about a foot tall. 

Flowers, Vegetables and Small 
Fruits 

July 

 Watch closely houseplants that have been set 
outdoors. They need more water than they did 
indoors. They can dry out rapidly in hot, summer 
breezes. 

 Propagate houseplants by taking cuttings from 
vigorously growing plants. Place cut end in root-
ing media, such as perlite, vermiculite or peat 
moss soil mix. Enclose in plastic, and keep out 
of direct sunlight. 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming 

lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 

V ISIT  U S  ON  THE  W EB  AT :  
ht tps :/ /ex tens ion .purdue . ed u/
l awrence/Page s/de f au l t . a spx  

O R  ON  F ACEBOOK :    

Purdue  Ex tens ion —Lawrence  
County  

Non-Profit 
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https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/

