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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

It is that time again for the annual Custom Rate Survey responses to be collected!.  If you are a producer or custom rate 
applicator PLEASE take the time to complete the Qualtrics survey at the link below. THIS SURVEY IS ANONY-
MOUS! The results of this survey are widely used by those within Indiana.  This survey can be filled out both by those 
that perform custom services and those that hire custom services.  Even if you as producer can only complete one or 
two items on the survey, it is important to receive your information and we very much appreciate your time and      
assistance!  This survey is available until March 31, thank you for your assistance in completing this survey.  Qualtrics 
Survey: https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eKChLstQukdrXtb 

Custom Rate Survey information being collected again! 

Shaun Casteel, Purdue Extension Soybean Specialist, is part of a collaborative project evaluating management 
and perceptions on soybean yield and quality. He is asking that growers take a few moments to complete the 
following survey:  http://bit.ly/SoybeanQualitySurvey 

The link will take you to an approval page via Kansas State then click through the questions. The survey should  
take 5-10 minutes and is supported by United Soybean Board. 

Soybean Quality Survey: 

related%20to%20beef%20(placement%20and/or%20entrepreneur)
http://bit.ly/SoybeanQualitySurvey
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

March Horticulture Calendar 

March 
• Plant new trees and shrubs as soon as the soil 
dries enough to be worked. Plant bare-root plants 
before they leaf out. Soils may be exceptionally wet 
this spring as winter snows thaw.  

• Fertilize woody plants before new growth begins, 
but after soil temperatures have reached 40 degrees 
F.  

• Remove winter coverings from roses as soon as 
new growth begins. Prune out dead canes and ferti-
lize as needed. Delay pruning into live canes until 
after winter injury can be assessed.  

• Apply superior oil spray to control scale insects 
and mites when tips of leaves start to protrude 
from buds.  

• Prune trees and shrubs, except those that bloom 
early in spring, while plants are still dormant. If 
winter injury is a concern, delay pruning until after 
dieback; desiccation injury can be assessed as plants 
come out of dormancy.  

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

March 
• Gradually harden off transplants by setting 
them out-doors during the daytime for about a 
week before plant-ing.  

• Follow last fall's soil test recommendations for 
fertilizer and pH adjustment. It's not too late to 
test soil if you missed last year.  

• Start seeds of warm-season vegetables and 
flowers in-doors; in northern and central Indi-
ana, wait until the end of March or early April. 
Transplant to the garden after danger of frost 
has passed.  

• Watch for blooms of early spring bulbs, such 
as daffo-dils, squill, crocus, dwarf iris and snow-
drops.  

• Remove old asparagus and rhubarb tops, and 
sidedress the plants with nitrogen or manure. 
Plant or transplant asparagus, rhubarb and small 
fruit plants.  

• Remove winter mulch from strawberry beds as 
soon as new growth begins, but keep the mulch 
nearby to protect against frost and freezes.  

• Remove weak, diseased or damaged canes 
from rasp-berry plants before new growth be-
gins. Remove old fruit-ing canes if not removed 
last year, and shorten remaining canes if neces-
sary.  

• Prune grapevines after winter injury can be as-
sessed.  

• Plant cool-season vegetables and flowers as 
soon as the ground has dried enough to work. 
Do NOT work the soil while it is wet; wait until 
it crumbles in your hand. If the soil forms a solid 
ball when squeezed, it's still too wet.  

Flowers, Vegetables and Small 
Fruits 

March 
• Start garden seeds indoors for transplanting out-
doors later in spring.  

• Check stored bulbs and produce for decay; discard 
damaged items.  

• Prune, repot and clean houseplants as needed.  

• Begin fertilizing houseplants as new growth ap-
pears. Keep spent leaves and flowers removed to 
improve appearance and encourage more blooms.  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Control Efforts for Poison Hemlock and Buttercups Begin in Late Winter 
– Dr. J.D. Green, UK Extension Weed Specialist  
 Late winter is one of the best times of the year to assess fields and fencerows for presence of cool-season weeds. 
Further, the preferred time to implement control tactics can often be in March as daytime air temperatures 
begin to rise and are maintained above 55F. This is when cool-season weeds are younger and begin their active 
vegetative growth before initiating flowers later in the spring. Winter annual and biennial weeds typically ger-
minate from seed in the fall and produce flowers during the spring...to continue reading this article please visit: 
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/control-efforts-for-poison-hemlock-and-buttercups-begin-in-late-winter/? 

Fertilizer Nitrogen Sources for Forage Production 
— John Grove and Chris Teutsch 

As the 2021 forage production season approaches, nitrogen (N) management will be a key component of soil 
fertility programs for pastures and hayfields. The objective of this article is to provide an update on the fertilizer 
N sources that can be used to increase both yield and forage quality and inhibitors/stabilizers that can be used to 
prevent N losses...to continue reading this article please visit:  https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/fertilizer-
nitrogen-sources-for-forage-production/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a 

Strategies for Reclaiming Hay Feeding Areas 
University of Kentucky Extension has a publication, “Strategies for Reclaiming Hay Feeding Areas” that could be 
beneficial to all livestock producers that utilize winter hay feeding areas.  You can find pub AGR-255 at this link 
for more information:  http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR255/AGR255.pdf 

Potassium: The ‘I Don’t Get No Respect’ Nutrient 
— ~Dr. Jimmy Henning, originally in Farmer’s Pride  
When your only tool is a hammer, everything looks like a nail. So goes an old joke about someone who seems to 
be fixed on one issue or action. Applying enough fertilizer potassium (often referred to as potash, muriate of 
potash, or MOP) to forage crops seems to be my current hammer. It is too simplistic to think potassium applica-
tion fixes every problem, but an increasing number of my farm forage inquiries end up involving a lot of discus-
sion about this fertilizer nutrient. What I hope to do with this article is to help you better understand potassium 
and its importance in forage production....to continue reading this article please visit:  https://
kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/potassium-the-i-dont-get-no-respect-nutrient/?
mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a 

Maximizing Success with Frost Seedings of Clover 
— ~Dr. Jimmy Henning, originally in Farmer’s Pride  
A good friend has chided me about always talking about renovating pastures with clover. Our conversations go 
something like this: “How long are you going to keep telling us to renovate pastures with clover?” My response: 
“When producers do what I say!” To be fair, this is a producer that DOES do what I say, but he makes a good 
point. Why do we talk about it every year? Because it is that important. In fact with our forage base dominated 
by toxic tall fescue, renovation with clover is arguable THE most important practice for pastures. Clover im-
proves yields and quality and directly counteracts the toxic effects of endophyte-infected tall fescue.....to  
continue reading this article please visit:  https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/maximizing-success-with-frost-
seedings-of-clover-2/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a 

https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/control-efforts-for-poison-hemlock-and-buttercups-begin-in-late-winter/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/fertilizer-nitrogen-sources-for-forage-production/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/fertilizer-nitrogen-sources-for-forage-production/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR255/AGR255.pdf
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/potassium-the-i-dont-get-no-respect-nutrient/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/potassium-the-i-dont-get-no-respect-nutrient/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/potassium-the-i-dont-get-no-respect-nutrient/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/maximizing-success-with-frost-seedings-of-clover-2/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
https://kyforagenews.com/2021/03/01/maximizing-success-with-frost-seedings-of-clover-2/?mc_cid=b9839991da&mc_eid=9342c2521a
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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FREE PARP CREDITS!!! Register at this link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/e101-cultivating-

readiness-env-spills-and-emergencies-in-agriculture-tickets-141371103777?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/e101-cultivating-readiness-env-spills-and-emergencies-in-agriculture-tickets-141371103777?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/e101-cultivating-readiness-env-spills-and-emergencies-in-agriculture-tickets-141371103777?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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OSU Article “Let’s Talk Bull’s” in 3/3/21 Ohio BEEF Cattle e-Newsletter:  

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/03/talking-bulls/#more-10313 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/03/talking-bulls/#more-10313
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 



Lawrence County Agriculture and Natural Resources                                       March 2021

 

ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming 

lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 

V ISIT  U S  ON  THE  W EB  AT :  
ht tps :/ /ex tens ion .purdue . ed u/
l awrence/Page s/de f au l t . a spx  

O R  ON  F ACEBOOK :    

Purdue  Ex tens ion —Lawrence  
County  

Non-Profit 
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Bedford, Indiana 
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https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/

