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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

When the irises begin to bloom, expect up to 1.5 million cicadas per 
acre to begin boiling out of the ground. This spring Indiana will see the 
emergence of the 17-year cicadas (Brood X). These insects feed under-
ground for most of their lives drinking sap from tree roots. Once every 
17 years they emerge en masse, climb up trees, sing (though it sounds 
more like screaming), mate, and lay their eggs on the tips of tree 
branches. This cycle is completely natural and has a long history in writ-
ten and oral records. Cicadas are not harmful to humans, provide a feast for wildlife, and mostly only 
cause cosmetic injury to trees. However, there are some trees that will need protection to survive.  To 
read more on the 17 year cicadas and learn about how to protect your young trees, please visit these 
websites for additional information: 

1. https://www.purdue.edu/fnr/extension/purdue-landscape-report-17-year-cicadas-are-coming/ 

2. https://extension.purdue.edu/whitley/article/40159#:~:text=%E2%80%9CSmall%
20ornamental%20trees%20and%20shrubs,the%20primary%20cultural%20controls%20available 

17-Year Cicadas Are Coming 

https://www.purdue.edu/fnr/extension/purdue-landscape-report-17-year-cicadas-are-coming/
https://extension.purdue.edu/whitley/article/40159#:~:text=%E2%80%9CSmall%20ornamental%20trees%20and%20shrubs,the%20primary%20cultural%20controls%20available
https://extension.purdue.edu/whitley/article/40159#:~:text=%E2%80%9CSmall%20ornamental%20trees%20and%20shrubs,the%20primary%20cultural%20controls%20available
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

March Horticulture Calendar 

April  
 Plant a tree in celebration of National Arbor Day, 

which is April 29. Bare-root stock should be plant-
ed before new top growth begins. Balled- and-
burlapped and containerized stock can still be 
planted later in spring.  

 Fertilize woody plants before new growth begins. 
Two pounds of actual nitrogen per 1,000 square 
feet should be sufficient.  

 Complete pruning chores, removing dead and in-
jured branches first.  

 Apply a prebloom, multipurpose orchard spray to 
fruit trees.  

 Remove winter coverings from roses, but keep 
mulch nearby for protection from late freezes. 
Prune and fertilize as needed.  

 Apply pre-emergent herbicide to control crabgrass 
in lawns. Approximate dates of application are late 
March to mid-April in southern Indiana and mid-
April to early May in northern Indiana. Exact tim-
ing varies each year with weather conditions.  

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

April  

 Plant seeds of cool-season crops directly in the 
garden, as soon as soil dries enough to be 
worked. When squeezed, soil should crumble 
instead of forming a ball. Cool-season crops that 
can be direct-seeded include peas, lettuce, spin-
ach, carrots, beets, turnips, parsnips and Swiss 
chard.  

 Plant transplants of cool-season crops, such as  
      broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels sprouts,  
      kohlrabi and onions.  

 Plant or transplant asparagus and rhubarb 
crowns. For best plant establishment, do not 
harvest until the third year after planting.  

 Plant sections of certified, disease-free potato 
“seed” tubers.  

 Allow foliage of spring-flowering bulbs to re-
main in place after blooms fade. Leaves manu-
facture the food reserves, which are then stored 
in the bulb for a repeat showing next year.  

 Plant hardy perennials, such as daylilies and del-
phiniums.  

 Start tuberous begonias and caladiums indoors 
for transplanting to garden later.  

 Remove winter mulch from strawberries, but 
keep mulch handy in case late frosts are predict-
ed and to help keep weeds under control.  

 Plant or transplant strawberries, raspberries and 
other small fruit.  

 Prune grape vines to remove dead or weakened 
limbs, and repair support trellises as needed.  

Flowers, Vegetables and Small 
Fruits 

April  

 Start seeds of warm-season plants, including toma-
toes, peppers, eggplant, marigolds, zinnias and petu-
nias, indoors for transplanting later to the garden.  

 Harden off transplants started earlier in spring be-
fore planting outdoors – gradually expose the young 
plants to outdoor conditions of wind,  

      brighter sunlight and lower moisture.  

 Apply fertilizer to houseplants according to label di-
rections as days grow brighter and longer and new 
growth begins. Foliage plants require relatively high 
nitrogen fertilizer, while blooming plants thrive on 
formulations that are higher in phosphorus.  

 Keep Easter lily in a bright, cool location, out of di-
rect sunlight. Water as soil begins to dry. The yel-
low, pollen-bearing anthers inside the flower can be 
removed by pinching to prevent staining of the pet-
als.  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Biosecurity Considerations when Transitioning Newly Purchased Cattle into the Herd 
– Steve Boyles, OSU Extension Beef Specialist  
The objective is to avoid new diseases introduced through replacement stock and airborne diseases. Typically, 
new animals are quarantined for at least 30 days and more typically for 60 days before being introduced into the 
herd. If on-site, the isolation area should be of some distance and downwind from other animals. Practicing all-
in, all-out procedures will make it easier to clean and reduce opportunities by personnel to introduce contami-
nants to the main herd. Minimize cross-contamination of feeding/watering equipment.  Here are some suggest-
ed procedures ...to continue reading this article please visit: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/biosecurity-
considerations-when-transitioning-newly-purchased-cattle-into-the-herd/#more-10599 

Will increasing corn and soybean prices impact feeder cattle prices this year and in      
future years? 
— Dr. Andrew Griffith, Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of Tenn.  

A question was asked last week how increasing corn and soybean prices will impact feeder cattle prices this year 
and in future years. In the short-run, higher feed prices will put pressure on feeder cattle prices, because it will 
be more expensive to feed them. However, this particular question was about pasture and hay acres potentially 
shifting into corn and soybean acres which would reduce the number of cattle over the next few years. 

...to continue reading this article please visit:  https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/will-increasing-corn-and-
soybean-prices-impact-feeder-cattle-prices-this-year-and-in-future-years/ 

Breeding for Cow Longevity and Utilizing Available Tools to Accomplish a Productive 
Beef Cow Herd 
View webinar here:  https://youtu.be/Kxm_TaH8gBo 

2021 Brings Chance to Improve Hay Quality!!! 
— Chris Teutsch, UK Research and Education Center at Princeton  
A summary of ten years of hay testing results from the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s forage testing 
program. This sample set included more than 14,000 hay samples. ....to continue reading this article please visit:  
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/2021-brings-chance-to-improve-hay-quality/#more-10477 

There is more than one right way to finish a steer 
— Dr. Katie VanValin, Assistant Extension Professor, University of Kentucky  
About a year ago, our industry buzzed with talk about finishing local beef. Our friends and neighbors found 
empty grocery store shelves and instead turned to their local beef producers to fill their freezers. Last year shed 
light on direct-to-consumer beef production. This concept of local beef is not a new one. Instead, it is more a 
case of what was old is new again. .....to continue reading this article please visit:  https://u.osu.edu/
beef/2021/03/31/there-is-more-than-one-right-way-to-finish-a-steer/#more-10627 

Taking the Bull from the Sale Ring or Winter Storage, Making Him the Athlete He Needs 
to Be 
— Stan Smith, PA, Fairfield County OSU Extension  
Recently we visited in this publication about the value in having a bull that’s passed a breeding soundness ex-
am (BSE) and is ready to go to work when called upon. One thing we’ve perhaps yet to discuss is what needs to 
happen after the bull has passed his BSE, or is purchased, and until he goes to the breeding pasture. While a bull 
might have been a “potentially satisfactory breeder” on the day of his BSE, it is important that the time that pass-
es from then until the day he must go to work are spent in a way that allows him to remain sound while also 
transitioning to the pasture he’ll be working. .....to continue reading this article please visit:  https://u.osu.edu/
beef/2021/03/24/taking-the-bull-from-the-sale-ring-or-winter-storage-making-him-the-athlete-he-needs-to-

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/biosecurity-considerations-when-transitioning-newly-purchased-cattle-into-the-herd/#more-10599
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/biosecurity-considerations-when-transitioning-newly-purchased-cattle-into-the-herd/#more-10599
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/will-increasing-corn-and-soybean-prices-impact-feeder-cattle-prices-this-year-and-in-future-years/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/will-increasing-corn-and-soybean-prices-impact-feeder-cattle-prices-this-year-and-in-future-years/
https://youtu.be/Kxm_TaH8gBo
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/2021-brings-chance-to-improve-hay-quality/#more-10477
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/there-is-more-than-one-right-way-to-finish-a-steer/#more-10627
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/31/there-is-more-than-one-right-way-to-finish-a-steer/#more-10627
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/24/taking-the-bull-from-the-sale-ring-or-winter-storage-making-him-the-athlete-he-needs-to-be/#more-10590
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/24/taking-the-bull-from-the-sale-ring-or-winter-storage-making-him-the-athlete-he-needs-to-be/#more-10590
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OSU Article “Let’s Talk Bull’s” in 3/3/21 Ohio BEEF Cattle e-Newsletter:  

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/03/talking-bulls/#more-10313 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/03/03/talking-bulls/#more-10313
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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Information below about calibration techniques for grain/forage seeding drills:  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming 

lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 
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