
It’s that time for our High School students to start thinking about 
their future education! 

 
 
 

At Purdue University, we are empowering students to direct their  
own futures through the FREE Purdue Fast Start Program,  

which makes higher education more affordable for all. 
Learn more at: 

https://www.admissions.purdue.edu/purduefaststart/ 
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Jennings County 4-H
July / August Newsletter

Important Dates 
July
29-31 - Indiana State Fair 

August 
1-21 - Indiana State Fair

23 - State Fair projects available
for pick up 

September 
9 - t-shirts & county projects
must be picked up

12 - 6:30pm Livestock
Committee Meeting @ Jennings
Co. Public Library 

26 - 6:00pm 4-H Council
Meeting @ Jennings Co. Public
Library

30 - State Fair projects must be
picked up 

October
1 - 4-H Enrollment Opens

10 - 6:00pm Livestock
Committee Meeting @ the
Jennings Co. Public Library 

24 - 6:00pm 4-H Council
Meeting @ the Jennings Co.
Public Library

Dear 4-H Families & Volunteers,
          I wanted to thank you all once again for a great
summer. I know many of you had lots of fun during
the fair, 4-H camp, round-up, and other summer 4-H
activities. I know I enjoyed getting to know many of
you during these events. 
          It's hard to believe that it's already time for
students to go back to school. I hope this summer
you were able to make many memories with your
family and friends and that you continue to do so as
you go into the school year. I wish you all luck as you
begin adjusting to your new school schedule.
          As fall approaches, we will be gearing up for
another 4-H year. The official 4-H enrollment window
is October 1, 2022 through January 15, 2023. In
October, all current 4-H families will receive
information about enrollment in a special mailing. 
                                     Sincerely, 
                                     Baylee Dwenger
                                     4-H Youth Development Educator

2022
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 2022 4-H Camp 
2022 Round Up                               2022 Jr. Leader Completion Trip 
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4-H T-Shirts 
4-H t-shirts that were ordered prior to fair are available for pick up at the
Extension Office. Please pick up these items by Friday, September 9th. 

Dates & Schedule
- Open July 29 - August 21 closed on Mondays &
Tuesdays

- You can find a detailed schedule of livestock shows and
other fair activities online by visiting
www.indianastatefair.com or you can stop by the
Extension Office for a State Fair Pamphlet. 

County Fair Projects 
There are still several county fair projects that need picked up. These are available for
pick up at the Extension Office. Please have these items picked up by Friday,
September 9th. 

Farm Bureau Tenure Winners

Congratulations to the
Farm Bureau Tenure

Winners!
Elaina Wahlman

&
Hope Diekhoff

State Fair 

Project Release 
- State fair projects will be released on August 22nd. The office staff will pick up all
projects unless otherwise arranged ahead of time. Please call (812)352-3033 if you
would like to personally pick up your state fair projects. 
- State fair projects may be picked up from the Extension Office beginning August
23rd. Please have these picked up by September 30th. 



Jennings County 4-H

10 Year
Members 
Jake Sturgeon

Alyssa Kent
Gage Gasper

Reagan Brown 
Paris Sporleder

Morgan Lane
Mark Sargent
Hope Diekhoff

Elaina Wahlman
Caitlyn Schuck

Amy Vogel
Allison Stephens
Abraham Yoder 

Jul/Aug
2022
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Hats for Sale
The below Jennings County 4-H Hats are for sale. They are $20.00 each
and can be purchased at the Extension Office. All proceeds support the
4-H Council. 

 Tumblers for Sale 

The below Jennings County 4-H Tumblers are for sale.
They are $25.00 each and can be purchased at the
Extension Office. All proceeds support the 4-H
Livestock Committee. 

Front   Back 



Jacobi Sales 
Soils Plus 
In Memory of Frank & Anne
Biehle by Don & Anita Biehle 
Holton Food Mart
FPBH, Inc
Chad Whittymore
Lawyer Excavation
Valley Vista Farms 
CowCo Inc
Laughery Valley Ag
The Bait Shack 
Sawyer Pickett Funeral
Home
Indiana Farm Bureau
Insurance - Josh Leonard
J.D. Bebout & Son 
Paswater Automotive
Services 
United Senior Solutions 
L & R Cattle 
Reddington Rear Wheelers

Watching 4-H Grow
Barnes Limousin 
McHayley's Construction &
Concrete 
In Memory of Roger Maschino by
Don & Anita Biehle 
L & H Electric, LLC
Jeff Royse Roofing and
Contracting 
Dove-Sharp & Rudicel
Southeastern IN REMC 
J & C Feed & Farm Supply 
Jackson County REMC
Azalia Elevator 
Tom Lawson Real Estate &
Auction 
Brewer Livestock 
Nutrient Ag Solutions 
Bartholomew County REMC
Clear Water Simmentals 
Royalty & Associates 
Shepherd Insurance - Jess Bailey 

Jennings County 4-H Jul/Aug
2022

Page
4

Thank you to the following 2022
livestock auction buyers.. .

Bode Electric Inc. 
Wagster Crop Production 
WAC Transportation 
P & Y Farm Fresh Market 
Shepherd Insurance 
Bingham Farm Machinery 
Layman Hummel Insurance 
Vanosdol Construction 
SEI Communication 
P & Y Farms 
Biehle Electric 
Consolidated Grain & Barge 
Country Chevrolet 
Family Ford CDJR
CR Chem Solutions 
The Parts House, LLC 
ALl Star Paving 
L & M Glick 
Jennings Co Farm Bureau, Inc
Farm Bureau Insurance - Jeff
O'Connor
Zimmer Tractor 

Outstanding 4-Hers
Congratulations to our 2022

Outstanding 4-Hers!
Therese Hauersperger

& Katlynn Asbury

Endowment Scholarship
Congratulations to our 2022 4-H Endowment

Scholarship winners! 
Elaina Wahlman, Amy Vogel, Allison Stephens,

& Gage Gasper



Jennings County 4-H

Goins Home Improvement &
New Construction
Graham Creek Farm 
Greg Hicks State Farm 
Gudgel Family 
Hearne Vision Care LLC
J & C Feed & Farm Supply 
J. C. Travel Unlimited 
Jackson County REMC 
Jake & Nadine Suhre 
Jennings County Democratic
Committee
Jennings County Soil & water 
Jennings Veterinaries, Inc
Johnny & Katie Suhre 
Joyce's Flowers, Inc.
Koenig Equipment 
Kristie Asbury 
Lane Show Calves 
Larry & Terri French 
Laughery Valley Ag
Letts Hardware & Equipment 
Linda Day & Family 
Louis Kellar 
Margie Georgi 
Mark & Barb Biehle & Family 
Maschino Family Farm 
Mike & Cheryl Ward 
NexGen 

Jul/Aug
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Thank you to the following 2022 Exhibit Hall
and Livestock Award Sponsors.. .  

812 Driving School 
Almosta Farm -Brian & Erin
Biehle 
Bingham Farm Machinery 
Bob & Beth Steiner 
Bode Electric, Inc 
Brad & Emily Ponsler & Family 
Bradshaw Building
Specialties, Inc.
Brewer Livestock, LLC
Bright Insurance Service, Inc
Chris & Jess Bailey 
Claas
Coffee Creek Conservation
Club 
Columbia Home Extension 
Columbus Industrial Electric,
Inc. 
Ebbing Auto Parts
Elise Allen 
Farm Bureau Inc. 
First United Methodist
Church 
Fischvogt Family 
FPBH, Inc Surveyors &
Engineers 
G5 Transportation, LLC 
German American Bank 
Gilbert & Judy Maupin 

Norma Rowe 
Ponsler Family Farms 
Ralph Cooley 
Redicker Enterprises, LLC
Redicker Family Farms, LLC
Rick & Jean Klene 
Riley-Gasper Agency 
Rose Acre Farm 
SEI Communications 
Sharp for Sheriff 
Shepherd Insurance - Jess
Bailey 
St. John Feed & Seed 
St Joseph Catholic Church
Ladies Group 
Sycamore Group - Julie
Greathouse 
Tempest Tool & Machine, Inc. 
The Eye Care Group 
The Yard Barbours
Tom & Bev Martin 
Trent Miller
Vogel Farms Inc. 
Vojkufka Family 
Wagster Crop Insurance 
Zenas Livewires & Plowboys 
Zimmer Tractor Aurora 



Eastern Hellbender Salamander

Rebekah Barger: bargerr@purdue.edu

August Garden Calendar

Lawns, Woody Ornamentals, and Fruits
Check Trees and shrubs that have been planted in recent years for girdling
damage by guy wires, burlap, or twine.
 
Don’t fertilize woody plants now. It stimulates late growth that will not have time
to harden off properly before winter.
 
Hand-prune and destroy bagworms, fall webworms and tent caterpillars.
 
Pears are best ripened off the tree, so do not wait for the fruit to turn yellowish on
the tree. Harvest pears when color of fruit changes — usually from a dark green to
a lighter green — and when the fruit is easily twisted and removed from the spur.
 
Prune out and destroy the raspberry and blackberry canes that bore fruits this
year. They will not produce fruit again next year, but they may harbor insect and
disease organisms.
If the weather turns dry, keep newly established plants well-watered. New plants
should receive 1-1.5 inches of water every 7 to 10 days.
 
Begin seeding new lawns or bare spots in established lawns from mid-August
through mid-September.
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The Eastern Hellbender Salamander is a giant salamander that is 
native to the Eastern and Central parts of the United States. It is known 
for being the largest salamander in all of North America. The population 
of the hellbender has declined significantly since the 1980’s, however it 
has been recorded that the population has been declining since 1957. The
population decline has been said to have been caused by water quality issues.
In the state of Indiana, the hellbender only remains in Blue River. Scientists in
partnership with other organizations have been working to improve our water. In
October of 2019, two low-head dams in Indian Creek in Corydon, Indiana. The
removal of the dams has helped to clear sediment from the water and reconnect
Blue River which leads into the Ohio River. This is a perfect time for hellbender
augmentation. Purdue Forestry and Natural Resource’s “Help the Hellbender”
crew released 41 of their adult hellbenders raised in captivity into the Blue River
on July 20th. This release is the first of several scheduled for this summer. Purdue
rearing lab and over 12 years worth of their lab’s work has been featured in a new
documentary, “Hellbender in the Blue”. The film is available for purchase or can
be streamed trough Vimeo on Demand. 
 



August Garden Calendar Continued

Indoor Plants And Activities
Bring in cuttings from annual garden plants such as impatiens, 
coleus, geraniums, and wax begonias to overwinter indoors. Root the 
cuttings in peat moss, potting soil, perlite, or moist vermiculites 
instead of water.
 
Order spring flowering bulbs for fall planting
 
Cut flowers rom garden to bring a little color indoors, or dry for everlasting
arrangements.
 
Flowers, Vegetables, and Small Fruits
Keep the garden well-watered during dry weather and 
free of weeds, insects and disease.
 
Complete fall garden planting by direct-seeding carrots, 
beets, kohlrabi, kale and snap beans early this month. 
Lettuce, spinach, radishes and green onions can be planted
later in August and early September. Don’t forget to 
thin seedlings to appropriate spacing as needed.
 
Harvest onions after the tops yellow and fall, then cure them in a warm, dry,
well-ventilated area. The necks should be free of moisture when fully cured in
about a week’s time.
 
Harvest potatoes after the tops yellow and die. Potatoes also need to be cured
before storage.
 
Pick beans, tomatoes, peppers and squash often to encourage further
production.
 
Harvest watermelon when several factors indicate ripeness: the underside
ground spot turns from whitish to creamy yellow; the tendril closest to the
melon turns brown and shrivels; the rind loses its gloss and appears dull; and
the melon produces a dull thud, rather than a ringing sound when thumped.
 
Harvest sweet corn when kernels are plump and ooze a milky juice when
punctured with your fingernail. If the liquid is watery, you’re too early; if the
kernels are doughy, you’re too late.
 
Keep faded flowers pinched off bedding plants to promote further flowering
and improve plant appearance.
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Seek and Find on the ANR Newsletter!!!
 

Find this ear of corn hidden somewhere in the ANR Newsletter!!!

References:
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/indiana/stories-in-

indiana/hellbender-salamander-indiana/?_ga=2.143162357.1359329251.1659359736-
17225847.1658502355

https://ag.purdue.edu/department/extension/hellbender/index.html
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/august-garden-calendar/



Upcoming Events
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Upcoming PARP Events

Featured Jennings ANR Services
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Soil Sample and Testing:
Jennings Co. Extension Office
offers soil sample bags and
test forms for sample
submission. We have a soil
probe available to borrow.  
Office hours are Monday-
Friday, 8am-4pm

Plant and Bug Identification:
If you need a plant, weed, or
bug identified, bring it to our
office and Rebekah Barger, our
ANR Educator, should be able
to assist you with that. Please
call ahead at 812-352-3033 to
make sure Rebekah is in the
office and available to assist
you. You can always take some
photos of the specimen and
email those to Rebekah for ID
as well at bargerr@purdue.edu



Page
5

Ag & Natural Resources July/Aug
2022



Farm Fresh Foods (F3)

ServSafe Food Handler Certification

Health & Human Sciences

F3 is a 12 week program to assist those with health
concerns to make lifestyle changes to positively
impact their health. We recently started a series for
this program, but are looking forward to our next
class. If you or someone you know would benefit from
a program like this, please contact Deidre at the
Extension Office to learn more.
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If you sell food to an end consumer in the state of Indiana, you are
either identified as a Retail Food Establishment or a Home-Based Vendor.
Individuals who sell goods at farmers’ market or roadside stands are 
operating under home-based vendors laws. Indiana recently passed a new
law (HB 1149) which includes changes that will impact all person’s operating 
as a home-based vendor. 

All home-based vendors must obtain a food handler certificate from a
certificate issuer that is accredited by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI). Our office will be offering ongoing ServSafe Food Handler
training the next few months. This training fulfills the new requirement under
the HB 1149 law and is valid for three years. 

Training with be held on August 29 from 9am-1pm at the Jennings Extension
office. The training cost is $40. You can register online or contact our office for
assistance. See enlcosed flyer for more information about the training. More
information can be found at: https://bit.ly/Home-BasedVendors

August 29, 2022
9AM-1PM -  $40.00

Jennings Extension Office
Register: https://cvent.me/Z90wZa

July/Aug
2022

Reading Made Fun-Volunteers please read!
Volunteers for Reading Made Fun will need to attend a required training with
Deidre before the program begins this winter. The training will be announced
later this fall, but if you are interested in supporting the reading program this
school year in all Jennings Kindergarten classes, please contact the office.

 Atina Rozhon: arozhon@purdue.edu
Deidre Wagster: dwagster@purdue.edu

http://iga.in.gov/static-documents/8/8/d/4/88d4c8cb/HB1149.04.ENRS.pdf
https://anabpd.ansi.org/accreditation/credentialing/certificate-issuers/AllDirectoryListing?prgID=212,238&statusID=4


Nutrition Education Program Updates
Hi all,
I hope everyone has been able to take full advantage of the summer weather, staying
cool on the hot days, and enjoying the recent rain. It’s been a fun couple of months in
the Purdue Extension Jennings office – and I’m not just talking about the Jennings
County Fair! 

1. Let’s Move! Jennings has been a big success! The 8-week walking program was
created by Joining Jennings for Healthy Living and started the week after the Jennings
County Fair. Each week, there are walks at a local park/recreation area, in downtown
North Vernon, and to different townships in the county. We’ve had a high of 32 people at
one walk and our final walk will finish on Saturday, August 13th at the Hayden Historical
Museum. We’ll have a wrap up event starting at 9:30am at the museum, come join us!

2. The Boys & Girls Club of Jennings County’s Education Garden has been producing for
several weeks now and the kids seem to love the chance to garden and enjoy the fruits
of their labor so to speak! Thanks to everyone who helped get that project started!

3.  Dr. Jennifer Stanley started a walking group at the end of last year – each meetup
starts with a brief discussion of health and everyone walks for about 45 minutes. It’s a
simple concept that promotes health! The walking group is southcentral Indiana’s first
Walk with a Doc chapter. Join us on Friday, August 19th at 4pm at the Vernon Gym to get
your steps in!

4. The Jennings County Community Foundation recently convened a meeting of
community organizations and individuals that provide food to youth in Jennings County.
During the meeting attendees decided a Jennings County Food Security Coalition
should form to coordinate across groups and make sure all children in Jennings County
are have access to nutritious food. If you are interested in helping please contact myself
at 812-352-3037 or the Jennings County Community Foundation at 812-346-5553.

5. The Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan process has begun. The Jennings County
Commissioners approved our Request for Qualifications, which will be sent out to
potential consulting firms that will help our local advisory team write the master plan. Be
on the lookout for announcements of public input sessions in a few months!

If you’re interested by this work or know someone who is, contact our office or email me
at jeffwalker@purdue.edu. Many groups in our community are looking for people with
the willingness to work on making Jennings a healthier place. I’d be happy to connect
you with one of those efforts!

                                          Healthfully yours,  
                                                   Jeff Walker
       Community Wellness Coordinator

  

 

Health & Human Sciences
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Jeff Walker: jeffwalker@purdue.edu

mailto:jeffwalker@purdue.edu


Home Food Preservation

 Have you had your pressure canner tested this year? Yearly testing
is recommended so you do not under-process. Our office offers
gauge testing for $5.00 per gauge. 
 Are you using tested recipes? If not, we can lead you in the direction
of resources to use. One is the “So Easy To Preserve” cookbook or
the Complete Guide to Home Canning; both are available from our
office. 

Gardens are starting to produce and you might be looking for ways to
preserve all of it. A couple of things to keep in mind:

1.

2.

Purdue Food Preservation Website: puext.in/food-preservation
 

Peach Jam (makes about 8 half pint jars)

2 quarts crushed, peeled peaches
1/2 cup water
6 cups sugar

Sterilize canning jars. combine peaches and water; cook gently 10 minute.
Add sugar; slowly bring to boil, stirring occasionally until sugar dissolves.
Cook rapidly until thick, about 15 minutes; stir frequently to prevent sticking.
Pour hot jams into hot jars, leaving 1/4 inch headspace. Wipe jar rims and
adjust lids. Process 5 minutes. in a Boiling Water Bath. 

NOTE: For Spiced Peach Jam, tie the following ingredients  in cheesecloth
and add to the jam during cooking. Remove spice bag before pouring hot
jam into hot jars. Process as directed for peach jam.
1 teasoon whole cloves
1/2 teaspoon whole allspice
1 stick cinnamon (3 inch piece)

Recipe from "So Easy to Preserve"-Cooperative Extension-The University of Georgia

 

Health & Human Sciences

Page
3

July/Aug
2022

Community Connections-flyers enclosed

Reaching Rural Veterans
Walk with a Doc
Schneck Foundation Announcements

 

ServSafe Food Handler
Mental Health First Aid
Nutrition Education Program

 



Event Date: August 29, 2022

Event Location: Jennings Co. Extension Office  

Street Address: 200 E Brown St, Vernon IN

 

 : 

Training Cost: $40 

Time 9 am to 1 pm EST    

 

ServSafe Food Handler  
Certificate of Achievement 
The ServSafe Food Handler course is for anyone who needs basic 
food safety and food handling training, including home-based 
vendors, food service workers, volunteers, or others who work with 
food who only need the basic training. This course is NOT 
intended for foodservice managers. To obtain your foodservice 
manager certification, you must take the ServSafe Food Protection 
Manager course and exam. ServSafe Food Handler satisfies training 
requirements for HBVs outlined in Indiana House Bill 1149. This 
program focuses on key aspects including basic food safety, 
personal hygiene, cross-contamination and allergens, time and 
temperature, and cleaning and sanitation. 

The half-day training includes a booklet and assessment. The 
Certificate of Achievement is valid for three years. A photo ID with 
signature is required to take the assessment (driver license, state ID, 
student ID, military ID, employee ID, U.S. green card, or valid 
passport). 

The ServSafe Food Handler training fulfills the food safety training 
requirements mandated for home-based vendors in the state of 
Indiana. After passing the assessment, your Food Handler 
Certificate of Achievement will be documented with the National 
Restaurant Association so that you have easy access at any time to 
look up and prove your training. 

https://cvent.me/Z90wZa

County Location:Jennings     
County Registration Deadline: 08/22/2022. 



ServSafe Food Handler Certificate Training and Assessment 

Credit Card Payment: Online registration closes five business days prior to training/assessment date. 

Check Payment: The pay-by-check option close 10 business days prior to an event when registering through the online 
portal. All mail-in registration forms must be received by the deadline date in order for training materials to be ordered 
on your behalf. Registrants will not be added to the training roster if the payment is not received by the deadline. 
Contact the educator directly if you need assistance in paying with a check past the deadline date. A confirmation 
email will be sent to the attendee once registration is received. 

Training materials will not be shipped until payment is received: Make checks payable to: Purdue          University. Checks 
must include: County, Date, and Registrants Name. Mail to: Education Store 301 S. 2nd Street Lafayette, IN 47901 

Bring to the training: A photo ID with signature is required to take the assessment. (e.g., driver’s license, state ID, 
student ID, military ID, Employee ID, U.S., Green Card, or valid passport) and your training materials if applicable.

REGISTRATION FORM: Confirmation will be sent once form is received.

Company Name:  Contact Name: ____________________________ 

Attendee Name:    Attendee Email:  _______________________________________________ 

Phone:       Address:   _______________________________________________ 

City: _________State: ______________ZIP:  ______________________ 

• Check here if special accommodations are needed (pre-registration required) ________
• Select manual language: English _______ Spanish _______
• Select assessment language: English _______  Spanish_______

5/11/2022 

Registration Options Price Quantity Total 

Training, Booklet and 
Assessment $40 

Overall total 

PREFERRED REGISTRATION 
METHOD: 

Online Registration : 
https://cvent.me/Z90wZa 

Best way to contact for registration 
questions is by email: 
edustore@purdue.edu 

Phone Number: 
765-494-6794

mailto:edustore@purdue.edu


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

                                                                     https://www.eatgathergo.org/careers/ 

https://www.eatgathergo.org/careers/
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