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This year has been a year of adaptation and
adjustment for most of our Extension program areas.
During the Annual Meeting, Elysia Rodgers—County
Extension Director/Ag & Natural Resource Educator and
Angela Sorg—Health & Human Science Educator, will
share how they have adapted their programming
to serve clients during this Coronavirus climate.
We will also be awarding our Friend of Extension and
announcing incoming Extension Board members.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

4-H ENROLLMENT OPEN
FOR 2021!
Began October 1...Ends January 15, 2021
RETURNING 4-H FAMILIES and VOLUNTEERS: DO NOT create new family profiles!
Use your previous email and password to log into your family profile and re-enroll.
Contact the Extension Office for assistance retrieving your email and/or password.

NEW URL: v2.4honline.com
*At this time, the NEW 4HOnline web page is still experiencing
some technical difficulties, so we would encourage you to wait until
after NOV. 5 to start your enrollment process.*
COST: $25 4‐H Program Fee* (Grades 3-12).
There is no charge for Mini 4-H (Grades K-2),
only $5 for club dues at their first meeting in
the spring. The 4‐H Program Fee is non‐
refundable. The fee is assessed at the time
of registration and can be paid online by
credit or debit card, or paid at the Extension
Office by cash, personal check or money
order (Extension Office is not able to process
credit /debit cards).
*$25 each for up to three children, $10 for each
additional child for families with four or more
children enrolling.

4-H Enrollment (State)
Fee Reimbursement!

The first 50 youth who enroll in 4-H
by Feb. 15, 2021 and whose families
are Noble REMC electric customers,
will have the State portion of the 4-H
Program Fee reimbursed by the REMC.
Upon enrolling and paying the
Program Fee, a credit voucher can be
obtained by eligible participants by
contacting the Extension Office. Bring
in or mail the voucher to NOBLE REMC
for a $15 bill credit.

4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

For being a different year and different style,
I would still call our 2020 4-H Auction a success.
Just as a reminder, here is what the rest of the
process looks like for our youth that participated
in the auction.
•

Very shortly, the Township Auction Chairmen
(or the Office) will be sending out letters to each

auction participant with a list of the people,
who donated to your lot, with their addresses.
•

Youth must write thank-you letters to each
donor and turn them in, ready to be mailed to
their Township Auction Chairmen...NOT the
Extension Office. Once this is done, your child
will receive their check from the auction.

TOWNSHIP AUCTION CHAIRMEN
Township

Chairman

Phone

Township

Chairman

Butler/Keyser

Julie Malcolm

260-357-6255

Richland

Stephanie
260-413-2904
Haynes-Clifford

Concord/Spencer/ Chris & Dana
Newville
Hedges

260-238-4041

Smithfield/
Grant

Brent McHenry 260-908-1512

Fairfield

Tom Orwig

260-541-0068

Union

Tom Smith

260-925-1159

Franklin

Jennifer Bassett 260-678-9868

Mandy Capp

260-908-3033

Jackson

Larry Springer

Wilmington/
Stafford/Troy

260-927-3845

Phone

CHECK DEDUCTION EXPLANATIONS
Every Lot that participates in the DeKalb County 4-H Auction has deductions taken from their checks
each year. Here is what those deductions include:


1% will be deducted to help defray costs of conducting the regular sale (i.e. postage, checks, sale
cards, etc.)



2% will be deducted for the Capital Improvement Fund for improvements to 4-H buildings on the
Fairgrounds.

NEW WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY

4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

• 907 animals exhibited in-person

• 263 Rabbit exhibited, 230 Poultry
exhibits, 150 Swine exhibits, 112
• 42 exhibits exhibited virtually
Goats exhibited, 59 Sheep exhibited,
• 266 individual Exhibitors
61 Dairy Feeder/Steer exhibits, 62
Beef exhibits, and, 12 Dairy exhibits
• 226 youth participated in the Online
Auction that raised over $104,400 • 205 youth participated in
prior to Township Auction
Showmanship
Committee Add-ons!

If you are a 4-H volunteer, don’t forget to log into your 4HOnline account and
re-sign your Adult Behavioral Expectations (ABE) form.

NEW URL: v2.4honline.com
The training video must now be completed every year when you re-enroll as a volunteer.
*If you do not have Adobe Flash Player on your computer, it will prompt you to allow it.
If you would like to become a 4-H volunteer, please contact the
Extension Office for a New Volunteer packet.

NOV 11

Veterans Day—Extension Office closed

NOV 18

4-H Council—7 pm, Exhibit Hall

NOV 26-27

Thanksgiving—Extension Office closed

DEC 9

ANNUAL MEETING—6 pm, Exhibit Hall

DEC 16

4-H Council—7 pm, Exhibit Hall

DEC 24-25

Christmas—Extension Office closed

JAN 1, 2021

New Year’s Day—Extension Office closed

JAN 25, 2021

4-H Scholarships due
(4HOnline enrollment must be completed and paid)

4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

4-H Year In Review Sale
We still have several copies of the 2017 and 2018 4-H
Year in Review Scrapbooks available. We are just asking
for a donation if you’d like a copy. These will be
available until December 15.
Stop by the Extension Office and pick up a copy today!

Each of these families and companies helped add a little extra to our fair this year. If you
have time, please drop them each a “Thank You” for their contributions!

CHAMPION T-SHIRTS
Beck’s Hybrids
6767 E. 276th St., Atlanta IN 46031
Haynes Dairy Farm
0511 Co. Rd. 40, Garrett IN 46738

Pinnacle Seeds LLC
4094 Co. Rd. 12, Waterloo IN 46793
Walker Seed Solutions
4275 Co. Rd. 22, Waterloo IN 46793

Don’t forget to send a “Thank You”
note to your award sponsor(s).
Your “Thank You” note may
encourage them to sponsor
again next year.
Your thank you note can make
a difference!

AES WIRELESS INTERNET
INSTALLATION
Jason & Karla Kreischer Family
6003 Co. Rd. 47, St. Joe IN 46785

BREEDERS WORLD AUCTION FEE
SPONSORSHIP
DeKalb Farm Mutual Insurance
525 Michigan Ave., Auburn IN 46706

HEALTH & HUMAN SCIENCES

Welcome to Families Tackling Tough
Times Together, an initiative of Purdue
University’s College of Health and Human
Sciences. This program supports families
as they deal with the COVID-19
pandemic. Guided by scientific evidence
about family resilience, the “pop-up”
program is being developed by HHS along
with contributing partners from Purdue
and beyond, with the aim of helping
families strengthen their resilience while
they cope with the crisis. All materials
are carefully vetted and include engaging
and fun activities that fit easily into daily
life. Families with children, youth, young
adults and older adults will find materials
tailored for them. Additional features
include podcasts with experts, live events
and community engagement activities.
All are welcome; we especially welcome
military families.
Coronavirus is a serious problem.
Families are working hard to meet the
needs of children, extended family
members, jobs, education and other
challenges. Parents want to reassure
their children and manage their own
anxiety. With families now spending so
much time together, this is also a great
time to build family strengths.
Who can participate?
Anyone interested in building resilience
in their family is welcome to participate.

Is there a cost or obligation?
There is no cost or obligation to
participate.
How does the Facebook group work?
Families can join a public Facebook group
called Families Tackling Tough Times
Together. Each week, based on a specific
resilience theme, a carefully-selected kit
of information and activities for families
is posted on Facebook. We hope families
try them out and share their experiences
back with the community to build mutual
support. “Bonus” activities will include
live events, demonstrations, and story
hours. Materials will be tailored for
families of all types, with specific
attention to children, youth, young
adults, and elders. The kits are now being
released on this website.
To learn more, go to:
https://www.purdue.edu/hhs/families-together/

HEALTH & HUMAN SCIENCES

Feeling lonely and being
isolated are bad for your
health. Loneliness and
social isolation have been
associated with higher
rates of depression, a
weakened immune system,
heart disease, dementia,
and early death.
Are you at risk?
Try to stay active and
better connected if you:

•

Get moving! Exercise
decreases stress, boosts
your mood, and increases
your energy.
•

Volunteer. You’ll feel
better by helping others.
•

Stay in touch with
family, friends, and
neighbors in person,
online, or by phone.
•

Consider adopting a
pet. Animals can be a
• live alone or are unable source of comfort and may
to leave your home.
also lower stress and blood
pressure.
• feel alone or
disconnected from others.
•

recently experienced a
major loss or change.
•

are a caregiver.

•

lack a sense of purpose.

Ideas for staying
connected
•

Find an activity that you
enjoy or learn something
new. You might have fun
and meet people who like
to do the same thing.

To learn more about
loneliness and social
isolation, go to:
https://bit.ly/3dqjJUU

EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS

HAPPY FALL Y’ALL!
Hasn’t it been beautiful with the weather and
the leaves? What bright and beautiful colors
the leaves have been. I love the fall. But,
don’t get too relaxed...snow is right around
the corner!
I don’t have much information to share.
Things are pretty quiet (if you know what I
mean). Clubs are meeting very little. But,
better to be safe than sorry!
The state is planning the Spring District
Meeting on Tuesday, March 16 hosted by
Whitley Co. I hope all is cleared up by then.

I was very busy canning. Now, I am very busy
crocheting. Try to keep yourself busy, so you
don’t have time to dwell on all this anger and
hatred.

And, please don’t forget to VOTE! Stay safe
and happy!
One small positive thought in the morning
can change your whole day. You got this!!!

YOUR HAPPY PRESIDENT

NOV 4

Danger of Opioids — *cancelled*

NOV 5

EH Board/Council—6 pm, COB

NOV 11

Veterans Day—Extension Office closed

NOV 16

Sew Day — *cancelled*

NOV 21

Cookie/Candy Stroll — *cancelled*

NOV 26-27

Thanksgiving—Extension Office closed

DEC 7

Co. Christmas Party — *cancelled*

DEC 9

ANNUAL MEETING—6 pm, Exhibit Hall

DEC 14

Candy Making — *cancelled*

DEC 24-25

Christmas—Extension Office closed

JAN 1

New Year’s Day—Extension Office closed

JAN 7

EH Board/Council—6 pm, COB

*COB indicates lower level of the County Office Bldg. at 215 E. 9th St., Auburn.

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Gardening Prep
During the Cold
Winter Months
by Vincent Cotrone—Extension Urban Forester,
Pennsylvania State University

The days are shorter, the wind is cold and
prune. Remember, once you cut it off, you
plants are dormant. But this is one of the best
can't glue it back on.
times to start planning for Spring! We should • Plan your vegetable garden for the coming
be preparing for another successful season of
year, keeping in mind the need to rotate
gardening in winter.
crops. Keep a record of your garden plans
for each year to see what is growing well
Here are some tips to consider:
and what struggled.
• Start by cleaning and sharpening your

garden tools so they are ready for spring.
Make sure to store your tools indoors to
avoid them rusting. Drain garden hoses and
store them away to avoid freeze damage.
• Make a note of tools and supplies you will

need for the next growing season and get a
head start on purchasing them while there
are holiday discounts.
• Prepare to prune trees and shrubs during

their dormant winter season. Cutting into
live tissue during the winter will help
prevent the spread of diseases. Removing
dead branches in the winter will allow for
good wound closure when spring arrives.
Make sure you know how to properly

• Read seed catalogues to familiarize yourself

with new plant varieties and determine
which will work for your climate, and site
conditions.
• Learn more about gardening by attending

Extension-sponsored workshops or
webinars. Yes, you can learn lots sitting at
home this winter watching lectures that
broadcast live over the internet (webinars)
or previously recorded lectures that are
archived on the Purdue Master Gardener
web page found at
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master
-gardener/

“Don’t think the garden loses its ecstasy in winter.
It’s quiet, but the roots are down there RIOTOUS.”
~ Rumi

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Adapted from an article by David Beaulieu for The Spruce website

Decorating outside during
the Holiday season can be as
easy as using many natural
“ingredients” found around
your property.

The Spruce / David Beaulieu

Landscaping can be the Best
Outdoor Holiday Decoration:
Nicely-maintained holly
bushes can flank your front
door, creating a festive mood
with their bright red berries.
Let's also not overlook
the creeping junipers—these
tidy ground covers are
workhorses, looking great
throughout the year. They can
also be a practical choice if
you're in need of soil erosion
control on a hillside.

Grapevine Wreaths
Decorated with Holly Berries:
The typical Christmas wreath
is composed of evergreen
sprigs, into which a number of
other items may be inserted;
however, grapevine is another
great option. Evergreens are
inserted into the vine base as
an accent along with any
number of holiday items:
ornaments, light strands,
berries, pinecones, decorative
ribbon, etc.

Traditional Evergreen
Wreaths or Swags:
If you have evergreen trees or
shrubs on your property, you
can easily create outdoor
wreaths (use a wreath frame
and floral wire to create your
base, then add colorful
accents), swags (in the form of
hanging door decorations or
beautiful strips around door
and window frames), or
decorations in outdoor pots.

NOV 11

Veterans Day—Extension Office closed

NOV 26-27

Thanksgiving—Extension Office closed

DEC 9

ANNUAL MEETING—6 pm, Exhibit Hall

DEC 24-25

Christmas—Extension Office closed

JAN 1, 2021

New Year’s Day—Extension Office closed

JAN 13-15, 2021

Fort Wayne Farm Show, FW Coliseum
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by Beth Hall, Indiana State Climatologist

September was dry across Indiana with some counties being
the driest on record since 1895 (Figure 1). Four counties –
Owen, Morgan, Johnson, and Hendricks – experienced the
driest September on record, with over 30 counties
experiencing a September that was in the driest ten percent of
years. Unfortunately, there is very little indication that most of
Indiana will receive above-normal precipitation throughout the
rest of October.
The likelihood of a La Niña strengthening has been increasing in
recent weeks. Historically, what this has meant for Indiana is a
wetter winter (Figure 2). There is a bit of uncertainty with this
prediction, however. First, while winters have been
categorized as either El Niño, Neutral, or La Niña since the early
1950s, the number of those years that have fallen into those
categories is relatively small. In other words, if this represents
approximately 70 years of data, and one assumes 1/3 of these
years was either an El Niño, Neutral, or a La Niña winter, that
leaves only about 23 years per category. Furthermore, those
phases are labeled by their strength. If we assume that among Figure 1. County ranks for
precipitation over the 1895 through 2020
those 23 years per phase, 1/3 was either weak, moderate, or
strong in its strength, then we are now only looking at about 8 period. Source: NOAA Climate At-A-Glance
years to draw a climatological conclusion on what a similar La Niña winter will look like in Indiana.
Sadly, the climatological uncertainty does not stop there. Our climate has been changing significantly
since the late 1970s. Therefore, the number of past years to use as guidance for this upcoming
winter is even smaller.
What can we glean from all of this? Climate
scientists tend to agree that this coming winter is
likely to be warmer than average, and if it is
going to be wetter, Indiana is likely to experience
this closer to the end of the winter season, if not
early spring – February and March. Will that
increased wetness fall as rain or snow? Will it fall
in fewer, heavier events or be spread evenly over
those weeks? We’ll leave those answers up to
the weather forecasters who will be predicting
Figure 2. Typical winter season climate patterns associated three-to-seven days out!
with a La Nina.
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