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Based on an article by Tom Krawiec
In the book, ‘Too Big To
Know,’ author David
Weinberger discusses how
the internet and our access to
the internet have radically
changed the face of
knowledge and expertise. In
our current environment,
anyone can be an expert
because of our availability to
information. This is to say, in
any room there may be a host
of experts on a variety of
topics. It got me thinking
about my ‘room’ of experts.
The most powerful advice
comes from people who are
intelligent, have education,
and who have a lot of
experience. This last group of
people are the ones I strive to
have in my ‘room!’ Not only
do they give me a great deal

of help, they are also very
interesting to talk with. They
tend to have a lot of passion
and are normally a wealth of
knowledge on many more
topics than the one at hand.
Do you have your room built?
•

Ask questions of people
you meet. You never know
who may be an expert.

•

Get enough info so you
can contact them at a
later date. You never
know when their expertise
could help you out.

•

ASK!! The only way to get
the help you require is to
ask.

•

Park your ego. If you don’t
know or don’t understand
(Continued on page 8)
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HEALTH & HUMAN SCIENCES

Did you know that there is an International
Day of Happiness? It is a day that gives you
permission to just be happy! I thought in a
world filled with so much right now that we
could simply join our friends around the
world: “Don’t worry, be happy.” Enjoy –
Angela Sorg, HHS DeKalb County
The International Day of Happiness is an
annual event organized by the United
Nations to promote the idea that feeling
happy is a global human
right. Actionforhappiness.org supports and
organizes the day, with support from other
groups.

International Day of Happiness: 2021
The theme for this year's International Day of
Happiness is 'Keep Calm. Stay Wise. Be Kind'
and is in response to the COVID pandemic. As
we face an ongoing global crisis together, this
year's International Day of Happiness is a
chance to find uplifting and positive ways to
look after ourselves – and one another.
Exploring the theme further, Action for
Happiness suggests:








Keep calm. There are lots of things outside
our control. Let’s remember to breathe and
focus on what really matters so we can
respond constructively.

the Coping Calendar (see picture) and
joining the 10 Days of Happiness coaching
program.

The benefits of happiness


The key to human wellness is strong social
ties and a sense of purpose.



Having a positive mindset is responsible for
as much as 90% of our feelings of wellbeing.



The science of happiness continues to be,
perhaps, the most valuable area of studies,
concentrating as it does on the question of
how to find or increase happiness levels.



People who are happy tend to live longer
and have fewer health problems. Indeed,
happier people are less likely to have high
blood pressure and heart issues.

Stay wise. Making wise choices helps
everyone. Let’s choose positive actions that
One thing remains clear – we still have a lot to
support our well-being and help others to do
learn about this area of study and the myriad
the same.
benefits of a life well-lived. Hopefully the
Be kind. We’re all in this together, even
International Day of Happiness can raise even
when we’re forced apart. Let’s stay
more awareness of this and help us all to be
connected and reach out to help others who happy in 2021 and beyond.
may be in need.
To read full article go to https://bit.ly/3jRALyy
Furthermore, this International Day of
Happiness you can get involved by sharing

EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS

HELLO, LADIES and welcome 2021!
Two months are gone already this year.
And, I hope you all are safe, happy and
healthy. I hope this year brings new crafts,
classes, meetings, and a whole lot of HUGS!
We are going to jump back into Extension
Homemakers in March with masks and
social distancing. It has been a long year in
2020. I have missed all of you. Let’s get
back together and have some fun.

given by Joyce Doty on March 18, 6 pm. The
cost is $5 per person and each participant
will receive a supply kit and take home 5-6
decorated cards. Be sure to reserve your
spot with Joan Hursh. at 260-925-0617.
Also, we will have our Spring Fling on April
10, 9 am to 2 pm at the Exhibit Hall (date
and location change), and Sew Day on
Monday, April 19, 9 am to 3 pm, and bring a
dish to share.

The Spring District Meeting is going virtual “You don’t have to control your thoughts, you just
have to stop letting them control you.”
on March 16th. We will discuss this more at
Council Meeting on March 4th, 6 pm. We
will be having our DIY Greeting Cards class

MAR 1

• Newly Elected Officer List due
• EH Scholarship Applications due in Extension Office

MAR 4

EH Board/Council—6 pm, COB

MAR 16

Spring District Meeting (VIRTUAL)

MAR 18

DIY Greeting Cards—6 pm, COB

MAR 28

• New Members/Recruiters List due
• 25- & 50-Year Members due
• Outstanding Homemaker nominations due

APR 2

Good Friday—Extension Office closed

APR 10

Spring Fling—9 am-2 pm, Exhibit Hall

APR 19

Sew Day—9 am-3pm, COB

MAY 6

Achievement Night & Cultural Arts Judging

MAY 13

EH Board/Council—6 pm, COB

MAY 27

Game Night—6 pm, Exhibit Hall

*COB indicates lower level of the County Office Bldg. at 215 E. 9th St., Auburn.

EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS

Here is the 2021-2022 IEHA President’s
theme “Honor Our Heritage—Forge Our
Future” created by Jan Gogel. Jan will be the
new IEHA State President following Home &
Family Conference in June.

Card-Making with
Thursday, March 18 @ 6 pm

Co. Office Bldg. (Lower Level)
COST: $5 per person

“SPRING INTO JOY”
Saturday, April 10
9:00 am—2:00 pm
Exhibit Hall
*New date & location*

Cost: $10/person
Lunch provided
RSVP with payment by
Friday, March 26 to Joan Hursh
4295 CR 47, Auburn IN 46706



AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Lindsay Purcell, Purdue Urban Forestry Specialist

While it is difficult to determine
winter injury until bud break,
Purdue specialists say it is now
time for homeowners and others
with ornamental plants to evaluate
their plants for damage that needs
to be corrected.
"As plants awakened from their
winter slumber, you may notice
some branches that exhibit dieback
or plants that fail to flower or leaf
out. Be sure to practice good
cultural practices this spring to
help injured plants recover and
provide good growing conditions
going into the summer."
Plants such as crape myrtle that
are marginally winter-hardy in
specific areas have survived
winters of relatively mild
temperatures. But such plants
could die or sustain damage
including dieback to the ground as
a result of the harsh winter.

"Also, plants that were already
stressed due to other factors, such
as disease or the drought of 2020,
will be especially vulnerable to the
extremes of this past winter," they
say.
Purdue specialists note that plants
that have evolved in temperate
zones such as the Midwest protect
themselves from freezing

temperatures by
going dormant.
During that
period, they are
at their most
cold-hardy
condition of the
season.
Although plants
are dormant
during the
winter months,
Yew bushes with winter damage.
the specialists
(photo by Gail Ruhl)
note that plant
tissue still is
These specialists advise those with
subject to losing too much water landscape plants against
a condition called desiccation overreacting to the damage by
especially from frigid temperatures
applying fertilizer too early and in
and strong winds. Evergreens,
excessive amounts. Processing
especially broadleaved evergreens
additional nutrition takes much
such as Rhododendron, Mahonia
energy from plants, possibly
boxwood and holly, are the most
harming them and further delaying
susceptible because they have
recovery.
greater leaf surface area through
which to lose water compared with "Everyone loves their trees and
deciduous plants, which have no
shrubs and wants to help out with
leaves during dormancy.
lots of attention and love," they
say. "However, too much can be
Plants such as yew also could be
detrimental."
damaged from salt and other
chemicals that were frequently
applied to roadways, sidewalks and
parking lots. Such damage
resembles drought symptoms of
root damage.

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Preparing your Pastures for Spring
Jessica A. Williamson, PH.D.
Former Extension Forage Specialist
Pennsylvania State University

As the snow that covered
the majority of the
Midwest late this winter
continues to melt away,
seedlings of perennial
forages will begin to
emerge from the ground,
reflecting a hint of green across
pastures as a reminder that spring
is on the way. When planning to
get your pastures ready for spring,
the earlier the planning begins the
better.

Photo by Amanda Radke

Dragging Pastures

One benefit of grazing livestock is
that 80% of the nutrients that
animals consume are returned to
the soil. Dragging pastures that
have wintered livestock allows the
Soil Fertility
manure to be better distributed
and prevents forage from being
Applying fertilizer according to
smothered by manure piles.
your fall soil sample will ensure
Dragging is recommended as soon
optimum pH and soil fertility
according to your targeted forage as manure piles are no longer
frozen to disperse forage seeds
species. Ensuring proper soil
within the manure and provide
fertility provides your desirable
them the proper seed-to-soil
plants an advantage over
unwanted species. Maintaining the contact needed to germinate Later
proper pH increases the availability in the grazing season, the control
of nutrients to forages by releasing of parasites is also increased by
breaking-up manure piles and
them from the soil, as well as
disrupting their life cycle.
increases the activity of beneficial
soil bacteria.

(Continued from FRONT COVER)

something, ask for clarification rather than
keep your mouth shut. Most people are
pretty tickled when they can tell you
something new.

•

Grazing Management
After evaluating past managed
grazing systems and determining
what did and did not work on your
operation, early spring can be the
best time to plan how to improve
your grazing system in the
upcoming grazing season. Walking
fence lines and repairing where
necessary is a task that can
alleviate a lot of headache later in
the season.
Now is the time to capitalize on
warm, early spring days by
preparing for the upcoming
growing season!

If you do not have a personal connection
with someone, they are not in your room.
Sending an email to an author or speaker is
not the same as emailing someone you met
at a party.

Good luck in building up your room!

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Register by March 5th
http://bit.ly/2021FWFS

THURSDAYS / MARCH 4-25

Midwest Women in Ag Education Series

FRIDAYS / MARCH 5-APRIL 16

Forage Forum Fridays

TUESDAY-THURSDAY/ MARCH 8-11

Virtual Fort Wayne Farm Show Education Sessions

THURSDAY / MARCH 25

Purdue Small Ruminant Lunch N Learn: Kid & Lamb
Early Feeding and Nutrition

MONDAYS / APRIL 19, 26, MAY 3

Healthy Soils/Healthy Plants Program

WEDNESDAYS / APRIL 21-MAY 26

Direct Farm Marketing Program

FRIDAY-SATURDAY / JUNE 11-12

Northern Indiana Grazing School (Rossville IN)

4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

•

•

The Horse & Pony Judging Team earned a "trip" to
the National 4-H Horse Judging Contest, hosted by
Utah 4-H. Lily Tucker placed 4th and Kara Surface
placed 8th. Rounding out the team were Anna
Taylor and Emilia Taylor. Together, the four
teammates were the 4th place team overall,
against teams from Texas, Wyoming, Kentucky,
Colorado, and even Alaska! They judged 10
classes and gave four sets of memorized reasons
via Zoom. Many thanks to coach Brenda Seely!

Caleb's project (photo A) was
"Lichtenberg figures."
He used electricity to wood
A
burn a figure testing the
best solution.
Maggie's project (photo B)
was titled “Keepin’ It Hot.”
She worked to discover
which coffee to-go cup
B
would keep coffee the
hottest for an extended time.

Lakewood Park Christian School announced its Jr.
High Science Fair winners. 1st Place - Caleb
Schlabach; 2nd Place - Maggie Kruse; and 3rd
Aaron's project (photo C) looked
Place - Aaron Young. All three of these kids are in at UV protection.
Jackson Blue Ribbons 4-H Club! Congratulations
and well done!
C

•

Lauren Brown (4-H Power) Senior Scholarship Applicant

•

Creigh Dircksen (Franklin Busy
Bees) - Senior Scholarship
Applicant, Accomplishment
Scholarship Applicant in three
categories: Animal Science
Meat and Milk Production,
Healthy Living, Food and
Nutrition Science; and
Leadership

•

•

Sydney Hefty (Jackson Blue
Ribbons) - Senior Scholarship
Applicant, Accomplishment
Scholarship Applicant in the
Animal Science Small and
Companion Animal category
Olivia Rigby (Jackson Blue
Ribbons) - Accomplishment
Scholarship Applicant in two
categories: Animal Science
Small and Companion Animal;

and Plant and Environmental
Science
•

Brock Seiler (4-H Power) Senior
Scholarship Applicant

•

Lillian Tucker (Nevershirk Club)
4-H Club Scholarship Applicant,
Accomplishment Scholarship
Applicant in the Communication
category, and Senior
Scholarship Applicant

(SAMPLE ONLY)

4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

DEKALB CO. 4-H COUNCIL
AMAZON SMILE LINK:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1417324
(Use your current Amazon login information)
How does DeKalb County 4-H Council receive the
donations? Each quarter, the AmazonSmile
Foundation makes donations to eligible charitable
organizations by electronic funds transfer. Donations
will be transferred approximately 45 days after the
end of each calendar quarter. To account for Product
returns, a portion of the quarterly donations will be
withheld until the next donation cycle, subject to any
reduction due to returns from prior quarters.

AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable
organization. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile,
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable
organization.
What is the AmazonSmile Foundation? The
AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) private
foundation created by Amazon to administer the
AmazonSmile program. All donation amounts
generated by the AmazonSmile program are remitted
to the AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the
AmazonSmile Foundation donates those amounts to
the charitable organizations selected by our
customers. Amazon pays all expenses of the
AmazonSmile Foundation; they are not deducted
from the donation amounts generated by purchases
on AmazonSmile.

How does AmazonSmile work? When first visiting
AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select
DeKalb 4-H Council Inc. from over one million eligible
SIGN UP TODAY AND SUPPORT DEKALB COUNTY 4-H!
organizations. In order to browse or shop at

MAR 8

Club Leader Activity Night—6:00 pm, Exhibit Hall

MAR 10

4-H 101 New Parent Orientation—7:00 pm, COB

MAR 13

Beef/Dairy Beef ID—8-10:00 am, Fairgrounds

MAR 14

Rabbit Project Call-out Meeting—2-4:00 pm, Exhibit Hall

MAR 17

4-H Council—7:00 pm, Exhibit Hall

MAR 22

YQCA—1:00 pm, Exhibit Hall (Must pre-register)

APR 21

4-H Council—7:00 pm, Exhibit Hall

APR 24

YQCA—10:00 am, Exhibit Hall (Must pre-register)

MAY 10

Dairy Feeder Workshop—6:30 pm, Exhibit Hall

MAY 15

YQCA—10:00 am, Exhibit Hall (Must pre-register)

MAY 15

Drop/Add Deadline in 4HOnline

*COB indicates lower level of the County Office Bldg. at 215 E. 9th St., Auburn.

4-H / YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

4-H Clubs Are Meeting for 2021, Are You Enrolled!
All 4-H members and adult volunteers must re-enroll annually.
Go to the new v2.4honline.com to re-enroll. The Extension Staff will
be happy to assist you with your (re)enrollment process if needed!
VOLUNTEERS—You also MUST register again to be active in 2021.

CLUB LEADERS:
MAY 15 DEADLINE
ALL Beef Steers, Registered and Unregistered
Heifers, Dairy Steers, and STATE FAIR ELIGIBLE
ANIMALS MUST be entered in to 4HOnline.
This is a change from last year.
**********

2021 BEEF ID/WEIGH-IN

As clubs begin to meet again in the new year,
if anything has changed on the safety plans
submitted last year, you must resubmit your
plan at least a month before your next
meeting (so we have time to get it approved
by Purdue and the Health Department
before your meeting). If you have NOT
completed a safety plan yet, YOU MUST
COMPLETE ONE BEFORE YOUR NEXT
SCHEDULED MEETING.

Saturday, March 13
WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY
Historically, we have followed schools in regards to
meeting and event cancellations. If one school
cancelled for the day, we cancelled all events for
that day. However, with schools offering e-learning
days, we think they will be quicker to react and
cancel.
We certainly care about your safety, but want to be
mindful that sometimes the fog fades and the snow
is cleared by evening.
Moving forward from this point on, we will use
cautious discretion and/or consult with the Sherriff’s
Department regarding cancellation of DeKalb County
4-H programs, events, activities, and meetings.

If you add or drop a project in your
4-HOnline profile, please do so before
May 15 and contact the Extension
Office so that we can get the correct
project manual(s) to you, if needed.
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