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COLLECTIONS

	Collections can be defined as the gathering of similar articles, objects, etc.  Many collections can be begun on the spur of a moment while some may take serious consideration before beginning.  A collection can be of several different types of materials.  The list below is just a short example of the wide variety of collections you can choose from.  You can choose to begin your collection from one of the suggestions below or you can use your own idea.
SUGGESTIONS
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Dishes
Matchbooks
Dolls
Salt & Pepper Shakers
Cups & Saucers
Bottle Caps
Baseball Cards
Figurines
Jewelry
Ashtrays
Marbles
Napkins
Stuffed Animals
Bells
Tea Pots
Campaign Buttons
Flowers
Buttons
Miniatures
Pop Cans
Pitchers
Rocks
Football Cards
Books
Hats
Shells
Tins
Pocket Knives
Leaves
Trains
Piggy Banks
Bumper Stickers
Stamps
Models
Bottles
Spoons
Postcards
Coins
Cookie Jars
Paper Dolls
Coffee Mugs
Furniture
Arrowheads
Sunglasses
Pens/Pencils
Ornaments
Baskets



	As you can see from the list above, collections can be about anything you choose them to be as long as you are interested in it.
	For more help with your collections, check the public library for books on your collection items.  Books are available on stamp collections, button collecting, doll collecting, rock collection, and coin collecting to name a few.  These books will be able to help you identify, set a value and may contain several interesting facts about your collection.
	Another important part of your collection is the way it is documented.  It is very important to label your collection articles accurately and neatly.  Be sure to keep important information such as the date of purchase, cost, where item was purchased.  It is always a good idea to keep the original box your item was packaged in.  This adds value to the item as time passes.
	Displaying your collection is also a very important part of it.  Be sure to arrange your collection in an area where there will be enough space to add to it.  A sturdy cardboard box, shelves, a notebook, a bulletin board, a display case or a drawer would be appropriate to use for your collection.  Select where and how you want to display your collection wisely so that members of your family and friends will know that the items you have collected are special to you.
	If you display and arrange your collection attractively, you will be proud to share your collection with family and friends.  Sometimes, if they know of your interest, perhaps they will contribute items to your collection.
	Remember, collecting is a hobby.  Have fun and be imaginative.



HAPPY COLLECTING!


Clay County Exhibit Requirements
Collections will be divided into the following divisions (by grade within division):
BEGINNERS – GRADES 3 – 5
INTERMEDIATE – GRADES 6 – 8
ADVANCED – GRADES 9 – 12
For this project, you will:
a. Choose a suitable collection for your grade and division in this project.
b. Select a place in your home to store and display your collection.
c. Show and explain your collection to at least two friends.
d. Complete the required record sheets.
e. Meet the exhibit requirements at the County Fair.
FAIR EXHIBIT REQUIREMENTS
The collections project will be exhibited at the fair in the division/grade groups stated below.
Beginner, grade 3, will exhibit 6 items.
Beginner, grade 4, will exhibit 7 items
Beginner, grade 5, will exhibit 8 items.

Intermediate, grade 6, will exhibit 9 items.
Intermediate, grade 7, will exhibit 10 items.
Intermediate, grade 8, will exhibit 11 items.

Advanced, grades 9 – 12, will exhibit +1 item for each year after grade 8.

NOTE:  You can add one (1) item to your original collection each year or if you choose to do a different collection, you must still have the appropriate number of items for your project exhibit.


The work sheets in this manual must also accompany your collection at the fair (Pages 8 – 10)

Also, there is a separate record sheet (page 6-7) to be completed and placed in your Record of Achievement Book.

FAIR EXHIBIT DISPLAY REQUIREMENTS

To exhibit your collection at the county fair, it must be displayed in one of the following ways:

1. Neatly and attractively arranged in a box not to exceed 18” x 24” (NO HEIGHT LIMIT) and covered with plastic or glass with the required number of items displayed and labeled.  It is suggested that collections be secured or locked for your own protection.

or

2. On a poster (22” x 28”) (Clay County General Rules for posters must be met) with the required numbers of items displayed and labeled.

or

3. In a notebook with the required number of items displayed and labeled.

or

4. If your collection is too valuable or large, you may take photographs of the required number of items only and arrange these photos attractively in either a notebook or on a poster.  You WILL NOT BE JUDGED LOWER for doing this.  Have these items displayed and labeled.

5. NOTE:  No live items will be accepted.


JUDGING CRITERIA

Remember, completed record sheets must accompany each exhibited collection.


The following are the point values the judges will use when evaluating your exhibit.



1. Completeness & neatness of records/labeling	20 points
2. Educational/Individual Value				10 points
3. Appearance of display/collection			25 points
4. Thought, effort & creativity of collection		25 points
5. Overall collection presentation			20 points

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE			100 POINTS


COLLECTIONS RECORD SHEET
(for your Record of Achievement book)
Beginners	Intermediate		Advanced
(circle one)
Name ____________________________________________ Age _____ Year in 4-H_____
Club ________________________________________ Township ____________________
I have reviewed this record and believe it to be correct:
Signature of Member ____________________________________ Date _______________
Signature of Leader _____________________________________ Date _______________

***************************************************************************

I have collected: _____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I started my collection in __________ of 20_____ because ___________________________
				  (month)	      (year)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


I like to collect ____________________________________________ because ___________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List the items you have collected and will be exhibiting at the County Fair and briefly describe them, listing where you purchased them, if they were a gift, cost.
(Use additional paper if needed.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COLLECTIONS WORK SHEETS
(To be exhibited with your project at the county fair)
BEGINNERS	INTERMEDIATE		ADVANCED
(Circle one)
NAME: ____________________ AGE/GRADE: _____ YEARS IN 4-H ____
CLUB: _____________________ TOWNSHIP: _____________________
Complete the “Inventory” information chart below.  Each item in your collection that you exhibit at the fair must have an entry below.
	NAME OR DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES (BE SPECIFIC)
	DATE OF PURCHASE/ADDITION
	COST OR VALUE
	LOCATION OF PURCHASE
(WHERE FOUND)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




I store or display my collection in the following way….
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List two people (non-family members) to whom you have shown your collections.
_______________________________		____________________________________

What have you learned from collecting?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you plan to continue adding to your collection? _______________

If so, what items would you most like to add?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If not, have you become interested in collecting something else?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Why did you choose to collect this particular item/article?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What other items/articles would you like to collect and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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