PURDUE EXTENSION - WASHINGTON COUNTY

NEWS

December 2025/January 2026

FEATURED TOPICS IN THIS ISSUE:

e Jr. Leader Cheese Balls Dec. 22
e December 4-H Workshops
Termination of Farm Leases
Amaryllis Planting and Care
Mental Health Wellness
Autumn Fruit Salad Recipe
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% 4-H YOUTH NEWS

it Upcoming Dates
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» Dec 9 - CANTON CLOVERS 3:00; JR. LEADERS 6:00
» Dec 10 - HOWARD LUCKY CLOVERS 6:00

* Dec 15 - PIERCE PIONEERS 3:00; VFF 6:30
« Dec 16 - GIFT WRAPPING WORKSHOP 5:30
* Dec 16 - MINIS IN MOTION 5:30

e Dec 22 - CHEESEBALLS 9:00 AM

e Dec 23 - BELL RINGING 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
» Jan 5 - BOSTON BLAZERS 6:30

» Jan 13 - CANTON CLOVERS 3:00

« Jan 15 - JR. LEADERS 5:00

« Jan 19 - PIERCE PIONEERS 3:00; VFF 6:30
« Jan 22 - GOAT CLUB 7:00

NOW Open!

Thanks to generous individuals & businesses in
Washington County and the Washington County 4-H
Council, enrollment for 2025-2026 is FREE!

Be sure to select “pay by cash/check” when
enrolling in 4-Honline.

All 4-H members and adult volunteers must be
enrolled in 4-Honline to participate in any events or

club meetings.
Note: We CANNOT reimburse credit card payments
made online. Please pay attention!
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& Junior Leaders

Who can join Junior Leaders?
Any Washington County 4-H
member in grades 7-12

Upcoming Meetings:
e December 9 @ The Extension Office 6-8 PM
o Gingerbread Budgets & service learning
e January 15 @ The Extension Office 5-7 PM
o Bread Making
o February 9 @ The Extension Office 5:15-6:15 PM
o Achievement Trip Planning
e« March 11 @ The Extension Office 3:30-6 PM
o Open House Meeting - assemble health kits
e April 6 @ The Extension Office 4-6 PM
o Maker Space Project Night
e June 2 @ the Fairgrounds 9 AM-2PM (Triple Points)
Cheeseball Dates (DOUBLE POINTS):
November 24 3:30-Finish
December 22 9:00 AM-Finish
April 2 3:30-Finish

*Must attend %: cheeseballs to go on the achievement trip.*

Junior gg‘
Leaders &y

INDIANA 4-H

stay up to date!

Page

3



Junior Leaders

In October, the Junior Leaders kicked off the new year at
Cornucopia Farm and enjoyed their time together in the corn maze
and pumpkin patch. The November meeting was focused on
“dorm-style cooking,” and members learned to make English
muffin pizzas and rice krispies treats in the microwave. They also
packed microwave-friendly meal kits and were able to place 21
ready to cook kits in the Blessing Box on Water Street.

Plain-Parsley-Pecan
$8 Each

December Cheeseball orders will be due
December 17.
Pickup is December 22 from 12-3 PM.
Call the Extension Office at 812-883-4601 or
see a Jr. Leader to place an order.
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'-I-I-I Opportumtles

—’lL—  Grades 3-12

WORKSHOP
Scan to sign up! December 16
5:30-7:00 PM
@ The Extension Office Gt ¥
,"‘ <

GRADES

REGISTER BY
DECEMBER 9, 2025.

@ FREE!

NN

Y
MINIS IN MOTION

HOT GOCOA SGIENGE

Join us for an evening of fun and science at the first Minis in Motion
meeting! Mini 4-H members will get to enjoy the science of hot cocoa and
create an ornament. Must sign up in 4-Honline to attend.

WY Tuesday Extension Office
_ 16 December 2025 806 Martinsburg Rd, Salem, IN 47167

Scan to 5|gn up!




4-H Opportunities
T * bell Finging tebenlicrs hecfed

HELP US RING THE BELL FOR THE SALVATION ARMY!
OPEN TO ALL 4-H MEMBERS IN GRADES K-12 AND THEIR FAMILIES.

o LOCATION: WALMART IN SALEM Scan to sign up!
o (GROCERY ENTRANCE) ey
o DATE: TUESDAY. DECEMBER 23 *"_“L'-

e TIME:10:00 aM - 6:00 PM
O EACH SHIFT IS ONE HOUR
O SIGN UP FOR AS MANY SHIFTS AS YOU LIKE!

o USE THIS SIGNUPGENIUS LINK TO SIGN UP!
o HTTPS.//WW SIGNUPGENIUS COM/G0/ 1008 FAAN2A2F5(61- 60450589~ B # /

® (QUESTIONS: (ALL/EMAIL TAYLOR AT 812-883-4601 OR TSABENS®PURDUE.EDU

4-H School Clubs

In an effort to meet the needs of transportation barriers, there are a few clubs in
Washington County meeting directly after school this year as a trial program.
School clubs are open to all 4-H members in grades K-12 in their respective

school district. These clubs will still have a few evening meetings to serve club
members who wish to be in their club, but are not in the school system.

*PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMMUNICATION WITH CLUB
LEADERS & FOR TRANSPORTATION.**

Canton Clovers (Salem): meets after school at Salem Middle
School in Mrs. Heightchew’s room on the second Tuesday of every
month. The December meeting will be all about air fryer cookie
science and Christmas Crafts! Next meeting: December 9, 3-4 PM.

Howard Lucky Clovers (WW): After School Program details to
come soon! Next meeting: December 10, 6-7 PM @ WWES
Cafeteria.

Pierce Pioneers (Eastern): meets every third Monday in the
cafeteria at EWES. Next meeting: December 15, 3-4 PM.
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@ Grow Your Goals: (@p

A SMART Start to the New 4-H Year

As we begin a new year, it's the perfect moment for families to talk about
goals and dreams for the 4-H season ahead. Our fair may be in June, but
the journey starts now with small steps, thoughtful planning, and a
willingness to grow. With the Beyond Ready mindset, youth learn that
success isn't last-minute luck; it's steady effort, responsibility, and pride in
their work. Encourage your 4-H'er to set SMART goals, take ownership of
their projects, and celebrate progress along the way. With heart and
commitment, they’ll be more than prepared—they’ll be Beyond Ready.

SIMPLE SMART GOAL TEMPLATE FOR 4-H
MEMBERS

My 4-H Project:

Specific: What do | want to accomplish?
Measurable: How will | track my progress?
Achievable: What steps and resources will | use?
Relevant: Why does this matter to me?

Time-Bound: What is my target date? (Fair is in June!)

%

Beyond Ready
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— N 1“" Ag. & Natural Resources
;| Upcoming Dates L

Hoosier Beef Congress, December 5-7

The 2025 Hoosier Beef Congress is December 5-7, 2025 at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis, IN. Visit indianabeef.org for more
information.

CORE Training, December 10

Purdue Extension is hosting a training for individuals wanting to obtain
their private or commercial applicator license on Wednesday, December
10, 2025 at the Purdue Extension - Floyd Co. office (3000 Technology
Ave., New Albany) from 9:30 am - 12:00 pm. The training will prepare
participants to take the certification exam. Cost is $50 and includes the
study manual. Contact Richard Beckort at rbeckort@purdue.edu or 812-
358-6101.

Running for Elected Office, December 8

Anyone interested in running for an local government office should
attend the Running for Elected Office program to learn more about the
process for running for local office, requirements, and positions up for
election in 2026. The program is co-hosted by the Washington Co. Clerk
and Purdue Extension on Monday, December 8, 2025 from 6:00-8:00 pm
at the Washington Co. Government Building (806 Martinsburg Rd.,
Salem). RSVPs are appreciated, but not required, to the Extension office
at dhowellw@purdue.edu or 812-883-4601.

UAV Technology Program, December 10

An Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Technology Program is
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 from 8:00 am - 4:00 pm at the
Southeast Purdue Ag. Center (4425 E. 350 N., Butlerville). During the
program, participants will prepare for the FAA Part 107 Remote Pilot
Test, receive flight instructions, and have practice flights. No prior
experience is required. Costis $200. RSVP by December 5, 2025
contacting Dave Osborne at osbornda@purdue.edu or 812-689-6511.

Last Chance PARP Program, December 16

A program for private and commercial applicators is Monday, December
16, 2025 from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm at Southeast Purdue Ag. Center (4425
E. 350 N., Butlerville). Costis $40. RSVP to Dave Osborne at
osbornda@purdue.edu or 812-689-6511. Space is limited.
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Upcoming Dates Continued...

IBCA Annual Convention, January 17-18

The Indiana Beef Cattle Association’s Annual Convention is January
17-18, 2025 at the Embassy Suites in Noblesville, IN. All beef cattle
producers are encouraged to attend the convention and join the
association. Visit indianabeef.org for more information.

Southern Region Soil Health Workshop, February 3
See save-the-date on page 10.

Beef Basics in the Eastern Corn Belt, February 10 - March 31

Purdue Extension designed the Beef Basics program for individuals
with less than five years of experience in, or those with curious about,
the beef industry. The program is Tuesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:00
pm EST February 10 through March 31, 2026 via Zoom. Session topics
include: beef industry overview and marketing; animal handling,
behavior, and facilities; reproduction and calving; genetics; forages;
nutrition; animal health; record keeping and emergency planning. The
cost is $50 and the registration deadline is January 30, 2026. Register
at https://cvent.me/aWLXxV.

Indiana Horticulture & Small Farm Conference, March 3-5
See save-the-date on page 11.

il Save-The-Date

. Area 2 IBCA/Purdue Beef Meeting - Saturday, January 3, 2026 -
Salem, IN. More information coming soon.

. Washington County Sheep Assoc. Annual Meeting - January
2026 - TBD. More information coming soon.

. Washington County SWCD Annual Meeting - Tuesday, February
3, 2026 - Cornerstone Chapel & Celebration Center - Salem, IN.

+ Calving Academy - January & February 2026 - TBD - More
information coming soon.

. Bull Breeding_Soundness Evaluations - Wednesday, March 18,
2026 - More information coming soon.

. Indiana Beef Producers Tour - March 30 - April 3, 2026. Contact
Danielle Walker at dhowellw@purdue.edu for more information.
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