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HANDBOOKHANDBOOK

Are you looking for new ways to improve your
leadership skills? The Indiana 4-H Ambassador
Program is for youth in grades 9-11 that have

been a 4-H member for at least 2 years.  Don’t
miss out on the chance to mentor younger 4-H’ers

and help conduct statewide 4-H events. Learn
more at purdue.ag/ambassadors4h, and apply  at

purdue.ag/4HAmbassador26 by April 15. 

4-H Ambassadors4-H Ambassadors

https://v2.4honline.com/
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/_docs/2026-handbook-web.pdf
http://purdue.ag/ambassadors4h
http://purdue.ag/4HAmbassador26.


2026 4-H grads, Indiana 4-H wants to hear about
your 4-H experience! Please complete a survey to
capture the culmination and impact of your 4-H
activities. Information from your survey will be

used to feature you as a 4-H graduating member
for the county via newsletters, bulletin boards,
social media posts, etc. Those who complete the

survey will receive a 4-H graduation tassel.”
puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey 

Graduating Senior SurveyGraduating Senior Survey

7-12 graders, do you have a community
service project you would like to implement
in your hometown? Apply for a YES Grant
through the Indiana  4-H Foundation to help

fund your idea at in4h.org/grants. 

The Indiana Association of Fairs is hosting a
FREE “You Make the Difference” Tour with Ian
Hill this April. This opportunity is designed to

inspire and support fair leaders, volunteers, and
partners. 

April 8 6:00 - 9:30 pm, Vanderburgh 4-H Center
Register here.

Volunteer OpportunityVolunteer Opportunity

Volunteers NeededVolunteers Needed
We are looking for caring adults that can
serve as Assistant Superintendents for

Arts & Crafts - Help organize during
project check-in and check-out
Contact Megan Hoffherr at

mkron@purdue.edu if you’re interested in
learning more

4-H CAMP4-H CAMP
4-H Camp will be held on June 1-3 at the
Historic Santa Claus Campground for

youth in grades 3-6. Registration will be
open soon and emailed to all 3-6 graders. Be

on the lookout!

http://puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey
http://puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey
https://in4h.org/grants
https://in4h.org/grants
https://app.fairs.com/e/b6aac43f589846df


Project ChangesProject Changes
The following changes were made to the 4-H handbook for 2026. Please review the 2026
handbook to ensure you are meeting all project guidelines. Please reach out to the project
superintendent or the Extension Office with questions. 
Non-Animal Projects: 

Addition to state poster projects: “The poster must be mounted on a firm backing to add
stiffness to the exhibit, for example: a foam core board.”
Updates were made to the Computer Science project and the Shooting Sports Contest - see
handbook for more details

Animal Projects: 
Animal Identification: In 2026, Rabbits will be identified in 4-H Online and Poultry must
complete an online Google Form by May 15 (more details will be sent out in March)
Update to grooming policy: “At the Vanderburgh County Fair, anyone can assist with
grooming as long as the 4-H member is involved in the process”
Updates were made to Dairy Goat project - see handbook for more details. 
Horse & Pony addition: “For the safety of all participants, Junior members in grades 3-7 must
have a parent, guardian, or approved caregiver present on the Vanderburgh 4-H Center
grounds during participation in all 4-H Horse and Pony activities.“



Animal NewsAnimal News

https://qlc26.4honline.com/


Mark your calendars! Jr. Pork Day at Purdue is Saturday March 7th. It is a fun day
for 4-Hers and their parents to come to campus get a chance to see live pigs, go

into the meats lab to judge pork products, and have hands-on swine focused
activities. The program runs from 9-3 ET, with sign-in starting at 8:30 am ET in the
lobby of the Purina Pavilion attached to the Creighton Hall of Animal Sciences. 
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Swine TagsSwine Tags
The USDA's APHIS is offering no-cost RFID

tags to swine exhibitors to enhance
disease response. We have these free tags

available based on our swine exhibition
number from last year. 4-H members can
pick up a tag for each of their 4-H swine

while supplies last. 

https://tinyurl.com/AgDays26
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/2026-fundraising-letter-to-families.pdf


4-H & Club News4-H & Club News

Lights, Camera, Leadership!Lights, Camera, Leadership!

4-H Officer Training
We had 32 4-H’ers join us at the Officer Training. Include clubs that won 

Special thanks to Amy Woodard for leading the New Member Night during Officer Training!

 
Scott Achievers

The Scott Achievers 4-H club met on Feb 15th at Bluegrass Church.
We had a short business meeting and then took turns presenting our
demonstrations. We had demonstrations ranging from how to shoot

a bow, how to hit and pass a volleyball to making brownies. 
 Submitted by: Hadley Jackson



http://4hadultleaders.fpfundraising.com/


The following Pageants will be held during the Vanderburgh County Fair 2026:

1. Miss Vanderburgh County Queen Pageant
The deadline for entering the Vanderburgh County Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
For rules and to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Queen Pageant) 
Contestants chosen as Queen and First Runner Up must be at least 18 years of age and cannot have reached their
22rd birthday on or before June 1, 2027. Younger contestants and other members of the Queens Court must be 16
years of age by July 20, 2026.
 The 2026 Queen will compete in January 2027 at the Indiana State Fair Queen Program competition. 
 The 2026 1st Runner Up will have the opportunity to compete at the Indiana State Festivals Association
Scholarship Queen Pageant on November 7, 2026. 
 For information, contact: Beth Schmitt (812) 550-3487, baschmitt53@gmail.com; Rhonda Klueg-Slater at (812)
459-4662, rjkslater@gmail.com; or Alyssa Welte (812) 483-1389, alyssa.l.welte@gmail.com
 
2. NEW for 2026: Miss Vanderburgh County Teen Pageant
The deadline for entering the Miss Vanderburgh County Teen Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
For rules and to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Teen Pageant) 
Contestants must be at least 13 years old by July 20, 2026 and not had her 16th birthday as of November 7, 2026. 
The Miss Vanderburgh County Teen 2026, will have the opportunity to compete at the Indiana State Festivals
Association Scholarship Princess Pageant on November 7, 2026. 
 For information, contact: Chairperson – Laura Duncan (812) 449-3709, mlchdunc@gmail.com or
Assistant Chairperson – Rachel Pohl (812) 664-9572, rachelelizabethpohl@icloud.com
 
3. Vanderburgh County Young Miss Pageant
The deadline for entering the Miss Vanderburgh County Young Miss Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
To enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Young Miss Pageant) 
Each contestant must be at least 10 years old and not had her 13th birthday as of July 20, 2026.
For information, contact: Abbey Riggs, Chairperson (812) 306-1744, abbey.j.duvall@gmail.com or
Audrey Creel, Assistant Chairperson (812) 205-5454, audlcreel@gmail.com
 
4. Miss Golden Pageant (Pageant for Females with Special Needs)
All contestants must be at least 10 years old and cannot have reached their 35th birthday on or before June 1,
2026.
The deadline for the Miss Golden Pageant is July 3, 2026. 
To enter or for questions, contact Lauren Durchholz at (812) 664-8152) laurenziliak@gmail.com 
or Robin Lax at (812) 459-8971 rclax67@gmail.com 
 
5. Little Miss and Mister Contest
Contestants must be at least 5 years old and cannot have reached his/her 8th birthday as of July 21, 2026
The deadline for entering the Little Miss and Mister Contest is June 26, 2026. 
For information to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Little Miss and Mister) 
For more information, contact Sara Coomes, (812)455-8363 saracoomes@gmail.com or 
Katie Barnes, Assistant (812)480-0936 katierhs63@hotmail.com

Vanderburgh County Fair PageantsVanderburgh County Fair Pageants
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6:30 Jr. Leaders

6:15 QLC with 
Livestock Club 6:00 Mini 4-H 6:30 4-H Council

Are you new to 4-H and
have questions? Click

here for a new member
guide and video or reach

out to the office with
questions and we’re glad
to help! We’re glad you’ve

joined 4-H!

4:00 Green River 
Clover Crew

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/join4h.html



