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HANDBOOKHANDBOOKHaNDBOOK

Driver Needed!Driver Needed!Driver Needed!
We are looking for someone willing to drive a
rented box truck to/from the State Fair on

Monday, August 3 and Monday, August 24 to
drop off and pick up 4-H projects from our 

county. If interested, please
let Megan know at
mkron@purdue.edu. 

Thank you!

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/_docs/2026-handbook-web.pdf
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/2?cid=dmFuZGVyYnVyZ2hjbzRoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/_docs/2026-fair-entry-letter_.pdf


YES GrantsYES GrantsYES Grants

Congratulations to Vanderburgh County
YES Grant Awardees:

Carly Stock- Celebrating America’s 250th
Birthday Story Time

Seanan Walker - Homeless Backpacks
We’re excited to see your projects!



4-H Exhibit Hall Workers live and work at the Indiana
State Fair​​. Duties include checking in non-animal 4-H
exhibits, preparing exhibits for display to the public,

record keeping, interacting with fair attendees,
assisting with a variety of state fair events, and
releasing exhibits.Exhibit Hall Workers must be a

minimum of 14 years of age, and may continue working
as college-age young adults. Apply at

purdue.ag/IN4Hehw. 
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Welcome 4-H Summer Interns!Welcome 4-H Summer Interns!Welcome 4-H Summer Interns!

Project ResourcesProject ResourcesProject Resources

4-H clubs: want to be a part of the Indiana
State Fair? Education Stations at the fair

allow you to share 4-H with the public,
have fun at the fair, and earn $400 for

your 4-H club. Learn how to host an
Education Station and apply before June 15

at purdue.ag/educationstation.

Did you know you can find a TON of great
resources about state fair eligible 4-H projects

here?  Find your project and check out the
resources, such as scorecards, instructional

videos, help sheets, and more!

Learn from a 4-HerLearn from a 4-HerLearn from a 4-Her
4-H members are invited to speak about their
projects during State Fair weekends. Advance

registration is not required; members may simply
attend on the day they wish to participate. Reach
out to the Extension Office if you are interested.

We are pleased to introduce you to Brody Riggs
and Natalie Nenneker who are our 4-H summer

interns this year!  Brody was a 10 Year
Member in Vanderburgh County and Natalie

joins us from Posey County. We are so excited
to have them working with us this summer.

Make sure to say Hi when you see them! They
will be working with the 4-H members through

camp, contests and many Fair events.  

Brody is student at University of
Evansville studying Accounting.  He says
he is excited to get to learn the behind-

the-scenes of the Fair and the 4-H
program this year.  His favorite food is

Meat Lovers pizza and his favorite
animal is a cat. Welcome Brody! 

Natalie is student at Purdue studying
Sustainable Food and Farming Systems.
She says she is excited about getting to
work with kids and teaching them about
agriculture.  Her favorite food is peanut
butter and her favorite animal is a deer.

Welcome Natalie! 

http://purdue.ag/IN4Hehw?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1tWD2w5hFBKJribH7ngslRMS-BAMMpiqD7KT9FIRiHKw9taig7yJe0Ar4_aem_aL6XJY8fYsJkydG7Udd4Sw
https://purdue.ag/educationstation
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/projects/index.html


Summer ContestsSummer ContestsSummer Contests



Coloring ContestColoring ContestColoring Contest
Be a part of the livestock coloring contest!

Color the coloring sheet on the next page and
include name, parent’s name, address, and age. 
· Entries are due July 1.
· 3 categories: 5 & under, 6-10, and 11-15 years
old
· Use any coloring medium
· 3 winners per age category. A People’s
Choice will be selected by voting with your
donation for your favorite pic at the fair.
Highest amount received wins in each
category. Pictures will be displayed in the Expo
Hall fair week.
· The top nine winners will receive: Young
Dairymen ice cream and Jr. Leaders Kids Meal
· Return your entry to Purdue Extension
Vanderburgh County, 13301 Darmstadt Rd,
Evansville IN 47725
· By entering you are releasing the sharing of
your entry. Names and addresses will be kept
private.

https://bakingbonanza.4honline.com/




https://cloverstudio.4honline.com/


4-H & Club News4-H & Club News4-H & Club News 
Centerrific 4-H Club
April Meeting 
-Laid Mulch for Old North United Methodist playground.
-Our givesback for Centerrific was April 15th at Azzip Pizza
-Kayla talked about her time at 4H Camp when she went to
Camp Tecumseh.
-Maggie talked about AG Day and her Bee Project. 
 

May Meeting 
- Found out total from givesback day that was help at Azzip
Pizza $223.50
-We have 4 members going to 4H camp in June.
-June 8th and 22nd is our meeting for show and tell.
-July 8th BBQ contest
-Health and Safety leader elected Leo Adler 
Leo was able to give a report about Tornados that included
how many in Indiana and what to do when one is near, as well
as the difference between tornados stages. 
-Make blonde brownie kits, was also able to sample the since
Kim was kind enough to make them as well for the snack. 
                                                   - Submitted by Kayla Sapp



Animal NewsAnimal NewsAnimal News

Rabbit exhibitors, be sure to join the
Vanderburgh County 4-H Rabbit Group

remind system at
https://www.remind.com/join/7933g6.

This will let you get you important
updates and reminders for the rabbit

projects. 

Rabbit CommunicationRabbit CommunicationRabbit Communication

If you plan to participate in the
Livestock Premium Auction, you do
not need to enter in advance in Fair
Entry. You will have an auction card
mailed to you that will be turned in
at Livestock check-in that will allow
you to participate in the Livestock
Premium Auction. You will receive

this card in late June or ear-ly July.
If you do not plan to participate,

please still complete and return to
let us know. Cards must be turned in

at check-in or by noon on Monday,
July 20. Changes can be made by

Thursday, July 23 by 5:00 pm.

Auction CardsAuction CardsAuction Cards

Swine photos will be taken 1 hour before the
auction. All other photos will be taken at the

backdrop immediately after leaving the auction
ring.  Animals representing the Grand

Champion of their species will still take a photo
with the buyer at the backdrop (not in the

ring). Thelivestock premium auction will take
place on Friday, July 24 at 1:00 pm.

Auction PhotosAuction PhotosAuction Photos

https://www.remind.com/join/7933g6


Animal NewsAnimal NewsAnimal News
The Barn Leadership Award will

be given in each species to an
exhibitor that demonstrates
integrity, discipline, positive

attitude, humble spirit, sense of
humor and is a team player.

Barn Leadership AwardBarn Leadership AwardBarn Leadership Award

Are you Show Ready?Are you Show Ready?Are you Show Ready?
Are you new to showing a livestock species
or just need a refresher? Check out our
Show Ready help guides for most species

found here (scroll down to Livestock
Resources, Shows Judging Opportunities,

and Workshops) to find your species! 

https://qlc26.4honline.com/
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/4hresources.html








The following Pageants will be held during the Vanderburgh County Fair 2026. 
1. Miss Vanderburgh County Queen Pageant
 The deadline for entering the Vanderburgh County Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
 For rules and to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com 
Contestants chosen as Queen and First Runner Up must be at least 18 years of age and cannot have reached their
22  birthday on or before June 1, 2027. Younger contestants and other members of the Queens Court must be 16
years of age by July 20, 2026.

rd

The 2026 Queen will compete in January 2027 at the Indiana State Fair Queen Program competition. 
The 2026 1  Runner Up will have the opportunity to compete at the Indiana State Festivals Association Scholarship
Queen Pageant on November 7, 2026. 

st

 For information, contact: Beth Schmitt (812) 550-3487, baschmitt53@gmail.com;   Rhonda Klueg-Slater at
(812) 459-4662, rjkslater@gmail.com; or Alyssa Welte (812) 483-1389, alyssa.l.welte@gmail.com

2. NEW for 2026: Miss Vanderburgh County Teen Pageant
 The deadline for entering the Miss Vanderburgh County Teen Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
 For rules and to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com 
 Contestants must be at least 13 years old by July 20, 2026 and not had her 16  birthday as of November 7, 2026. th

The Miss Vanderburgh County Teen 2026, will have the opportunity to compete at the Indiana State Festivals
Association Scholarship Princess Pageant on November 7, 2026. 
For information, contact: Chairperson – Laura Duncan (812) 449-3709, mlchdunc@gmail.com or
Assistant Chairperson – Rachel Pohl (812) 664-9572, rachelelizabethpohl@icloud.com

3. Vanderburgh County Young Miss Pageant
 The deadline for entering the Miss Vanderburgh County Young Miss Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
 To enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com 
 Each contestant must be at least 10 years old and not had her 13th birthday as of July 20, 2026.
 For information, contact: Abbey Riggs, Chairperson (812) 306-1744, abbey.j.duvall@gmail.comor
 Audrey Creel, Assistant Chairperson (812) 205-5454, audlcreel@gmail.com

4. Miss Golden Pageant (Pageant for Females with Special Needs)
All contestants must be at least 10 years old and cannot have reached their 35th birthday on or before June 1,
2026. The deadline for the Miss Golden Pageant is July 3, 2026. 
To enter or for questions, contact Lauren Durchholz at (812) 664-8152) laurenziliak@gmail.com 
or Robin Lax at (812) 459-8971 rclax67@gmail.com 
 

5. Little Miss and Mister Contest
Contestants must be at least 5 years old and cannot have reached his/her 8th birthday as of July 21, 2026
The deadline for entering the Little Miss and Mister Contest is June 26, 2026. 
 For information to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com 
 For more information, contact Sara Coomes, (812)455-8363 saracoomes@gmail.com or 
 Katie Barnes, Assistant (812)480-0936 katierhs63@hotmail.com
  

6. Tiny Tots Contest
 Tiny Tots must have been born on or after July 1, 2022. There will be eight categories in 6-month increments.
The deadline for entering the Tiny Tots Contest is July 16, 2026. For rules, go to go to Vanderburghcountyfair.com
 For information, contact Dru Moreland, Chairperson (812) 632-0153 dkschmitt@eagles.usi.edu 

Vanderburgh County Fair PageantsVanderburgh County Fair PageantsVanderburgh County Fair Pageants
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JB’s Barnyard 

https://www.vanderburghcountyfair.com/pageants
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