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March 13, 2026 
  
 
Dear 4-H Swine Exhibitor:     
 
As you prepare your swine project, please read over this letter carefully to ensure that you’re meeting all the 
requirements for the project. Also, be sure to read the Livestock section of the handbook for all terms and 
conditions.  As always, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact the Swine superintendent, Natalie 
Keil, at (812) 664-7122 or the Purdue Extension Office at (812) 867-4935. 
 
Animal Identification:  
Enclosed you will find the animal ID instructions to identify your animals in 4-HOnline. Ensure that your animals 
have met the animal ID requirements listed below. You can find a video on animal ID at 
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/projects/animal-identification.html. 
 

Species County Fair Requirements         State Fair Requirements  Deadline 
Swine 840‐RFID Tag and Ear Notch 840‐RFID Tag and Ear Notch and DNA 

Hair Sample 
May 15 

Animals not enrolled by May 15 cannot be exhibited  
at the county or state fair. 

 
If you plan to take swine to the State Fair, DNA hair samples are required to be turned into the Purdue Extension 
Office by May 15 in a specific envelope. Instructions are enclosed. You can find video instructions at 
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/projects/animal-identification.html. Envelopes must be obtained from the 
Purdue Extension Office.   
 
Swine Tagging 
You are responsible for tagging your own animals for biosecurity reasons. The USDA's APHIS is offering no-cost 
RFID tags to swine exhibitors to enhance disease response. We have these free tags available based on our 
swine exhibition number from last year. 4-H members can pick up a tag for each of their 4-H swine while 
supplies last. You can either drop by to pick up tags or call to order them in advance so they’re ready when 
you stop by. Please bring your premise ID number when you get RFID tags. We are required to send this 
information to the Indiana Board of Animal Health.  
 
Lease Agreements: 
If you are leasing your animal, 4-H members are required to submit a copy of their Animal Lease Agreement 
to the Purdue Extension Office by May 15. A sample lease agreement is available online 
https://tinyurl.com/leaseagreementanimal OR at the Purdue Extension Office. 
 
Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care Training:  
To exhibit beef cattle, dairy cattle, dairy goats, meat goats, poultry, pygmy goats, rabbits, sheep, and swine, 
4-H members must be certified through the Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care training OR the online Youth 
for the Quality Care of Animals program (YQCA) by July 1. You can find details on trainings on the enclosed 
flyer.  
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Premise ID Number:  
All 4-H members exhibiting animals at the fair must have a premise ID number for the location where their 
animals are kept.  Registering your premises may be done online, at no charge, and takes only about 5 minutes. 
If you need a premise ID, visit the Indiana State Board of Animal Health’s (BOAH) website: www.in.gov/boah 
and click on “Premises Registration”. You will need this number when entering your animals into 4HOnline and 
at Tagging Day. 
 
State Fair Information: 
Information about State Fair entries and the electronic entry forms can be found online at 
http://www.indianastatefair.com/state-fair/competitionscontests/4-h-competitions/. Be sure to carefully read 
the State Fair requirements to ensure that your animal meets the requirements and you understand the fee 
schedules.   
 
Don’t hesitate to contact our office or your Superintendent with questions. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Megan Hoffherr 
4-H Youth Development Extension Educator 
 
Enclosures: Animal ID Instruction Sheet, DNA Collection Instructions, QLC flyer 
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Tues, Mar 17
6:15 pm (After 
Livestock Club)
Salem Church
 - Darmstadt

This certification must be done an annual basis. Members must be registered BEFORE
attending a training. Members may attend any training dates listed on this flyer OR a training in

another county OR complete the online YQCA training

QUALITY LIVESTOCK CARE
I N D I A N A  4 - H

To exhibit BEEF CATTLE, DAIRY CATTLE, SWINE, SHEEP, MEAT GOATS, DAIRY GOATS, PYGMY GOATS,
POULTRY, and RABBITS, 4-H members must be certified through the Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock
Care training OR the online Youth for the Quality Care of Animals program (YQCA) by July 1, 2026.

Thurs, May 28
3:00 pm

Purdue Extension
Office

Wed, June 17
3:00 pm

Purdue Extension 
Office

Mon, June 29
6:00 pm

4-H Center
Conference

Room

Visit https://qlc26.4honline.com to
register. The cost is $3. 

To be certified through YQCA, register at
www.yqcaprogram.org and present

completion certificate to 4-H Educator.

Purdue University is  an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access
University. If you are in need of accommodations or an

interpreter or translator to attend this program, please contact
Megan Hoffherr at (812) 867-4935 or mkron@purdue.edu

2 weeks before the program.

https://qlc26.4honline.com/
https://qlc26.4honline.com/


     

Swine DNA Hair Sample Collection Instructions      

Please read instructions completely before beginning process. This is required for all pigs that you plan to exhibit 

in the 4‐H swine show at the Indiana State Fair. Collection Envelopes are available from your County Extension 

Office.  Samples are due to your local Extension Office by May 15th.     

1. Clean the hair collection area to remove dirt and other contaminants. Make sure area is dry before collecting 

hair.      

a. Recommended site is loin or rump, but if animal has been shaved, other areas include between the toes, 

on the jowl/face, inside the ear or around the tail head.      

b. It seems that the longer the hair, the more likely you will be to get follicles.      

2. Use pliers to pull the hair. Be sure pliers are clean and dry.       

a. Pull the hair directly away from the animal, not at an angle. This will allow the follicle to come out with 

the hair.      

b. Do not cut the hair from the animal as the roots must be present for DNA analysis.     3. Repeat pulling 

process, 5 pulls may be necessary to get enough hair (a minimum of 40 hairs).      

    

4. Visually inspect hairs to ensure follicles are attached. If follicles are not present, discard sample and start over.      

      

5. Place the sample directly into the self‐sealing collection envelope and complete the appropriate information on 

the front of the envelope. Avoid touching the hairs and using plastic bags.       

      

6. Repeat the process for remaining animals. Clean/disinfect pliers and hands between collections to prevent 

contamination of sample. Animals that are co‐enrolled with siblings only need one sample. Just be sure to list all 

siblings on the envelope.      

7. The sealed collection envelopes with the information completed on the front of envelope should be turned into 

the County Extension Office at the same time as the animal ID deadline in Indiana 4‐H Online (May 15th).      

     

8. Please refer to the Indiana State Fair 4‐H Entry Book for more information on DNA and other project 

requirements.       



9. A “how‐to” video is available on the Indiana 4‐H Swine Project page:    

https://extension.purdue.edu/4h/Pages/project.aspx?proj=14       

For questions about this process or 4‐H swine ID, please contact your county 4‐H Educator, or Courtney Stierwalt 

(dickerso@purdue.edu).      

    
Agricultural Administration Building | 615 W State Street | West Lafayette, IN 47907-2053 | (765) 494-8422 | extension.purdue.edu/4h      
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Animal Identification 

4-H members (Grades 3 – 12) must identify all Beef and Dairy Cattle, Goats, Horses, Llamas, Sheep and 
Swine in the 4-H Online system by the species deadline or earlier county deadline if applicable to be 
eligible for exhibition.

• Beef and Dairy Beef Steers, Beef Heifers, Beef/Dairy Feeder Calves, Dairy Cattle, Goats, Horses, 
Llamas, Sheep, and Swine must be entered into 4-H Online no later than May 15, 2025.

Animal Identification in 4-H Online 

Please complete the following steps to identify your livestock in the 4-H Online 
system. 

1. Login to your family profile at:  https://v2.4honline.com using your family email address and
password associated with your 4-H enrollment record.

a. If you have forgotten your password, please use the ‘Reset password’ option on the 4-H
Online login page, and you will be sent a new temporary password.

b. If you have forgotten your family email address or turned in a paper 4-H enrollment form,
please contact your local Purdue Extension Office for assistance.

2. Click View next to the Member’s record for whom you would like to add an animal

3. Click Animals in the navigation pane.
4. Click the blue "Add an Animal" button. (even if you have previous year

animals that can be registered again, click "Add an Animal")

https://in.4honline.com/


Animal Identification
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Family Enrollment of Animals 
Animals are automatically co-enrolled within the same family (Siblings and step-siblings). The animals 
may be identified under a single 4-H member in 4-H Online and be exhibited by a different sibling listed 
in the same family profile.  With this capability in 4-H Online, animals do not need to be entered 
under each 4-H member in the family. The exhibit management program will allow a member to select 
to exhibit any animal identified by the family in 4-H Online. It is suggested that at least 1 animal be 
identified by each member enrolled in the project. 

5. Click on "Add New Animal" to start adding a new animal or if
you have animals that carry over from the previous year you
"Register" those. Animals that can be registered from
previous years must be REGISTERED every year by
completing this step. You cannot select a previous year and
assume they are there. Animals that carry over are Dairy
Cattle Females, Horse&Pony, Llama&Alpaca, Dairy Goat
Females, and Pygmy Goats (move onto step 9 if registering
previous animal).

6. Select the appropriate animal type from the drop-down menu.
7. Enter the required Tag, Tattoo, or Animal Name as directed

for the first step that will then allow you to proceed to the
remaining identification process. (see Key)

8. Click Save.

9. Read the on-screen instructions for Animal ID requirements for County Fair and Indiana State Fair Exhibition.
10. Click on the button "Show Questions" after reading the instructions.
11. Required fields are indicated, but be sure to complete all other visible fields as applicable.
12. Click next once completed. If animals have been carried over, the ID information will already be there.
13. Upload any files if required or necessary for the particular Animal type. For animals that are carried over,

new photos and files must be uploaded each year.
14. Click next once completed.
15. Review the entered information. Use the Back button at the bottom of the page to return to the previous

screen to make corrections if needed.
16. Once the entered information is correct and reviewed, click the Submit button.
17. The animal information will display on the screen with the status, created, modified, and submitted date and

time stamp (local time). You will also receive a confirmation email upon submission.
18. To add more animals for the same member repeat steps 3-17. To add animals for another member return to

the Member List and View another member.

**Note** Members are able to edit Animal ID information until the species specific Animal ID deadline of May 15, 2025. 
Click on the Animals tab from your account at any time to view the status for all of the animals for a member in the family.
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