
4-H project guidelines & manual pick-up 

The Extension office will be open for you to pick up 4-H project manuals and/or pay 4-H fees at Ag 
Day on Saturday, March, 14, 2026 from 8 am to 11 am. Please call prior to the day and your infor-
mation will be ready to pick up that morning.  

New 4-H family orientation 
 Saturday, March 14    9:30-10 a.m.  at the Homemakers food stand at the fairgrounds 

Perfect for families new to Sullivan County 4-H who are looking to learn the basics. This is during 
Sullivan County Ag Day, so arrive early to eat pancakes and sausage, check out the vendors, and 
then join 4-H Educator Cheryl Casselman for a new 4-H family orientation. 

Ride bus to Academy and Round-Up 2026! 

New! Sullivan County 4-H members attending Academy and Round-Up this year have the opportunity 
to ride a coach bus from Sullivan County to Purdue University for free! (Thank you Sullivan County  
4-H Council for paying the $100 per person fee.) 

4-H RoundUp and Academy are June 10-12, 2026. This is the first year both events take place 
the same week. Register before May 9. Both events are at Purdue University and give youth the experi-
ence of living in a residence hall and navigating a Big Ten campus. Cost is $125 because 4-H Council 
pays half. Registration opens March 15 and ends May 8.   

 RoundUp is for grades 7-9. About 500 youth and adult participants gather at Purdue  
 University for an introductory leadership development and career awareness. 

 Academy, for grades 9-12, includes hands-on educational workshops designed to teach  
 technical and workforce preparation skills. Youth choose tracks such as artificial intelligence, 
 creative arts, animal health, digital ag, food science, EMS, finances, flight, weather, plant  
 science, and civic engagement. 

If you have questions, please contact Extension Educator Cheryl Casselman at ccassel@purdue.edu or 
812-286-4332. 

Clover Monthly        March 2026    
Sullivan County 4-H monthly communication for 4-H members, families, leaders, fair board, and council. 

4-H Council committee member positions open 

Committees will meet outside of Council meetings and report out their work and make recommenda-
tions to council. Committees: Budget & Audit, Projects,  Trips & Awards, Club Leaders, Nominating, 
and Constitution & By-Laws. If you’re interested or would like more information, please contact Ex-
tension Educator Cheryl Casselman or any 4-H Council member.  



Important Dates 
 

 4-H preferred enrollment 2025-2026: Oct. 1-Jan. 15 (4-H members and adult volunteers)  

 Academy and Roundup registration in 4Honline opens March 15 

 Clover Extravaganza for 4-Hers in grades 3-12 is Friday, April 10, 4-H Building 

 Sullivan County 4-H Performing Arts contest April 16, 6:30 pm., Crossroads Church 

 Sullivan County 4-H Fair: July 11-18, 2026  

 Indiana State Fair: Aug. 7-23, 2026 (closed Mondays)  

Cancellation Reminder 

Please remember that all Extension meetings are cancelled if school is dismissed early or cancelled 
due to inclement weather.  This applies if only one or more Sullivan County school corporations 
cancel classes due to inclement weather. 

Woo hoo! Thank you to the Mike Sprinkle Memorial Fund, all 4-Hers who  
complete their first year of 4-H will be reimbursed $15 with their project  
premium money after the 2026 Sullivan County 4-H Fair.  
 

Thank you to the Mike Sprinkle family!  

First year Sullivan County 4-Hers are free!  

The flower fundraiser is getting an update! 4-Hers can collect orders online or with the 
sheet that will mailed and emailed to 4-Hers. If you choose to use the sheet to collect or-
ders, you must then add the flowers to the website and pay for the order. The form will no 
longer need to be returned to 4-H Club Leaders. All orders must be placed online by April 
24, 2026 to reserve flowers. Flower pickup will be at the 4-H Fairgrounds on April 30, 
2026 from 3:30-7:00PM. You are no longer responsible for picking up flower orders un-
less you made arrangements with the people who bought flowers to do so. We hope you 
like this new setup! If you have any questions, please call the Extension Office or email 
sullivan4hauction@gmail.com.   



INDIANA 4-H QUALITY LIVESTOCK CARE  

To exhibit BEEF CATTLE, DAIRY CATTLE, SWINE, SHEEP, MEAT GOATS, DAIRY 
GOATS, POULTRY, and RABBITS, 4-H members must be certified through the Indiana 4-H 
Quality Livestock Care training OR the online Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) program. 
This certification must be done an annual basis. 4-H members must be registered BEFORE attending 
a training. 4-H members may attend any training dates listed OR a training in another county OR 
complete the online YQCA training. 
 

   Tuesday, March 10, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sullivan County 4-H Fairgrounds  

   Thursday, March 26, 12:00-1:00pm Sullivan County Purdue Extension Office 

   Tuesday, April 28, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Sullivan County 4-H Fairgrounds  

   Thursday, May 14, 5:45-6:45 p.m. Sullivan County 4-H Fairgrounds  

   Sunday, June 14, 2:00-3:00 p.m. Sullivan County 4-H Fairgrounds  

Register for classes on events at www.v2.4honline.com. Cost is $3 at the door. 

Those planning to be certified through the YQCA program will register at www.yqcaprogram.org and 
will present their completion certificate to 4-H Educator Bailey Draper by emailing 
bldraper@purdue.edu by June 22nd.  

                 Those exhibiting at the Indiana State Fair must show a hard copy of the  
                 completion certificate (not digital) at check-in. 

Attention Poultry Exhibitors 

Beginning in 2026, Pullorum-Typhoid testing will be required for all poultry unless the birds are 
purchased from an NPIP-approved hatchery or farm. 

If your poultry comes from an NPIP source, proof of purchase is now required. Acceptable documen-
tation includes: 

• Invoice or receipt from an NPIP hatchery or breeder 

• NPIP certificate or official documentation (often includes the NPIP number) 

• Shipping paperwork showing NPIP status 

If you have any questions, please contact Extension Educator Bailey Draper at bldraper@purdue.edu 
or call the office at 812-286-4332. 

Cat vaccinations 

If you are planning to show your cat in the 2026 4-H Cat Show be sure to get your cat vaccinated. A 
completed form must accompany your cat at the show. This vaccination must occur at least 2 weeks 
prior to the show in July. Don’t wait! 





Be a 4-H Exhibit Hall Worker at the Indiana State Fair! 

Youth are afforded an opportunity to work at the Indiana State Fair as an Exhibit Hall Worker. Du-
ties include checking-in non-animal 4-H exhibits, preparing exhibits for display to the public, record 
keeping, interacting with fair attendees, assisting with a variety of state fair events, and releasing ex-
hibits. Workers will develop team work, customer service, record keeping, and other work related 
skills through this temporary employment opportunity.  

 

Exhibit Hall Workers must be a minimum of 14 years of age. This employment opportunity is also 
available to college-age young adults. Exhibit Hall Workers are expected to reside on-site in the re-
served dormitory space. This is a minimum wage earning employment opportunity. 

 

The Indiana State Fair is August 7-23, 2026 (closed Mondays). Exhibit Hall Workers will be needed 
July 31-August 25, 2026.  The 2026 4-H Exhibit Hall Worker Online Application: https://
bit.ly/4tZBrWg 

Please email Megan Skiba directly at skiba0@purdue.edu with any questions. 

YES (Youth Engaged Service) grants provide up 
to $1,000 for youth in grades 7–12 across Indiana 
to plan and complete a service project in their 
community. Youth will identify a local need, then 
create and carry out a youth-led service project—
and you can even invite your friends to join you! 

Each youth lead will be supported by an adult su-
pervisor, but the goal of these grants is to give 4-
H youth hands-on leadership and project man-
agement experience. 

 Applications are now open!  

 Deadline to apply: March 15 

 Grant notifications: April 15 

Adults may advise, but youth need to take owner-
ship of their project by completing their applica-
tion, filling out their budget sheet, and compiling 
their final report with minimal adult interven-
tion. 

Group participation is encouraged in the service 
projects, including younger children who may 
want to lead their own project one day! Clubs 
with members of all ages are encouraged to apply 

as long as the YOUTH LEAD is in grade 7-12. 

Past $1,000 funded projects to get the ide-
as flowing:  

-“Baby Basic Bundles” to support needy families 
by providing essential infant care items 

-“Paw Pals” care kits to help 4-H Rabbit members 
get started with the items they need for basic 
grooming. 

-Fair entrance beautification makeover 

-“Seasonal Sensations for Seniors” provided dec-
orations to elderly residents in local nursing 
homes for holidays   and seasons 

-“Birthday in a Bag” donated to a local food pan-
try has everything for a birthday party: cake mix, 
candles, etc. 

Funds for this initiative were made available 
from Rural 1st by Farm Credit and Corteva 
Agriscience. 

Learn more and apply at https://in4h.org/
grants/  

YES grants 
Money available for youth-led community service projects  



Save the date for these 2026 4-H opportunities 

 Teen Leadership Weekend @ Camp Tecumseh March 27-29, 2026—Open to Junior Leaders 

 4-H Camp: June 7-10, 2026 @ Shakamak State Park—Campers are grades 3rd-6th, counselors 
are grades 8th-12th 

 4-H Round-Up for grades 7-8 at Purdue, June 10-12 

 4-H Academy for grades 9-12 at Purdue, June 10-12 

 

2026  

Junior Leader Meetings   

7-8 p.m. in the 4-H Building 

March 10th – Guest Speak-
ers and Ag Day Set-Up 

April 14th – Fun Night – 
Please bring food and other 

items to be distributed to the 
county blessing boxes 

May 12th – Taco/Nacho 
Night! – Please bring old T-
shirts or jeans to make dog/
cat toys and other items to 
be donation to the Sullivan 
County Humane Society.  

Are you a Sullivan County student in grades 7–12? If so, you 
can join the 4-H Junior Leaders Project for the  

2025–2026 program year! 

Junior Leaders is a youth-led leadership program that helps 
members build leadership skills, make new friends, and pro-

mote 4-H throughout Sullivan County. Members work togeth-
er on service projects, fundraising, and fun monthly meetings 

that include activities, guest speakers, and refreshments. 

To complete the Junior Leaders project, members must finish 
the Junior Leader manual, complete one additional 4-H  
project, attend at least three meetings, participate in one  

fundraiser, and take part in one service project. 

Join a team that gives back and makes a difference in our com-
munity—become a 4-H Junior Leader! 

To Stay in the loop with Junior Leaders, add yourself to:  

Remind: text @g4a2dg to the number 81010  

Facebook: Sullivan County 4-H Junior Leaders 

Instagram: sullivancojuniorleaders 

Hey, 2026 Sullivan County  
High School 4-H Seniors!!  

Graduating 4-H’ers, please share your 4-H experience and receive a com-
memorative 4-H graduate cord! Complete this survey online at: 
puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey  or scan the QR code before  
April 1.  Once you have completed the survey, stop in the Sullivan County Extension 
office to pick-up your 4-H cord.                          



New drones prepare Sullivan County 4-H youth to be #BeyondReady  

Thank you to the Indiana Energy Association, Indiana Soybean Alliance, Indiana Corn Marketing 
Council, and the Indiana 4-H Foundation for providing funding to purchase a couple drones for  
local 4-H youth, preparing them to be beyond ready for the future in a rapidly changing world. 

With these new resources, Sullivan County 4-Hers will compete in upcoming UAV/drone events: 

 Statewide 4-H UAV/Drone Competition—March 14, 2026 — Madison County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
Alexandria, IN 

We are seeking 4-Hers in 5th through 12th grade who are interested in learning and practicing with 
drones and volunteers to help coach. Interested 4-Hers are encouraged to get involved. To learn 
more or sign up, please contact the Extension Office at 812-268-4332 or email  
sullivances@purdue.edu. 

4-H Council committee member positions open 

Committees will meet outside of Council meetings and report out their work and make recommen-
dations to council. Committees: Budget & Audit, Projects,  Trips & Awards, Club Leaders, Nomi-
nating, and Constitution & By-Laws. If you’re interested or would like more information, please 
contact Extension Educator Cheryl Casselman or any 4-H Council member.  

Join us for Cricut 101, a hands-on work-
shop for students in grades 6–12! Youth 
will learn how to use a Cricut machine 
and create a fun take-home project! No 
experience needed. 

 

A huge thank you to the Indiana Energy 
Association, Indiana Soybean Alliance, 
Indiana Corn Marketing Council, and the 
Indiana 4-H Foundation for providing 
the funding to make this possible! 

Cricut 101 Workshop 



2026 Indiana 4-H Animal Identification 

 The following table lists the different animal species and the respective form of identification that is required for a 4-H member to be eligible to 
show in the 4-H livestock shows at the 2026 Sullivan County and Indiana State Fair. The animal ID information must be entered in the Indiana 4-H 
Online enrollment system by the May 15th Deadline, incomplete or incorrect animal ID information could result in county and state fair ineligibility for 

that particular animal.                                                        For State Fair                 For Sullivan County Fair       Deadline 

         Beef and Dairy Beef Steers 840-RFID Tag and 5-digit 
County Tag and DNA Hair 

Sample 

840-RFID Tag and 

5-digit County Tag 
May 15 

Commercial and Market Heifers and 
Dairy Feeder 

840-RFID Tag and 5-digit 
County Tag and DNA Hair 

Sample 

840-RFID Tag and 

5-digit County Tag 
May 15 

Beef, Registered Heifers 840-RFID tag and Tattoo and DNA Hair 
Sample 840-RFID tag and Tattoo May 15 

Dairy Cattle 

840-RFID tag and animal’s registered 
name and registration number (or 

dam’s registration number) and DNA 
Hair Sample 

840-RFID tag May 15 

Dairy Goat 
Females, Registered 

Wethers 

Breed Registry Tattoo 

5-digit County Tag or Tattoo 

Breed Registry Tattoo 

5-digit County Tag or Tattoo 
May 15 

Meat Goat 

Meat Goat Wethers 

(Including Myotonics) 

  

  

Boer Goat Females, Registered 

Market Goat Does 

(Wether Dams) 

840-RFID Tag and 5-digit County Tag 
and DNA Hair Sample 

  

Breed Registry Tattoo or Microchip that 
matches Registration Papers and DNA 

Hair Sample 

 

840-RFID Tag and 5-digit County Tag 
and DNA Hair Sample 

5-digit County Tag or Tattoo 

Breed Registry Tattoo 

5-digit County Tag or Tattoo 

May 15 

May 15 

May 15 

Pygmy Goats  

     Registered 

 

Unregistered 

Breed Registry Tattoo or 

Microchip that Matches Registration 
Papers 

Official USDA Scrapie Tag or 

Official Scrapie Tattoo 

Breed Registry Tattoo or 

Microchip that Matches Regis-
tration Papers 

Official USDA Scrapie ID or  5-
digit County Tag 

May 15 

Horses and Pony Two Color Picture Color Picture May 15 

Llama and Alpaca Two Color Picture Color Picture May 15 

Sheep 

Market Lambs 

Commercial Ewes 

Registered Ewes 

840-RFID Tag and 5-digit County Tag 
and DNA Hair Sample 

  

840-RFID Tag and 5-digit County Tag/
or official scrapies tag and DNA Hair 

Sample 

  

840-RFID Tag and ID that matches 
registration Papers and 

DNA Hair Sample 

5-digit County Tag 

5-digit County Tag 

ID that matches Breed 

Registration Papers 

May 15 

Swine 
840-RFID Tag and Ear Notch and DNA 

Hair Sample 840-RFID Tag and Ear Notch May 15 



March 30  
April 3  
May 1  
June 5 
July 3 

August 7  
All at 4:00 pm  



What’s New for 2026 
4-H Non-Livestock Projects 

ALL POSTERS 
Posters are to be 22”x28” and displayed horizontally and placed in a clear plasƟc sleeve 

or covered with clear plasƟc to protect contents. The poster must be mounted on a firm  
backing to add sƟffness to the exhibit, for example: a foam core board. Display boards should 
be designed to sit on a table using no more than 36” of tabletop space. Space should be leŌ in 
the lower right-hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue Extension staff. 

ANIMAL EDUCATION 

ALL Animal EducaƟon posters will check-in in the Exhibit Building on the designated 
check-in day for building projects.  Animal EducaƟon posters will not be checked in at the live-
stock barns, during livestock check-in, or judged at the livestock shows.   

COMPUTER 
The Computer project has had several changes and addiƟons for 2026.  Please stop in the 

Extension Office to get a copy of the new project guidelines for the Computer project.  We are also 
seeking a Superintendent for this project, please call the office for more informaƟon if you are  
Interested, 812-268-4332.   

SPORTS 
 The 4-H Sports project is a new county project for 2026 that encourages youth to learn about 

the sport of their choice.  A 4-Her may choose any sport that they are interested in to create a poster 

about.  Please stop in the Extension Office for a copy of the project guidelines. 

RETIRED PROJECTS 
 The following county projects have been reƟred from Sullivan County 4-H and will no longer be 

available beginning in 2026.  AutomoƟve, AviaƟon, Basketball, Bowling, Discover the River, and Golf.  Bas-

ketball, bowling, and golf can now be parƟcipated in under the new Sports project.   











2026 Sullivan County 10 Year 4-H Members 

Katelyn Cooley 
Gill Go Getters 4-H Club 
Daughter of Jessie & Mandy Cooley 

What is your favorite 4-H tradition?   
Picking up and caring 
for my rabbits for the 
meat pen competi-
tion.      

Who is a person you 
will always remember 
from 4-H and why?   
Ava Jahn.  Ava is my 
best friend and we've 
been involved in 4-H 
for 10 years.  Ava and I 
have spent many years 
together completing 
projects and helping 
each other in the rab-
bit barn working with 
our meat pen rabbits.  I will never forget all of the 
fun, laughs, and memories she and I have made 
throughout the years.  

What is a funny memory from Fair or Camp that will  
always make you laugh? 
I will never forget being chased by a skunk during  
4-H camp.    

Can you lead your 4-H Club in the 4-H Pledge with 
all of the correct hand motions?   
Yes!  Fun Fact, I've been attending 4-H meetings 
since I was a very little girl.  I was with my older sib-
lings for every meeting they attended, and I grew up 
watching their love of 4-H, and I couldn't wait to join 
when I got older.  

What was your biggest project blooper?   
My second year in 4-H, I tried the pig competition 
and my pig got loose in the pig barn right before I 
was supposed to show it and was running around, 
and it took my mom and I ten minutes to catch it.    
 
If you could start all over and do it all again, would 
you?  
Absolutely!  4-H has been a big part of my childhood 
and I would highly encourage every child to join. 

Lori Alumbaugh 
Gill Go Getters 4-H Club 
Daughter of Harold & Alicia Alumbaugh 

What is the most unexpected thing you’ve learned in 
4-H? 
How to get stuff 
done in a timely 
manner. 

What is your favor-
ite 4-H tradition? 
The pork chop din-
ner that I get to 
help serve every 
year. 

What is one thing 
that you would tell 
a first year 4-Her? 
Do a variety of dif-
ferent projects and 
try new things. 

What is your favorite thing to eat during Fair week? 
I absolutely love the lemon shake-ups. 

What is your go-to stress reliever after a busy project  
season? 
I like to sit by my pool, get a tan, and read on my Kin-
dle. 

Who is a person you will always remember from 4-H 
and why? 
My club leader, Melissa Stearley, she always makes 
the meetings really fun and asks about our projects. 

What is a funny memory from Fair or Camp that will 
always make you laugh? 
The two years that I did the dog show.  They were al-
ways really funny. 

Can you lead your 4-H club in the 4-H Pledge with 
the correct hand motions?         
Yes 

What was your biggest project blooper? 
Making a shotgun shell picture frame for my friend 
and his mom.  It was really difficult to glue the shells 
to the wooden frame. 

If you could start all over and do it all again, would 
you?        
Yes 


