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A look ahead at important dates: 
December 1—SCCF “We Call It Home” Short 

Film Feature, includes Steuben County 4-H 

December 12—Volunteer Video Watch Party 

December 23-January 2—Extension Office 
Closed for Christmas/New Year’s 

January 17—PCARET Legislative Luncheon 

January 23—Small Appliance Workshop 

January 24—New 4-H Member Workshop 

January 30—Volunteer Video Watch Party 

February (all month)—“We Go Together 
Like Peanut Butter and Jelly” Food Drive by 
the Steuben County 4-H Jr. Leaders 

February 1—4-H Camp Counselor Applica-
tions Due 

February 8—Photography Workshop 

February 14—Canvas Painting Workshop 

February 21—Poultry Workshop 

March 7—4-H Camp Counselor Training 

March 16—Soap Making and Bath Bomb C
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Rest Well This Holiday Season! 

Happy December and end of the year! In about one month, we will 
hope to see all of you pop up in our inbox (if you haven’t already), indi-
cating you have re-enrolled as a 4-H member for 2022-2023. Although 
enrollment will remain open, we ask that everyone enroll on/before 
January 15th at v2.4honline.com. It helps tremendously with commu-
nication, allows us to pay for your temporary insurance policy, and max-
imizes the opportunities you have to participate in the events offered at 
the county, area, state, and even national levels. After January 15th, we 
will no longer pull inactive member reports for communication (those 
that enrolled in 2021-2022, but have not enrolled for 2022-2023). To be 
included in all future communications, please try to enroll over Christmas break or shortly 

after the holiday! • • • I REALLY wish I could publish the exact fair dates for 2023, but 
there are few things still in the works. We aren’t making any major moves (weeks or multi-
ple days), but we may be moving by a half-day or so. Stay tuned on exact dates and times, 
but for now, plan on July 21-27. If anything moves, it will move up rather than back. We are 
shifting a few shows so that we can hopefully move the Rabbit and Poultry shows to 

Rensch Hall. Look for details soon! • • • I hope you are able to find rest during the break! 
Merry Christmas, dear friends! 

Enrollment is open: v2.4honline.com 

Workshop 

March 22—Spring PCARET Meeting 

March 27-31—Spring Break for MSD, PH, 
Fremont, and Hamilton 

April 12—4-H Camp Counselor Training 

April 18—Woodworking Workshop 

April 26—Purdue Day of Giving 

April 30—TENTATIVE Small Calf ID 

May 4—4-H Camp Counselor Training 

May 15—Animal ID Due in 4HOnline 

May 18—Dissection Workshop 

May 23, 25, 30, 6/1—Art 101: Embracing 
Your Creative Mess 

June 7-9—Northeast Indiana 4-H Camp 

June 7-9—4-H Academy @ Purdue 

June 13-16—State Junior Leader Conference 

June 24-26—4-H Band/Chorus 

June 26-28—DATE CHANGE: 4-H 
Round-up 
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Club, Committee, and Board Happenings 

4-H Bit and Bridle—The last 
meeting was really fun! Join us for 
the next round of fun! The next 
meeting will be January 9th at 7 pm 
in the Community Center. Subse-
quent meetings will be 2/6, 3/6, 
4/3, with May/June/July/ 
October at the fairgrounds, and 
11/6. 
4-H Explorers—The club will 
meet again on January 10th at 1:30 
pm in the Community Center. Sub-
sequent meetings will be 2/14, 
3/14, 4/11, 5/9, and 6/13. 
Flint Arrows—The club will not 
meet again until January 2023 un-
less otherwise notified.  
Fremont Ready Willing and 
Able—The next meeting will be 
January 15th at 4 pm at the Perry’s 
(315 W Feather Valley Road, 
Fremont). Subsequent meetings will 
be 2/19, 3/19, 4/19, 5/20 
(Saturday), and 6/11. 
Hamilton Fighting 4-H’ers—If 
you know an individual who would 
make a great 4-H club leader, please 
contact Tami! The club will not 
meet again until a leader is secured. 
Lucky Ducks—The next club 
meeting will be December 6th at 
6:30 in the Board Room. Subse-
quent meetings will be 1/3, 2/7 
3/7, 4/4, 5/2, 6/6, and 7/11. 
Orland Creative Kids—If you 
know an individual who would 
make a great 4-H club leader, please 
contact Tami! The club will not 
meet again until a leader is secured. 
Otsego Go-Getters—The club 
will meet on January 15th at 4 pm 
at Stoy Farms (6517 S 400 W, Ash-
ley) and will experiment with Ma-
key Makey, a fun STEM activity in 
which you can make a banana pi-
ano! Look at Facebook or the Re-
mind App for more info! Subse-

quent meetings will be 3/19, 4/16, 
5/21, 6/18, and a July potluck. 
The Conquerors—The next club 
meeting will be January 8th at 3:30 
pm at the Heifner’s (507 W Fox 
Lake Rd, Angola). Subsequent 
meetings will be 2/12, 3/12, 4/19, 
5/21, 6/11, and 7/9. 
Tiny Clovers Mini 4-H—Mark 
your calendar as dates have been 
set! Mini 4-H will meet 5:30-7 pm 
on 1/23, 2/27, 3/20, 4/24, 5/22, 
and 6/26. Meetings are held in the 
Steuben Community Center’s 
Multi-Purpose Room. 
Jr. Leaders—Join us for Christ-
mas Adoption Shopping on Tues-
day, December 13th, 5:30-8 pm. 
You do not need to bring any 
money, but we would like every-
one to contribute to the taco bar 
that we will enjoy after shopping. 
Please meet at the south entrance 
of Walmart (grocery side). We will 
carpool back to the Extension Of-
fice where pick-up will take place 
at 8 pm. Taco Bar Sign Up List: 
https://bit.ly/JLTacoBar22 
4-H Fair Board—Our next regu-
lar business meeting will be in the 
Board Room on December 12th 
at 7pm.  
4-H Camping Committee—The 
December 12th meeting has been 
cancelled.  
4-H Programs/Publicity Com-
mittee— Please plan to meet on 
December 5th at 6 pm in the 
Board Room.  
4-H Pork Stand Committee— 
Please plan to meet on December 
12th at 6 pm in the Board Room.  
 
 

Special  
Accommodations 

If you are in need of special accom-
modations for any and all 4-H or 
Purdue Extension programs and 
events, please call the Extension 

Office to give reasonable notices of 
the accommodations needed. 

This is Us 
Steuben County 4-H 

is committed to creating a di-
verse, equitable, and accessible 
environment for all members, 

past, present, and future.   

Required 4HOnline 
Volunteer  

Video Series 
So that we can include you in the 
operation of our 4-H events and 
activities and the decisions related 
to the 4-H Program, we are invit-
ing you to complete the 4-H Vol-
unteer re-enrollment process at 
v2.4honline.com. After you have 
updated your profile, you will have 
the opportunity to complete three 
trainings. These can be completed 
on your laptop or similar device, 
or, if you prefer, you can attend 
one of our in-person trainings—
December 12th at 6 pm or Janu-
ary 30th at 5 pm. The topics are: 
• Volunteer Orientation 
• Youth Safety and Reporting 

Child Abuse 
• Increasing Cultural Awareness 
You are working with our most 
valued resource—our youth—and 
the videos will broaden your skills 
so that you will be better prepared 
to work with them.  



Sun 

Enrollment 

opened on 

October 1. You 

can enroll your 

child now at 

v2.4honline.com!

6 

13 

20 

Otsego Go

Getters 4pm, 

Stoy Farms

27 
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December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

SCCF “We Call 

It Home” Short 

Film Feature 

5pm, T. Furth 

Center 

2 3 

4 5 

Programs/

Publicity 6pm, 

Board Room 

6 

Lucky Ducks 

6:30pm, Board 

Room 

7 8 9 10 

11 12 

Volunteer Video 

Series Watch Party 

6pm, Board Room 

Pork Stand Com-

mittee 6pm, Pillar 

Room 

4-H Fair Board 7pm, 

Board Room 

13 

Jr. Leaders 

Christmas Adop-

tion Shopping, 

meet at Walmart 

at 5:30 pm, pick 

up at Extension 

Office at 8 pm 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Extension Office Closed December 23-January 2 for the Holidays and the University’s Winter Recess 



Pork Stand Acquisition 
The Steuben County Swine Boosters were ready to 
give up the Pork Stand, and per their by-laws, if the 
group dissolves, the Pork Stand and all of the corre-
sponding assets become property of Steuben County 
4-H. The 4-H Fair Board did not rush into this deci-
sion and recognize it will take a lot of effort, but the 
Swine Boosters assured us this will be profitable for  
4-H. Stay tuned for details as they become available. 
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2022 4-H Fair Photos 

All of the 2022 4-H Fair photos are published and can 
be viewed by visiting: 
choicephotography.webmate.me/gallery 
Choose 2022 Steuben County 4-H Fair.  
Password: steuben4h2022 

4-H Camp Counselors 

It’s early, but we love 4-H Camp so much that we 
don’t want to keep you in the dark...4-H Camp Coun-
selor applications are ready! They aren’t due until Feb-
ruary 1st, but why not show your excitement and ap-
ply early for the best week of the year! Applications 
can be found at:  
https://bit.ly/4HCampCounselorApplication  

Before You Meet with Youth... 
or make decisions on behalf of 4-H, you really need to 
be an approved 4-H volunteer! Although you may 
have been an approved volunteer in 2021-2022, with 
the opening of 2022-2023 enrollment, we need all vol-
unteers to re-enroll ASAP. This is both for your pro-
tection and the protection of the young people in 
which you work. This re-enrollment, which includes 
watching the training videos, also enacts your insur-
ance coverage which will be helpful if you get hurt or 
injured in your volunteer role. 

Indiana 4-H  
Volunteer Resources 

Join the Thrivers Book Club, a virtual 4-week book 
club for 4-H volunteers and adults that work with 
youth. The group will be discussing the book 
“Thrivers” by Michele Borba on Tuesday evenings in 
January and February at 7 pm. Adults can register 
at https://tinyurl.com/4HThrivers. 
 
The Indiana 4-H Volunteer Development Committee 
is pleased to present the first volunteer resources from 
a new series, “Back to the Basics for 4-H to Grow and 
Thrive.” The first resources include: 
• Keeping 4-H Fun 
• Parent Involvement 
• Effective Club Management 
These free resources can be found on the Volunteer 
Resources and Development Tab on the State 4-H 
Website: https://extension.purdue.edu/4-
H/volunteer/resources-and-development/index.html 

4-H Club Finances 
Club Leaders, 4-H Club Financial Report forms will 
be mailed to the primary club leader this month. All 
clubs must complete the form with beginning and 
ending balances for 2022 no later than February 1st. 
Two clubs are up for audit based on the five year 
schedule and/or a change in leadership, which re-
quires additional information to be submitted:  
Fremont Ready, Wiling, & Able and the Bit and 
Bridle 4-H Club. Thank you for attention to this 
important matter that protects you as a volunteer! 
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A slate of activities for the upcoming 4-H program 
year has been published!  
December 13, 5:30-8 pm—Plan to meet at 
Walmart (south entrance) at 5:30 pm to shop for a 
family in need. You do not need to bring any mon-
ey as the expenses will be covered by the Jr. Leader 
treasury, but please bring a taco bar item to share. 
Sign up at https://bit.ly/JLTacoBar22. After shop-
ping, we will carpool to the Extension Office for 
the taco bar and gift wrapping.  
January 24, 5:30-7:30 pm—Brief meeting and 
hosting the New Member Workshop 
February—“We Go Together Like Peanut Butter 
and Jelly” Food Drive 
February 28, 6:30-8 pm—Brownie Bakeoff Night 
March 23 (Thursday), time & location TBD—
Joint meeting with LaGrange Co. 4-H Jr. Leaders 
April 18, 5:30-8pm—Brief Meeting and Wood-
working Workshop 
May 16, 6:30-8 pm—Meeting and new member 
efforts 
June 13—Mock Faceoff events and new member 
calls 
July—4-H Fair Help and Pop Stand 
 
Notify Tami  if you want to help with Mini 4-H 
meetings this year. Meetings will take place 5:30-7 
pm on 1/23, 2/27, 3/20, 4/24, 5/22, and 6/26 in 
the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Sixth Graders: 
You can join 4-H Jr. Leaders this year! If you are in-
terested in exploring 4-H beyond the traditional 4-H 
fair and project exhibition, then maybe this leadership 
opportunity is the route for you! 4-H volunteers and 
Tami work with a group of teens and pre-teens nearly 
every month to do community service, to plan events 
and activities for the 4-H fair, to socialize, and to learn 
teamwork and leadership.  These opportunities are 
perfect for youth seeking community service hours 
and volunteer opportunities!  We usually meet once a 
month on a Tuesday, 6:30-8 pm, but it does vary at 
times. 

Want to complete your livestock workshops early or 
replace your Communications record sheet? Then 
"Communicating for Agriculture's Future" is the 
workshop for you! This workshop series will count 
towards the Communications project or any 3 animal 
species of your choice (must attend all sessions to get 
credit toward 3 species). With the help of a grant from 
the DeKalb Community Foundation, we created a 
workshop for youth in grades 9-12 focused on using 
graphic design concepts to promote new advances in 
the world of Agriculture. The need for effective Agri-
culture Communicators in the workforce has been 
growing fast in the last few years. Explore a career 
option and gain skills necessary for college or the 
workforce. Register at https://bit.ly/agissues. 
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(11am-Noon ET) 

State Opportunities starting in January! 
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4-H Motto: To make the best better. 

4-H Slogan: Learning by doing. 

Indiana 4-H Mission: To provide real-life edu-

cational opportunities that develop young people 
who will have a positive impact in their communities 
and the world.   

Indiana 4-H Vision: Indiana 4-H Youth Devel-

opment strives to be the premier, community-based 
program empowering young people to reach their 
full potential. 

2023 Indiana State Fair 
The Indiana State Fair has released their preliminary 
schedule for animal shows. Arrival times are to be 
determined. Check it out at: 
https://bit.ly/3N8GZsw 

Cash those checks! 
Everyone has picked up their 4-H livestock auction 
checks, but not everyone has cashed or deposited 
them! Please make your way to the bank soon so  
that we can wrap up all-things-auction soon.  

Indiana 4-H Scholarships 
Youth in grades 10-12 can apply for Indiana 4-H 
scholarships which are due January 25th. Consider 
working on them now, before we get too close to the 
holidays! Visit https://extension.purdue.edu/4-
H/get-involved/scholarships.html for the applica-
tions. In recent 
years, the accom-
plishment scholar-
ship categories with 
the least entries in-
cluded:  Engineer-
ing and Technologi-
cal Science, Com-
munications, and 
Plant and Environmental Science. See next page! 

Scholarship Applicants/ 
Job Seekers 

Youth who wish to apply for Indiana 4-H scholar-
ships (grades 10-12) or hope to develop a resume to 
apply for a job are invited to meet with Tami to edit 
and refine documents. You are always welcome to 
schedule a virtual or in-person meeting for help or for 
interview practice. Just call 260-668-1000 Ext. 1400 or 
email mosier@purdue.edu to find a mutually agreea-
ble date and time! 

Camp Miniwanca in Shelby, MI 
Strange name. Great purpose. And registration is 
open! The National Leadership Conference (NLC) is 
an 8-day experience held in Shelby, Michigan at a site 
called Camp Miniwanca that serves high school stu-
dents from all across the country. They are looking 
for future participants entering 10th, 11th, or 12th 
grade from diverse backgrounds providing partici-
pants the opportunity to develop, practice, and imple-
ment leadership skills to help participants discover 
their capacity to make a difference in their own com-
munities and the wider world. NLC will take place 
this summer June 10-17, 2023. They are looking to 
invite students who either have natural leadership 
skills and capabilities, or students whose teachers and 
mentors see the leadership potential in them that just 
need the guidance and setting to flourish.  
https://ayf.com/camps/miniwanca/national-
leadership-conference/ 

Save the Date: Indiana 4-H Day 
at the Statehouse 

Indiana 4-H members will flood the Indiana 
Statehouse on Tuesday, February 7, roughly 8am-4 
pm. This amazing state-level civic engagement activi-
ty is for youth in grades 7-12, costs $15 per member, 
and registration will be open December 8-January 15 
(or until all slots are filled) via 4HOnline. If a 
Steuben County member or delegation wishes to at-
tend, Tami can provide transportation. Overnight 
stay on Monday for those driving a long distance is 
an option on the 
Indiana State Fair-
grounds for a 
nominal fee of 
$25. Email Tami if 
you register so we 
can make arrange-
ments! 
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Help Needed! 
While many volunteers stay with us for years, when a 
volunteer signs on, they are only making a one year 
commitment that can be renewed or declined each 
year. Some volunteers don’t even volunteer for a 
year...they volunteer in an “episodic” role where they 
help with a one-time project or a few weeks max. The 
volunteer year aligns with the youth program year, so 
each fall/winter, we ask volunteers to re-enroll in 4-H. 
If you haven't given 4-H volunteer work a try, consid-
er these opportunities below. If after a year (or your 
episodic experience), you decide the role isn’t for you, 
that’s okay! 

Club Leader Vacancies 
 Flint Arrows (Co-Leader or Assistant) 
 Hamilton Fighting 4-H’ers 
 Orland Creative Kids 
 

Project Vacancies 
 Air Rifle, training held in April 
 Arts and Crafts Co-Superintendent 
 Floriculture 
 Geology 
 Video Gaming and Computer Coding 
 Woodworking 

Workshops as  
Record Sheet Replacement 

All projects are eligible for record sheet replacement 
as long as the workshop is approved by the Extension 
Office. Workshops should be at least 60-90 minutes, 
have a hands-on component, and cover practical edu-
cational concepts related to the project. Please be sure 
to sign in or alert Tami that you are attending. Work-
shops on the schedule include: 
• Any Animal Species and Communications: 

Communicating for Agriculture’s Future, January 
18, 25, and February 1, 6-8 pm, DeKalb County 
Fairgrounds 

• Photography: 4-H Virtual Photography Spark 
Club, January 18, February 15, March 15, April 15, 
and April 19, 7-8:30 pm 

• Foods: Cooking Around the World, virtual on 
Saturdays, January 21-February 25, 11am-Noon 

• Alternative Cooking: Monday, January 23, 6-8 
pm, Extension Kitchen 

• Photography: Wednesday, February 8, 6-7 pm, 
Board Room 

• Fine Arts: Tuesday, February 14, 6-8 pm, Board 
Room (small fee for supplies) 

• Poultry: Tuesday, February 21, 6:30-7:30 pm, Ex-
tension Kitchen 
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In Other Extension News... 
• State Tree Orders from the Indiana DNR Nursery 

are available. Visit www.INForestryx.com to or-
der. You can select Steuben County SWCD as 
your spring delivery site. 

• Steuben and DeKalb Counties are hosting “The 
Power of Negotiation and Communication: Land 
Leasing Strategies for Midwestern Ag Women” at 
the DeKalb County Office Building, January 18 & 
25, and February 1 & 8, 5:30-8:30 pm. Registration 
costs $50 and will take place on/before January 
13th at puext.in/PowerOfNegotiation. 

• The Fort Wayne Farm Show will take place Janu-
ary 17-19 at the FW War Memorial Coliseum. 

Donate to a State University: 
Make Your Giving Work For You 

The end of year is a time that many begin to finalize 
tax considerations and reflect on the past calendar 
year. You may receive a return of a 50 percent direct 
credit to your tax bill when donating up to $200 per 
individual and $400 for couples filing jointly, given to 
an Indiana funded university. Because Purdue Exten-
sion is part of a state funded university, one can make 
a donation to the local Extension Office that would 
qualify. Therefore a $100 contribution to Purdue Ex-
tension-Steuben County would cost one only $50. 
You can also specify how you would like the money to 
be used (i.e. 4-H, afterschool programming, volunteer 
development, agriculture or natural resources pro-
gramming, parenting classes, mental health program-
ming, community development activities, etc.). Some 
limitations do exist. For example funds donated for 
awards or scholarships would not be eligible for the 
additional direct state tax deduction. Give the Exten-
sion office a call and ask about this excellent way you 
can support community programs for minimal cost to 
your pocket due to the additional state tax break. 

One can also make a donation to the Steuben County 
Master Gardeners and/or the Steuben County 4-H 
Fair Board. While this option is not eligible for the 
50% state tax credit that a state funded university or 
college provides, it is a great option in that the these 
not-for-profit entities fall under the general state and 
federal income tax deduction via a reduction in taxable 
income. A donation to these entities not only helps 
the group, but allows for more education and events 
in our community. 

Purdue Fast Start 

Many promising students will now have the oppor-
tunity to take their first steps toward a Purdue degree 
with the new Purdue Fast Start program. Through 
Purdue’s partnership with ModernStates.org, a web-
site featuring more than 30 free, high-quality courses, 
you can gain assured admission to Purdue by earning 
free college credit. This partnership will create new 
opportunities for Indiana students to take giant leaps 
in their education with a new pathway to Purdue Uni-
versity. purdue.university/faststart 

No Changes to Animal ID 
Indiana 4-H announced in mid-October that there 
would be no changes to animal ID in 2023. So, plan 
on the same tags, tattoos, registrations papers, etc., in 
the coming year. As ID days become available, we 
will share those dates, but as a rule of thumb, plan 
on the following: 
• Fat Cattle in March 
• Small Calves in April 
• Sheep & Goats in early May 
• Self-tagging for Swine and Dairy 
• Supers/Volunteers to help tattoo Rabbits, as 

needed 
• No ID Day for Poultry, Horse & Pony, Dog, or 

Cat 

What’s Happening with YQCA? 
Indiana 4-H is transitioning away from the national 
YQCA program and creating our own Indiana 4-H 
Quality Livestock Care program. Early messages state 
in-person sessions may begin in January and will cost 
$3 per person. National YQCA certificates will still be 
accepted in Indiana and can be completed online like 
in the past. More details and local dates to come soon! 

https://www.admissions.purdue.edu/purduefaststart/?utm_source=newsroom&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=faststart
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