
Tops & Bottoms - This story teaches about the three parts of the plants
we eat.  Tops, middle and bottoms.  
Woods Walk
Apple Crunch.  Students learn about apples and participate in the Great
Lakes Apple Crunch.
UAV's.  Students learn about the use of drones in agriculture.
Farm Equipment - Students get up close with the farm equipment and
learn about safety while on the roadways.
Chickens.  Students learn about healthy play while also learning about
chickens.
Interacting with nature.  Students learn to look for sign of wild animals
and how to react to situations in nature.

October 2022
Fall and harvest are upon us!!  It's time to reap the what we have sown and
to plan for next year.  For us in extension this is the beginning of the new
program year.  There are many familiar opportunities as well as a chance to
try something new.  Please take a look at the ANR Calendar on page 2.  Be
sure to put the programs that you would like to attend on your calendar. 

We are excited that all five county school corporations will be bringing their
first grade students to the Davis Purdue Ag Center.  During their field trip
students will participate in the following activities:  

Other than horticulture questions the next largest amount of calls are
about OISC applicator licenses. To check your license information go to
OISC.Purdue.edu. Click on my records in the gold line. Click on Applicator
Login at the bottom of the gray list. Enter your information to pull up your
license information.  The good news is that you are behind there are several
opportunities to obtain more credits before the end of the year.  One option
is online!!!

Online Indiana Pesticide Applicator Continuing Education credits.  The
Certified Training Institute has approval from OISC to provide online credit
training.  This provides extra convenience.  However there is a charge.  The
good news is that there is a 10% discount from now to October 31st.  The
Coupon Code is EARLYBIRD.  If you are interested go to
https://www.certifiedtraininginstitute.com/pesticide/indiana/
to find out more.  

If you have any programming needs or ideas please let me know.  Have a
great and safe fall harvest!!
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ANR Calendar

8  Fall 4-H Awards
12  Conversations with Aging Parents Webinar  https://tinyurl.com/ConvoAging

8  Election Day - Office Closed
10  All Category PARP at Lake Placid more information to come
11  Veterans Day Office Closed
17  UAV - Drone Class Madison County watch for registration information
18  UAV - Drone Class Madison County watch for registration information

13-15  Indiana Farm Equipment &Technology Expo
15 Randolph County PARP

17-19  Ft. Wayne Farm Show
23 Annie's Project - More information to come. 
25  Randolph County Farmer Lunch Hour  11:00 am  Ag Outlook
30  Annie's Project- More information to come. 

6  Annie's Project- More information to come. 
13  Annie's Project- More information to come. 
15-18  National Farm Machinery Show in Louisville
20  Annie's Project - More information to come.
22-23  Midwest Women in Agriculture Conference - Terre Haute
23  Young Ladies in Ag Forum in conjunction with the Midwest WIA
27  Annie's Project - More information to come.  

2-3 Small Farms Conference Danville, In
8  Lawn Care Basics 1:00-2:30 pm. Same program at 6:30-8:00 pm
15 Lawn Pests 1:00-2:30 pm.  same program at 6:30 - 8:00
16  Farmers' Achievement Banquet
22  Lawn Weed ID 1:00-2:30 same program at   6:30 - 8:00
29  Turf Establishment   1:00-2:30 same program at 6:30- 8:00

5-6 Ag Days
12  Session 1 Grass to Garden
19  Session 2 Grass to Garden
26  Session 3 Grass to Garden

3  Session 4 Grass to Garden

16-17 Forage 102 Here at the Fairgrounds.  More information in newsletter.

15-21  Randolph County Fair

DPAC Field Day
TBA Pollinators - Monarch Butterflies

October

November

December

January

February

March

April 

May

June 

July

August
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Trivia #1

Harry Houdini
 

Trivia # 3     5

https://tinyurl.com/ConvoAging


1st go to:  oisc.purdue.edu
2nd  Click on:  My Records - gold bar across the top
3rd  Click on: Applicator Login - down the left side at bottom.
4th  You will be prompted to enter your first & last name and the last four digits of your social security number.  
You will be taken to a page with all of your information concerning your license.
A reminder that every five years you need to earn three points.  Once you have your three credits and prior to your
license expiring you must reapply by sending in the appropriate form and $20 to activate your license.

All of the following information may be found at www.oisc.purdue.edu
How many PARP points do I have?
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Now is the time to begin to get your plants ready of fall, winter and spring.
Bring plants in when nighttime temperatures are between 50-55 degrees Fahrenheit.  
Plants need to be transitioned gradually to inside temperatures and light levels.
Prune dead/damaged leaves, twigs/stems, dead flowers etc.  
Check pots for insects, spiders, slugs and other things that may have made their home on the
plant or in the pot.  Pay attention to pot rims and drip pans where insects may hide.  Spray or
wipe leaves.
Plants that like bright light or full sun may experience leaf drop when brought inside.   Place
these plants in a south window or consider purchasing some plant lights.
Water requirements of plants in the winter is greatly reduced.  Many issues with plants in the
winter are related back to improper watering.  If your house has forced air heat plants may dry
out more quickly than houses with other forms of heat.
Some plants require a higher humidity than most houses.  To increase humidity around plants
place pots on a tray lined with pebbles and fill with water.  Place pots on top of pebbles.   
Winter fertilization is not necessary.  Fertilize in the spring to encourage new growth and
blooming.
If you do not have room for all of your favorite plants, consider taking plant cuttings inside for
over wintering.  Plants that will grow from cuttings include:  forsythia, geraniums, begonias,
impatiens, hydrangea, mums, hibiscus, pothos, spider plant, snake plant, jade plant,
philodendrons, English ivy, nerve plant, Swiss cheese plant, and many more.  Steps for taking
cuttings.  

1.  Choose a healthy shoot and take a cutting 2-3 inches below the leaf node.  
2.  If you have rooting hormone dip cut end and place in coarse damp sand, vermiculite or
water until roots grow then, plant in a pot.  
3.  Place in container in bright or indirect light.  
4.  Covering the container with a clear hood/bag will help to reduce moisture loss.  
5.  Be patient roots may take up to a month to develop.  
6.  Once roots are developed transplant to a pot with soil.

During the winter months leaves may need to be cleaned to remove dust.  
Keep plants away from drafty windows.
Do not let plant leaves touch the glass windows.  I have had leaves freeze and die.   
 Geraniums can be brought inside and kept in a south window and are said to keep blooming.    I
have read that if you lack a sunny place for geraniums let them go dormant, cut back by about
half, put a bag over the top and water only if they begin to shrivel. I have also seen where some
people remove them from their pot, hang the bare-root plants upside-down in a dark, cool place,
and spray with water occasionally to keep them from shriveling up.  When spring rolls back
around soak the bare roots in water for several hours to rehydrate them and then repot.  

 Bringing Outside Plants Inside



  

 

Check all SMV (Slow Moving Vehicle) signs on all equipment.  
SMV signs are required by law on all farm machinery & equipment and animal-drawn vehicles
traveling roadways at speeds of 25 mph or less.  
SMV signs must be visible for at least 500 feet to the rear.  
SMV signs should be centered and 2-6 feet above the ground, pointed up and in a place perpendicular
to  the direction of travel.

Fall Safety Reminders!
Don't Learn About Safety by Accident!

 

The following information comes from the 2021 Indiana Farm Fatality Summary.  The 10 counties
with the highest number of documented cases are as follows over the last 40 years : 
Elkhart-36, LaGrange-32, St. Joseph-24, Dubois-24, Greene-23, Franklin-21, Daviess-19, Dearborn-19,
Harrison-19, Randolph-19.    This is not a statistic that we should take lightly.  Randolph County
needs to do better!!  We can do better.  I would love nothing more that to see ZERO reported
fatalities across the state.  Safety starts with US!!  Do not take chances or short cuts.  DO NOT be
afraid to speak up and tell people that you are not willing to engage in dangerous activities.  

In 2021 there were the following REPORTED fatalities.
 

Table 1. Description of Documented 2021 Farm-Related Fatalities
Date           County        Age        Sex       Description                                                                                                                       

1/7               Harrison       76            M            Tractor-related 
1/11             Elkhart          52            M            Hay bales rolled off trailer crushing farmer 
1/11             Jasper           N/A          M            Dairy farm worker entangled in manure pump 
1/14            Crawford       67            M            Pinned beneath a wheel of tractor 
1/27            Decatur         34            M            PTO entanglement 
2/19         Randolph   51          M         Overcome by fumes inside a tank 
2/26            Morgan          74            M            Tree limb fell on victim
4/13            Allen               64            M            Tree limb fell on victim 
4/16            Henry             76             F             Grain entrapment 
4/19            LaGrange         1            M            Struck by pickup towing a trailer of calves 
5/23         Randolph   60          M         Lawnmower overturned 
5/29         Randolph   53          M         Runover by mule-drawn wagon 
7/17            Harrison        80            M           On-farm incident 
8/2              Dearborn      N/A          N/A       Tractor incident 
8/27           Cass                 27            M           Overcome by fumes in tank containing chicken byproducts 
9/11           Marion            32            M           Grain entrapment 
10/9           Spencer          40            M            Tractor overturn 
11/9           Clinton            51            M            Semi-tractor with grain trailer and motor vehicle collision 
11/9           Clinton            73            M            Semi-tractor with grain trailer and motor vehicle collision 
11/11         Howard           61            M           Farm tractor incident
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Trivia #2
France

Tr iv ia  #4
Pumpkins & Apples



 
January:  Connect with your elected officials.  Introduce your self to your legislators at all
levels.  
February: Recruit others be be advocates.
March:  Share your story through social media.  Comment on news articles critical to
agriculture.
April:  Attend/host a local event for legislatures.  Be sure to engage the policy makers in
person.
May:  Thank existing advocate groups.  Tell them about your success story.
June: Write a letter to the editor, create a blog or social media post.  Share your story.
July: Attend local events and let others know your story.  This is where they suggested that if
you are a Farm Bureau member to recruit other members.
August:  In campaign years meet the candidates during town hall meetings or other events. 
 Get to know who you are voting for.
September: As one of the most productive months for Congress, call your elected officials and
share your needs.
October:  Learn about policy development.
November: Comment on news articles critical to agriculture.  Share posts within your network.
December: Thank your legislators.  

Know the issues or challenges that agriculture faces locally, in our state and nationally.
Determine who you are trying to influence.
Know what you want to accomplish.
Set a goal for your accomplishments.  Or just use the monthly suggestions above.
Learn the facts and stats.
Create a quick 30-second pitch that includes key point for when the situation arises for you to
share your story.  A great time to do this for me is during planting/harvest when I'm in the
truck, tractor or combine.  Saying out loud while you work is great practice.  

While researching how to be a successful advocate I came across some suggestions from the
American Farm Bureau.   The American Farm Bureau suggested to do one advocacy item a month.  
 I loved the idea so I am sharing their ideas with you.  

Advocating can seem like a daunting task.  When a task is overwhelming I like to break it down into
smaller pieces.  That is what the above suggests.  Feel free to mix it up to work for your schedule. 
 It doesn't take much time to snapchat or create a social media post.  It doesn't take much time
and can give many people a window into your world.     

Some other suggestions to be an effective advocate.
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ADVOCATING FOR AGRICULTUREADVOCATING FOR AGRICULTURE



Mulch plants that have crowns at or near the surface.  Strawberry, berries and fruiting
shrubs, herbaceous perennials.
Apply mulch when temperatures are consistently below freezing.  Applying too early can
smother the plant and encourage disease development.  
Mulching helps to retain soil moisture.
Soils should be well watered going into fall.  

This especially true for broadleaf evergreens.  They are highly susceptible to drying out
over the winter because they are continuously loosing water.
Making sure plants have adequate soil moisture before the ground freezes will help to
protect against winter kill.
This is especially true this fall with reduced amounts or rainfall in many areas.

Young, thin barked trees are susceptible to bark splits during temperature extremes.  The
bark may split on the sunny side of the tree because the rapid temperature drop at
sundown.  The outer bark cools down and contrasts faster than the inner bark.  This is
especially true on a very sunny day.  

Last winter I conducted an experiment on my young trees.  I purchased protective tree
wrap to place around my young trees.  Several of the trees had been damaged the
previous winter.  I applied pine tar to the injured bark and wrapped.  This past spring I
removed the wrapping after the last freeze.  The trees responded very well.  The trees
began the healing process and were more vigorous during leafing out.   I plan on doing
the same routine this fall.  

Shading susceptible plans from freezing, wind damage and the weight of snow and ice can
be accomplished by protecting plants with burlap.  Depending on the plant the burlap can
be wrapped around the plant or tied to stakes around and above the plant.  
Plants with multiple stems can be tied together and wrapped with burlap.  Be sure to
remove a heavy snow asap. 
If plants were diseased remove all dead foliage and debris and throw in the trash.  Do not
compost or you will reintroduce the disease next spring.
Conduct pruning and removal of dead plant material.  
Take soil samples to determine fertilizer applications if needed.

Preparing the Garden & Outside Plants for Winter
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Trivia 3
Chlorophyll
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Trivia #5
Ill inois

Trivia #6
More people go from " single" to "in a

relationship" or "engaged" in fall than any
other season.



Trivia Questions
Answers inside

 1.  Which famous magician died on
Halloween?
2.  Who gifted the Statue of Liberty
gifted to the United States?  
3.  Which pigment decreases in
plants during autumn?
4.  Which crops are the most
harvested crops.  
5.  Which state produces five times
more pumpkins than any other
state?
6.  Why is fall called the season of
love? PAGE 08
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