
 
Project Title: Rabbit 
 
The 4-H Rabbit project provides youth a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops life skills, as well 
as teaches valuable information about properly caring for their animal. Subjects such as such as general care, 
nutrition housing, and health care are presented in the curricular materials, through workshops and activities 
such as Rabbit Ambassadors and in preparation of an exhibit. Youth also have the opportunity to develop 
responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communication skills through active participation in the 4-H 
Rabbit Project. 
Superintendent: Tanner Edge 

Superintendent Assistants: Melinda Long, Christine Shaw 

Committee Members: Tim Merryman, Leticia Dagley, Porshe Shaw, Samantha Merryman 
 

State Fair Entries: Check with the Indiana State Fair for sign up. (web: www.indianastatefair.com ) 

 
General Rules, Terms and Conditions for Livestock Projects 

In the interest of all breeders of livestock, all exhibitors, the Parke County 4-H Council, the 4-H Fair Board, 
Inc. the 4-H program, and the agriculture industry, the following general rules, regulations and listing of 
prohibited activities are presented to maintain, insure and present a wholesome, high quality educational 
program.  As the showcase of Parke County, it is imperative to promote and allow only ethical behavior by 
exhibitors at the Parke County 4-H Fair. 

 
The Parke County 4-H Council and/or 4-H Youth Extension Educator or designee reserves the final and 
absolute right to interpret any and all terms, conditions, rules and regulations contained in any and all parts 
of the premium book and to arbitrarily settle and determine all matters, questions or differences in regard 
there to, or otherwise arising out of, connected with, or incidental to the Parke County 4-H Fair. They further 
reserve the right to determine unforeseen matters not covered by general or department rules published in 
the handbook, to amend or add to these rules as in its judgment it may determine should any emergency 
exist and circumstances demand. 

 
Fraud, deception, any prohibited activities, violations of general or departmental rules, or any activity 
determined to be improper or unethical by the 4-H Council, a Fair Board or a 4-H Youth Extension 
Educator shall not be allowed. Any exhibitor found in violation is subject to sanction and\or 
disqualification. 

 
1. TAMPERING, ALTERING, AND/OR MISREPRESENTATION relative to any exhibit is prohibited. 
This prohibited activity includes but is not limited to breeding, age, ownership, and/or method of 
preparation or completion. (For example, with animal exhibits this includes, but is not limited to, 
coloring that alters or misrepresents breed characteristics, pumping, drenching, attaching hair/hair 
substitutes, or filling). 
2. PROHIBITED FITTING OF ANIMAL EXHIBITS is defined as the administration of any substance (to 
include, but not limited to, drugs, blood, oils, air, steroids, chemical substances) or performance of any 
surgical procedure altering the animal's configuration or natural conformation of any part of the animal's 
body, or rendering its tissues unfit for human consumption is prohibited. Exceptions that are allowed to 1 
and 2 above include hoof trimming, dehorning, removal of hair, manipulation of normally attached hair, 
castration, branding, tattooing, ear notching, docking of tails on sheep and swine and coloring that does not 
alter or misrepresent breed characteristics. Exception: Paint is not allowed in the sheep project. 
3. NO EXHIBITOR MAY TAKE EXCEPTION TO THE DECISIONS of an official and/or judge in an 
unprofessional and/or public manner nor shall any exhibitor or person representing the exhibitor interfere 
with or show disrespect to any judge or show official. 

http://www.indianastatefair.com/


4. PLACINGS OF EXHIBITS WILL NOT BE ADJUSTED after the placing becomes official. 
5. COMPETITION PLACINGS DO NOT BECOME OFFICIAL UNTIL the completion of the following, but 
not limited to, all post judging re-weighing, animal identification and evaluation. 

ADDITIVES, SUPPLEMENTS, AND PASTES may be administered according to label use or 
veterinarian directive.  Questions can be directed to Parke County 4-H Council, 4-H Youth 
Extension Educator, or Livestock Superintendent. 

6. 4-H Exhibitors are expected to follow the federally approved label when using drugs and feed additives. 
4-H Market animals shall not contain any foreign substance both on day of show and at harvest. This 
includes drugs, steroids, or chemicals greater than standards established by the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) or the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as permissible for sale for consumption 
as human food. Administration of these compounds must follow these guidelines: 

a). Feed additives may be used according to the label. Administration in excess of the label is prohibited. It 
is the exhibitor’s responsibility to adhere to prescribed withdrawal times prior to harvest. If the 
withdrawal time is not met by the time the animal would normally be harvested by the packer, the 
exhibitor is to make other arrangements for harvest.  
b). Exhibitors are expected to use federally approved drugs to treat sick animals. It is the exhibitor’s 
responsibility to adhere to prescribed withdrawal times prior to harvest. If the withdrawal time is not met 
by the time the animal would normally be harvested by the packer, the exhibitor is expected to make other 
arrangements for harvest. Drugs may not be administered to 4-H animal exhibits at the Parke County Fair, 
except those administered or given by a certified veterinarian. 
c). Administration of drugs to enhance gait or reduce lameness disqualifies the exhibit from participation in 
the Parke County Fair. Animals too lame to show will be withdrawn. 

 

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) Requirement: 
To exhibit beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, meat goats, dairy goats, poultry and rabbits, 4-H 
members must be certified through either the Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care program or the Youth 
for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) program. Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care is taught in person 
in Parke County.  YQCA can be completed online at yqcaprogram.org. For more information about in-
person trainings in your county, please contact your County Extension Office. 
 

Project Requirements and Guidelines 
1. Project books (1/3 per year) or record sheets may be completed for the project in place 

of exhibiting at the Parke County 4-H Fair for completion. 
2. Each club member may show 10 rabbits plus one from each of the following: Meat Pen, Single Fryer, 

Stewer, Roaster and Hopping/Agility. All rabbits must be of a breed and variety recognized by the 
American Rabbit Breeders Association Standard of Perfection or must have a current certificate of 
development. All entries must be made by May 15th in 4-H Online and be listed with breed, class 
and tattoo to match. 

3. Before judging starts, all rabbits must be permanently marked for identification in the left ear with a 
letter, number, or both. NO EXCEPTIONS. No markers to be used for tattooing. 

4. All exhibitors must be present on the day of judging to assist with bringing their stock to and from the 
judging table. 

5. All classes will be judged according to age, sex, weights as established by the State Fair Rules. 
6. Rabbits must be checked in and checked out by officials. During check-in animals will be checked 

for communicable diseases by adult leaders. Animals may be denied check-in if any communicable 
diseases are present. 

7. There will be no does with litter or pregnant does beyond 14 days gestation allowed at the Fair. 
8. Any rabbits showing signs of disease will be barred from the Fair. 
9. All rabbit cages must be cleaned and inspected by a 4-H Rabbit Committee member  before rabbit will 

be released. 
10. Each contestant must dress accordingly at county level as they would for State Fair  competition. This 

includes accessories as suggested by ARBA. 
11. All issues not addressed in these requirements and guidelines will be discussed by the Adult Rabbit 

Committee and any decisions will be approved by the Purdue Extension 4-H Youth Development 



Educator, Parke County 4-H Council, and/or the Parke County Fair Board. 
 
4-H RABBIT SHOW CLASSES 

All breed, meat, and fur classes will be judged with the American Rabbit Breeders 
Association “Standard of Perfection” as the authority on standard by licensed judges whose 
decisions are final. Reference this book to learn what is required for your specific class. The breeds are 
divided into two general classes, which are broken down further by age and sex. 

 

BREED CLASSES 
4 Class Breeds have an ideal weight under 9 pounds and are shown as: 

Senior Bucks -rabbits at least 6 months of age or over the maximum junior class weight on the day of show.  
Senior Does - rabbits at least 6 months of age or over the maximum junior class weight on the day of show.  
Junior Bucks - rabbits under 6 months of age and under the maximum junior weight on the day of show.  
Junior Does - rabbits under 6 months of age and under the maximum junior weight on the day of show. 
 
6 Class Breeds have an ideal weight over 9 pounds and are shown as: 

Senior Bucks -rabbits at least 6 months of age or over the maximum intermediate weight on the day of show. 
Senior Does - rabbits at least 6 months of age or over the maximum intermediate weight on the day of show. 
Intermediate Bucks - rabbits between 6 and 8 months of age or over the maximum junior weight on the day 
of show. 
Intermediate Does - rabbits between 6 and 8 months of age or over the maximum junior weight on the day of 
show. 
Junior Bucks - rabbits under 6 months of age and under the maximum junior weight on the day of show. 
Junior Does - rabbits under 6 months of age and under the maximum junior weight on the day of show. 
 
MEAT CLASSES 

Meat Pen- consists of 3 rabbits of the same breed and variety. Rabbits are to be under 70 days or 10 weeks of age 
and weighing between 3.5 and 5.5 pounds the day of the show. Weight is  measured by judge and documented 
on remark card by scriber. Members may show one meat pen only. 

Single Fryer- A rabbit is to be under 70 days or 10 weeks of age the day of the show. Members may show one single 
fryer only. The fryer may come out of the meat pen but entry is to be made on the day of check- in and must weigh 
between 3.5 and 5.5 pounds on the day of the show (weight recorded by judge). 
Stewer - One rabbit weighing 8 pounds or more on the day of the show and being 6 months of age or more. 
Members may show only one Stewer. 
Roaster – One rabbit weighing between 5 and 8 pounds on the day of the show and less than 6 months of age. 
Members may show only one Roaster. 
 

FUR CLASSES 
Members will be allowed to enter one rabbit in each of the ARBA FUR categories offered below. The rabbit is to 
have been shown in one of the regular breed or meat classes. The following fur classes will be offered: 
A. ROLLBACK FUR-any breed that the SOP describes the fur returning to normal position slowly when 

stroked from tail to head. 
B. FLYBACK FUR- any breed that the SOP describes the fur as returning quickly or snapping back. 
C. REX FUR - any rabbit from the Rex or Mini Rex breeds that possess rex fur by definition. 
D. SATIN FUR - any rabbit from the Satin or Mini Satin breeds and possess a satin sheen. 

E. WOOL FUR-rabbit from any of the angora breeds, Jersey Wooly, Fuzzy lop, and Lion Head. 
F. UPRIGHT FUR-returns to a standing position and currently is only in the Silver Fox breed. 

Please reference the American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA) Book “Standard of Perfection” for the 
standard of the breed you are showing and rules for the show. 
 



RARE BREED CLASS 

Each exhibitor can enter one rabbit of a breed designated by American Rabbit Breeders 
Association as a Rare Breed.  This class will be done as a Grand Champion Drive format and is 
used to encourage members to help in efforts to preserve breeds of the National Livestock 
Conservancy List who are in danger of becoming extinct.  The rabbit chosen must be entered in 
one of the required classes on the May 15th Ownership Entry Form but entry into this category 
is not declared until check-in. 

HOMEGROWN CLASS (Formerly County Born and Bred) 

Each exhibitor can enter one rabbit that they had born in their rabbitry.  In order to qualify the 
exhibitor must be or have been in physical possession of the mother rabbit at time of birth.  The 
rabbit must be raised by the 4-H member since birth. No leased animals qualify for the 
homegrown class, including the mother.  The fathering buck does not have to be in possession 
of the 4-H member but a copy of the complete pedigree of the mother and father must be 
presented in the Homegrown Record for the rabbit to qualify.  This class will be done as a 
Grand Champion Drive format.  Homegrown status must be indicated on the May 15th 
Ownership Entry Form. 

 

HOPPING AND AGILITY 

Exhibitors will train and practice with one rabbit to complete the obstacle course.  Practice 
workshops will be provided at specified club meetings.  Use of lease and harness is not required 
but can be used at owner’s discretion. 

Age Groups:  Junior (Grades 3-5), Intermediate (Grades 6-8), Senior (Grades 9-12) 
RABBIT POSTER EXHIBIT 

See “Animal Education” project requirements 
  Rabbit posters should be checked in with your animal during set check-in day and time.  
NOTE: The purpose shall be to visually demonstrate 4-H Rabbit Project knowledge and to demonstrate to 
others 4-H Rabbit Project possibilities.  These must be accompanied by a livestock record sheet to complete the 
rabbit project. 

RABBIT AMBASSADOR CONTEST 
All participants must complete an entry form with 4-H member and parent signatures. 
Class Description: 
Novice - 4-H member in the 3rd or 4th grade on January 1st of the current year Junior - 4-H member in the 5th 
or 6th grade on January 1st of the current year Intermediate - 4-H member in the 7th or 8th grade on January 
1st of the current year Senior - 4-H member in the 9th or 10th grade on January 1st of the current year Master - 
4-H member in the 11th grade or above on January 1st of the current year Supreme - 4-H member who has won 
Master at the State Fair but is still 4-H eligible 
Requirements: 

1. 4-Hers must have shown in and been nominated from their respective county. 4- Hers with special needs must 
indicate the need for accommodation on their Rabbit Ambassador entry form. 
2. Each county may nominate only five (5) contestants. (one (1) novice (grade 3 or 4), one 

(1) junior (grade 5 or 6), one (1) intermediate (grade 7 or 8), one (1) senior (grade 9 or 10), and one (1) master (grade 
11 or above)). State category winners are not eligible in the same category again. State winners are eligible to 
compete in the next higher category the following year. Winners of the Master division may come back in the 
Supreme division. 

3. In the event that the nominated contestant is unable to participate, one (1) alternate in each division may be 
substituted provided written or verbal confirmation comes from the County Extension Office to the 4-H Rabbit 
Show Manager. 

4. No resource or reference material may be used during the contest by the participants. Contestants must provide 
a #2 pencil for writing purposes. 
5. Questions for the contest will be taken from the following publications: For All Levels: 

a) Domestic Rabbits Guide 



b) Standard of Perfection (published by ARBA) 
6. Tie scores will be broken as follows: 

a) highest test score, then, if necessary, 
b) highest breed identification score, then, if necessary, 
c) oral test given by a committee of three (3) people appointed by rabbit ambassador chairperson. 

7. Decision of the judges/Contest Committee shall be final. 
8. In the event there is a conflict of information, the Standard of Perfection is considered the authority. 

9. Each contestant must dress accordingly at county level as they would for State Fair competition. This includes 
accessories as suggested by ARBA. 

 
4-H Rabbit Ambassador Contest Procedures: 
1. Test - 100 points 

a) questions may be true-false, multiple choice or a combination there of 
2. Breed Identification - 60 points 

a) identify and classify ten (10) rabbits according to show room classification and class. 
b) Show room classification refers to the term used to enter the rabbit in a show thereby indicating how it is 

shown. Specifically, the Netherland Dwarf rabbit is shown by variety and should be identified by variety 
only. The Jersey Wooly breed is shown by groups and should be identified by group only. 

3. Showmanship - 100 points. 
a) Each contestant must bring their rabbit to the judge in a solid bottom carrier. Rabbit must be tattooed. 

Contestants should refer to the 4-H Rabbit Ambassador Contest Showmanship Score Sheet as a resource. This 
form will be available in Extension Offices or on the 4-H website. (www.four-h.purdue.edu) 4-H publications may 
be obtained from your County Extension Office or State 4-H Office, Purdue University, 615 W. State St., West 
Lafayette, IN 47907-2053. ARBA publications may be obtained from ARBA, 8 Westport Court, Bloomington, IL 
61702 
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