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NOURISH AND LEAD GRANT OPPORTUNITY
 FOR 4-H CLUBS

Orange County 4-H received a grant from the Smithville Charitable
Foundation to support our Nourish & Lead: A Countywide 4-H

Service, Nutrition & Leadership Initiative. This project provides clubs
the opportunity to incorporate nutrition education, leadership, and

community service into their meetings through activities such as
preparing healthy snacks or meals, learning about food safety,

reading food labels, exploring MyPlate, or discussing budgeting and
grocery cost comparisons.

Clubs are also encouraged to support the community by stocking
local Blessing Boxes with healthy nonperishable foods, hygiene

items, or seasonal items. If a club chooses not to host a food activity
at every meeting, those resources can also be directed toward

helping keep Blessing Boxes stocked for community members in
need or other education activities. The Extension Office also has
cooking and meal preparation equipment available for clubs to

borrow, including electric skillets, griddles, kid-safe knives, cutting
boards, and other supplies.

If your club would like to participate, please contact Julie or the
Extension Office and share your upcoming meeting dates. Advance

communication helps our office assist with planning activities,
coordinating supplies, and ensuring we meet required grant

reporting deadlines. We are excited to see how our 4-H youth can
lead through service while learning important healthy

 living and life skills!



BLESSING BOXES
Orange County 4-H has received a grant from the Smithville

Charitable Foundation to support the Nourish & Lead: A
Countywide 4-H Service, Nutrition & Leadership Initiative. As

part of this initiative, funding has been allocated for the
construction of new Blessing Boxes as well as maintenance and

repairs for existing boxes throughout the county.

Blessing Box Construction, Maintenance, or
Requests

We are currently seeking community partners who would like to
be involved in this effort.

Please reach out if:
You know of a Blessing Box in need of maintenance or repairs

Your organization, church, park, school, or business would like
to host a new Blessing Box

Your club, youth group, or organization is interested in helping
construct a Blessing Box

Community involvement is essential to expanding access to food
and supporting neighbors in need across Orange County.

For questions, requests, or to get involved, please contact:

Veronica Portillo
vportill@purdue.edu

812-723-7107





Dates: 
Saturday, April 25  10-11 Block Building th

Tuesday, May 5  6-7pm Block Building th

Saturday, May 16  10-11am Block Building  th

Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care 

4-H'ers exhibiting beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, meat goats, dairy goats, poultry and
rabbits must complete Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care or Youth for the Quality Care for

Animals (YQCA). Purdue Extension educators provide multiple opportunities for youth in their
county to complete the Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care in-person program but will not

offer it close to the county fair. 4-H exhibitors may complete online YQCA up to project check
in for their livestock projects. Any 4-H exhibitor failing to complete I4-HQLC or YQCA before
arriving at the fair to check-in their animal(s) will not be permitted to advance through the

fair’s check-in process until YQCA has been completed online.
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APRIL 1, 2026

Wed, Thurs - June 3 and 4 
9am to 3pm

Orange County Fairgrounds
Block Building 

  Lunch & Snacks will be provided.
If you have a picky eater, please

consider packing a lunch. 

2026 4-H
 Mini Day Camp



May 1 : st

Animal ID/Tag Day 
4-H Online (suggested) Enrollment Deadline 

May 15 : th

Animal ID’s are INTO 4-H Online by 11:59pm (you must be enrolled into 4-H
Online BEFORE you can add animals to your profile) 
Animal DNA due to the Extension Office by 4:00pm (for state fair animals
only) 
Animal Vaccination Records are due to the Extension Office by 4:00pm for
Dog, Cat, and Horse & Pony 
Animal Lease Agreements are due to the Extension Office by 4:00pm for
Horse & Pony, Dairy Cattle, Alpacas, and Llamas 
Stall Fees & Stall Forms are due to the Extension Office by 4:00pm for ALL
livestock animals 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Upcoming Deadlines

Fair Entry Dates: 
Opens on Monday, May 18  th

Closes on Friday, June 5  th

Questions?? 
We are here to

help! 
Call our office at

812-723-7107 



4-H Exhibitor Handbook &
4-H Manual Pick-Up 

Looking for a Summer Internship? 

Call our office at 812-723-7107 to learn more
information and to apply

Internship Responsibilities include: 
Develop and conduct educational youth
programs for day camps and county fair.
Assist with 4-H programs, fair preparation
and maintaining a smooth flow of operations
during fair. 
Develop social media content and printed
materials used for marketing and conducting
programs.

Thursday April 16th
4pm-7pm

Extension Office will offer
extended hours for Project

Manual & Handbook Pickup!

Thursday April 16th
4pm-7pm

Extension Office will offer
extended hours for Project

Manual & Handbook Pickup!



2026 Orange County 4-H T-Shirts
Orange County 4-H Council will provide a 4-H T-Shirt to
wear during the county fair for ALL 4-H Youth Members
and Adult Volunteers who are ENROLLED in 4-H Online. 

In order to receive a T-Shirt, you must complete this
survey by Monday, May 4  .   th

Steps to complete survey: 
1.You must be enrolled in 4-H Online to complete 
2.Go to “Events” tab on the left hand side of your

screen and search for “Orange County 4-H T-Shirts” 
3.Register for the event and complete the survey.  No

payment necessary.  

https://OrangeCountyTShirts2026.4honline.com

Questions?  We are here to help! Call us at 812-723-7107









 

SENIOR 4-H Club Members:

Graduation will be here before you know

it, which means hundreds of outstanding

4-H’ers across the state are nearing the

culmination of their 4-H experience! We

want to hear what 4-H has meant to you.

Please complete this survey at

puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_

Survey before April 1   and you’ll receive

a commemorative 4-H graduate tassel or

cord!

st

Senior Survey
for a 4-H
Tassel!  

http://puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWHNGWW1IT1UxZUJVOE1tTXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4fnqrnfd6pH5xg_RTJLJfZQhmD7S8W9XYh_oDgDxeEyZ4PvWfWm2QtFtgQ3A_aem__k8nC5_lHqrZHpwVmdEXmA
http://puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWHNGWW1IT1UxZUJVOE1tTXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4fnqrnfd6pH5xg_RTJLJfZQhmD7S8W9XYh_oDgDxeEyZ4PvWfWm2QtFtgQ3A_aem__k8nC5_lHqrZHpwVmdEXmA


Have you completed the steps to ENROLL in the 2025 - 2026 4-H year?
           

Enroll/Re-enroll in 4-H Online   
     ** Please be certain to check the status of your 4-H enrollment 

and call the office with any concerns.                    
             

ENSURE YOUR
PARTICIPATION BY
COMPLETING THE 
RE-ENROLLMENT
 PROCESS TODAY!

ARE YOU A 4-H VOLUNTEER?

JOIN US IN 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

V2.4HONLINE.COM
REGISTER ONLINE

LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE
MEMBERS NEEDED FOR:  BEEF, DAIRY, HORSE,
POULTRY, RABBIT, SHEEP, GOAT, & SWINE

KEY AREAS OF NEED:KEY AREAS OF NEED:

CLUB LEADERS
PROJECT LEADERS

SHOOTING SPORTS COORDINATOR 
/INSTRUCTOR

EVENTS PLANNING COMMITTEE
EXHIBIT HALL COMMITTEE



2025 - 2026 YEAR AT A GLANCE 



We’re looking for 4-5 dedicated volunteers to help relaunch our
4-H Shooting Sports program!

 Help our youth learn:
              safety, responsibility, and outdoor skills  all while having fun!!

No expert experience is required -
 just enthusiasm and a willingness to work with youth!

To learn more, please contact the
Purdue Extension – Orange County office at 812-723-7107

or email orangeces@purdue.edu. 

           Let’s build this opportunity for our youth together!

 Instructor Certification Training 

April 10-12, 2026 (Registration is OPEN!)



4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Anyone in Grades
6-12 can

participate.

If cost is a barrier
to participating,

please contact our
office at 812-723-

7107 or email
vportill@purdue.e

du for
scholarships. 

The Dinner will
take place fo the
April meeting for

Orange County 4-H
Junior Leaders!

Register and pay
by cash or check to

the office by
March 18th! 



4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Please let

Becky Padgett

know if you

can attend!

Prefilled egg

donations are

being accepted

for this event,

any donations

are highly

appreciated!



4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Registration

for Campers 

(Grade 3-8)

opens  April 1st!

SAVE THE DATE
 MAY 29-31ST 

If interested in being an

Adult Chaperone - 

Contact Julie Harris at 

812-723-7107 or

carrell@purdue.edu







Save the Date: Understanding PMADs – Supporting
Families Through Perinatal Mental Health

Join us for an upcoming educational program, “Understanding PMADs:
Supporting Families Through Perinatal Mental Health.” This session is
designed to help families, partners, and community supporters better

understand and navigate Perinatal Mood and Anxiety Disorders (PMADs)
together. The program will provide helpful information, resources, and

support for those involved in caring for mothers, babies, and young families.

Location: LIFE Family Resource Center of Orange County
 1693 W. Hospital Road Paoli, IN 47454

Session Options:
Wednesday, April 1 | 1:00–3:00 PM EST

Wednesday, April 15 | 4:00–6:00 PM EST
Flyer on next Page and Please RSVP!

Who Should Attend:
 This program is open to everyone. We encourage attendance from families,

partners, grandparents, childcare providers, healthcare professionals,
community partners, and anyone supporting mothers and infants. Families

are welcome to invite other family members who assist with childcare or
support during the perinatal period.

Refreshments and sliders will be provided, and door prizes will be offered.
More details and registration information will be shared soon. Please save

the date and help us spread the word!







INPUT NEEDED FOR HEALTH PROGRAMMING!

PURDUE EXTENSION HHS NEWS
HEALTH & HUMAN SCIENCES



ORANGE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

 STORAGE PICKUP
PICKUP OF ALL UNITS: BOATS, RV'S, CAMPERS, ANTIQUE CARS,

TRACTORS, AND WHEELED VEHICLES

 Saturday, March 28 ~ 9:00am to 12:00pm

  PLEASE CALL THE ORANGE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS!

 812-723-7107  
 

WINTER STORAGE    
            PICKUP
WINTER STORAGE   
            PICKUP



Orange County 4-H 
Programming Survey 



AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

PURDUE EXTENSION AG NEWS

HELP US HELP YOU!



 Spring 2026  
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