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SUMMER/FALL 2025

August  2025

20 -  Manure PARP (Category 14), Ligonier

20 -  Clean Sweep Pest icide Disposal, Whit ley 

21 -  ServSafe Food Handler Program, Adams County 

25 -  regist rat ion deadline for Master Gardener Basic Training

September  2025

6 -  Master Gardener Symposium, Ligonier

10 -  NEPAC Field Day, Columbia Cit y

13 -  State Master Gardener Conference, Danvil le

13 -  Barn Tour, LaGrange County

19 -  ServSafe Food Handler Program, Kendallvi l le  

November  2025

7-8 -  Homesteading Conference, Kendallvi l le

19 -  Commercial Pest icide Applicator Conference, For t  Wayne

December  2025

10 -  PARP, Albion &  Columbia Cit y 

Januar y 2026

13-15 -  For t  Wayne Farm Show

29 -  Commercial Pest icide Applicator Conference, Goshen

CALENDAR



Corn Disease Update 
Adapted from Darcy Telenko's article: 

extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/article/ tar-spot-and-southern-corn-rust-update-in-indiana-5/

Southern corn rust has been confirmed in two counties (Knox and 
Warrick) and awaiting samples from Porter, Shelby, Bartholomew, 
Decatur, Jennings that are highly probable. Tar spot continues to be 
documented across the state. If  you have not  looked for these diseases, 
now is the time, since much of the corn is at tassel or silk or beyond 
across the state. There are currently 25 counties with a positive 
confirmation of tar spot (Figure 1). Gray leaf spot is also confirmed in 
many of our research sites.

Here are Darcy's thoughts on what to consider to make a fungicide 
application decision.

- Field history/previous crop ? what diseases have been an issue 
in previous years?

- Amount of disease present in the f ield ? what diseases do you 
f ind? Where are they in the canopy? Is the disease active in your 
county or surrounding counties?

- Hybrid/ variety susceptibil ity to diseases
- Current weather conditions 
- The value of the crop and cost of fungicide application.

Fungicide applications can be effective to reduce disease and protect 
yield, but there are a number of factors that need to consider. See more 
details from Darcy's article at the link above.
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WHY DO INVASIVE SPECIES MATTER?
- Adapted from news article by John Woodmansee 

If  invasive species are not on your radar, consider why many believe there is merit to being 
aware of invasive species, the damage they can do, and understanding some 
management/prevention strategies.

Awareness and prevention efforts are important because invasive species impact just about 
everyone. When not monitored or controlled, invasive species can cause harm to our 
economy, environment, or human health. The term ?invasive? is used for aggressive 
non-native species that grow and reproduce rapidly, displace native species, and cause major 
disturbance to the areas in which they are present.

Invasive species can impact native plants, insects, birds, f ish, water bodies, and wildlife. 
Control efforts are expensive and time-consuming. Invasive species, if  left uncontrolled, can 
and will l imit land and water use now and into the future.

Indiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR) defines invasive species: ?Invasive species 
are plants, animals, and diseases that are not native to the area in question and have or are 
likely to cause environmental, human health, or f inancial harm in Indiana." 

The National Park Service website states it is often thought that the terms ?invasive? and 
?non-native? can be used interchangeably, but this is not always true. ?For a plant or animal to 
be invasive, it must do harm,? they said. ?Simply being non-native is not cause for concern.? 
They go on to state that non-native species are organisms that do not occur naturally in an 
area but are introduced as the result of deliberate or accidental human activit ies.

So, an invasive species can be a non-native insect, plant (terrestrial or aquatic), pathogen, 
disease, aquatic organism, or animal that causes harm to the environment, economy, or 
human, animal, or plant health. Note, however, that not all non-native organisms cause harm.

Some may even have unknowingly used non-native species in their own landscape or 
garden. According to the National Park Service, non-native species, such as petunias and 
tomatoes, present no threat to native plants and have been cultivated by humans for 
centuries. Additionally, a species may be native to one area of the country, but not native to 
others. Colorado blue spruce f its this description. It is native to Colorado and other western 
states, but is not native to Indiana.

Additional Resources:

- Report Invasive Species https:/ / ag.purdue.edu/ reportinvasive/
- Indiana DNR: 

www.in.gov/dnr/ rules-and-regulations/ invasive-species/
- Indiana Native Plant Society: https:/ / indiananativeplants.org/
- Midwest Invasive Plant Network: http:/ /www.mipn.org/

I nvasive Species: 
non-nat ive plant s, 

animals, or 
microbes t hat  

pose t hreat s t o 
human healt h, t he 
environment , or 

t he economy.

OISC sent reminder postcards to Private Applicators 
about required PARP points. If you have enough 
points, return your renewal upon receipt. If you need 
points, be sure to get them by the end of the year.

Questions may be addressed to:

Audrey Powell:765-494-6271, powellaw@purdue.edu
Nate Davis: 765-494-7108, davi1280@purdue.edu

2025 OISC Clean Sweep

The Clean Sweep Pesticide Disposal Program 
is designed to collect and dispose of 
suspended, canceled, banned, unusable, 
opened, unopened or just unwanted pesticides. 
This disposal service is free up to 250 pounds 
per participant. This is a great opportunity to 
legally dispose of unwanted products at little or 
no cost.  Everyone is eligible to participate.  

The Clean Sweep will occur on August 20, 2025 
from 9 am to 2 pm at the Whitley County Ag 
Plus (5501 S. SR 9) in Columbia City. 

For more info go to: Indiana Pesticide Clean Sweep Project - Pesticide Disposal
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FALL 2025 BASI C 
TRAI NI NG PROGRAM 

Ann Kline , ANR Educator 
Kline60@purdue.edu 

GET I NVOLVED! 
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK. 

EA/EOU

SHORT HEADING HERE

Pernati cum quis aut fuga. Ut ommo 
explaborrum et utas quis demolorae 
doluptas doluptam quunt voluptae nost, 
quam es magnam invelit eatempore 
volupti aped ut odit abor aruntus alit ut 
et quae dis vendisquam con pel minciate 
ea dolecto rumquam unt quiandionsed 
modit re non cus im ventemque pel 
iusam et aspicitiis simagnis es aut 
ullupta tistius sam veliquae de quis 
magni ipsant aut et, ullat ute aut et .

Abore et et, vento quo endis inihiciis dus 
num nobita se antiiste prem ea dolorit 
aspero essitatis ratur? Ro erferum quod 
quatectota nis et eicatque sincti aut 
quaepel es accae simet, cor arum laut 
fuga. Evelis aperiaspic tenimi, se prae pe 
nulpa volorro quaturem et officae et 
occus remquae exeria corione quatem 
imin con cus ex enet faceptatur? Cor 
mos et eum faccaborest, tes ea 
ducilluptati arit lanis eos eatur sunt.

LET?S STAY CONNECTED

PURDUE EXTENSION NOBLE COUNTY 
109 N. YORK ST. 
ALBION IN 46701

"Don't judge each day by 

the harvest you reap but by 

the seeds that you plant."

Robert Louis Stevenson

ANN KLI NE 
AG & NATURAL RESOURCES EDUCATOR 

KLI NE60@PURDUE.EDU 

SUPPORT STAFF: 
Michele McDonald , Master Gardener & Program assistant. : mcdon197@purdue.edu

Brandy Anderson, Ande1307@purdue.edu
Noelle Gaerte , Ngaerte@purdue.edu

PURDUE EXTENSION NOBLE COUNTY
109 N. York St. Albion IN 46701

260-636-2111
Extension.purdue.edu/noble 

Open Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 
Closed all government holidays 
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