
101 Guide
Martin County 4-H

Purdue University is an EEO institution. If you need reasonable accommodation to
participate, please contact one week prior to event by calling 812-295-2412. 
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The Indiana 4-H Youth Development
 mission is to provide real-life educational

opportunities that develop young people who
will have a positive impact in their

communities and the world.
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Indiana 4-H Youth Development s trives to be
the premier, community-based program

empowering young people to reach their full
potential.
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Over 100 years ago, 4-H began and has since grown into the largest
youth development program in the nation. It prepares young people to
be leaders in their community and around the world through hands-on

experiences  alongside their peers and caring adults. Backed by a
network of more than 6 million youth, 540,000 adult volunteers, 3,500

professionals, and more than 60 million alumni, 4-H delivers     
research-based programming around positive youth development.

Reaching every corner of our nation 4-H is delivered through America's
109 land-grant universities and the Cooperative Extension Service. In

Indiana, 4-H can be found in all 92 counties as delivered
through Purdue Extension. Community clubs, afterschool programs,
school enrichment, camps/workshops, and special programs are all

ways youth across Indiana can be involved with the 4-H program.

What is 4-H?

4-H HISTORY 

4-H welcomes
young people of all

beliefs and
backgrounds,

empowering them
to create positive

change 
in their

communities. 
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Interested individuals need to visit
v2.4honline.com to create a profile, select clubs
and sign up for projects. For help selecting a
club check out the next section! Returning
members will log into their v2.4honline.com
account, enroll for the upcoming year, and
make any necessary changes. 

The 4-H program is open to all youth in grades 
3-12 and has a $20 annual program fee. Mini 4-
H is available to any youth in grades K-2 with
no fee to enroll. 

HOW DO I JOIN?
4-H enrollment opens on October 1
every year. Enroll online at
v2.4honline.com. 
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4-H SLOGAN 
Learn by Doing

4-H MOTTO
To Make the Best

Better

4-H COLORS
Green 

& 
White

4-H EMBLEM
The National 4-H
Emblem is a four-

leaf clover with the
letter H in each leaf.

MARTIN COUNTY 4-H 
website     

https://extension.purdue.edu/martin



v2.4honline.com is the online registration system for all youth who enroll in the   
4-H program. v2.4honline enrollment opens October 1st annually.  This system  
collects your program fees and allows members and volunteers to sign up for     
4-H projects, clubs, and opportunities. Members will also utilize their 4honline
profile to submit scholarships and to register for events, programs, and trips.

FairEntry is a system to help organize the 4-H Fair, print exhibitor labels, and
make show bills among other tasks. FairEntry tells exactly what projects will be
exhibited at the fair. The FairEntry program opens in early June and closes
around the 20th of June. All members exhibiting will login to FairEntry and sign
up using descriptive details for the exhibits so that classes and judging can be
completed. All exhibitors sign-up their exhibits in their respective classes. 

4honline and FairEntry save information and profiles making it easier for
returning members! Members may add or drop projects every year.

If you need any help, are having technical difficulties with v2.4honline.com or
FairEntry.com please contact our office. We are here to help!

Scan the QR code to find step by step instructions for 4honline and FairEntry.

What's the difference between v2.4honline.com 
and FairEntry.com online systems?

4

I pledge

my:

Head
to clearer thinking

Heart

Hands

Health

to greater loyalty

to larger service

to better living

For my club, 
my community,

my country, 
and my world.

Online Registration



 should fit individual member’s interests and into the
member’s home and community life. By “project” we mean

work done with articles made, crops grown, animals, or
some other definite undertaking planned and carried out
by the 4-H’er. The Extension Office will provide a list of

projects available to members and leaders. Through
project work, 4-H members can learn improved ways of

doing things, which serve as examples for others and for
the community. Members can also learn about subjects

that interest them as possible career choices. 

such as demonstrations, public speaking, exhibiting, and
tours that center on 4-H projects. They supplement the
project and add greater depth to it. Various activities

related to project areas are planned and conducted on
county, state, and national levels. Singing at a nursing

home, playing softball, and making dog toys/treats for a
local humane society are all examples of these types of

activities. 

 are held for a variety of reasons. Most organized
community clubs meet monthly to discuss general

business, conduct recreation, and learn something new.
Some groups may meet more often. 

Want to be Up to Date? 

Come to Meetings!

are most often thought of as once-a-year happenings, such
as an annual recognition program for youth and adults, a

music/drama festival, a family 4-H picnic, the fair, state level
competitions or summer camp. During these types of events,

4-H members might present aspects of their 4-H projects
and activity work. Career Development Events such as 

Skill-A-Thon are open to new members.
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4-H is about creating experiences that help youth, and adults, learn in new ways
and gain new experiences. Below, you will find the general learning experiences

while involved in the 4-H program: 

The Learning Experiences

4-H Projects...

4-H Activites

4-H Meetings

4-H Events



Any 4-Her can be in one or as many clubs as they
wish! Clubs provide the opportunity for face-to-face
project review/questions, community service,
program updates, and much more. Club meeting
attendance is not required to be in 4-H, but we
encourage members to attend their club meetings. 

All 4-H Clubs will pass along important program
updates. However, some clubs are dedicated to
special interest areas and others are general
community clubs. 

Use the club locations and map on the next two
pages to help you choose clubs that meet your
needs. For more details about each club, call the
Purdue Extension Martin County office at 812-295-
2412 or text 812-653-2089.

PICK A CLUB THAT FITS
YOUR SCHEDULE

PICK A CLUB THAT FITS
YOUR INTERESTS

PICK A CLUB THAT IS
CLOSE TO HOME OR
SCHOOL
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What Clubs are Right For Me?
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Martin County 
4-H Club Information

 4-H Club Leaders

Dream Team
Jacqueline Esch (812-295-4595) jacqueline_esch@hotmail.com

Krista Sims (812-296-0457) ixray298@aol.com
Karla Eckerle (812-295-6832) keckerle@frontier.com

Horse & Pony
Becca Hollaway (812-787-2676) rhollaway@dmremc.com
Candace Clark (812-709-2633) candi112208@gmail.com

Jolly Jug Rox
Mimi Hawkins  hawkinsm@shoals.k12.in.us

Rhonda Sanders (812-247-2096) rhondaplace@aol.com
Audra Deckard (812-247-3391) audradeckard@hotmail.com

Jolly Juniors
Kathy Lingenfelter (812-709-1424) randklingenfelter@gmail.com

Teresa Mauder (812-486-6962) tmauder@outlook.com

Junior Leaders
Megan Hawkins megan.hawkins@shoals.k12.in.us

Rhonda Sanders (812-247-2096) rhondaplace@aol.com

4-H Shooting Sports / Martin County Marksmen
Mark Sims (812-296-0458) hicountry3@aol.com

Robotics Club
Looking for Leaders! Call 812-295-2412

Tractor
Larry Craney (812-709-8156) craneyih@live.com

Rick Mauder (812-486-7189) tmauder@outlook.com



Martin County 4-H Club Map
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More than 80 projects available! 

4-H Projects 2023-2024
Grades 3-12
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Link to 4-H project-based information:  
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/projects/index.html  

Aerospace
Animal Education
Arts and Crafts

Construction and Architectural Replica
Fine Arts
Model Craft
Needle Craft

ATV Safety and Operator Skills
Beef
Beekeeping
Bicycle
Cake Decorating
Cat
Communications
Computer Science
Dairy Cattle
Dog
Electric
Entomology 
Floriculture
Foods

Baked
Preserved

Forestry
Garden 
Genealogy
Geology
Goats

Health
Horse and Pony
Home Environment
Junior Leaders
Llama and Alpaca
Leadership
Photography
Poultry
Rabbit
Sewing

Fashion Revue
Non-Wearable
Skills and Techniques
Wearable

Sheep
Shooting Sports
Small Engine
Soil and Water Science
Sportfishing
Swine
Tractor and Mower Safety and
Operator Skills

Tractor
Lawn and Garden Tractor
Zero-Turn Mower

Veterinary Science
Weather and Climate Science
Wildlife
Woodworking



Aerospace

Arts & Crafts

Beef -exhibition/show

Beef - static projct 

Bicycle

Bugs

Cake Decorating

Cats - exhibition/show

Cats - static project

Collections

Construction Toys

Dinosaurs

Farm Scene

Floriculture

Foods

Forestry

Garden

Goats - exhibition/show

Goats - static project 10

MINI 4-H PROJECTS 2023-2024
Grades Kindergarten, 1, 2

Helping Mom & Dad

Horse & Pony-exhibition/show

Horse & Pony -static project

My Pet & Me

Models

Poultry -exhibition / show

Poultry - static project

Recycling

Sewing

Sheep -exhibition / show

Sheep - static project 

Sports

Swine - exhibition / show

Swine - static project 

Weather

Whales & Dolphins

Wildlife



OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP (2) : Two awards to 4-H’ers that demonstrate outstanding leadership, enthusiasm and drive
to get things done in the 4-H Program, school and community. They must be a Martin County Junior Leader. 
 
OUTSTANDING 4-H AGRICULTURE: This award will go to the 4-Her that has the highest annual points in the Agricultural
related activities/projects for the current 4-H year. Activities/projects include: Career Development Events reported on the
annual point sheet. Completed projects of: Animal Education, Beef, Cat, Dairy, Dairy Beef, Dairy Goats, Dog, Horse and
Pony, Llama and Alpaca, Meat Goats, Poultry, Pygmy Goats, Rabbit, Sheep, Swine, Veterinary Science, Lawn & Garden
Tractor Safety Operator Skills, Tractor Safety & Operator Skills, Zero-Turn Safety & Operator Skills, Woodworking. 4-H
members must complete at least 5 of the projects listed to be considered for this award.

OUTSTANDING 4-H EXPRESSIVE ARTS: This award will go to the 4-Her that has the highest annual points in the
Expressive Arts record for the current year. The projects include: Arts and Crafts, Cake Decorating, Construction &
Architectural Replica, Fine Arts, Llama and Alpaca Craft, Model Craft, Needle Craft, Performing Arts & Photography. 4-H
members must complete at least 3 of the projects listed to be considered for this award
 
OUTSTANDING 4-H FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE: This award will go to the 4-Her that has the highest annual points in
the Family & Consumer Science record for the current year. The projects include: Cake Decorating, Consumer Clothing,
Fashion Revue, Garden, Home Environment, Sewing, Non-Wearable, Sewing, Wearable, Child Development, Foods, Baked,
Foods, Preserved & Health. 4-H members must complete at least 3 of the projects listed to be considered for this award.
 
OUTSTANDING 4-H CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES: This award will go to the 4-Her that has the highest
annual points in the Natural Resources record for the current year. The projects include: Beekeeping, Entomology,
Floriculture, Garden, Forestry, Geology, Shooting Sports, Soil & Water Science, Weather & Climate Science & Wildlife. 4-H
members must complete at least 3 of the projects listed to be considered for this award.

HORSE & PONY 4-H JR. HIGH POINT: One Junior Horse & Pony 4-H member who has the highest points in the Horse &
Pony project during the current year. 
 
HORSE & PONY 4-H SR. HIGH POINT: One Senior Horse & Pony 4-H member who has the highest points in the Horse &
Pony project during the current year. 
 
HORSE & PONY 4-H MENTAL ATTITUDE AWARD: The 4-H member who best exhibits the following: leadership; personal
responsibility; staying positive in word and deed; encouragement and assistance to others, especially as a new or younger
member. 

 4-H ACHIEVEMENT (2): The highest over-all 4-H accumulative points in county (two recipients). Includes all 4-H related
activities the 4-H members participated in, including this years’ 4-H program year as verified on completed annual point sheet. 
 
OUTSTANDING 4-H FIRST YEAR MEMBERS (2): This award will go to two youth 4-H members who are in their first year as
regular 4-H members. This award includes projects completed, activities, placing’s, special awards and record book grades as
verified on completed annual point sheet.
 
OUTSTANDING 4-H SIXTH YEAR MEMBERS (2): This award will go to the two youth 4-Hers who have the most total points
accumulated during their six years of participating in the 4-H Program. The point total includes projects completed, activities,
placing’s, and special awards as verified on completed annual point sheet. 
 
TOP NOTCH 4-H 10 YEAR MEMBER: This award will go to the 4-Her who has the most total points accumulated during their
ten years of participating in the 4-H Program. The point total includes projects completed, activities, placing, and special
awards as verified on completed annual point sheet. 

OUTSTANDING 4-H LIVESTOCK BUYER: The recognition is awarded to the top buyer at the 4-H Auction. This award can
be won by the same individual or business in consecutive years.
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Fall Achievement Awards 
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For Parents: Why 4-H?



Parents are encouraged to share their different talents, means, and available time with the 4-H Program.
Not all people do the same thing well. It takes some analysis to find who can and will do certain tasks. For
example, the parent who will never appear in a public meeting may be willing to build a booth or float, etc. 

The most successful 4-H members have the interest and support of their parents or another caring adult.
Often parents are willing to help, but are not sure how, when, or where they may get involved. Below are
some suggestions for how parents can support 4-H members at home and in the community. We embrace
learn by doing for all!

1. Learn about the 4-H Program - what it stands for,
how it operates, how it is funded. 

2. Advise your child in selecting 4-H projects. Help
your child understand how many projects will be
reasonable to complete in a given year. 

3. Show your interest in and enthusiasm for the
projects selected. Find out what is suggested for the
members to do and learn in that project(s). 

4. See that when a project is started, it is also
completed.

5. Know and help your member meet all deadlines!
Deadlines are in place to provide an equitable and
organized 4-H program; your help is needed. 

6. Be an example! Help your 4-H member be a good
sport and appreciate the successes of others.

7. Encourage your 4-H member when they succeed
and even more when they fail. Help them see progress
achieved and knowledge gained, not just the end
result. 

8. Stay informed about 4-H through information that
comes to members of your family. Be a  4-H booster in
your community. 

9. Make 4-H club work FAMILY work. Encourage
youth to do their work and carry their own tasks to
completion. Be their guide only. 

10. Provide transportation to local meetings and
county events in which your child and others of the
club are interested. Or, provide refreshments for
meetings or special functions. 

11. Attend 4-H meetings and other special events. 

12. Help your 4-H member find a way to participate
in special events that interest them such as county
contests, camps, fairs, displays, shows, etc. 

13. Support your local 4-H volunteers. Get
acquainted with them. Let them know you appreciate
their efforts. 

14. Offer your services to assist the local volunteer.
You have knowledge and skills that are needed in 4-H. 

15. If the need arises, help find local volunteers for
your 4-H club. Several kinds of volunteers are needed:
organizational, project, and more. Consider helping in
one of these ways yourself. Applications are available
in your local Extension Office. 

4-H Parents/Guardians
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Youth can attend several trips during their time in the 4-H Program at a local, state, and national level. A few trips
that youth qualify for include: 

For grades 3-6 - 3 days at Shakamak State Park
(Camp Counselors are trained 4-H members in
9th-12th grades) 

For grades 7-9 - 3 days at Purdue University
participating in career exploration and interactive
education

4-H Camp 

4-H Round Up 
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4-H Activities

Trips: A variety of fun learning trip opportunities are available.  They are often offered at low or no costs thanks to
generous sponsors. Some popular trips are:

4-H Round-Up: students in grades 7-9 who explore a variety of careers at Purdue University. Participants will get a
taste of college life and live in Purdue Residence Halls for two nights. Attendees meet new people across the state and
have a blast!

4-H Academy: a program held at Purdue University specifically designed to offer high school students hands-on,
exciting opportunities to learn about science and related careers. 

Citizenship Washington Focus: This is an exciting experience for high school 4-H members to go to the nation's
capital and learn more about the meaning of citizenship. Listening, learning, sharing, receiving, caring and touring
combine to provide a deeper respect and understanding for our American heritage and the principles, processes and
structures of the U.S. government. 

Camp: Youth in grades 3-8 attend a three day 4-H Camp and participate in swimming, boating, crafts, and more. Older
4-H members have the opportunity to serve as camp counselors.  

Scholarships: Several educational scholarships are available for 4-H youth. Workshops are held annually to help 4-H
members prepare applications. 

Junior Leaders: Youth in grades 7-12 can participate in the Jr. Leaders to develop leadership skills and expand their
relationships. Members organize and conduct a variety of activities, participate in community service projects, and have
fun.

Performing Arts Festival: Have talents?  4-H members may perform a skit, play a musical instrument, dance, or
perform gymnastics. May be individual or group performances.  

Judging Contests: 4-H members compete in livestock skill-a-thon, dairy, horse and pony, soils, entomology, crops,
forestry, and/or wildlife judging contests. 

Spark Clubs: Short-term educational experiences are based on a specific topic area in a presentation called Spark
Clubs. Topics vary, such as Robotics, Agricultural, Journalism, Theater, Hiking, Babysitting, and Veterinary Basics.

Verbal Communication & Demonstration: Effective communication drives all aspects of day-to-day life. 4-H members
learn about the process of communications and the different modes of communication and strengthen their own
communication skills.  

4-H Opportunities
4-H members can take part in short-term specific interest workshops that focus on anything from
robotics to food science! 4-H members also have access to numerous scholarships, educational
opportunities, and can build life skills through community involvement. Most of all, 4-H is real life

experience which is exemplified by our motto, "Learn by Doing." 



 Community Club- A general interest club that gives members a well-rounded experience
 Special Interest Club- A club with a focus on a specific project area such as Animals, Robotics, or Shooting Sports
 SPARK Club- A short-term, special interest club that meets for at least six hours and focuses on one

4-H
The youth development program of Extension designed for young people Kindergarten through twelfth grades; members
participate in clubs, activities, and events and complete project work with a group or on their own.

4-H Council
Assists Extension staff to determine program priorities and policies for local 4-H and Extension Programs; the council is made
up of local volunteers with a variety of backgrounds and expertise.

4-H Online
The 4-H database that manages 4-H enrollment of youth, animal identification, and trip participation, among other purposes.

Animal Identification
This is the process by which members ensure their animal has the correct identification (tag, tattoo, etc) and report this to the
Extension Office. It is critical that you have it done by the deadlines, May 15th annually online and tagging is prior. 
Club
A group of young people led by screened volunteers and administered by Extension who participate in 4-H learning
experiences, educational activities, and events. Types of clubs include:

        topic of interest to youth.

Open/Conference Judging
The type of judging that often happens at county fair. 4-H members meet with a judge for project evaluation; the judge asks
questions about what the 4-H member learned while working on the project and gives the member feedback.

County 4-H Fair 
The county fair provides an opportunity for 4-H members to exhibit and display the items that demonstrate what they have
learned through their project meetings and experiences over the enrollment year. This is a major event where many people
see what 4-H members accomplish.

County Extension Educators
An Extension Staff member with subject matter expertise; youth development or 4-H educators oversee the 4-H program.

Drop/Add Deadline
To be eligible to showcase an exhibit at the fair, a member must be enrolled in that project category through v2.4Honline.com
by June 20th. 

Enrollment
A 4-H member enrollment must be completed at v2.4honline.com annually for each 4-H member. This is the process of
updating information in 4HOnline and paying the enrollment fee. This ideally would be completed by January 15 each year for
the full program experience.

4-H Vocabulary
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Exhibits
A completed exhibit for a 4-H project, including a trained animal or presentation prepared for evaluation or display at the county
fair, contest, or competition. Some exhibits have multiple components, such as a recipe card for food projects, skill card for
crafts, etc. 

FairEntry
The 4-H database that manages exhibit entries for the county fair.

Green Record Book
A green folder where members store their record sheets to help them keep track of their 4-H involvement. The green record
book encourages organization and is a good reference tool for when they complete trip and scholarship applications.

Handbook
The book that contains project guidelines, exhibit requirements, and 4-H policies. It is updated annually, is posted on the
Purdue Extension Martin County website, and available in office.

Junior Leader
A 4-H member in grades 7-12 who participates in 4-H Junior Leader Activities to learn leadership skills. Junior Leaders
participate in social activities, community service, and help their 4-H clubs and leaders.

Life Skills
Abilities youth learn to help them live successful, productive lives; 4-H youth programs provide learning opportunities for young
people to gain life skills, practice them, and use them throughout their lives.

Mini 4-H
A noncompetitive 4-H program for youth in grades K-2. Members can attend club meetings, complete projects, and create
exhibits for the county fair.

Poster
Many exhibits involve creating a poster. Posters must follow the guidelines listed in the Martin County 4-H Handbook. The
Extension Office sells the foam boards and clear sleeves that meet the requirements.

Projects
A 4-H project is an area that you want to learn more about during the year. There are projects on just about any topic you
would like to study and explore, from art to woodworking, from computers to rabbits, from clothing to small engines.

Project Manual/Book
Projects have manuals/record sheets that provide educational material and/or learning activities for members. These are
available from your club leader and/or the Extension Office.

Record Sheets
Each project has a record sheet for a 4-H member to summarize things they have learned through their project. It helps them
keep track of what they have learned and encourages record keeping. Record sheets are optional and encouraged. 

Ten Year Member
A member who has completed 10 years of regular 4-H, which is the longest amount of time a member can participate. Special
recognition occurs for ten year members. 

16



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What do I
need to do to

be a
member?

Get Up, Show Up, and Never Give Up!
To be an active 4-H member simply complete your online registration
preferably in the October 1st-January 15th window, pay the required
fees, complete your online profile, and have a meaningful experience.
You do not have  to exhibit at the fair to be considered an active 4-H
member. 4-H  members can attend a one-time workshop, participate
in trips, or simply join to make new friends! 

What do I need
to exhibit at the

fair?

How do I know
what projects to

choose?
There are over 70 projects you can complete! 

To exhibit at the fair 4-H members need to have completed their 4-H
online profile within the enrollment window. 4-H members will select
the projects they are interested in 4-H online. In June, the Fair Entry
program will open. Members will log into Fair Entry and register for the
projects they are bringing to the fair.

Where can I go
for help?

If you have any questions you can call the Extension Office at 812-
295-2412, text 812-653-2089, or email heldd@purdue.edu. Every year
the handbook is published online and contains all the project
requirements as well as contact information for project superintendents
and club leaders. We are all here to help!

Mini 4-H members can exhibit projects at the fair and can choose
from any of the projects listed on the Mini 4-H page of the guide.
Contact our office or go online to get a copy of our mini 4-H
member guide. Mini 4-H members are invited and encouraged to
attend club meetings, mini day camp and other great activities!

What can Mini
4-H members

do?

17



Important
Dates to
Know: 
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October 1st - Priority Enrollment
Begins (v2.4honline.com)

December - Scholarships Open:  
due around mid January

January 15th - Priority Enrollment
Ends

May 15 -  Animal Identification
Deadline 

June 1st - Fair Entry Opens
(fairentry.com)

June 20th - Project Drop & Add
 Fair Entry Closes
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How can you increase Purdue
Extension outreach? Simple!

1) Like and Follow on Facebook at:

2) Follow on Instagram at:

3) Invite your friends to join us!

Purdue Extension provides research-based
practical education applied to the problems of 

families, communities, agriculture, business and industry. 

Purdue Extension Martin County - Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionMartinCo

Purdue Extension Martin County - Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/martincountyin4h/



Contact Us! 

2666 US 50,
 Loogootee, IN 47553

812-295-2412

heldd@purdue.edu
magrace@purdue.edu

E-mail:

Call:

Stop By:

Dena Held
County Extension

Director/Educator 4-H
Youth Development

Michelle Grace
Office Manager/

Secretary

Purdue Extension 
Martin County

20While all efforts are made to have consistency and clarity, official announcements
and rulings made after publishing override this guide. 

Text:
812-653-2089
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