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It’s already the middle of February, and the 4-H calendar is filling up
with exciting opportunities from the educators and our amazing project
leaders! Please make sure to join us for our workshop offerings and
camps, you can find flyers at the end of the tidbit and on our Facebook
page. 

Even if you’re a returning participant in a project, take advantage of
workshop opportunities to continue to increase your knowledge and
skills. Or, take a chance and try out a brand new project, you may just
find something new that will spark your interest this year. If you’re a
project leader and you aren’t sure where to start, reach out to the
Extension Office, and we are happy to help!

Welcome to all the new families who are joining us this year, we are so
excited to have you! If you need any help navigating things, please don’t
hesitate to reach out. Thank you to all of our project leaders, volunteers,
and 4-H families that continue to help encourage new families to join.
We hope to continue this great season of growth as we dive headfirst
into new and exciting experience. 

“There is no power for change greater than a community discovering
what it cares about.”- Margaret J Wheatley

We had a great time at our first
robotics spark club meet-up! 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFzIN92h7U/C8Eb1vYpd_D0LX4FYqKvCg/view?utm_content=DAFzIN92h7U&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/laporte/4h-page.html
https://in4hlaportescholar.my.canva.site/february-laporte-county-4-h-helpful-links


Educator Programming
Wednesday, February 7th | 6-7:30 PM | Volunteer Series- Financials & Fundraising | Extension Office
4-H Zoo Program

April 13th 3rd to 5th grade - focus on wildlife
April 20th 6th to 8th grade - focus on wildlife 
May 11th 9th to 12th grade - focus on vet science 
All Grades Invited to science fair June 15th from 11 AM - 2 PM, 11-Noon we will have supplies for you to
add finishing touches to your poster with food. Then 1 PM - 2 PM you will be able to showcase what
you have learned. 

All days are from 1 to 3 pm at the Washington Park Zoo in Michigan City. Parents if you choose to stay you
will have to pay the admissions fee. Parking will be free! Sign up now as space is limited to 20 people per
session.

COMING SOON! Junk Bucket Challenge! Stay tuned for details.

Spring Break Program
Kelsey, Lauren, and Chrissie (our HHS Educator) will be collaborating to host several spring break
opportunities for kids in grades K-8. All spring break camps will provide learning opportunities in the
areas of healthy living/cooking and STEM experiences. You must be enrolled in 4-H to attend. High School
students interested in helping can email Kelsey or Lauren for more information. 

4th-8th Grade Youth can join us for 3 full days (8:30am-3:30pm) at the LaPorte County Fairgrounds
March 25th-27th or April 1st-3rd, Cost: $45
https://lpcspringbreak24.4honline.com 

K-3rd Grade Youth can join us for 2 half days (8:30am-Noon) at the LaPorte County Fairgrounds
March 28th-29th or April 4th-5th, Cost: $15
https://lpcitsybitsyspringbreak24.4honline.com

What you need to know: 
There will be a general record sheet for projects in LaPorte County.  The office has those printed and
ready to pick up or you can print one from our website.
The record sheet will be turned in at the members’ first project check-in and returned in their ribbon
packets after the fair exhibition. 
Projects that still need to complete an additional project record sheet/manual or skills sheet can be
found in the project handbook which is available on our website or can be picked up at the Extension
Office.

If you need help determining what paperwork you need, do not hesitate to reach out to the
Extension Office.

record sheets

https://lpcspringbreak24.4honline.com/
https://lpcitsybitsyspringbreak24.4honline.com/
https://extension.purdue.edu/news/county/laporte/4-h/4-H-Project-Information.html
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/laporte/_media/2023-24-laporte-handbook.pdf


manuals
While Indiana 4-H and Purdue Extension has made the decision that they will no longer require the use
of manuals for 4-H projects and will not carry any manuals in the Ed Store, here in LaPorte County
there are a few projects that find the manuals helpful and will continue to use them, check with your
project superintendent.  If your child prefers to use the manuals you can find them either at the office,
(inventory on hand only) or online at shop4-h.org 

misc. news
In addition to the poster sleeves, the office will begin to carry the foamboard backing for a nominal fee.
The 4-H Staff will NOT be replacing your backing this year, if your backing does not meet the requirements,
it will get a white or green ribbon. 

4-H Punch Cards - As an incentive program to encourage participation in all of the amazing workshops
being offered by our volunteers and extension educators, all 4-H youth in grades 3rd-12th can pick up a 4-
H punch card from the educators or from workshop hosts. Any 4-H youth who participate in 9 workshops
+ 1 club meeting can turn their completed cards in for a prize. If you are not associated with a club, reach
out to 4-H Staff and we can help you! 

Update

State Opportunities 
Ag Equipment Diagnostics
4-H Consumer Decision Making
Kitchen Skillathon 

4-H Volunteer Announcements
If you are meeting and you are not enrolled you are not covered under our insurance and you are not in
compliance with the our 4-H Policies. We appreciate you wanting to volunteer but until you enroll you
cannot host club meetings, vote, or actively participate in activities. 

Project Superintendents: 
Want to host a workshop... Here is how!  Call the office for a roster of the 4-H youth enrolled in your
project.  You could also take advantage of our upcoming WORKSHOP-A-THON that is set for April 27th!
Look for an email next week about this exciting event.
Please remember to ask the kids for their punch cards and that the office needs a copy of your sign-in
sheets.

Committees: We need the minutes with those that attended listed within 2 weeks, sign in sheets are
good but we need minutes anyway so we will save a step if you just send minutes. 

Club Leaders: If you are interested in picking up the new Project Handbook for the members (one per
family) of your club, call the office and we can have them ready for you. 

https://shop4-h.org/pages/curriculum
https://shop4-h.org/pages/curriculum
http://purdue.ag/AgEquipmentDiagnostics
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/get-involved/state-programs/career-development-events/consumer-decision-making-cde.html
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/get-involved/state-programs/career-development-events/kitchen-skillathon-cde.html
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/get-involved/state-programs/career-development-events/kitchen-skillathon-cde.html
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF5l8Pv_mo/JNHOqnjCiT2js3i8VLwGpg/view?utm_content=DAF5l8Pv_mo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF5l8Pv_mo/JNHOqnjCiT2js3i8VLwGpg/view?utm_content=DAF5l8Pv_mo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


4-H Camp Counselors
Calling all 4-H Camp Counselors! We are accepting applications. They are open
now until March 1st, apply now! Camp is June 3rd to the 6th. We understand and
recognize that it overlaps with LaPorte’s last days of school but we will be as
flexible as possible. https://24quadcountycamp.4honline.com 

BOAH Updates
With our 4-H year underway, the Indiana State Board of Animal Health (BOAH) and

Indiana 4-H want to remind county staff and volunteers about best practices for
livestock and poultry exhibitions. We all want successful fairs with healthy animals,

healthy participants, and healthy visitors. Accomplishing that means being mindful of
disease prevention throughout the season leading up to fair time. For updates visit

their website: https://www.in.gov/boah/..

Livestock Updates
Indiana 4-H Livestock Quality Care Dates have been set! Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care OR
YQCA needs to be done by June 14th! Sign up in 4-H Online for Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care.

February 22nd: 6 PM at the LaPorte County Extension Office
March 28th: 1 PM at the LaPorte County Extension Office
March 29th: 9 AM at the LaPorte County Extension Office
April 4th: 1 PM at the LaPorte County Extension Office
April 5th: 9 AM at the LaPorte County Extension Office
April 18th: 6 PM at the LaPorte County Extension Office
April 27th multiple times during the Workshop-a-thon
May 13th: 6 PM LaPorte County Extension Office

Friday, February 23rd (2024) | Appointment Only | Beef Tagging | Fairgrounds
Saturday, February 24th (2024) | 9 AM - Noon | Beef Tagging | Fairgrounds

Rabbit Ambassador workshop has been rescheduled to February 24th from 10 AM - 2 PM in the
Small Projects Building. Sign up on 4-H Online. 

Clover Crop
The 4-H Booster and Alumni Association is hosting their 15th Annual Clover Crop on Saturday,
March 2, 2024 from 9:00am- 6:00pm at the LaPorte County Fairgrounds. Enjoy scrapbooking
or your other favorite craft activity. There will be goodie bags, a silent auction, contests &
prizes, vendors, and food. Cost is a $30 donation ($25 for students). Details can be found at
https://sites.google.com/view/clover-crop/registration-form. Deadline to register is February
22nd. 

https://24quadcountycamp.4honline.com/
https://24quadcountycamp.4honline.com/
https://www.in.gov/boah/
https://lp-4-hrabbitambassadorworkshop.4honline.com/
https://lp-4-hrabbitambassadorworkshop.4honline.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/clover-crop/registration-form


Mini 4-H Corner

Project Spotlight: Sewing 
Learn basic skills for sewing. Begin putting together the
equipment needed for doing easy home sewing and repair
work. Exhibit one of the following:

A sewing kit using an old shoe box covered in fabric or
paper. 
A pin cushion, your finished project should be no bigger
than 4"x5". 
A hand puppet and "dress" your puppet however you like.
An apron. 

Mini 4-H Corner

Mini 4-H Mondays
We had a blast at our first Mini Monday with a full class! we
have a waiting list for February. If at any point you need to
cancel please let the office staff know, we have 6 kids waiting
for a spot. We are excited to see you! Bring your best coloring
skills! 

Mini 4-H activities
This year all mini 4-Hers will be required to enter into Fair
Entry. Do not panic it is not time to do this yet, I just want to
make sure that everyone has plenty of notice. There is not a
max number of kids except for some of the livestock. Once
Fair Entry opens, we will make sure everyone gets registered. 



LaPorte County Fair
Fair Dates: July 6th - 13th 
The first weekend will not have a carnival but
will focus on 4-H and the exhibits we have. 
Follow LaPorte County Fair on Facebook for
more events and updates! 

LaPorte County Soil &

Water Conservation
Breakfast with a Forester | Arrow Head Country
RC&D Forestry Committee would like to invite you
to an informal breakfast with friends to discuss
issues you may be having in your woodland areas.
Foresters, including IDNR, Purdue, Consulting, and
Industry Foresters, depending on the month, will
be available for conversation and questions.
Everyone is welcome - no reservations needed,
just walk in sometime during that 1.5 hours and
join us. No charge other than paying for whatever
breakfast you order. Find more information on
their Facebook Page.

LaPorte County 

Historical Society Museum

Community Happenings

LaPorte County Public

Library &

The Exchange
The LPCPL Exchange is full of opportunities that
can help 4-H youth develop skills they can use
on their fair projects this year. The library
branches also have some great programming
fun that you might be interested in. Check out
upcoming events at their website:
https://laporte.librarycalendar.com/events/upc
oming

Curious Kids Innovation Camp
Library Exchange Classroom
March 28th 1:00pm-4:00pm (Register here:
https://www.laportelibrary.org/event/curious-kids-
innovation-camp-7613)
                                        * OR *
April 4th 1:00pm-4:00pm (Register here:
https://www.laportelibrary.org/event/curious-kids-
innovation-camp-7614) 

Some of the most important inventions were made
by people who were curious, challenged rules, had
wild ideas, and worked together. Get ready for silly
challenges that will stretch your imagination.  
Purdue University Youth Development Extension
Educator, Lauren Allison, will help lead us through
activities from the Henry Ford Foundation
Invention Convention program.

Make It! Turn a Mechanical Pencil on the
Lathe-TEEN Edition
EX-Classroom, LPCPL Exchange
Saturday, March 23 2:00-4:00pm (Register here:
https://www.laportelibrary.org/event/make-it-turn-
mechanical-pencil-lathe-teen-edition-8354)

Make your own mechanical pencil and leave your
mark while learning to use the lathe! Come learn
the basics of operating a woodworking lathe and
what you can do with it! Lathes can create a
variety of unique objects of out wood. The pencil
you’ll make is only the beginning of the
possibilities. 

March 9th
To celebrate the Kingsford Heights Exhibit, all
Kingsford Heights residents have free
admission to the Museum!

https://www.facebook.com/laportecountyfair
https://www.facebook.com/LPCoSWCD
https://www.facebook.com/LPCoSWCD
https://laporte.librarycalendar.com/events/upcoming
https://laporte.librarycalendar.com/events/upcoming


AMERICAN HERITAGE PROJECT
WORKSHOP

Take a tour of the museum with
Museum Director and American
Heritage project superintendent
Danielle Adams. See some of the
items that have been restored for
museum exhibition and talk with
Danielle about possible ideas for
your 4-H Project. 

FEBRUARY
17

SATURDAY

LOCATION: LAPORTE COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

TIME: 9:30AM-10:30AM

2405 INDIANA AVE, SUITE 1
LAPORTE, IN 46350

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

LAUREN ALLISON
LNALLISO@PURDUE.EDU



Available to all 3rd-12th graders

RObotics
spark CLub

Tues Feb. 20
Mon Mar. 25 
Tues Apr. 2 

Upcoming Meetings

Meet @ the Exchange classroom
from 6:30PM - 7:30PM

For any questions, please contact the Extension Office at 219.324.9407 







Tuesday February 27 fromTuesday February 27 from
6PM - 7PM6PM - 7PM

@ the Extension Office@ the Extension Office

WearableWearable  
ArtArt  
WorkshopWorkshop

Bring fabric/clothing itemBring fabric/clothing item
or purchase an item withor purchase an item with

us for $2us for $2  



4-H Members will have free entry.
Friends/Family $7



Follow the event on Facebook at “15th Annual 4-H Clover Crop” or on Google
https://sites.google.com/view/clover-crop/home for updates. 
Contact: Ruth Lile (574) 910-0107 (leave a message if no answer) or e-mail
angrlile@gmail.com or lile.fam@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/view/clover-crop/home
mailto:angrlile@gmail.com
mailto:lile.fam@gmail.com











