
Entomology 
 

 

 

 
This project will help you study insects and their relationship with people. You can also learn how to collect, preserve, and 
identify insects. 
 
Collections are to include the following 
• Title as Insect Collection, year in Entomology 
• Order – refer to ID-401, page 57. 
• Display – mounted insects are to have been legally and personally collected in the United States and displayed in 

an 18”x24” collection box displayed horizontally. Collections including multiple boxes are to be numbered 1 of 3, 
etc.  ID 401 A-F cards (for grades 3-8) and 401-I cards (for grades 9 - 12) are to be placed inside the display box 
in an attractive manner. 

• Identification – Collection display boxes are expected to contain the specified number of insects, families, and 
orders specified (see chart below). All insects must be in the adult stage and be properly mounted on insect pins 
or be contained in vials as directed.  

• Pin Labels - Each pin or vial must contain two labels:  
a. Top label is to include collection date, location, and collector name.  
b. Bottom label is to include common name and other optional identification data. 

• Box Labels – Box labels (computer generated or neatly printed) are used for orders and families as required (see 
chart below) and are to be placed flat against the bottom of the box. Insects must be properly grouped directly 
under the correct order and family label. For example, all insects belonging to a particular order must be placed 
under that order label. Orders to be used are listed in the reference book ID- 401. If family level identification is 
required, the insects should be further grouped together under the correct family label. 

• Educational Box – One additional box (educational), based on the specific theme (see chart below), is required for 
grades 9-12, in addition to the insect collection boxes. This box can be created in any manner chosen (without the 
mounting, pinning or identifying restrictions specified above). 

 
Beginner Level 1st-3rd Year in Entomology Create a collection based on the year in Entomology or an educational 
exhibit. 

Year in 
Entomology 

Collection Information Total 
Boxes 

1st year 10 insects, identified and pinned on cards (ID 401A) 1 
2nd year 20 insects, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name and identify five (5) 

to order. Include card ID 401B. 
1 

3rd year 30 insects, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name and identify 15 to 
order. Include ID 401C. 

1 

Intermediate Level 4th-6th Year in Entomology Create a collection based on the year in Entomology or an educational 
exhibit. 

Year in 
Entomology 

Collection Information Total 
Boxes 

4th year 40 insects, exhibit a minimum of 6 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name and order. Include ID 401D. 

2 

5th year 50 insects, exhibit a minimum of 8 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name and order. Identify ten (10) to family. Include card ID 401E. 

2 

6th year 60 insects, exhibit a minimum of 10 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name and order. Identify 30 to family. Include card ID 401F. 

2 

 
 

State Fair Entry 
 

3 collection exhibits per 
county, one per level 
 
3 educational exhibits per 
county, one per level 
 

Project Check In 
 
One (1) Hour Prior to Judging 
 
 
Home & Family Arts Building 
Kosciusko County Fairgrounds 
 

Judging 
 
Tuesday, June 25, 2024 
1:00PM 
 
Home & Family Arts Building 
Kosciusko County Fairgrounds 
 



Advanced Level 7th-10th Year in Entomology Create a collection based on the year in Entomology or an educational 
exhibit. Advanced level insect collections are to also include an education box, for a total of four boxes. Advance level 
youth may instead create an independent study topic of choice. 

Year in 
Entomology 

Collection Information Total 
Boxes 

7th year 70 insects, exhibit a minimum of 12 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name, order, and family. One educational box, theme: insect behavior. Include 
card ID 401I. (1-3 collection boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place ID 401I in first collection 
box only.  

3 

8th year 80 insects, exhibit a minimum of 14 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name, order, and family. One educational box, theme: insect pest management.  
Include card ID 401I. (1-3 collection boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place ID 401I in first 
collection box only. 

3 

9th year 90 insects, exhibit a minimum of 16 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name, order, and family. One educational box, theme: insects in the environment.  
Include card ID 401I. (1-3 collection boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place ID 401I in first 
collection box only. 

3 

10th year 100 insects, exhibit a minimum of 18 orders, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by 
common name, order, and family. One educational box, theme: benefits of insects. Include 
card ID 401I. (1-3 collection boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place ID 401I in first collection 
box only.   

3 

 


