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Leave the Ieaves - bugs are sleeping!

By: Alicia Kalley, aikeley@purdue. adw

Fall has arrived! The beautiful foliage that we lave to admire this
time of year will soon become the yearly chore of managing fallen
leawves. You have likely heard the adage “leave the leaves” many
times by now. This practice is gaining traction along with many
other pollinator-friendly landscape management tactics, such as
saving dead stems or “No Mow May®. Many benefits come from
leaving fallen leaves in place, including improwed soil health and
pratection for overwintering insects like pollinators and fireflies.
But what does the research actually say about leaving the leaves?
Does it work, and can it make a difference?

The short answer is: yes!

In the United Stabes, yards are estimated to cover approximabely
2.3 million km’ across urban, suburban, and rural residential lands
(Lerman et al. 2023). To put this in perspective, there is
approximately 12 million km® of protected land in the US [LUNEP-
WCMC 2025). That means yards occupy almost dowble the

amaount of land as protected parks and preserves in the US! While
a subwrban landscape may not be able to offer all the same
ecosysktem services as a state forest, there is still enormous
potential for residential areas to make meaningful contributions
to bicdiversity conservation efforts.

Back to the leaves - what difference does a yard make to the
insect commaunity? Research from Ferlauto and Burghardt (2025)
in Maryland found that leaf removal was detrimental to mamy
groups of arthropods, including Coleoptera {beetles). Lepidoptera
[butterflies and maths), and spiders. Rermowval of leaf litter
resulted in a 45% reduction in Lepidoptera spring emergence and
a 40% decline in species richness compared to yards where

leaves were left in place. Removing leaves also reduced spider
abundance by 67% and beetle abundance by 24%.

Retaining fallen leaves is beneficial bto arthropod diversity and
richness, and the research backs this up. However, protecting turf
is a priority for many homeowners and landscapers. Heawy leaf
fall which comipletely cowers the ground will smother the turf, so
removing leaves is necessary in these situations. Consider
presarving some of the leaf fall as mulch around trees and
landscape plants, or keep only a sparse coverage of leaves on the
ground. Even a small amount of leaf retention will make a
difference to the sleeping arthropods.
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GRAZING FIELD DAY

Location: The Oakwood Farm
Retreat Center

3801 S. County Road 575 E. Selma
Indiana 47383

Date: November 4" 2025

Time: Ipm - 3pm
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UPCOMING PARP CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES

December 9: 8:30 am to 12:00 pm
e Randolph County PARP

December 9: 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
e Wayne County PARP

December 16™: 6:45 pm to 9:15 pm
* Wells County PARP

December 16™: 6:45 pm to 9:15 pm
e Blackford County PARP

December 17™: 9:30 am to 11:45 am
 Rush County PARP

December 17": 4:30 pm to 6:45 pm
* Union County PARP

February 17™: 9:00 am to 11:30 am
e Blackford County PARP
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How many PARP points do you have?

Ist Go to oisc.purdue.edu

2nd Click on "My Records" - gold bar across the top

3rd Click on "Applicator Login" - down the left side at the
bottom.

4th You will be prompted to enter your first & last name and the
last four digits of your social security number. You will be taken to

a page with all of your information concerning your license.

*Reminder: every five years you need to earn three points. Once
you have your three credits and prior to your license expiring you

must reapply by sending in the appropriate form and $20 to
activate your license.

Events with the opportunity to obtain continuing

credit hours
PARP

1.Search “PARP events Purdue University”.
2.Select “View all approved PARP events”.
3.To find events closer to our areaq, scroll down to “view
events by district” and select that option.
4.Select “East district”.

5.Select “View approved East district PARP events”



Emily Kring
Extension Educator
Ag and Natural Resources

The Jay County Ag. Newsletter is an educational
service of the Jay County Cooperative Extension
Service. Additional information is available from
the Jay County Extension Service located at
126 Meridian St., Portland.

If you would like to receive timely updates

ekri ng@pu rdue.edu by email, please co.ntac'F Emily Kring at
260-726-4707 or email ekring@purdue.edu.
Likewise, if you are moving and need to change
your address, please contact us so you don't
miss any issues.

It is the policy of the Purdue Cooperative Extension Service that all persons shall have equal opportunity Ifyou need a reasonable

and access to its educational programs, services, activities and facilities without regard to race, religion, accommodation to participate in

color, sex, age, national origin, or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability or our programs, prior to the meeting,

status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available contact Emily Kring at

in alternative formats.

(260) 726- 4707



