Swine

STATE FAIR: Separate entries are required for participation. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The educational 4-H swine program and related activities (such as workshops and tours) provide youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops both swine subject skills (such as nutrition, housing, and health care) and life skills (such as responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communications) under the direction of caring adults.

MANUAL: 4-H 134-R Swine Resource Handbook (one per family)

RECORD SHEET: Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 

1. All pigs must be farrowed on December 1st of the previous year or later.

2. All 4-H swine members MUST enter each barrow and/or gilt with ear notch, breed, date of birth, and Premise ID number in 4-H online and in Fair Entry by MAY 15th. 

3. All swine must have a 5-digit county tag, 840-RFID tag, and ear notch.

4. Any given beef, dairy, horses, ponies, goats, sheep, and swine MAY NOT be enrolled by more than one 4-H member, except for brothers and sisters, and then only on separate forms.

5. ALL 4-H swine members MUST BE YQCA or QLC certified by the required date set by the livestock committee. 

6. A 4-H member MUST BE PRESENT and show their own animal.  (Refer to livestock rule #10).

7. All pigs must be identified with the "Standard Ear Notch System."  See your 4-H manual on how to correctly read and understand the ear notch system.  

8. All swine must be cleaned before unloading at the weigh-in.  Any swine that arrives at the fair and is deemed too dirty (this is at the discretion of the Swine Superintendent and/or the Extension Educator) will be asked to wait until all other swine are unloaded and weighed in. These animals will then be required to be washed in the wash racks and will then be weighed and checked in.  Swine that arrives before the deadline will still be counted as arriving on time, even if sent to the end of the line to be washed.

9. Every 4-H swine member will be required to complete a swine affidavit listing every pig brought to the county fair and if any of those pigs have received drugs and/or medication in the previous 30 days.  Swine that has been under medication must comply with the withdrawal requirements stated on the label of the medication that has been administered to the animal.

10. No hogs will be allowed in wash racks until 1 hour after weigh-in is completed. 

11. A 4-H member may show any combination of 3 pigs.  Ex: 3 barrows; 3 gilts; 2 barrows, 1 gilt; 2 gilts, 1 barrow.

12. All swine must weigh at least 200 pounds to be eligible to sell at auction.  All swine can show that meet age requirements. Barrows or guilts that weigh over 290 lbs. will sell in the auction as 290 lbs. regardless of their actual weight. THIS RULE IS FOR BOTH PUREBRED AND CROSSBRED ANIMALS, BARROWS AND GILTS.

13. Slick clipping or body shaving of 4-H barrows and gilts is prohibited.  Animals’ slick clipped or body shaved WILL NOT be allowed to be exhibited or sold.  A minimum of one-half inch of hair in length on the body between the shoulder and tail is required by the packers that purchase and process these animals. A check will be made at the discretion of the Swine Superintendent and/or the Extension Educator.

14. There are no boar classes.

15. Barrows will be shown by weight groups.

16. Record Sheets are available for project completion if the 4-H member is NOT exhibiting. 

17. In the event of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by rules, the Swine Superintendent will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.

CLASSES:
Barrows will be shown as purebred and crossbred.  They will be divided into weight classes of nearly equal numbers. Registration papers must be presented at the time of weigh-in.  If you do not have your papers filed according to Rule #3 under the Livestock Exhibit at the time of weigh-in, the animal will be put in the crossbred class.
a. Purebred classes: Duroc, Hampshire, Yorkshire, Landrace, Hereford, Spot, etc.; 1 champion and 1 reserve champion of each breed
b. Crossbred classes: 1 champion and 1 reserve champion selected from the 3 weight division winners (light, medium, and heavy).

The champion and reserve champion of each purebred class and crossbred class will be brought to the ring for the grand drive. All reserve champions will be announced first and will remain in the holding pens until Grand and Reserve overall champions are selected.

Breeding Gilts – All gilts of one breed will be shown in the same class.  All crossbred gilts will show together in the same class. Registration papers must be presented at the time of weigh-in.  If you do not have your papers filed according to Rule #3 under the Livestock Exhibit at the time of weigh-in, the animal will be put in the crossbred class.

If there are more than ten (10) animals in any one class, the class will be divided into nearly equal-sized classes.  Each breed, plus crossbred, will have a champion and reserve champion; a grand champion and reserve grand champion gilt will be chosen.  Purebreds will be shown by date of birth with no more than a 30-day age spread in a single class. The superintendent may use weight instead of age to make up the crossbred gilt classes.

Show order: 
-Purebred Gilts, Crossbred Gilts, Purebred Barrows, Crossbred Barrows, Grand Drives, Showmanship-
The champion and reserve champion of each purebred class and crossbred class will be brought to the ring for the grand drive. All reserve champions will be announced first and will remain in the holding pens until Grand and Reserve Grand overall champions are selected. Judges will also select the top five (5) overall for gilts and barrows. 

Showmanship – For showmanship rules see the Showmanship Guidelines. This includes divisions.

** NEW **
   COUNTY BORN AND RAISED SWINE SHOW
1. Swine must be born and raised in Howard County. The 4-H member must either own or purchase the purebred gilt or purebred barrow from a Howard County swine producer.
1. Any gilt or barrow that is determined not to be born in the county and/or is not being raised in the county will be ineligible to show in this class.
1. MUST be purebred gilt or barrow. You will have to show registration papers at check-in. Crossbreds will NOT be shown in the County Born and Raised class. 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk94256131]Swine in the county-born and raised class can show with their breeds as well as the county-born and raised class.
1. The swine committee may verify the location of the animal within the county. All eligibility by the Swine Committee is final.
1. 4-H members may choose ONE gilt or ONE barrow to show in this class. 4-H'ers may not show more than one animal in this class
Participants who win this class do not go out for Grand Drive.

HEALTH 
1. Brucellosis testing: 
· Swine from Indiana does not need a brucellosis test. 
· Swine from outside the state does not need a brucellosis test, if the state of origin is classified as brucellosis-free by USDA. A certificate of veterinary inspection is still required. 
2. Pseudorabies testing:
· Swine from Indiana does not need a pseudorabies test. 
· Swine from outside the state do not need a pseudorabies test if the state of origin is classified as pseudorabies-free by USDA. A certificate of veterinary inspection is still required. 

3. All swine that is to be sold at a breed sale should have a certificate of veterinary inspection issued within 30 days before the sale to facilitate interstate movement after the sale. 

For more information on swine health requirements, call the Indiana State Board of Animal Health at (317) 554-2400 or visit BOAH’s website at: https://www.in.gov/boah/species-information/swinepigs/
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