Pigeons

OBJECTIVE:  This project offers 4-H members the opportunity to participate in a program where they can care for, raise, and show their pigeons.  Pigeons require a small amount of space.  If you have room in a building, there is very little expense in getting started in this hobby.  Members in this project learn the proper way to keep their pigeons clean and healthy, along with keeping records, taming, training, and conditioning the birds for showing.

DIVISIONS/LEVELS:
	Level 1		Grades 3 – 5
	Level 2		Grades 6 – 8
	Level 3		Grades 9 – 12

MANUAL:  4-H Pigeon Resource Manual, 4-H 742 (used all years in project)

RECORD SHEETS:  Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 

1. All 4-H members must be enrolled by the State 4-H enrollment deadline. The possession deadline is May 15th.                 
2. Pigeons must be owned by the 4-H Club member or owned in partnership.  See Rule #3 under Livestock Exhibit Rules for further information on ownership and partnership requirements.
3. Pigeons should be of a recognized breed.
4. Records should be kept on the feeding, egg-laying, hatching, and banding of the young birds.
5. 4-H members are limited to exhibiting six (6) birds regardless of their breed.  They may be shown in any class of young, old hen, or old cock.
6. 4‑H member MUST BE PRESENT to hold their own animals at the time of judging.  See Rule #10 under Livestock Exhibit Rules for further information.
7. In the event of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by rules, the Pigeon Superintendent will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.
CLASSES:
1. Pigeons will be judged on how well they compare to the ideal standard for their breed.
2. Pigeons will be entered in one of the following:
A. OLD COCK:  Any male hatched before the current year 
B. OLD HEN: Any female hatched before the current year  
C. YOUNG:  Must be banded with a current-year band.
Note:  Due to the early date of the county show, young males and females are hard to sex, so they are shown together.  There are also classes set up for this project at the State Fair which you may enter and exhibit your birds.
Pigeons will be Judged as Follows:
1. Young birds will be judged in the first class. All birds will be rated Blue for excellent, Red for standard, and White for below standard or poor condition. From the Blue Ribbon birds only (unless there are no Blue Ribbons) there will be a Champion and Reserve Champion chosen.
2. Old hens will be judged second just as the young bird class. If any bird shows signs of being a cock it may be moved to the cock class.
3. Old cocks will be judged next, just as in the previous class.
4. Next, all three Champion birds will be judged for Grand Champion. The Reserve Grand Champion will be selected from the two remaining Champions and the Reserve Champion in the category from which the Grand Champion was chosen.
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