Llama & Alpaca

STATE FAIR: Separate entries are required for participation. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The educational 4-H llama program and related activities (such as workshops and tours) provide youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops both llama and alpaca subject skills (such as nutrition, housing, and health care) and life skills (such as responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communications) under the direction of caring adults.

MANUAL:  Beginner (Grades 3 – 5) 4-H-996; Intermediate (Grades 6 – 8) 4-H-997; Advanced (Grades 9 – 12) 4-H-998

RECORD SHEET: Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 
1. All 4-H members must be enrolled by the State 4-H enrollment deadline. All llamas and alpacas must be in member's possession by MAY 15TH to be eligible to exhibit in the county and State Fair.
2. A 4-H member may enroll a maximum of three (3) llamas or alpacas.
3. All llamas and alpacas must be individually identified in 4-H Online with two (2) full-color photos showing all four (4) legs and the animal's face by May 15th. 

4. Any given beef, dairy, horses, ponies, goats, llamas, sheep, and swine MAY NOT be enrolled by more than one 4-H member, except for brothers and sisters, and then only on separate forms.
5. All animals must be owned by the 4-H Club member, owned in partnership, owned by the family, or leased.  See Rule #3 under Livestock Exhibit Rules for further information on ownership, partnership, or lease requirements.
6. A 4-H member must be present and show their own animal. (Refer to Livestock Exhibit Rule #10.)
7. In the event of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by the rules, the Llama/Alpaca Superintendent will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.

RULES - GENERAL: 
1.  Only show officials and exhibitors are permitted in the show ring. 
2. All questions should be addressed to the llama/alpaca superintendent. 

SHOW / TENT 
1.  During the fair, all 4-H members will be expected to help set up, clean up, and take down the fair stalls.  Llama members need to help clean up the tent area on Tuesday evening.
2.  4-H members exhibiting Llamas or Alpacas must provide their own feed, feed boxes, water buckets, bedding, and care for their own animals. 





CLASSES 
1.  Showmanship (Required) – Member demonstrates the ability to show his/her animal to its best advantage at halter. Judging is based on the exhibitor’s basic skill in fitting, grooming, following directions, and style of presenting the animal to the judge for evaluation. The animal’s conformation is not to be considered. 
2.  Obstacle – Member and animals are judged on their ability to negotiate obstacles. 
3.  Pack– member and animals are judged on their ability to negotiate obstacles and perform activities in the backcountry while carrying a pack. 
4.  Public Relations – Member and animals are judged on their ability to negotiate obstacles and perform activities in the community. 
5.  Costume – Member and animal are judged on originality, difficulty in training an animal to accept and exhibit costume, and suitability to the theme (exhibitor's choice). Exhibitors must submit a one (1) minute narrative to be read during the scheduled start of the class. 
6.  Driving - Member walks/trots their llama by ground driving or cart and shows the animal's ability to respond to commands given verbally and/or through a driving halter and reins. Member and animal are judged on training, driver's skill, coordination of driver and animal, smoothness, and accuracy of execution of the obstacles. The use of the cart is based on the skill level and training of the member and the animal. Any llama not showing the ability to safely use the cart may be restricted to ground driving during the fair at the discretion of the project leader. 
7.  Overall Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion Llama and Alpaca Performance– Throughout all the classes, there will be points awarded based on the 4-H'ers placement in the class (see below). The points for each 4-H member from all six classes will be totaled at the end of the competition. The Grand, Reserve Grand and top awards will be determined by the cumulative points from the obstacle, showmanship, and at least 2 other classes. (NOTE: Member must show in a minimum of 4 classes to be considered for the top awards.) Reserve Grand Champion will go to the 4-H'er with the 2nd highest point total. In case of a tie, the points on the obstacle will be the tie-breaker.

• Champion – 30 points; 
• Reserve Champion – 25 points; 
• 3rd place – 20 points; 
• 4th place – 15 points;
• 5th place – 10 points; and 
• 6th place – 5 points. 

SHOWMANSHIP: 
1.  Competition in showmanship contests for livestock exhibitors will be required for all 4-H exhibitors in the llama or alpaca projects. 
2.  Junior and Intermediate Showmanship winners must advance to the next level. 
3.  Once a 4-H member advances to the next division, the 4-H member is not allowed to return to the previous division. 
4.  Grade is the grade the 4-H’er is in at the time of enrollment (March 1). 
5.  The following divisions will be offered: 
Beginner: grade 3
Junior: grades 4 - 5 
Intermediate: grades 6 - 8 
Senior: grades 9 - 12 






STATE FAIR REQUIREMENTS: 
1. The State Fair entry form must be done online per exhibitor according to the State Fair Entry Department guidelines/dates. 
2. Each Llama and Alpaca may only be shown by one 4-H member at the Indiana State Fair. 
3. Animals entered at the State Fair must be owned (or leased) and cared for by the 4-H member by May 15, and remain under the same continuous care until show day. 
4. 4-H animals sold or purchased privately or offered for sale after the enrollment deadline and before the Indiana State Fair shall not be eligible to show at the State Fair. See the State Fair book for additional information on any questions.

HEALTH: Any animal that exhibits symptoms of disease that may be infectious or contagious must be removed from the premises when requested by the superintendent. Failure to meet all health requirements will necessitate the removal of all animals presented by the exhibitor. 
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