Goat

STATE FAIR: Separate entries must be made to participate. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The 4-H goat educational program and related activities (such as workshops, and tours) provide youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience which develops both goat subject skills (such as nutrition, housing, and health care) and life skills (such as responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communications) under the direction of caring adults.

MANUAL: 4-H 135R Goat Resource Handbook (one per family)

RECORD SHEET:	Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 

1. 4-H members may enter goats of more than one breed.
2. All goats must wear a well-fitting collar and have a tie chain available.
3. All goats should have trimmed hooves and be well-groomed.

4. Any given beef, dairy, horses, ponies, goats, sheep, and swine MAY NOT be enrolled by more than one 4-H member, except for brothers and sisters, and then only on separate forms.

5. All 4-H goat members MUST BE YQCA or QLC certified by the required date set by the livestock committee.
6. All goats must be polled, disbudded, or dehorned, except Boer goats.  ONLY Boer goats will be allowed to have horns at the Howard County 4-H Fair.
7. [bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]A county tag can be used if not tattooed. Scrappie tags are not acceptable.
8. There will be no buck classes.
9. Not more than 10 goats may be entered and exhibited at the county fair by any one exhibitor, and not more than two (2) females in any one class. Only three (3) wethers per exhibitor may be entered and exhibited at the county fair, but only one (1) wether per exhibitor may be sold in the auction.
10. Record Sheets are available for project completion if the 4-H member is NOT exhibiting. 
11.  All exhibitors are responsible for the cleanliness of their pens and walkways.
12. A 4-H member must be present and show their animal. (Refer to livestock rule #10).
13. Ages of animals calculated as of show date.
14. In the event of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by rules, the Goat Superintendent will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.
15. Showmanship: For showmanship rules see the Showmanship Guidelines. This includes divisions. 

16. There must be a minimum of five boer goats not owned or shown by the winning 4-H’er for the Supreme Showmanship Entrant to choose to exhibit with boer goats.  If this standard is not met, the goat entrant will use dairy goats.


Boer Goats

1. All Boer wethers must be ear-tagged with the 5-digit county ear tag by May 15th. 

2. Boer goat does registered must have a breed registry tattoo. 
3. A county tag can be used if not tattooed. Scrappie tags are not acceptable.

4. All goats should be well groomed. Boer goats are not required to be clipped; however short glossy hair is desirable.  

5. All percentage and full blood boer goats will show together.

6. There must be a minimum of five (5) goats in any class for that class to be judged separately.  Otherwise, the classes will be divided by age into nearly equal numbers.
 
BOER GOAT CLASSES:
Wethers:
1. Market Class (Wethers only).  Classes are by weight, determined after weigh-in.  The minimum weight for Boer wethers is 50 lbs. A Grand Champion Boer Wether will be selected from market class winners.
2. All Boer goat wethers under minimum weight (50 pounds) will be allowed to show but will NOT be allowed to sell in the auction.
3. All wethers must be shown with milk teeth in place.
4. Wethers must be born after September 1 of the previous year to be eligible to show. 

Does:
1. Junior Doe Classes
a. under 3 months of age
b. 3 months old to under 6 months old
c. 6 months old to under 9 months old
d. 9 months old to under 12 months old
e. Champion Junior Doe (from classes A, b, c, and d)
f. [image: boer]Reserve Champion Junior Doe
2. Yearling Doe Classes
a. 12 months old to under 16 months old
b. 16 months old to under 20 months old
c. 20 months old to under 24 months old
d. Champion Yearling Doe (from classes A, b, and c)
e. Reserve Champion Yearling Doe
3. Senior Doe Classes
a. 24 months old to under 30 months old
b. 30 months old to under 36 months old
c. 36 months old and older
d. Champion Senior Doe (from classes A, b, and c)
e. Reserve Champion Senior Doe





Dairy Goats
1. All dairy wethers must have a 5-digit county tag or an individual/unique permanent tattoo in the ears (except LaMancha goats, which would be in the tail web). The tattoo must include a herd ID and animal ID.
2. All dairy goats should be clean-clipped within thirty (30) days preceding the show.  Clip the entire goats leaving the tail in a pom-pom or brush out.  
3. 4-H members must milk their goat(s) during the milk production contest. Any assistance in milking must first be approved by the goat superintendent.
4. A pre-show milk-out time will be established by the superintendents. This means that you may milk any time of day or night you desire but you must milk all goats dry at established time on show day.  A superintendent will check them.
5. All goats competing for championship honors that are in milk may be required by the judge to be milked before making the final placing.

DAIRY GOAT CLASSES:
Wethers:
1. Market Class (Wethers only).  Classes are by weight, determined after weigh-in. A Grand Champion Dairy Wether will be selected from the market class winners.
2. Wethers must be born after September 1 of the previous year to be eligible to show. 
Does:
1. Junior Kid:  born on or after April 1st of the current calendar year and on or before June 15th of the current calendar year.
2. Intermediate Kid:  born March 1st to March 31st of the current year.
3. Senior Kid: born January 1st to February 28th of the current year.
4. Dry Yearling:  one year and under two years that has never freshened.
a. Champion Junior Doe (from Classes 1, 2 and 3)
b. Reserve Champion Junior Doe
5. One year and under two years, milking.
6. Two years and under three years, milking.
7. Three years and under five years, milking.
8. Five years and over, milking.
a. Champion Senior Doe (from Classes 4, 5, 6 and 7)
b. Reserve Champion Senior Doe
c. Grand Champion Doe
d. Reserve Grand Champion Doe.
9. Dam and Daughter:  both must have been shown in singles class.  Dam and daughter are considered one entry.














Pygmy Goats
1. All registered pygmy goats must have a microchip or an individual/unique permanent tattoo in the ears that matches the registration papers. The tattoo must include a herd ID and animal ID.
2. All unregistered pygmy goats must have a scrapie tattoo or scrapie tag. 
3. All goats should be well groomed.  Pygmy goats are not to be clipped.

PYGMY GOAT CLASSES:
Wethers:
1. Three (3) wethers per exhibitor may be entered and exhibited.
2. Wethers will be divided into three age group classes.
a. Wether under 1 year
b. Wether over 1 year
· Grand and Reserve Grand Champion Pygmy Wether
Does:
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Junior Kid:  Under 3 months.
2. Intermediate Kid:  3 months to under 6 months.
3. Senior Kid: 6 months to under 12 months. 
4. Unfreshened Yearlings- 12 months to under 24 months.
a. Junior Champion & Reserve Junior Champion Doe
5. Milking Doe – any age.
6. Freshened Doe – 12 months to under 24 months. 
7. Two-Year-Old Does
8. Three-Year-Old Does
9. Four-Year-Old Does 
10. Does Five Years and Older
a. Senior Champion & Reserve Senior Champion Doe
b. Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion Pygmy Doe 

BOAH HEALTH AND EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS:

A. Limitations on Exhibition
This section describes limitations on exhibiting animals in Indiana. Other exhibition limitations may be described in the species-specific requirements that follow.

1.   Failure to meet all animal health requirements will result in removal of animals from the exhibition premises.

2.   The following animals are not eligible for exhibition in Indiana:
	a. Animals that originate from a herd that is under quarantine.
	b. An animal prohibited from exhibition under any law or order.
	c. Any animal classified as a brucellosis "suspect".
	d. Animals showing signs of any infectious or communicable disease or that are a health hazard to people or other animals.
	e. Any animal that does not meet state animal health requirements.

3.   Any animal that develops or shows signs of any infectious or communicable disease during the exhibition must be removed from the premises, including the surrounding exhibition grounds. An owner who is disputing the exclusion of his/her animal(s) from the exhibition may not exhibit the animal in question pending any appeal.

The State Veterinarian is authorized to make the final determination as to an animal's eligibility for exhibition. The state veterinarian may order the removal of any animal from the exhibition grounds.

Exhibition organizers may impose health requirements in addition to those prescribed by BOAH. Added requirements may not contradict requirements imposed by BOAH.

Exhibition organizers may have a licensed and accredited veterinarian review animals and animal health documentation during the exhibition.

1. SEE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SPECIES.

2. No goats may be exhibited that are showing signs of being infected with ringworm. 

3. Identification: (Only wethers under the age of 18 months do not require scrapies program identification) 

All exhibition animals must be permanently and individually identified by an acceptable method. Official ear tags are tags approved by the USDA. Official ear tags must bear the US shield to be considered official identification (official ear tags placed before March 11, 2015, that do not have the US shield will be accepted.) Official identification acceptable for specific species of livestock exhibited in Indiana are as follows:

• Scrapie program flock tags 
• Electronic implant (goats only), for breed-registered animals only when noted on registration paperwork 
• Tattoo, if accompanied by registration papers with tattoo noted 
• Tattoo of the scrapie flock ID number along with an individual animal ID number 

For more information on goat health requirements, call the Indiana State Board of Animal Health (317) 544-2400 or visit BOAH’s website at: https://www.in.gov/boah/species-information/cattle-sheep-and-other-ruminants/sheep-and-goats/
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