Dog

STATE FAIR: Separate entries must be made to participate. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The 4-H Dog Project provides youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops life skills, as well as teaches valuable information about properly caring for their animal. Subjects such as general care, nutrition housing, training, and health care are presented in the curricular materials, through workshops, and in preparation for an exhibit. Youth also have the opportunity to develop responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communication skills through active participation in the 4-H Dog Project. 

MANUAL: Level 1 (Grades 3 – 5) BU-8166 Wiggles and Wags. 
     Level 2 (Grades 6 – 8) BU-8167 Canine Correction. 
     Level 3 (Grades 9 – 12) BU-8168 Leading the Pack, 
     Dog Resource Handbook (4-H 201R) one per family

RECORD SHEET: Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 

VACCINATION FORM: 4-H 671-W Certification of Vaccination (Note: This is due at or before 1st meeting of the year.)
1. 4-H members are encouraged to attend the 4-H Dog Workshops for training of their dog. These dates will be shared with those enrolled once established.
2. Feed, train, and care for your own dog or family dog.
3. The dog must be at least six (6) months of age by March 1st as verified by the veterinarian or registration papers.  However, puppies, under the current age requirement of 6 months by March 1st are allowed to come to classes at a kindergarten level.  These handler/dog teams may compete the following year at level 1B or above.  The level is to be assigned by the 4‑H leader(s).
4. Dogs may be purebred, or of a mixed breed, however, the 4‑H dog may not have a parent, either sire or dam, which is related to wild canines, such as wolves or coyote or any other hybrid thereof.  Certain required vaccinations have not been proven effective in wolf-hybrids; therefore, because wolf-hybrids cannot meet the vaccination requirements of the Indiana Board of Animal Health, wolf-hybrid dogs cannot be shown in the 4-H dog program.
5. All 4-H dogs must be accompanied by the 4-H 671 certificate of vaccination, (original only; no photocopies) signed by a licensed, accredited veterinarian indicating the dog has been vaccinated for rabies, distemper, hepatitis, parvovirus, leptospirosis, and kennel cough. Vaccination shots will not be administered to dogs at the show. Dates must be included for each vaccine.  A certificate must be given to your 4‑H leader before the dog is allowed to practice with the club.  The certificate must also be presented at the show, or the dog will not be allowed to be shown.

6. A 4-H dog may not be exhibited if they are showing symptoms of any communicable disease or parasites (including ticks and fleas).
7. Annual Heartworm tests and fecal parasite exams are highly recommended procedures.
8. Death or Loss of a Dog.  If a handler loses a dog due to death or some other misfortune, that handler will be able to replace and show a new dog. The dog will be placed in the classification that the leader(s) decide upon.
9. One 4‑H member may show two (2) dogs in two different divisions.
10. AGGRESSION: Any dog exhibiting aggression, such as biting, snapping, snarling, etc., will be given 2 warnings.  On the third occasion, the dog will be dismissed from class and not allowed in any future classes or to exhibit at the county show.  EXCEPTION...if on the first occasion, the dog blatantly attacks anyone or any dog or is deemed uncontrollable, it will be dismissed immediately.  This is in the interest of the safety of others associated with the show.
11. Record sheets are available for completion if the 4-H member is NOT exhibiting. It is highly recommended to show your dog at the Howard County 4‑H Dog Show. 
12. The same dog may be shown by more than 1 FAMILY MEMBER IF that dog is the only dog available to the family.  However, the dog may not be shown in the same obedience or showmanship levels.  Only 1 4‑H member may show the dog at the STATE FAIR.
13. A 4‑H member must show Obedience to be eligible to show in any other class for any project year.
14. Female dogs who are "in season" on the day of the show may go through competition at another location usually an hour before or after the show at the discretion of the leaders AND only if the judge agrees to do so.  Also, female dogs who are "in season" may not attend any classes.
15. Appropriate attire is required in all dog show classes. Exposing cleavage, bare midriff, or buttocks is inappropriate, and will be penalized. Smooth-soled boots, high heels, loose-fitting shoes, floppy sandals, or other unsafe footwear are not appropriate attire. Refer to the Showmanship classes below for attire regulations specific to Showmanship.

OBEDIENCE CLASSES:
1. All 4-H dogs must wear a well-fitted slip, buckle (preferred), or martingale (preferred) collar made of leather (preferred), fabric, or chain to be exhibited in obedience classes. The leash may be made of fabric or leather and must be six (6) feet in length. Collar tags will not be allowed in the 4-H show. 4-H dogs being raised for the handicapped programs are exempt from the collar tags. Head halters are useful training tools and are acceptable in the 4-H training program. However, the head halter is not acceptable show equipment.
2. The 4-H member may not move back to a lower class than the one they entered in previous years, with the same dog.
3. Ties for all obedience classes will be broken by exercises picked by the judge.
a. Class 1A – For 4‑H members with no previous formal dog training experience with a dog that has received no obedience training before January 1st of the current year. (Repeatable for exhibition only.)
b. Class 1B – For 4-H members with previous dog training experience, (including showing in 4-H 1A) or for 4-H members with no experience whose dogs have had training which disqualifies them for 1A. (Repeatable for exhibition only.) 
c. Class 2A – For 4‑H members and dogs that have completed 1A or 1B. (Repeatable for exhibition only.)
d. Class 2B – For 4‑H members and dogs that have completed class 2A. (May repeat until ready for class 3A.)
e. Class 3A – For 4‑H members and dogs that have completed second-year work. (Repeatable for exhibition only.)
f. Class 3B – For 4‑H members and dogs which have been in 3A but are not ready for fourth year work. (May repeat.)
g. Class 4A – For 4‑H members and dogs that have completed third-year work.  (Repeatable for exhibition only.)
h. Class 4B – For 4‑H members and dogs which have been in 4A but are not ready for fifth year work.  (May repeat.)
i. Class 5A – For 4‑H members and dogs that have completed fourth-year work.  (Repeatable for exhibition only.)
j. Class 5B – For 4‑H members and dogs which have been in 5A but are not ready for fifth year work.  (May repeat.)
k. Class 6A – For 4‑H members and dogs that have completed fifth-year work.  (Repeatable for exhibition only.)
l. Class 6B – For 4‑H members and dogs that have been in 6A.  (may repeat)
m. Veterans – For 4-H members whose dogs are at least seven (7) years old or are physically challenged.  The dog must have completed at least class 2-B in previous years.  Dogs that are physically challenged must be accompanied by a letter from a veterinarian stating that the dog is unable to perform jumping and/or retrieving exercises.  A dog may not be shown in any other obedience class once they have competed in the Veteran's class.  This class may be repeated.

DOG SHOWMANSHIP
1. It is recommended that in Showmanship a 4‑H member uses a shorter, lightweight, lead that meets AKC breed requirements for the conformation class.  (This is expected at the State Fair.)
2. Proper attire: Girl’s dress, skirt and blouse, culottes, or dress pants. Boys-dress pants, dress shirts; (coat and tie are optional.)  Inappropriate attire: smooth-soled boots, high heels, backless slip-on shoes, loose-fitting shoes, or another unsafe footwear.
3. Divisions are based on the Showmanship Guidelines for the Howard County 4-H Program.

LEADER DOG CLASS
1. All leader dogs will be shown in their separate division.
2. This division will include all leader dogs regardless of the experience of the dog or handler.
3. The leader dog shall not compete for grand champion obedience awards or reserve grand champion obedience awards.
4. Leader dog winners will receive separate awards.
5. To exhibit in the leader dog division, there is no minimum age requirement for the dog, but all 4‑H health requirements must be met. A champion 4-H leader dog trophy will be awarded to the First-place dog in the division.

HIGH POINT DOG
The selection for High Point Dog will be based on the following:
1. 4-H Dog Obedience Score
2. Score from 4-H Dog Showmanship.
3. A written exam based on age-appropriate 4-H Dog Curriculum Guides (Level 1 BU-8166 Wiggles and Wags; Level 2 BU-8167 Canine Correction;  Level 3 BU-8168 Leading the Pack), 4-H Companion Animal Dog Obedience (4-H-357-W), Indiana 4-H Dog Showmanship (4-H-716-W), Dog Record of Glossary of Terms (4-H-390-W), and the Howard County 4-H Dog rules in the 4-H Project Summary.
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