Dairy Calves & Dairy Feeder Steers

STATE FAIR: Separate entries must be made to participate. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The educational 4-H dairy program and related activities (such as workshops and tours) provide youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops both dairy subject skills (such as nutrition, housing, and health care) and life skills (such as responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communications) under the direction of caring adults.

RECORD SHEET: Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 
1. All dairy animals must be in possession and enrolled in 4-H Online by May 15th.
2. All dairy cattle must have an 840-RFID.

3. Any given beef, dairy, horses, ponies, goats, sheep, and swine MAY NOT be enrolled by more than one 4-H member, except for brothers and sisters, and then only on separate forms.
4. Dairy animals may be registered or graded. 
5. 4-H dairy members must have access to a dairy cow or heifer by ownership, partnership, or lease agreement. See Rule #3 under Livestock Exhibit Rules for further information on ownership and partnership requirements.
6. All Dairy members MUST BE YQCA or QLC certified by the required date set by the livestock committee.
7. The Dairy Lease program is only for 4-H members who do not own their own dairy cows and/or heifers. Leasing a dairy heifer will be considered the equivalent of ownership.  The 4-H member should be regularly involved in the care of the heifer regardless of where the heifer is kept, and the 4-H member should have exclusive show rights to the heifer during the 4-H lease period.  Lease agreement forms are available from the Extension Office.
8. A 4-H dairy member may enter and show only three (3) animals per class.
9. All dairy animals must have a form of permanent identification, such as a tattoo or ear tag.
10. The following are age limits as set by the State Fair for Holstein, Guernsey, Jersey, Ayrshire, Milking Shorthorn, and Brown Swiss:
CLASSES:
1. Spring Heifer ‑ Born March 1 or later (at least 4 months old).
2. Winter Heifer ‑ Born December 1 of the previous year to February 28 of the current year
3. Fall Heifer ‑ Born September 1 of the previous year to November 30 of the previous year
4. Summer Yearling Heifer ‑ Born June 1 from 1 year before August 31 from 1 year prior.
5. Spring Yearling Heifer ‑ Born March 1 from 1 year before May 31 from 1 year prior.
6. Winter Yearling Heifer ‑ Born December 1 from 2 years before February 29 of the previous year 
7. Fall Yearling Heifer ‑ Born September 1 from 2 years before November 30 from 2 years prior
8. Jr. Two-Year-Old Cow ‑ Born March 1 from 2 years before August 31 from 3 years prior
9. Sr. Two-Year-Old Cow ‑ Born September 1 from 3 years before February 28 from 2 years prior.
10. Three-Year-Old Cow ‑ Born September 1 from 4 years before February 28 from 3 years prior
11. Four Year and Over Cow ‑ Born before August 31 from 4 years prior or before
a. An animal in this classification must be bred or currently in milk.

11. COW-CALF CLASS
a. Cows must have an RFID tag and registration in place no later than May 15th, 
b. The calf must have a form of identification by ear tag or tattoo.
c. The calf must be born and raised by a Howard County 4-H member.
d. The calf must be born between January 1st and May 15th of the current year.  The calf must be halter broke.
e. Each cow-calf pair must be enrolled in 4-H Online on May 15th.
f. A limit of two cow-calf entries per 4-H member may be shown at the Howard County 4-H Fair.
g. Cow-calf entries must be shown by Howard County 4-H members.
h. Cow-calf entries are NOT eligible for Grand or Reserve Grand Champion Heifer.
12. All 4-H dairy feeder steers must be enrolled in the county and state 4-H beef & dairy steer enrollment form by May 15th.
13. All 4-H dairy feeder steers must be individually identified using a five-digit county ear tag and an RFID tag.
14. A 4-H member may enter and show up to two (2) dairy feeder steers at the county fair.
15. Dairy feeder steers will be shown according to weight.  Feeder steers must weigh from 300 to 750 pounds at check-in at the county fair. Underweight calves will not show at the Howard County 4-H Fair.  Overweight calves will show in the Dairy Steer class in the Beef portion of the Cattle Show.
16. 4-H dairy feeder steer classes will be determined after weigh-in at the county fair and broken down by weight.
17. Record sheets are available for project completion if the 4-H member is NOT exhibiting. 
18. All animals exhibited at the State Fair must follow the State Fair guidelines for exhibition as shown on the State Fair Website.  http://www.indianastatefair.com/state-fair/competitionscontests/4-h-competitions/ 
19. In case of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by regulations, the Cattle Committee will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.
20. Showmanship: For showmanship rules, see the Showmanship Guidelines. This includes divisions. 

· There must be a minimum of five Dairy Cattle not owned or shown by the winning 4-H’er for the Supreme Showmanship Entrant to choose to exhibit with Dairy Cattle.  The Cattle entrant will use Beef Cattle if this standard is not met.

· The judge will judge separate classes of Beef and Dairy for each level of showmanship.  He or She will then select, at his or her discretion, the number of entrants to bring back from each Senior Showmanship Class.  He or She will use their criteria to select the Supreme Showmanship Entrant from Cattle.
 
· Youth must select either Beef or Dairy for showmanship when entering their animals on Sunday night.  No changes will be made after Noon on Monday.












BOAH HEALTH AND EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS:

A. Limitations on Exhibition
This section describes limitations on exhibiting animals in Indiana. Other exhibition limitations may be described in the species-specific requirements that follow.

1.   Failure to meet all animal health requirements will result in removal of animals from the exhibition premises.

2.   The following animals are not eligible for exhibition in Indiana:
	a. Animals that originate from a herd that is under quarantine.
	b. An animal is prohibited from exhibition under any law or order.
	c. Any animal classified as a brucellosis "suspect".
	d. Animals showing signs of any infectious or communicable disease or that are a health hazard to people or other animals.
	e. Any animal that does not meet state animal health requirements.

3.   Any animal that develops or shows signs of any infectious or communicable disease during the exhibition must be removed from the premises, including the surrounding exhibition grounds. An owner who is disputing the exclusion of his/her animal(s) from the exhibition may not exhibit the animal in question pending any appeal.

The Cattle Committee and Extension Educator are authorized to make the final determination as to an animal's eligibility for exhibition. The state veterinarian, Cattle Committee, or Extension Educator may order the removal of any animal from the exhibition grounds.

Exhibition organizers may impose health requirements in addition to those prescribed by BOAH. Added requirements may not contradict requirements imposed by BOAH.

Exhibition organizers may have a licensed and accredited veterinarian review animals and animal health documentation during the exhibition.

1. SEE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SPECIES.

2. Cattle from Indiana do not need a brucellosis test or a tuberculosis test for exhibition in Indiana.

3. The following cattle from outside the state must test negative for tuberculosis within 60 days before the date of arrival at the exhibition:
	a. All sexually intact female dairy cattle that are 6 months of age or older will be sold or otherwise not removed from the state within 10 days of the fair.
	b. Cattle from states that are not designated tuberculosis-free by USDA must meet additional requirements for entry into Indiana. Contact the Indiana State Board of Animal Health for specific information.

4. Cattle from outside the state do not need a brucellosis test if the state of origin is classified as brucellosis-free by USDA.

5. All cattle, including Indiana cattle, that are to be offered for sale at an exhibition must have the necessary testing and other requirements completed within 30 days before the sale date.

For more information on cattle health requirements, call the Indiana State Board of Animal Health at (317) 544-2400 or visit BOAH’s website at: https://www.in.gov/boah/species-information/cattle-sheep-and-other-ruminants/cattle-dairy-and-beef/
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