Cat

STATE FAIR: Separate entries must be made to participate. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The 4-H Cat Project provides youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops life skills and teaches valuable information about properly caring for their animal. Subjects such as general care, nutrition, housing, and health care are presented in the curricular materials, through workshops, and in preparation for an exhibit. Youth also have the opportunity to develop responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communication skills through active participation in the 4-H Cat Project.

RECORD SHEET:  Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting)

VACCINATION FORM:  4-H 777-W Certification of Vaccination

1. Each 4-H member must be enrolled in the Cat Project in 4-H Online by May 15th.

2. Each 4-H member may show only his or her cat or a family cat. Only one regular 4-H member may show each cat. Mini 4-H’ers must provide a cat on the day of the show and are permitted to use a regular 4-H’ers cat to show. This is the only instance where multiple entrants may show a cat.

3. A 4-H member may exhibit only one shorthair cat, one longhair cat, and one kitten in this project, a total of no more than three (3) animals per 4-H’er. Substitution of cats will not be permitted on the day of the show.

4. The cat must be in the member's possession by May 15th to be eligible. 

5. The cat may be either purebred or a household pet.

6. All cats must have had Rabies, Panleukopenia, Rhinotracheitis, and calicivirus vaccinations before they can enter the 4-H Cat Show. Cats must also have been tested for Feline Leukemia within 180 days before the day of exhibition or had the Feline Leukemia vaccination in the calendar year.

7. Fecal parasite exam, Heartworm consultation, and Feline Immunodeficiency Virus test are highly recommended procedures but not mandatory for the Howard County 4-H Fair.

8. The cat must be fed and cared for by the 4-H member.

9. All cats must have met the health requirements mentioned above, and a health certificate signed by a licensed, accredited veterinarian must be presented at check-in.

10. All cats should come to the show in a cage or crate and leave in their cage or crate. The only time the animal should be removed from the cage is when they are showing or for last-minute grooming.  While animals are outside their cage or crate, they must be in a non-releasing harness or collar with an attached leash.  
11. It is recommended that you use a carpet square to show your cat at the county fair. The 4-H members should provide their own carpet square. 

12. All cats must have claws clipped or be declawed.

13. Cats will be classed according to (1) Cage Decoration, (2) Kitten Class, (3) Short Hair Breed, and (4) Long Hair Breeds.

14. Kittens are defined as 4-8 months of age. No animal under four months can be exhibited or brought to the show.

15. Any member can turn in a completed project record sheet at the county cat show to complete the project.  This is especially true if the cat is in season.  Cats that are in season, pregnant or lactating are not allowed to be exhibited.


CLASSES:  Long Hair, Short Hair, and Showmanship
Long Hair:  
1. Junior: 4-H member in grades 3-5 as of May 15th.
2. Intermediate: 4-H member in grades 6-8 as of May 15th.
3. Senior: 4-H member in grades 9-12 as of May 15th.
	
Short Hair
1. Junior: 4-H member in grades 3-5 as of May 15th.
2. Intermediate: 4-H member in grades 6-8 as of May 15th.
3. Senior: 4-H member in grades 9-12 as of May 15th.
	
Cage Decoration
		All divisions are shown together.

Kitten Class:
· All divisions are shown together. 

Showmanship: Same divisions as long hair and short hair. 
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