Beef
(Including Beef Starter Calves)

STATE FAIR: Separate entries are required for participation. See State Fair Guidelines for more information.

OBJECTIVE: The educational 4-H beef program and related activities (such as workshops and tours) provide youth with a fun and hands-on learning experience that develops both beef subject skills (such as nutrition, housing, and health care) and life skills (such as responsibility, decision-making, nurturing, and communications). Skills are learned under the direction of caring adults.

MANUAL: 4-H 117R, Beef Resource Handbook (one per family)

RECORD SHEET: Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 

Beef ID 
Registered Heifers – 840-RFID and Tattoo that matches registration papers  
Market Heifers – 840-RFID and 5-digit County Tag
Steers - 840-RFID and 5-digit County Tag
Feeder/Starter Steers & Heifers – 840-RFID 

1. Purebred heifers must have registration papers from their breed association and be identified by registration number or dam registration number and birth date at the time of enrollment. In cases where a heifer is eligible to be registered but is from a dam that is not of sufficient percentage to be registered, a tattoo is required. Registration papers must be presented at fair check-in.

2. All 4-H Beef members MUST BE QLC or YQCA certified by the required date set by the livestock committee.

3. Any given beef, dairy, horses, ponies, goats, sheep, and swine MAY NOT be enrolled by more than one 4-H member, except for brothers and sisters, and then only on separate forms.

4. Enrolled animals must be owned by the 4‑H exhibitor by the enrollment deadline and must be under the same continuous care, responsibility, and ownership through the date of the show, except where a change in ownership was to the 4‑H member’s complete ownership.

5. Animals must have a readable ear tattoo identical to that on the registration certificate. Only one tattoo number for the pedigree will be permitted. Only registration papers issued by the breed association will be acceptable ‑ no photocopies or carbon copies.

6. Cattle with horns will not be allowed to show at the county fair. Dehorning of 4‑H cattle of horned breeds is recommended for safety.

7. All beef animals that require ear tagging must have such ear tags throughout the auction. A member may not remove an ear tag.
8. Classes will be determined by breed determined in the registration on 4-H Online and Fair Entry. If no registration papers are presented at the fair, they will be shown in crossbred class. 

9. 4‑H steers must have their milk teeth in place and no permanent teeth showing or evidence thereof.  The Beef Superintendent will appoint a mouther whose decision shall be final.

10. All 4‑H Beef exhibitors must tie their animals as designated by the Beef Superintendent.

11. A 4-H member must be present and show their own animal. (Refer to livestock rule #10.)

12. Muzzles and electrical prodders will not be allowed.

13. If there is a power shortage in the barns, those with more than one fan per calf on barn power will be asked to shut down to one fan per calf on barn power. All fans must have proper safety-approved shrouds.

14. In the event of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by rules, the Beef Superintendent will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.

HEIFER CLASSES:
1. All registered beef heifers will be shown by breed determined in 4-H Online and Fair Entry. No more than two animals may be entered and shown in the same heifer age group. 
        	Age groups are: 
a. Senior Heifer Calves born September 1 to October 31
b. Late Summer Yearling Heifers born July 1 to August 31
c. Early Summer Yearling Heifers born May 1 to June 30
d. Spring Yearling Heifers born March 1 to April 30
e. Junior Yearling Heifers born January 1 to Feb 29
f. Senior Yearling Heifers born September 1 of last year to December 31 of last year

1. Heifers in the Commercial, Other Breeds, and Market heifer classes will be divided by weight rather than age. 

2. The first-place heifers in each breed class will show to select that breed's Champion and Reserve Champion heifer. The Champion in each breed will compete for the Grand Champion 4‑H Heifer. The Grand Champion's reserve will then show with the remaining Champions for Reserve Grand Champion. The top three (3) overall will be selected after the Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion are picked.

3. Best Two-Year Heifer Class: 
a. Heifers eligible cannot be shown in this class and their breed class. (Must show in one or the other)
b. Best Two-Year Heifer is eligible for Grand Drive. 
c. Feeder Claves that have been shown at the Howard County Fair can be sold to another exhibitor and shown in the Best Two-Year class. The calf must show the same identification (Tag or Tattoo); failure to do so will render the calf ineligible to show. 






4. COUNTY BORN AND RAISED HEIFER SHOW
a. Heifers must be born and raised in Howard County.  The 4‑H member must either own the heifer or purchase the heifer from a Howard County beef producer.
b. Any heifer that is determined not to be born in the county and/or is not raised in the county will be ineligible to show at the Howard County 4‑H Fair.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk94256131]Heifers in the county-born and raised class can show with their breeds as well as the county-born and raised class.
d. The Beef committee may verify the location of the animal within the county. All eligibility by the Beef Committee is final.
e. All breeds show together. The class will be after Grand Drive. Participants in this class may also be shown in a breed class. Participants who win this class do not go out for Grand Drive.

STEER CLASSES:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk94189556]Steer classes will show by breed determined in 4-H Online and Fair Entry (including crossbred and all other breeds) and according to weight. The first-place steers in each breed class will show to select that breed's Champion and Reserve Champion steer. The Champion in each breed will compete for the Grand Champion 4‑H Steer. The Grand Champion's reserve will then show with the remaining Champions for Reserve Grand Champion. The top 3 overall will be selected after the Grand and Reserve Grand Champion

2. An animal enrolled in a particular breed may be changed to crossbred for the State Fair only before entries are made at the State Fair and must meet the deadlines and identification requirements.

3. Best Two-Year Steer Class: 
a. Steers eligible cannot be shown in this class and their breed class. (Must show in one or the other)
b. Best Two-Year Steer is eligible for Grand Drive. 
c. Feeder Claves that have been shown at the Howard County Fair can be sold to another exhibitor and shown in the Best Two-Year class. The calf must show the same identification (Tag or Tattoo); failure to do so will render the calf ineligible to show. 

MARKET HEIFERS
Market heifers will be shown by weight only and will compete in the Steer Grand Drive.

4. COUNTY BORN AND RAISED STEER SHOW
a. Steers must be born and raised in Howard County. The 4‑H'er must either own the calf or purchase the calf from a Howard County beef producer.
b. Any steer that is determined not to be born in the county and/or is not being raised in the county will be ineligible to show at the Howard County 4‑H Fair.
c. Steers in the county-born and raised class can show in their breeds as well as the county-born and raised class.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk94189010]The Beef committee may verify the location of the animal within the county. All eligibility by the Beef Committee is final.
e. All breeds show together. The class will be after Grand Drive. Participants in this class may show in a breed class as well. Participants who win this class do not go out for Grand Drive.





COW – CALF CLASS
a. Cows must be either tattooed and registered or have an RFID tag by May 15th of the current year. 
b. The calf must have a form of identification by ear tag or tattoo.
c. The calf must be bred, born, and raised by a Howard County 4-H member.
d. The calf must be born between December 1st and May 15th of the current year. The calf must be halter broke.
e. Each cow-calf pair must be enrolled in 4-H Online by May 15th. 
f. Limit of two cow-calf entries per 4-H member may be shown at the Howard County 4-H Fair.
g. Cow-calf entries must be shown by Howard County 4-H members.
h. Cow-calf entries are NOT eligible for Grand or Reserve Grand Champion Heifer.

SHOWMANSHIP 
For showmanship rules see the Showmanship Guidelines. This includes divisions. 

a. There must be a minimum of five Dairy Cattle not owned or shown by the winning 4-H’er for the Supreme Showmanship Entrant to choose to exhibit with Dairy Cattle.  If this standard is not met, the Cattle entrant will use Beef Cattle.
b. Judge will judge separate classes of Beef and Dairy for each level of showmanship.  He or She will then select, at his or her discretion, the number of entrants to bring back from each Senior Showmanship Class.  He or She will use their criteria to select the Supreme Showmanship Entrant from Cattle.
c. Youth must select either Beef or Dairy for showmanship when entering their animals on Sunday night.  No changes will be made after Noon on Monday.























Beef Starter Calves

1. The project consists of heifers and steers born November 1 of the previous calendar year to April 30 of the current year.

2. Animals must be enrolled in 4-H Online by May 15th. Heifers born November 1 of the previous calendar year to March 31 of the current calendar year may be eligible for entry at the State Fair if proper state animal enrollment guidelines are met before May 15th. This includes tattoos for registered heifers, a 5-digit county tag, and an 840 RFID tag for commercial heifers. In addition, the State Animal Enrollment process must be followed by May 15th. Starter calves must be enrolled as registered steers or heifers.

3. All calves must have an 840-RFID tag.

4. All cattle will be shown by weight.

5. A Champion and Reserve Feeder/Prospect steer and heifer will be selected.

6. Feeder/Prospect calves will not be sold in the 4-H Livestock Auction. 

7. Calves may NOT weigh more than 800 pounds.

8. Calves MUST be halter broke.

9. There will be no fitting restrictions on Starter calves. 

10. All calves must be weaned.

11. A maximum of two (2) calves may be exhibited per member.

12. Any feeder calf shown is eligible to enter the Best Two-Year Class the following year. Please see the Beef rules for more requirements. 

13. SHOWMANSHIP – 4-H’ers will participate in Beef showmanship classes. For showmanship rules, see the Showmanship Guidelines. This includes divisions.

14. Record sheets are available for project completion if the 4-H member is NOT exhibiting. 	



BOAH HEALTH AND EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS:

A. Limitations on Exhibition
This section describes limitations on exhibiting animals in Indiana. Other exhibition limitations may be described in the species-specific requirements that follow.

1.   Failure to meet all animal health requirements will result in the removal of animals from the exhibition premises.

2.   The following animals are not eligible for exhibition in Indiana:
	a. Animals that originate from a herd that is under quarantine.
	b. An animal is prohibited from exhibition under any law or order.
	c. Any animal classified as a brucellosis "suspect".
	d. Animals showing signs of any infectious or communicable disease or that are a health hazard to people or other animals.
	e. Any animal that does not meet state animal health requirements.

3.   Any animal that develops or shows signs of any infectious or communicable disease during the exhibition must be removed from the premises, including the surrounding exhibition grounds. An owner who is disputing the exclusion of his/her animal(s) from the exhibition may not exhibit the animal in question pending any appeal.

The Cattle Committee and Extension Educator are authorized to make the final determination as to an animal’s eligibility for exhibition. The state veterinarian, Cattle Committee, or Extension Educator may order the removal of any animal from the exhibition grounds.

Exhibition organizers may impose health requirements in addition to those prescribed by BOAH. Added requirements may not contradict requirements imposed by BOAH.

Exhibition organizers may have a licensed and accredited veterinarian review animals and animal health documentation during the exhibition.

1. SEE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SPECIES.

2. Cattle from Indiana do not need a brucellosis test or a tuberculosis test for exhibition in Indiana.

3. The following cattle from outside the state must test negative for tuberculosis within 60 days before the date of arrival at the exhibition:
	a. All sexually intact female dairy cattle that are 6 months of age or older will be sold or otherwise not removed from the state within 10 days of the fair.
	b. Cattle from states that are not designated tuberculosis-free by USDA must meet additional requirements for entry into Indiana. Contact the Indiana State Board of Animal Health for specific information.

4. Cattle from outside the state do not need a brucellosis test as long as the state of origin is classified as brucellosis-free by USDA.

5. All cattle, including Indiana cattle, that are to be offered for sale at an exhibition must have the necessary testing and other requirements completed within 30 days before the sale date.

For more information on cattle health requirements, call the Indiana State Board of Animal Health at (317) 544-2400 or visit BOAH’s website at: https://www.in.gov/boah/species-information/cattle-sheep-and-other-ruminants/cattle-dairy-and-beef/
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