Small Animals

**Important Note**
FAIR ENTRY MAPPING:  Select County Only Projects > Small Animals > Grade Level  

DESCRIPTION:  To provide youth with fun and hands-on learning experiences in animal care, feeding, housing, and management. Youth develop essential life skills such as decision-making, goal-setting, record-keeping, time management, and communication.

DIVISIONS					MANUALS
Beginner		Grade 3 – 5 		Pet Pals (BU-06359)
Intermediate		Grade 6 – 8 		Scurrying Ahead (BU-06360)
Advanced		Grades 9 – 12 		Scaling the Heights (BU-06361)

EXHIBIT GUIDELINES:
1. This project is intended for small animals (e.g., gerbils, guinea pigs, hamsters, hedgehogs, canaries, parakeets, ferrets, frogs, turtles, lizards, mice, etc.) that do not fit into another 4-H project category.
2. No endangered or protected species are allowed.
3. Animals must be brought to the judging in a suitable cage or container and remain there until the judging time. Members must be present at the time of judging. Animals shall only be removed from the cage at the request of the judge(s).
4. Animals must have a source of water during the show.
5. Animals will not be allowed to sell in the auction.
6. Members must furnish equipment, which includes cage, feed, water, etc.
7. Animals must be of a non-poisonous variety.
8. Animals will be judged and sent home. Animals will not remain at the fair.  

EXHIBIT:
May exhibit one (1) of the following:
1. Female (any age)
2. Male (any age)
3. Pair of young animals

JUDGING:
1. The animals will be judged on the following areas:
a. General health and appearance
b. Cleanliness and grooming
c. Handling (by the 4-H member)
d. Knowledge of the animal; and
e. Cage design and condition.
2. Members are to show their own animal as noted in the Howard County General Livestock Rules.
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