
Over the Back Fence

On Wednesday and Thursday, October 5th and 6th
over 400 third grade students in Harrison County
were invited to attend the Annual Ag Day at the
Harrison County Fairgrounds. The event was
organized by many wonderful community
organizations and hosted by Purdue Extension
Harrison County. Students visited many sessions
presented by volunteers and agriculture enthusiasts. 
Sessions included: Officer Jim Schreck and Smokey
presented ATV Safety and Search & Rescue; 4-H
Educators Anna Denny and Sam McCollum and 4-H
State Ambassador Johnathan Durbin introduced
students to 4-H; Livestock ID was taught by students
of North Harrison FFA; Soil and Water presenters
Erica Wyss, Marla Sieberns, Chris Miller and Virginia
Morris taught soil facts; Harness Horse Youth
Foundation, Ellen Taylor introduced students to
equine athletes; Fruits of Your Labor, presented by
Master Gardeners Wanda Phillips, Durinda McKay,
and Robin Meredith and  Extension Educator Tara
Beckman showed how food goes from garden to
plate; Michelle Amos of Little Loom House presented
fiber arts; Dennis Schmelz of Spring Valley Bee
Keepers shared the importance of pollinator care;
and Corydon Central FFA members taught
Embryology.  South Central, North Harrison and
Corydon Central FFA Chapters served as group
leaders and helped prepare lunch items during the
day.
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Extension Educator - Ag and Natural Resources -
Harrison County

Extension Educators provide the link between
Land Grant University research and Indiana
residents by creating innovative learning
opportunities that address local issues. Dedicated to
helping improve the quality of life for current and
future residents, Educators collaborate with local,
county and state agencies, partner organizations,
businesses and schools to analyze needs, develop,
implement and oversee vibrant and sustainable
research based educational programs, and provide
resources and expertise to the local community.

Have a passion for people, education, and
agriculture? Come and work with us.
https://careers.purdue.edu/job-invite/21459/.
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Harrison Co. Farm Bureau, Inc. Preferred Popcorn 
Day Farms 
Harrison County Master Gardeners
Harrison County Cattlemen's Association
Harness Horse Youth Foundation
IndianaFarmBureau
Harrison County Fairgrounds Corydon Indiana 
Harrison County Soil & Water Conservation District
South Harrison Community School Corporation 
North Harrison Community Schools 
Purdue Extension Harrison County

During lunch, Marcia Harmon-Gliottone and Jean
Geswein presented, Harrison-the boy who disliked
agriculture. Harrison is a third grade boy who thinks
agriculture is unimportant. He tries to get ready for
school and then realizes, after talking with his mom,
that he cannot eat breakfast, wear clothes and shoes,
or even feed his dog without agriculture.
The students were provided lunch that consisted of a
hotdog, bag of popcorn, cheese square, clementine,
ice cream and a bottle of water. A special thank you
to the organizations who sponsored and participated
in this event.

Thank you so much to the Barks Family for
bringing their cow, Baby Girl to Ag Day at the
Harrison County Fairgrounds.  Adam Barks, who
is only 9 years old, is doing a presentation about
raising and caring for a cow.  Baby Girl looks very
interested in helping with the presentation! We
are lucky to have so many good people in
Harrison County who are willing to help out and
participate in events like Ag Day.  Keep it in your
mind and heart, that even at 9 years old, you can
do anything you set your mind to!  Don’t work
too hard, Adam and thank you for being a part of
Ag Days.

Premier Companies, headquartered in Seymour, has
made a huge investment in Southeast Indiana
through a $50,000 annual gift to the Indiana 4-H
Foundation to support agriculture youth
development programming.  We are thankful to
Premier Companies and the Indiana 4-H Foundation
for providing funding for agriculture related
programming in Harrison County. We received
$5000 for an inflatable soil tunnel. Our 3rd grade Ag
Day students were the first to see this awesome
teaching tool.

AG Days Fall 2022 cont.

Thank You!
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Hi, my name is Katie Davidson. I am a
Community Wellness Coordinator (CWC),
covering Floyd, Clark, and now Harrison Counties!
As a CWC, I work to lower barriers people have to
making healthier choices. I work with groups like
farmers markets, community gardens, schools,
and food pantries to problem solve and create
lasting changes to the policies, systems, and
environments that exist around us. I live in Clark
County, and in my spare time I enjoy walking on
the Ohio River Greenway with my husband and
two dogs, or reading a book outdoors wherever I
can. I am looking forward to working with your
organization in the future to make the healthy
choice an easier choice for your clients! 

My name is Cindy Finerfrock. I am excited to join
the Harrison and Floyd County Extension offices
as your new NEPA/ Nutrition Education Program
Advisor! I was born and raised in the military. I
received my Home Economics degree from the
University of Dayton, Ohio. My husband and I
have lived in Indiana for over 17 years. 
I am here to help you learn more about nutrition
and improve your family’s health. We provide
FREE, practical, hands-on programs for SNAP
recipients, limited-resource individuals of all ages,
and eligible schools. 
Programs include: How to stretch your food
dollar, Planning fast easy meals, and Making
vegetables fun & tasty….just to name a few! You
can start your health journey today. For free and
fun classes. Visit: eatgathergo.org to check it out!

Hi, my name is Jocelyn Faith and I am the
Administrative Program Assistant. I will soon be
graduating college with a Bachelors degree in
Organizational Leadership and Supervision with a
Human Resources certificate from the Purdue
Engineering and Technology school.  I grew up in
Harrison County and I currently reside here as
well.  In my spare time I work on my family’s
farm, travel, and go on walks with my
Goldendoodle and Golden Retriever. I have been
involved in 4-H for over 10 years showing
livestock, entering projects, and helping others
learn. I am so excited to apply what I have learned
to this program.

Welcome to Our New Staff
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Extension Challenge Kits DNR Tree Seedlings

Look for our November Pumpkin
Challenge coming Nov 1st!

October was Apple Month!  Purdue Extension Harrison
County had an Apple Culinary Challenge. 1 Million
Crunchers from Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan and Ohio crunched on Thursday, October 13th,
2022 for the Great Lakes Great Apple Crunch!  National
Apple Day was October 21st. Thank you to everyone who
participated in our October Apple Crunch Culinary
Challenge.  Adults and youth shared some wonderful and
creative ideas and recipes.

The DNR Forestry tree seedling orders
began on October 1. Conservation tree
planting is one of our oldest and most
supported forest stewardship programs.
DNR Forestry’s nursery program grows and
distributes high quality plant materials for
conservation plantings such as timber,
wildlife, windbreaks, soil and water
protection, reclamation, carbon
sequestration, and education.

1. Orders will be accepted Oct. 1, 2021 -
May 1, 2022 depending upon inventory.
2. Orders can be placed by phone, mail, or
online at INForestryx.com beginning on
Oct. 1, 2021.
3. If ordering by mail, do not send
payment with your order. You will receive
an invoice showing the quantity we could
supply, the amount due, and the due date.
4. Paid orders are available for pickup or
shipping beginning late February through
May depending upon the weather.
Instructions for ordering tree seedlings can
be found at https://www.in.gov/.../tree-
seedling-nurseries/instructions/

Check out Indiana Grown's new Orchard
Guide to find an Indiana Grown orchard
near you → bit.ly/3RGBFx4

IN Orchard Guide
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Grow It:  Heidi Potter, Agriculture and
Natural Resources Educator, Purdue
Extension Clark County, gave an informative
lesson on planting, growing, maintenance,
and harvesting of winter squash and
pumpkins.  She also gave tips on pest control,
seed saving, and showed examples of various
heirloom varieties. Each attendee was given a
variety pack of seeds to plant at home.
Cook It:  Tara Beckman, Health and Human
Sciences Educator, Purdue Extension
Harrison County, demonstrated safe and
simple preparation and cooking techniques
for winter squash and pumpkins, including
baking, savory and sweet seasoning and
roasting, as well as pureeing for soup.  She
served samples of several delicious winter
squash recipes, discussed various edible
varieties, and shared nutrition information.
Craft It: Attendees also took home a DIY
pumpkin decorating kit and got tips for
creative ways to craft and decorate with
pumpkins and squash.

  Harrison County Master Gardeners October   
  installment of the Fall Guest Speaker Series was  
  a successful and informative session as well as a 
  fun evening, Thursday, October 20th. This one
  was “Grow It, Cook It, Craft It: 101+ Uses for Fall   
  Squash and Pumpkins”

Please join us for our next installment of the
Harrison County Master Gardeners Fall Guest
Speaker Series at 6:30 on November 17th at Harrison
County Extension Office, 247 Atwood Street.  HCMG
President, Ken Tingler, will be discussing everything
you need to know about deer, their habits, and how
to coexist with them as a gardener in his session
"Deer-Proofing Your Garden"

Grow It, Cook It, Craft It: 101 Uses for Squash & Pumpkins

Studies have shown that time spent outdoors can
make a positive impact on our mood and mental
health. The “earthy” scents often associated with
walking in nature have been known to give feelings of
comfort and relaxation, and remind us of childhood
memories. The amazing fragrance of walking through
a pine grove, or the smell of the crunchy, fallen leaves
under foot in autumn can give us a feeling of being
one with nature; it can remind us that breathing in
nature not only feels good, but is also good for us.
Find a DNR property to explore nature at
on.IN.gov/recfinder.

We are proud to announce that we have several newly certified Harrison County Master Gardeners who
graduated from the Spring 2022 MG Training and are now Certified EMGs.  Congratulations to Sarah
Keinonen, Brandi Pirtle, Bev Tucker, George Voorhees, and Jess Wolvin.  We also have three Master
Gardeners who have advanced to the next level of training and certification. Wanda Phillips is now
Advanced EMG Bronze, Kim Tate  is now Advanced EMG Silver, Karen Schwartz is now Advanced EMG
Gold 1000 with over 1500 hours of service to the Extension Master Gardeners.

Congratulations!

IN DNR

OVER THE BACK FENCE|  ISSUE 22-605



Harrison County Master Gardeners

I couldn't have scripted
this any better...Last
night when I was
putting the Pollinator
Garden to bed for the
winter a guy came
through and told me
how much they
appreciated those
flowers at the pool.  I
told him that I had just
put to bed the Botanical
gardens @ the
fairgrounds the night
before.  He told me that
they also walk down
there all the time and
they just love the
flowers and all the
identifying signs...THIS
IS WHY WE DO
THIS...We will never
know how many people
visit and learn from our
gardens... thx for your
continuing support!  ks
-Karen Schwartz

 If you've ever
considered becoming a
Master Gardener or
would like to learn more
about our many projects
and ways we serve our
local community, this is
the place to be! We meet
the third Thursday of
each month at the
Harrison County
Extension Office.  Come
to our meeting to learn
more about what we do
and how to become a
Master Gardener.  Our
meetings and classes are
open to the public,
including featured guest
speakers in the fall.
Contact Ken Tingler for
more information 812-
734-0373
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SEPTEMBER 13 ,  2022  -  INCLUDED IN ISSUE:  22-14  PURDUE LANDSCAPE REPORT
BY:  CLIFF  SADOF

The dry, cool weather of September heralds the beginning of the fall camping season. Although camping is a
great way to reconnect with family and nature, traveling to and from your campsite can give invasive insects
and plants a free ride to a new forest. Without the help of people, most exotic invasive insects spread less
than 10 miles each year. If you accidentally pack them with you on your way to or from your trip, they can
move thousands of miles.

 

Spotted lanternfly–  Adults will lay eggs from September until the
first frost on just about anything from telephone poles and tree
bark to under the bumper of your car, camper or mower. Their
outsized capacity to suck plant sap and excrete sticky honeydew
creates sticky leaf surfaces that become covered with black sooty
mold and stinging insects.  Although adults and nymphs are
distinctively spotted and colored, the eggs are mud colored and
difficult to find.

Spongy moths – Like spotted lanternfly adults of this moth will
lay eggs on tree trunks, under branches and on anything that is
outside during the month of July when they lay their eggs. The
caterpillars of this insect (formerly known as gypsy moths) have a
huge appetite for oak leaves, maples, pines and hemlock.  In
outbreak years like the summer of 2022 they can completely
defoliate millions of acres of forest.   Although the blue and red
spotted caterpillars are quite distinctive, the dun-colored egg
masses are difficult to find.  If you are camping during July in
heavily infested areas, you can easily bring the egg masses back
with you.

Wood borers – During the autumn many invasive destructive
borers like Asian longhorned beetle and emerald ash borer as well
as vectors of Thousand cankers disease are in the larval stage
beneath the bark.  For this reason, moving firewood long
distances to and from campsites risks spreading these pests. Don’t
share the devastation wrought by emerald ash borer and other
invasives by moving firewood.

Soil borne pathogens –Sudden oak death and boxwood blight are
two of many pests threatening plants in Indiana forests and
landscapes. Spores of these pathogens can be spread by hikers
walking over contaminated areas. Be sure to wash your boots!

Jumping worms– Are a new invasive worm that is starting to
make its way into Indiana. It moves between gardens when
muddy equipment is loaned, compost is shared, or when plants
are traded with soil. This new invasive worm can strip the organic
matter from productive garden soil and give it the inhospitable
texture of coffee grinds. Trading plants with soil is not
recommended in areas where these worms have been found.

Eggs of spotted lanternfly often look like mud. (Photo
by E. Barnes)

The light brown spongy egg masses of a health spongy
moth can easily contain 600 to 1000 eggs. With each
caterpillar capable of consuming over a 10 ft2 of leaves a
single egg mass is a defoliation waiting to happen! (Photo
by S. Richard)

Pack Memories, Not Invasive Pests This Fall

Join entomologist Cliff Sadof as he talks about protecting
ash trees from emerald ash borer as part of the Emerald
Ash Borer University fall seminar series.
Register:
https://msu.zoom.us/.../register/WN_NQwT0B0aRMGw
8H4v4HsnJA

Invasive Species Alerts
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2022 AT 11 AM



How Long Must I Protect My Ash Trees from Emerald
Ash Borer?  Online Event
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Check Conditions. If you are traveling to or from an infested area you may be giving invasives a ride. In
Indiana,  the Department of Natural Resources Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology (DEPP),
maintains  a pest of concern website to help you find out where pests are a problem. Nationally, the USDA
APHIS maintains a website for locations of pests by state.

Don’t Move Firewood. Collect or purchase your firewood within 30 miles of where you plan to use it. Trees
inside of this radius are exposed to the same types of pests and pathogens so there is a lower risk of
spreading something new. If you move this wood too far (more than 30 miles) you risk moving a pest or
pathogen to a new area where they can attack and kill new trees. By not moving wood far from where it is
collected you can prevent the spread of these pests to new, un-infested areas

Wash muddy boots, dirt filled tires, and camping, gardening, and farming equipment. Seeds of invasive
weeds and the spores of plant diseases can become trapped in mud and released to new areas when moved.   
Always remove mud before you travel to a hiking area and immediately after your hike. Aside from the
added benefit of keeping the interior of your car clean, any seeds or spores you may have picked up on the
trail will stay near where you collected them.  The same rule applies to mountain bikers, 4-wheelers,
gardeners and farmers.

Inspect your car or camper before you return from visiting areas where spotted lanternfly have been
reported . Adult female spotted lanternflies will lay their eggs on vehicles and campers from the beginning
of September through the time of the first frost. Be sure to give your camper or car a good inspection before
you return.

Take your car or camper to the car wash, or give it a good soapy power wash at the of the season to take off
any spongy moth or spotted lanternfly egg masses. This will help kill any egg masses you missed before they
hatch the following spring. Because the killing power of your washing action alone is unclear, it is best to
hand remove any egg masses you see and dump them into a bucket of sudsy water before you wash you
vehicle.

Finally, if for some reason you find invasive pests during your Indiana travels report them by calling 866-
NO EXOTIC (866-663-9684) or send an email (with a photo of the insect if possible) to DEPP@dnr.IN.gov.
For more information about this or other invasive pests facing Indiana see ReportINvasive.com.

 

Follow These Tips To Stop Invasive Hitch Hikers

So IN Cattlemen's Beef Tour
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