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Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 
A minimum of five advanced level skills are to be demonstrated and the cake may include additional skills from the be-
ginner and intermediate levels. A list of skills to choose from can be found on the Indiana 4-H Cake Decorating Skills 
and Techniques, 4-H 710A sheet. Cakes must be on a cake board strong enough to support the cake (approximately 
1/2” thick) and 4” larger than the base cake. For example, if the cake is 26” in diameter, then the cake board must be 
30” in diameter. The cake board must be neatly covered and well taped or otherwise attached underneath. Cakes exhib-
ited in the advanced level may be multiple layer and/or tiered and may include multiple cakes, like a wedding cake. 
Youth may choose to create a character or 3-dimensional cake by cutting-up pieces of Styrofoam, foam, or other solid 
material to create a new shape. Dowel rods, plates, etc. should be used to support multiple layers and tiers. Fondant 
icing, gum, and sugar paste is permissible. Cakes may be any shape, no more than 36” tall and the cake board is to be 
no more than 36”x36”. 

In Hamilton County we also have a TIERED CATEGORY (one (1) state fair entry is selected from the Advanced/Tiered 
Section). 

Added Suggestions: 
 If your exhibit was damaged in transit, but still “exhibit worthy”, you will not be counted down.
 Advanced/Tier Division - Only one (1) exhibit from the Advanced/Tier Division combined can go to the State

Fair. There is no rule of which goes - it is the judge’s decision.

CHICKEN BARBECUE 

Project Description: 
There are many benefits derived from learning more about barbecue cooking. Cooking on the grill is a fun way to enter-
tain family and friends. You will learn a tasty new way to prepare your favorite foods. You will learn about the different 
parts of a chicken for grilling as well as how to shop for them. You will gain valuable knowledge and experience in meal 
preparation. No alcohol is allowed in recipes or in displays. 

All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a reference list indicating where information was obtained, giv-
ing credit to original author. 

Levels: 
Beginner Grades 3-5 
Intermediate Grades 6-8 
Advanced Grades 9-12 

Champions will be awarded in Beginner, Intermediate, & Advanced Chicken Barbecue. An overall Grand Champion 
Chicken Barbecue will be awarded. One (1) Grand Champion will be selected from all Champion Barbecue (Beef & 
Chicken) posters. 

Exhibit Class Guidelines: 
Beginner: Grade 3 
Poster Division 

 Read the manual.
 Build the fire and barbecue boneless, skinless chicken breasts at least three (3) times for your family.
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet.
 Exhibit at the Fair: A poster 22” x 28” showing pictures of you barbecuing step-by-step. See poster rules,

Page 30, #14.

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT: 
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:    Poster       Sunday, July 14, 4-6 PM 

  Grilling      Friday, July 19, 8:30 AM 
JUDGING:   Friday, July 19, 9 AM 
RELEASE:   Immediately following judging 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:   No entries, County project only 
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Beginner: Grades 4-5 
Cook-Off Division 

     Read the manual. 
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet. 
 You must barbecue at least four (4) times for your family. 
 Enter the County Fair barbecuing contest. 

Boneless, skinless chicken breasts must be barbecued on the 4-H Grounds. You must have a minimum of one (1)
pound of chicken.   
 
Bring charcoal grill, a table, and all equipment, supplies, chicken, and ingredients that you will need for the contest. 
Contestant must build his/her own fire and barbecue his/her own chicken. You will be judged on use of equipment, 
building the fire, timing, appearance, doneness, and taste. Presentation of product to the judge is very important. 

 
OR/BOTH 

Poster Division– Beginner 
You may elect to exhibit a poster instead of participating in the cook-off contest or you may do both. The rules for the 
poster are as follows: 
 

     Read the manual. 
 You must barbecue at least four (4) times for your family. 
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet. 
 Exhibit at the fair, a poster 22" x 28" on safety in chicken preparation (for example, cooking, thawing, handling, 

use of utensils, and/or general preparation). See poster rules, Page 30, #14. 
 
 
Intermediate:  Grades 6-8 
Cook-Off Division 

     Read the manual. 
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet. 
 You must barbecue at least four (4) times for your family. 
 Enter the County Fair barbecuing contest. 

Four (4) boneless, skinless chicken breasts must be barbecued on the 4-H Grounds. Bring charcoal grill, a table, and all 
equipment, supplies, chicken, and ingredients that you will need for the contest. Contestant must build his/her own fire 
and barbecue his/her own chicken. You will be judged on use of equipment, building the fire, timing, appearance, done-
ness, and taste.  Presentation of product to the judge is very important. 
 

OR/BOTH 
Poster Division- Intermediate 
You may elect to exhibit a poster instead of participating in the cook-off contest or you may do both. The rules for the 
poster are as follows: 

     Read the manual. 
 You must barbecue at least four (4) times for your family. 
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet. 
 Exhibit at the Fair, a poster 22" x 28" on safety in chicken preparation (for example, cooking, thawing, handling, 

use of utensils, and/or general preparation). See poster rules, Page 30, #14. 
 
 
Advanced:  Grades 9-12 
Cook-Off Division 

     Read the manual. 
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet. 
 Barbecue chicken at least four (4) times for your family. 
 Enter the County Fair barbecuing contest. Chicken parts equaling whole chicken. i.e. two (2) breasts, two (2) 

thighs, two (2) legs, and two (2) wings must be barbecued on the 4-H Fairgrounds Grounds. Bring charcoal grill, 
a table, and all equipment, supplies, chicken, and ingredients that you will need for the contest. Exhibitor must 
build his/her own fire and barbecue his/her own chicken. You will be judged on equipment, building the fire, tim-
ing, appearance, doneness, and taste. Presentation of product to the judge is very important. 
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OR/BOTH 

Poster Division - Advanced 
You may elect to exhibit a poster instead of participating in the cook-off contest or you may do both. The rules for the 
posters are as follows: 

     Read the manual. 
 You must barbecue at least four (4) times for your family. 
 Encouraged to complete the record sheet. 
 Exhibit at the fair, a poster 22” x 28” on safety in chicken preparation (for example, cooking, thawing, handling, 
 use of utensils, and/or general preparation). See poster rules, Page 30, #14. 
 

 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Project Description: 
The Child Development project provides members with knowledge, skills, and an understanding of human development, 
relating to others and self care. It also provides information on the basic job skills for babysitting and introduces careers 
related to child development.  
 
Levels: 
Level A (grades 3-4 suggested) 
Level B  (grades 5-6 suggested) 
Level C (grades 7-9 suggested) 
Level D (grades 10-12 suggested) 
 
EXHIBIT GUIDELINES: 
Recommended to complete a minimum of three (3) activities out of your project manual. All posters, notebooks, and dis-
play boards must include a reference list indicating where information was obtained, giving credit to the original author, 
to complete the 4-H member’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site links, people and professionals 
interviewed, books, magazines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached to the back of a poster or display 
board, be the last page of a notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the public. A judge is not to discredit 
an exhibit for the way references are listed.   
 
Details for each exhibit option: 
 
Poster:  
 See poster rules, Page 30, #14. 
 
Notebook:  

     Identifications on the front showing 4-H member’s name, county, club, grade, and year in project. 
 Title page naming the activity. 
 Pages explaining how activity was developed and is to be used. 
 Photographs showing how the activity was used along with assembly. 
 Explanation of skills learned and any additional information to share with the reader.  
 Optional: Plastic sheet protectors, page decorations, notebook cover decoration, etc. 
 

Display: 
    May be table top or floor style, not to exceed 36” x 36” x 36”. (Display may include item(s) made in the activities          
      you completed this year.) 
 Must be self-supporting to be viewed by the public.  
 
 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:                 Chandra Manges, 317-513-2944, ccmanges@comcast.net 
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:                         Sunday, July 14, 4-6 PM 
JUDGING:                                             Tuesday, July 16, 1 PM, Open Judging 
RELEASE:                                  Tuesday, July 23, 9-11 AM, and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:                          Four (4) entries, one (1) per level 


