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PHOTOGRAPHY 

Project Description: 
In the photography project, the 4-H member will learn to take pictures using proper lighting, exposure, and composi-
tion. In addition, the member will learn about different types of cameras, film, lenses, and filters. There will be a Grand 
Champion in each level: Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced.  

Levels: 
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested) 
Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 

Project Guidelines: 

• Each year, members are recommended to complete three (3) different project manual activities.

• Encouraged to complete a photography specific record sheet that can be found on the 4-H website.

• A 4-H member may enter two (2) exhibits from different categories.

• All images are to be original images taken by the 4-H member.

• Photos must have been taken since the last project entry date of the county fair.

Exhibit Guidelines: 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be used, with parent permission, when creating this exhibit and is to be docu-
mented as a reference. A majority of the work to create this exhibit is to be the 4-H member’s original work.  
Posters are to be 22”x28” and displayed horizontally and placed in a clear plastic sleeve or covered with clear plastic 
to protect contents. Space should be left in the lower right hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue Ex-
tension staff. 

All images are to be original images taken by the 4-H member during the current program year. Captions are not 
recommended. 

Print board exhibits are to include 10 photos mounted on a poster as described above, each no larger than 5”x7”. 
Number each print 1-10. Prints may be a mix of digital and/or standard development. Create a title of choice for the 
print board exhibit. Space should be left in the lower right hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue 
Extension staff. 

Salon prints are to be no larger than 11”x14”, mounted on a standard 16”x20” salon mount, and displayed vertically. 
Salon prints are to be placed in a clear plastic sleeve and captions are not recommended. Space should be left in the 
lower right hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue Extension staff. 

Images may be taken with a film camera, digital camera, cell phone, or other electronic device. Replacing any pix-
els of the original digital image is to be entered in the creative/experimental category. This includes, but not 
limited to, using artificial intelligence (AI), any erasing tool, healing tool, patch tool, or any tool that replaces 
any of the original pixels. Creative/experimental exhibits must include the original photo on the back side of the 
board, a description of how the image was altered, and equipment/software used to alter the image. 

Editing photos such as cropping, color adjustment, and other enhancements are considered to be part of the normal 
photography educational learning process and are permissible. So judges can better evaluate a photography exhibit, 
the 4-H member is asked to attach to the back of their salon or print board exhibit the make and model of camera 
used and a description of any editing. 

A photo that has been modified to change the original intent, meaning or story captured should be entered in the cre-
ative or experimental class. Photos exhibited as creative or experimental are to attach to the back of their exhibit the 
make and model of camera used, software or other tools used to change the photo, a description of how the photo 
was changed, and copy of the original photo before editing. 

Sepia tone photographs (mono chromatic) are to be entered as black and white photos. 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:          Kelly Michaels, 317-508-9993, 4h@kellynicolecreative.com  
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:         Sunday, July 13, 4-6 PM 
JUDGING:  ALL LEVELS         Tuesday, July 15, 8:30 AM, Open Judging 
RELEASE:         Tuesday, July 22, 9-11 AM, and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:          Two (2) Beginner, Three (3) Intermediate, Three (3) Advanced 
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Exhibit Class Guidelines: 
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested)  
May choose up to two (2) of the following from different categories to exhibit: 

•  Black and White Print Board 

•  Color Print Board 

•  Black and White Salon Print 

•  Color Salon Print 

•  Creative/Experimental Salon Print 
 
Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
May choose up to two (2) of the following from different categories to exhibit: 

•  Black and White Print Board 

•  Color Print Board 

•  Black and White Salon Print 

•  Color Salon Print 

•  Creative/Experimental Salon Print 
 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 
May choose up to two (2) of the following from different categories to exhibit: 

•  Black and White Print Board 

•  Color Print Board 

•  Black and White Salon Print 

•  Color Salon Print 

•  Creative/Experimental Salon Print 
 
 
 

READING 

 
Project Description: 
In the reading project, the 4-H member will explore reading for pleasure, be it fiction or non-fiction, and present a por-
tion of the reading experiences in a project of choice.   
 
Levels: 
Beginner     Grades 3-5 
Intermediate    Grades 6-8 
Advanced     Grades 9-12 
 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:                            Terri Ramos, 219-588-2620, tbookramos@gmail.com  
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:     Sunday, July 13, 4-6 PM 
JUDGING:      Monday, July 14, 8:30 AM, Open Judging 
RELEASE:      Tuesday, July 22, 9-11 AM, and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:     No entries, County project only 
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