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HOME ENVIRONMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Description 
For the 4-H Home Environment project, 4-H members at each grade level may choose from three (3) possible exhibit 
categories: a furniture item and notebook, a design board (poster and notebook), or a portfolio (notebook). All exhibits 
must include the Home Environment Exhibit Card, 4-H-1011-D-W. NOTE: Each level has several options per category 
from which to choose. We suggest that 4-H members either choose a different option each year or show how they ex-
panded on the same option (portfolio and furniture categories only) used in previous years. All posters, notebooks, and 
display boards must include a reference list indicating where information was obtained, giving credit to original author. 
 
Levels: 
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested)  
Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 
 
Exhibit Guidelines: 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be used, with parent permission, when creating this exhibit and is to be docu-
mented as a reference. A majority of the work to create this exhibit is to be the 4-H member’s original work. All 
posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a reference list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include website links, 
people and professionals interviewed, books, magazines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached to the 
back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the public. A 
judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the way references are listed. 
 
Posters are to be 22”x28” and displayed horizontally and placed in a clear plastic sleeve or covered with clear plastic to 
protect contents. Display boards should be designed to sit on a table using no more than 36” of tabletop space. Space 
should be left in the lower right hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue Extension staff. 
 
Exhibit Categories: 
Furniture Item and Notebook 
An actual piece of furniture accompanied by a standard notebook (3-ring binder) explaining the who, what, when, where, 
why, and how of the chosen project. We suggest including pictures showing where the item will be used. Also, we en-
courage 4-H members to include pictures of themselves doing the project, but this is not required. Always place your 
identification information in the notebook and on the furniture. 

 
Design Board and Notebook 
Standard 22" x 28" poster, displayed horizontally with a firm backing. Design boards must be covered with plastic to 
protect and help hold items in place. An identification name tag must be attached in the lower right corner. The note-
book is to help explain the who, what, when, where, why, and how of the chosen design. This can be a "before and after 
project" or "plan in the future" project.  

 
Portfolio 
Standard notebook (3-ring binder). If 4-H members choose to do this option more than one year, we suggest that they 
keep the previous year's materials in the notebook. Place materials for the current year in the front, with the previous 
year's materials clearly marked or labeled at the back. Always place your identification information in the notebook. 
 
Exhibit Class Guidelines: 
Each year it is recommended to complete a minimum of three (3) activities from the manual. 
 
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested)  
Choose one of the following options: 

•  Furniture Item and Notebook- create a wall hanging, storage organizer, a set of 3-5 accessory items or something   
    similar for the home or similar activity. 

•  Design Board and Notebook- color a line drawing from your manual and create three (3) color schemes, color a  
    line drawing from your manual and demonstrate dominant and supportive color, or display a line drawing show- 
    ing where furniture would be placed in the room or similar activity. 

•  Portfolio- Collect different color schemes, magazines showing different furniture designs, or magazines/photo-   
    graphs of formal vs informal balance, dominant and supportive colors, etc. or similar activity. 
 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:                         Gerrian deJong, 317-514-8511, gerrian218@gmail.com  
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:                                  Sunday, July 13, 4-6 PM 
JUDGING:                                     Monday, July 14, 8:30 AM, Open Judging 
RELEASE:                                          Tuesday, July 22, 9-11 AM, and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:                                  Six (6) entries; two (2) per level 
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Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
Choose one of the following options: 

•  Furniture Item and Notebook- refinish or repurpose a piece or set of furniture, storage unit, or display a collection  
    of 3-5 similar home accessory items, or similar activity. 

•  Design Board and Notebook- create a line drawing for a room in your home showing furniture lay out, accessory  
    items and fixtures or similar activity. 

•  Portfolio- display a sample of three (3) different types of wall treatment with explanation of each, three (3) differ- 
    ent floor treatments with explanation of each, an energy plan for your home, or similar activity. 

 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 
Choose one of the following options: 

•  Furniture Item and Notebook- refinish or repurpose a piece or set of furniture, storage unit, or display a collection  
    of 3-5 similar home accessory items, or similar activity. 

•  Design Board and Notebook- display a floor plan for any room of your house or the whole house or apartment,  
    or similar activity. 

•  Portfolio- display a sample of three (3) different lighting or window treatments with an explanation of each,  
    interview an interior designer and prepare a report, a home energy saving proposal plan, or similar activity. 
 

 
JUNIOR LEADERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Description: 
The Junior Leader project is designed to give older 4-H members the opportunity to develop their leadership skills. Jun-
ior Leaders provide guidance to younger 4-H members, assist with local and county 4-H activities, complete community 
service projects, meet new friends, and have FUN! 
 

Levels: 
Grades 7-12 
 

Project Guidelines: 
Each member needs to do the following to complete the Hamilton County Junior Leader project. The project manual/
record sheet is due in the Extension Office by the June Junior Leader Meeting. 

 

• Complete three (3) activities out of the project manual. 

• Everyone is expected to work in the Junior Leader concession stand four  (4) hours during the county fair. 

• Assist with a project check-in or check-out during the county fair.  

• Assist at one (1) project judging during the county fair.  

• Give a demonstration at their local 4-H Club Meeting. 

• Help with the organizing of their local club's programs for the year. 

• Complete one (1) optional activity for each year you've been in Junior Leaders. 
 

Optional Activities 

• Recruit new members or encourage current members to re-enroll. 

• Help members prepare and give good demonstrations. 

• Assist younger members in completing record sheets and white "My Record of Achievement" cards. 

• Assist younger members in choosing projects and completing the enrollment card. 

• Help your club members learn parliamentary procedure to run club meetings. 

• Assist with Hamilton County 4-H Day Camp. 

• Assist with Project Workshops, Ag Day, or other County 4-H Event. 

• Encourage members to apply for trips and fill out their white "My Record of Achievement" cards. 

• Encourage younger members to go to 4-H Camp. 

• Speak to groups, other than your local 4-H club, about 4-H. 

• Assist local club officers in understanding and completing their duties. 

• Serve on committees for planning and conducting Junior Leader activities. 

• Assist young 4-H members in completing their projects- this may include demonstrating techniques, answering 
questions, helping them get necessary supplies, etc. 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENTS:                                    Kathleen Bohde, 317-776-0854, bohde@purdue.edu 
                                                    Lisa Hanni, 317-776-0854, lahanni@purdue.edu 
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:      Project manual and record sheet, June 25 
JUDGING:      No Judging 
RELEASE:        Jr. Leader meeting in the fall 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:   No entries, County Service program only 
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