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Learn by Doing 
4-H is a very active organization. Even our
motto “Learn by Doing” is action oriented.
Extension staff and 4-H volunteers work
hard to provide a variety of hands-on
learning opportunities to 4-H members. A
member could be active in a community 4-
H club or a focused subject content club. A
member could be a part of a short-term
team opportunity like Teens as Teachers
or a livestock judging team. A member
could participate in an out of county 4-H
trip and meet youth across Indiana and
the United States. A 4-H experience may
include an exhibition of a project at the
county fair. Participating in these 4-H
opportunities enable youth to build skills
that will serve them well throughout their
adult lives. Every 4-H’ers experience may
be different.

4-H members are considered complete in their 4-H educational experience for the year
when they have:

1. completed the 4-H member enrollment process prior to the established and
published date for enrolling. In Hamilton County, we have a target enrollment date of
January 15th so youth can get plugged into the 4-H activities for the year. The final

enrollment deadline statewide for Indiana 4-H is May 15th.
2. had an officially recognized 4-H Volunteer/Extension Educator verify the existence of

the completed project/subject or the member’s participation in a 4-H educational
experience. This could be in the form of an exhibit, poster, report, presentation, at
the county fair. Or, a member may choose to submit a completed record sheet in lieu
of an exhibit to complete the club- or fair-based 4-H project/subject. 

One of positive youth development models 4-H programming is based on is the
Experiential Learning Model of “Do, Reflect, Apply.” You will find the image of the model on
the inside cover of many 4-H manuals.  As stated up above 4-H members “do” in many
different ways through club meetings, workshops, and trips. They also “reflect” on the



experience in many different ways. Project manuals are full of activities for youth to
experience and then record their thoughts on what they just did. Many of those questions
also help members process how to apply it to real life experiences. Youth also reflect
through record sheets, open judging, and talking with 4-H volunteers and peers about their
project and what they accomplished. 4-H members “apply” what they have learned in
future experiences. They have gained life skills that they will take with them as they
become active citizens in our community. Research shows that 4-H members are four
times more likely to give back to their communities, two times more likely to participate in
STEM activities, and two times more likely to make healthier choices than their peers. (The
4-H Study of Positive Youth Development; Tufts University.) Indiana 4-H utilizes the
experiential learning model to facilitate youth engagement in learning and life skill
development.

This is what makes the 4-H program such a robust positive youth development experience
for all youth. 4-H is a place where youth thrive because they have found their spark,
formed lasting relationships, and participated fully in the world around them.
 

 Kathleen J. Bohde
 Extension Educator
 4-H Youth Development
 bohde@purdue.edu
 317-776-0854

Important Updates

Project Workshops
As we dive into a new 4-H year, project leaders are scheduling workshops for
2024. We'll let you know when our updated 4-H Workshops webpage is up and
running!

Hamilton County 4-H Handbook
The 2024 Hamilton County Handbook is off to the printer to be returned to us at
the start of January. Next week, we will start updating the 4-H website and
project pages with the 2024 rules and guidelines. Give us a week and we will
have it all posted and ready for the new 4-H year. Please read each of your
projects’ guidelines as things might have changed from last year.

Livestock Showmanship rule going into effect at the 2024 Hamilton County 4-
H Fair: “In Beef Cattle, Dairy Cattle, Dairy Goat, Meat Goat, Poultry, Pygmy



Goat, Sheep, and Swine, once an exhibitor is the overall junior or intermediate
winner, the 4-H’er is only eligible to compete in the next higher level of
showmanship classes in future years.”

2024 Hamilton County 4-H Fair Activities Changes
Due to construction, all static 4-H projects will be displayed in the Exhibition
Center for the 2024 Fair.
Aerospace Rocket Launch will be Tuesday, July 9. Check in at noon.

Sewing Judging will be Tuesday, July 9th in the afternoon with staggered times
complementing Fashion Revue judging
Ceramics, Gift Wrapping, and Small Engines changed from open to closed
judging this year.
Leather Craft will have open judging on Monday July 15 at 8:30 a.m.
Health will be closed judging on Monday, July 15 at 8:30 a.m.
Photography Judging, Tuesday, July 16 all levels at 8:30 a.m.
Recycling judging Tuesday, July 16 at 9:30 a.m.
Child Development Tuesday, July 16 at 1 p.m.
Construction Sets Judging Tuesday, July 16th Intermediate and Advance will
now start with check in at 1:30 pm, Judging at 2 p.m.
Foods Preservation Wednesday, July 17 check in all levels 8-9 am, judging all
levels at 9 a.m.
Microwave judging Wednesday, July 17 check in all levels 8-9 am, judging all
levels at 9 a.m.
Bucket Calf show Thursday, July 18 8:30 am with Dairy Show following
immediately after
Dairy Goat show, Thursday, July 18 at noon
Pygmy Goat show, Thursday, July 18 at 4 p.m.
Sheep Fitting Contest, Friday, July 19 at 10:30 a.m.
Meat Goat show Friday, July 19 at 1 p.m.
Horse and Pony Dressage, Saturday, July 20 at 10 a.m.
Swine Show Saturday, July 20 at 9 a.m.
 

Important Updated State 4-H Policies
4-H project exhibitions occur through a variety of methods: county fairs, career
development events, and other statewide competitive events. The following
statewide deadlines will be followed by all county programs annually:

May 15 – All animals requiring 4-H Animal Identification must be identified in
4honline



July 1 - FairEntry Deadline. This is the system where you will enter your
classes you plan to exhibit

4-H'ers exhibiting beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, meat goats, dairy
goats, poultry and rabbits must complete Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care or
Youth for the Quality Care for Animals (YQCA) by July 1, 2024.

ALL exhibits must be entered into FairEntry by July 1st for the county of
exhibition. This serves as the “drop/add” deadline for 4-H projects.

Livestock projects must identify classes of exhibition. Those missing this
deadline may exhibit and will have opportunities to receive feedback from
the judge. Youth may still participate fully in showmanship classes.
Non-livestock projects must identify classes of exhibition. Those missing
the deadline may compete and the highest placing as “blue.”
Counties should correct mistakes in classes in FairEntry when mistakes
are made by 4-H members.
The intent of this deadline is for individuals who make no attempt to
complete FairEntry by the county’s selected date. Counties may use their
discretion as to the attempt made by individuals.

2023-2024 Ten Year Members 

Below is the list of 4-H'ers who appear in in.4honline.com as potential ten year
members for 2023-2024.  If you believe you should appear on this list and you
do not see your name, contact the Extension Office IMMEDIATELY.  We will
begin collecting information for ten year member recognition in January.

Valerie  Adams

Zachary Bales

Kara Bennett

Bryce Bryant

Cole Burkman

Samuel Clark

Quinn Conrad

Aaron Crawford

Amelia Denault

Jacob Drummond

Grace Fox

Dru Kelly

Josephine Kile

Elijah Kolb

Ty Kremer

Drew Manges

Katherine McCauley

Caleb McConkey

Addison McMillan

Walter  McNew

Hans Moore

Natalie Newman



Madelyn Garber

Taylor Gerardot

Grayson Gladura

Ellie Gollner

Tatym Green

Sydnie Hall

Samuel Harpham

Meghan Haws

Avery Hayden

Camryn Herring

Kathryn Hoffmeister

Owen Holt

Cooper Jaeger

Charlie  Kaufman

Grady Piel

Johnathan Popiela

Samuel Poynter

Audrey Ratcliffe

Evelyn   Ratcliffe

Hank Rhinebarger

Rylyn Rutowski

Kassidy Schakel

Jenna Schnarr

Chesed Thifault

Juliana Weinrich

Amelia Wiggins

John Zeller

Chloe Zerr

Many state and local scholarship applications are now available. Click below to
visit our Hamilton County 4-H Scholarships web page. You can view our
scholarship summary, download applications, and learn how you can apply for
national 4-H trips and receive money for continuing education.



Activities and Opportunities



Homemade for the Holidays will be a one-day LIVE event on Thursday, December
21 from 9 am to noon via ZOOM. However, there will be 5 or 6 additional pre-

recorded activities from 4-H Professionals around the nation which families/groups
can do at their leisure throughout the holiday break on the resource page. Register

for the FREE event at https://grayson.agrilife.org/holidaycamp

https://grayson.agrilife.org/holidaycamp
https://grayson.agrilife.org/holidaycamp
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrayson.agrilife.org%2Fholidaycamp&data=05%7C01%7Cwalthea%40purdue.edu%7C4075ec70dd95415c702008dbf2944da2%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638370490996984565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZgYcEVwGNEe8TC70I%2BrpPRy2i2rpLU4qpmwT8gggnIY%3D&reserved=0


https://forms.gle/PnPz3pXynJFGxNcYA
https://forms.gle/PnPz3pXynJFGxNcYA


Help Us Promote 4-H
The best way to market 4-H is to share your story. Post a fun 4-H experience
on your social media outlet. Tell your friends and neighbors about 4-H,or give
them our Discover 4-H Flyer!

Purdue Extension has yard signs, posters, buttons, and lots of 4-H swag to help
you promote 4-H in your neighborhood. We also have club flyers, FAQ sheets,
Mini 4-H flyers, and more. If you need any promotional materials for a local
event, we can help! Contact Bernie Huber for more information at
bchuber@purdue.edu or 317-776-0854. Now is the time to enroll!

https://mcusercontent.com/4478097e113017216fc1bd2bd/images/302ce922-bc93-4d7e-f8c0-3452f1312f04.png




http://forcesofnature.4honline.com/
http://forcesofnature.4honline.com/


Interested in poetry and public speaking?
High school students are invited to join Marion County 4-H to practice for the
state Poetry Out Loud competition, where young people recite poetry for a
chance to advance to national finals in Washington, D.C.! Over $50,000 in
prizes and school scholarships. Learn more and sign up to participate here.
[https://sites.google.com/view/4hpoetryoutloud/]

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2F4hpoetryoutloud%2Fhome&data=05%7C01%7Cwalthea%40purdue.edu%7Ca2b13485e01f430e3f0108dbf28dcc0c%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638370463048835695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=coKKSL6CaFWkLmxPyktOJj%2BMoCQUtRQgKmcp9xT0dx0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2F4hpoetryoutloud%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwalthea%40purdue.edu%7Ca2b13485e01f430e3f0108dbf28dcc0c%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638370463048835695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bZWXFaI6ltOFSqONmtpkceQs2Qjgmo5RNJgI79h64WU%3D&reserved=0




Date: Tuesday, February 13, 2024
Time: 8:30am EST to 2:30pm EST (approx.)

Who: Must be in grades 7-12 and registered in 4-H!
Cost: $20 to attend!

The cost is an additional $20 ($40 total) if the 4-H’er chooses to do
the overnight program on Monday, February 12 at the Indiana State
Fairgrounds (space is limited).
Payments are now accepted through 4HOnline!
Register here: Indiana 4-H Day at the Statehouse (4HOnline)

https://2024statehouse.4honline.com/#/public/ins_o/evt_1fm
https://2024statehouse.4honline.com/#/public/ins_o/evt_1fm
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F2024statehouse.4honline.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwalthea%40purdue.edu%7C87f59c2a71034e94974008dbf2994c87%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638370512470686012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FAIIScEu%2F%2FdeXqq7V4hW9f3aPvXUkLd2qWaasbAlF%2Fc%3D&reserved=0


https://drone-uav-comp-2024.4honline.com/
https://drone-uav-comp-2024.4honline.com/


Attention Volunteers

Our next 4-H Volunteer Meeting will be Wednesday, December 6 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Extension Office Conference Room. We will share the latest updates from
Indiana 4-H, elect a 4-H Volunteer Representative to the 4-H Council, and
discuss training opportunities. Please contact 4-H Youth Development Educator
Kathleen Bohde with questions.

mailto:bohde@purdue.edu


Hamilton County 4-H is searching for new project leaders for the following projects. A
project leader is a content specialist in that area who will answer questions, plan
workshops, and assist with 4-H Fair activities.
Chicken Barbecue
Creative Writing
Sportfishing
Robotics
 







Important Dates
 

December
Poinsettia Pick Up- December 6
Purdue Extension Office closed December 22 @ 12:00 p.m. - December
26 for the Holiday

Looking Ahead

Purdue Extension Office Closed for New Year's Day - January 1
Disover 4-H- January 3
2024 4-H Camp Shakamak- May 30- June 1
2024 Exploring 4-H Day Camp- June 11-12
2024 Hamilton County 4-H Fair July 18-22, Livestock Auction July 23
2024 Indiana State Fair - August 2-18

Your Purdue Extension Staff

317-776-0854

2003 Pleasant Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

extension.purdue.edu/county/Hamilt
on

Susan L. Peterson
County Extension Director

Extension Educator
Health & Human Services
speterson@purdue.edu

Kathleen Bohde
Extension Educator

4-H Youth Development
bohde@purdue.edu

Courtney Lockwood

Your 4-H Council

Adams Township
Nicholas Miller

Jared Glunt

Clay Township
Leslie Babione

Delaware Township
Jennifer Rumple

Fall Creek Township
Jared Roberts

Liz Trinkle

Jackson Township
Pat Robinson

Noblesville Township
Evelyn Burton

http://extension.purdue.edu/Hamilton
http://extension.purdue.edu/Hamilton
mailto:speterson@purdue.edu
mailto:bohde@purdue.edu


Extension Educator
Ag/Natural Resources

tate9@purdue.edu

Lisa Hanni
Program Assistant

Ag/Youth
lahanni@purdue.edu

Bernie Huber
Program Assistant

Health & Human Sciences
bchuber@purdue.edu

Kristen Yutzy
Program Assistant

kyutzy@purdue.edu

Brenda Moster
NEP Assistant

bmoster@purdue.edu

Corie Chatterton
NEP Community Wellness

Coordinator
cchatter@purdue.edu

Maggie Herrington
Office Manager

mherrington@purdue.edu

Kris Grinstead
Administrative Assistant

krisgrin@purdue.edu

Georgia Marshall
Secretary/Receptionist
glmarsha@purdue.edu

Alex Walther
Graphic Designer/Social Media

walthea@purdue.edu

Susan Wertz

Washington Township
Renee Beckner

Lisa Mills

Wayne Township
Sarah Reel

White River Township
Spencer Carson
Jennifer Sullivan

At-Large Representative
Lyneen Burrow
Dani Robinson
Joel Spencer

4-H Council Treasurer
Jackie Morgan

County Council Representative
Sue Maki

Leader Representatives
Josiah Allee

Gerrian deJong

Jr. Leader Representatives
Rebekah Vanderpool

Macie Barth

Extension Board Representative
Kathy Kreag Williams

Extension
Homemakers Representative

Sharon Parker

mailto:tate9@purdue.edu
mailto:bohde@purdue.edu
mailto:bchuber@purdue.edu
mailto:kyutzy@purdue.edu
mailto:bmoster@purdue.edu
mailto:cchatter@purdue.edu
http://mherrington@purdue.edu/
mailto:krisgrin@purdue.edu
mailto:glmarsha@purdue.edu
mailto:walthea@purdue.edu
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