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Johnsongrass, Weed Laws, and the Dubois County Weed Board 
  
As the county moves further into the summer season, landowners and managers are 
reminded that now is the time to complete weed eradication efforts on any noxious 
weeds on their properties.  Not only does control make sense economically for better 
crops and higher yields as well as more attractive residential properties, but it is also a 
requirement for all landowners under Indiana law. 
  
Indiana Code (IC) 15-16-8 law states that a person owning or possessing real estate 
in Indiana must control noxious weeds on property they own or manage by cutting or 
mowing and, if necessary, by plowing, cultivating, smothering or using chemicals in 
the bud state of growth or earlier, to prevent detrimental plants from maturing. Named 
specifically in the law as noxious plants in need of control are Canada thistle, John-
son grass, shattercane, poison hemlock, Columbus grass, bur cucumber and 
more. 
  
Individuals not attempting to control or eradicate these weeds are notified by the Weed 
Board upon complaint or observation of the need to control the spread of these weeds, 
and, if no actions are taken, the Weed Board is empowered to control the weeds 
themselves with costs passed on through the landowner’s county taxes. 
 
To report weed concerns for Dubois County, official “Request for Action” forms are 
available to file a complaint to the Dubois County Noxious Weed Board at the very bot-
tom of their website at: 
https://www.duboiscountyin.org/departments/county_noxious_weed_board.php  
  
After forms have noted complaint, location, and person requesting action, the Board 
will begin contacting the landowner upon whose property the problem vegetation is 
located to discuss needed solutions. 



Seasonal Tips for Cattlemen 
 
AUGUST 
 
 Discuss brucellosis vaccination with your veterinarian. 
 Pregnancy check heifers 35-60 days after breeding season 

ended. 
 Cull open heifers. 
 Apply 50 lbs., per acre, if warranted nitrogen to fescue to be 

stockpiled for fall and winter grazing at beginning of month. 
 Plan marketing strategy for the weaned calves (pre-

conditioning sales, etc.). 
 Check handling facilities for the fall processing. 
 Seed oats, turnips, and annual ryegrass now for fall grazing. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
 Give booster shots for clostridial diseases and vaccinate calves for IBR-PI3, BRSV, 

and BVD 2-4 weeks prior to weaning. 
 Treat cows and calves for lice and grubs.  Consult your veterinarian. 
 Weigh calves at weaning for performance evaluation of the cow herd. 
 Purebred producers should tattoo calves and send appropriate reports and/or records 

of ALL calves to your national breed association testing program. 
 Select potential replacement heifers from the non-implanted heifer group. 
 Pregnancy check cows and cull open, low performing, and problem females. 
 Put weaned calves on a productive pasture.  In preconditioning programs, feed 4-8 

pounds/head/day of 14-16% crude protein concentrate with high quality pasture or 
hay. 

 Harvest corn silage if near 60-65% moisture. 
 Provide trace mineralized salt containing selenium for the dry cows or continue 

providing complete mineral mix. 
 Seed wheat, rye, and triticale for fall and spring grazing or hay or grazing in the 

Spring. 





Fall Seeding Dates And Rates For Grasses & Legumes 
 

                                                                 Seeding Rate 
                                                            (Pounds Pure Live 
Forages                        Seeding Dates                  Seed Per Acre)* 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Grasses 
Barley                   Sept. 15 -   Oct. 15                96 
Kentucky Bluegrass    Aug. 1  - Sept. 15                  5-10 
Orchardgrass             Aug. 1  - Sept. 1     10 
Reed canarygrass        Aug. 1  - Sept. 1   6-8 
Rye                       Sept. 15 - Oct. 30                 112 
Ryegrass                  Aug. 1  - Sept. 1   15-20 
Smooth bromegrass     Aug. 1  - Sept. 1                 10-15 
Spring Oats               Aug. 1  - Sept. 1    96 
                                      (Fall Grazing) 
Tall fescue               Aug. 1  - Sept. 1                 15 
Timothy                   Aug. 1  - Nov. 1                 3-6 
Triticale                 Sept. 15 - Oct. 30                100 
Wheat                     Sept. 15 - Oct. 30               120 
 
Legumes 
Alfalfa                   Aug. 1 - Sept. 1   12-15 
Alsike clover             Aug. 1 - Sept. 1            6-10 
Birdsfoot trefoil         Aug. 1 - Sept. 1               4- 6 
Hairy vetch               Aug. 1 -  Oct. 1           20-30 
Ladino clover             Aug. 1 - Sept. 1           2- 4 
Red clover                Aug. 1 - Sept. 1            8-10 
White Dutch clover     Aug. 1 - Sept. 1            2- 4      
      * Rate as Pure Live Seed 
 
Additional information on seeding forages for hay and pasture use in Indiana can be found in “Forage 
Selection and Seeding Guide for Indiana” (AY-253-W) by Johnson, Rhykerd and Trott at:  
 
   http://www.ces.purdue.edu/extmedia/AY/AY-253-W.html . 





Tar Spot: What To Look For In Corn And Making An Informed  
Decision On Fungicide Application 

 
Tar spot continues to be a concern this season. Tar spot may be hard to find early Figure 5 shows exam-
ples on how small the initial tar spot lesions (stromata) will be. I am not as worried about finding these 
first tar spots in the first few leaves of the corn, what I’m really interested in to make an informed de-
cision on putting a fungicide out, is what are you finding once corn is V8-V10? At that point I usual-
ly find the tar spot (stromata) in fully-expanded leaves knee to hip height in the canopy and this what we 
are really looking to find. We will continue to monitor for disease and keep you updated. Again, the re-
cent favorable weather has helped to promote tar spot. 
 
I would like to make a few recommendations. 
 
1. If you have a history of the tar spot it is time to keep an eye out and make an informed manage-

ment decision. 
2. Once corn has reached V10 then look at the new Crop Rick Tool (https://

cropprotectionnetwork.org/crop-disease-forecasting) to see if environmental risk is high in your 
field. This tool replaces the Tarspotter App. 

3. What to look for when scouting: Small, black, raised spots (circular or oval) develop on infected 
plants, and may appear on one or both sides of the leaves, leaf sheaths, and husks. Spots may be 
found on both healthy (green) and dying (brown) tissue. 

4. You can use the Crop Risk Tool initially to tell you to get out and scout (but right now the whole 
state of Indiana has been high risk) – we have time to apply fungicides if we find tar spot in the lower 
canopy. We don’t want to apply fungicides before growth stages of V10. 

5. Research has shown the best return on investment in making a fungicide application in corn occurs 
when the fungal diseases are active in the corn canopy between VT to R3. You just need to be 
scouting for those early lesions to help inform your decision making. 

6. But, don’t wait too long, if significant disease develops in the upper canopy, then a fungicide applica-
tion may be too late at that time. 

 
When should I be putting out a fungicide? 
 
A well-timed, informed fungicide application will be 
important to reduced disease severity when it is need-
ed, and we recommend holding off until the diseases 
is active in your field and corn is at least nearing tas-
sel/silk (VT/R1) or even blister (R2). Scouting will be 
especially important if the recent rains we have seen 
continue. 
 
We are working hard to try to understand this new dis-
ease to minimize losses. The good news is that there 
are a number of fungicides are highly efficacious 
against tar spot here in Indiana when applied from tas-
sel (VT) to milk (R3). I would recommend picking a 
product with multiple modes of action. The national 
Corn Disease Working Group has developed a very useful fungicide efficacy table for corn diseases (see 
link). 
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-corn-diseases 
 
To read this full article visit: https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/   











Hydroponic Crop Production Workshop Offered for Home and 
Commercial Growers 

 
Purdue University’s Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture will offer a 
one-day workshop about hydroponic crop production July 12 for home and commer-
cial growers.  

Participants will learn about hydroponic crop production, how to manage environmental 
conditions, and considerations for small-scale and commercial-scale production. Krish-
na Nemali, associate professor of horticulture and the controlled environment agricul-
ture Extension specialist, will lead the workshop.  

“The workshop will provide both classroom-style and experiential learning opportunities 
to participants,” Nemali said. “The hands-on activities take place in one of our green-
houses that showcases different hydroponic production systems and vegetable crops. 
Both sessions are highly discussion-oriented and provide many opportunities for inter-
action among participants and trainers.”  

The workshop will run from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Department of Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture classroom and greenhouse complex at 625 Agricultural Mall 
Drive, West Lafayette.  

Registration costs $60 per person and will be capped at 40 people. Parking is free, and 
lunch and snacks will be provided. Attendees can register and learn more  
http://www.purdue.edu/conferences/HydroponicWorkshop .   For questions or addition-
al information, please contact Lori Jolly-Brown at ljollybr@purdue.edu.  



MarketReady Training Supports Producers Expanding to 
Wholesale Markets 

Purdue Extension is hosting a MarketReady training session from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. ET 
Sept. 18 in Greensburg. As Indiana’s local food producers look to expand into new mar-
keting channels, this program provides the tools and resources necessary to thrive in 
today’s marketplace.     

The MarketReady program, originally developed by the University of Kentucky, will focus 
on enhancing essential skills such as product quality, food safety, insurance and risk 
management, which are critical components for successful wholesale selling. The train-
ing will also include a panel of buyers to offer insights into selling to wholesale markets.   

“MarketReady equips local food producers with the knowledge and confidence to take 
their business to the next level,” said Sarah Hanson, Purdue’s food systems coordinator. 
“This training helps ensure they are prepared to meet the demands of buyers while 
maintaining the quality of their products.”   

The training will take place at Purdue Extension’s Decatur County office, 545 S. County 
Road 200 W., Greensburg. Registration is $75 and includes lunch. Participants should 
register here before 6 p.m. Sept. 10. More information can be found here.   

Questions can be directed to Hanson at 765-543-1230 or sspeedy@purdue.edu. If you 
are in need of accommodations or language services to attend this program, please 
contact Hanson by Sept. 9. Participants under 18 years of age must be accompanied by 
a parent or legal guardian.   

Purdue Extension will be hosting more MarketReady trainings across Indiana. To fill out 
an interest survey, please visit puext.in/MarketReady. 







Late Summer Garden Calendar 

Flowers, Vegetables, and Small 
Fruits Calendar 

 
August 
  

• Keep the garden well-watered during dry 
weather and free of weeds, insects, and 
disease. 
• Complete fall garden planting by direct 
seeding carrots, beets, kohlrabi, kale, and 
snap beans early this month. Lettuce, 
spinach, radishes, and green onions can 
be planted later in August and early Sep-
tember. Don’t forget to thin seedlings to 
appropriate spacing as needed. 
• Harvest onions after the tops yellow and 
fall, then cure them in a warm, dry, well-
ventilated area. The necks should be free 
of moisture when fully cured in approxi-
mately one week’s time. 
• Harvest potatoes after the tops yellow 
and die. Potatoes need to be cured before 
storage. 
• Pick beans (all types), tomatoes, pep-
pers, and squash often to encourage fur-
ther production. 
• Harvest watermelon when several fac-
tors indicate ripeness: the underside 
ground spot turns from whitish to creamy 
yellow; the tendril closest to the melon 
turns brown and shrivels; the rind loses its 
gloss and appears dull; and the melon 
yields a dull thud sound rather than a ring-
ing sound when 
thumped. 
• Harvest sweet corn when kernels are 
plump and ooze a milky juice when punc-
tured with your fingernail. If the liquid is 
watery, you’re too early; if the kernels are 
doughy, you’re too late. 
• Keep faded flowers pinched off of bed-
ding plants to promote further flowering 
and to improve plant appearance. 
• Spade or till soil for fall bulb planting and 
add a moderate amount of fertilizer. 

Woody Landscape Plants and 
Fruit Trees Calendar 

 
August 
 

• Keep newly established plants well-
watered when weather is dry. 
• Check trees and shrubs that have been 
planted in recent years for girdling damage 
by guy wires, burlap, or ropes. 
• Don’t fertilize woody plants now. It stimu-
lates late growth that will not have time to 
harden-off properly before winter. 
• Hand prune and destroy bagworms, fall 
webworms, and tent caterpillars. 
• Pears are best ripened off the tree, so do 
not wait for the fruit to turn yellowish on 
the tree. Harvest pears when color of fruit 
changes — usually from a dark green to a 
lighter green — and when the fruit is easily 
twisted and removed from the spur. 
• Prune and destroy the raspberry and 
blackberry canes that bore fruits this year. 
They will not produce fruit again next year, 
but they may harbor insect and disease 
organisms. 

Lawn Calendar 
 

August 
  

• If white grubs were a problem last year, 
the lawn should be treated in early August 
to prevent further injury. Be sure to apply 
insecticides at the proper rate and follow 
with at least 1/2 inch of irrigation for best 
protection. 
 • Begin seeding new lawns & bare spots 
in established lawns in late August or Sep-
tember. 
 • Established lawns can be fertilized be-
ginning in late August if moisture is ade-
quate. Use a fertilizer high in nitrogen with 
a low level of phosphorus and a moderate 
level of potassium such as 16-4-8 or       
30-3-10. 

By Rosie Lerner , Purdue Horticultural Department  
More info at: http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/HO-92.pdf  
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2025 
 
July 12  Purdue Hydroponic Crop Production Workshop (West Lafayette) 
July 14-18 Dubois County 4-H Fair (Bretzville) 
July 22  Purdue Forage Weed Management Field Day/PARP (Cuzco) 
Aug. 1-17 Indiana State Fair (Indianapolis) 
Aug. 6  Purdue Farmer-To-Farmer Organic Field day (Kokomo) 
Aug. 14  Superior Ag Agronomic Plots Field Day/PARP (Dale) 
Aug. 15  Summer Annual Forage & Soil Health Field Day (Kyana) 
Aug. 23  SIPAC Invasive Species for the Private Landowner Wkshp.(Cuzco) 
Aug. 26  Indiana Farm Bureau Drainage School (Indianapolis) 
Aug. 28  Greener Pastures Field Day (Ferdinand) 
Sept. 18  Purdue MarketReady Training (Greensburg) 
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