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Summer is always a busy season for Extension across the 

state.  For most counties, their full county fairs are occur-

ring including judging of static and livestock projects.  Here 

in DeKalb County we have the pleasure of having 2 differ-

ent judging events for our 4-H Youth to participate in.  The 

first is our Summer Judging which occurs in July.  During this 

event, youth complete non-livestock projects in the 4-H 

Program.  These projects include Aerospace, BBQ, Cake 

Decorating, Arts and Crafts, Gardening, Sewing, Construc-

tion Toys (Legos), Photography, Baking, Woodwork-

ing….the list could go on and on.  Almost 50% of our youth 

participate in just the Summer Judging Projects. Also dur-

ing the summer months, our 4-H Goat Does are exhibited 

and Dog, Horse and Pony, Draft Horse, and ATV Projects 

complete their projects. The Fall Fair, that most people rec-

ognize, is where our youth exhibit their livestock projects. 

 

We are incredibly proud of all of our youth that complete 

their projects throughout the year! 

 

~Elysia, Effie, Angela, Kim 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S   

JULY 28 Purdue Small Ruminant Lunch & Learn 

JULY 27 Anderson Field Day (Waterloo, IN) 

AUG 25 Northern Purdue Ag Center Field Day 

So Lush, So Green, And Oh So Poisonous 
By: Keith Johnson, Purdue University Forage Specialist 

It is that time of year when the yew (pronounced like the letter “U”) is likely in need of a 
trim to look best as a landscaping plant. Yews have been used as a common landscaping 
shrub or small tree for decades. They have closely spaced, glossy, rather tough, dark 
green, linear pointed-end leaves that are 1.5 – 2 inches long. Hard-to-see male and fe-
male flowers are found on separate plants and form fleshy red to yellow fruits that con-
tain a single seed. 

Many plants have poisonous compounds that can cause all kinds of concerns, and even 
death, if consumed. The interactions that I have had with veterinarians, suggest that the 
yew is right at or near the top of plants that cause livestock death. A disheartening sce-
nario is when yew trimmings are thrown over the fence by the livestock owner or neigh-
bor thinking that the trimmings would make a great snack for the livestock. Fresh or dry 
trimmings, it doesn’t matter. The result will be the same – death. 

Yews are hardy perennial land-
scaping plants, but don’t toss the 
trimmings to your equine, herd, 
or flock or they won’t see the light 
of the next day. 

A yew bush used as landscaping is in need of 
a trim. Don’t feed the trimmings to livestock 
or death will occur.  
(Photo Credit: Keith Johnson)  

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/author/keith-johnson/
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By: Rosie Lerner, Retired Purdue University Horticulture Specialist 

Early Heat Wave Challenges Gardens and Gardeners 

The early arrival of summer’s steamy weather is tough on garden plants and their gardeners. It is 
really difficult to stay motivated to keep up with garden chores when you’re already dripping with 
perspiration by 9 a.m.! 

Although the weeds, insects, diseases and critters don’t seem to have any trouble thriving in this 
weather, some vegetable crops have trouble producing when under stress. Tomatoes, peppers, mel-
ons, squash, pumpkins, cucumbers and beans often drop their blossoms without setting fruit when 
day temperatures are above 90. There’s not much you can do but wait for cooler temperatures to 
prevail. As more favorable conditions return, the plants will resume normal fruit set. 

Sweet corn is also likely to have trouble setting fruit in such hot weather. Unfortunately, you only 
get one flush of flowering with corn; so, if your plants just happen to be shedding pollen when the 
weather is stressful, you can expect poor ear fill later. 

Cool-season crops, such as lettuce and spin-
ach, will bolt – or produce – seed stalks, caus-
ing the flavor of the leaves to become bitter. 
It’s best to remove these crops and replant 
with heat-tolerant vegetables, such as beans, 
carrots or chard. 

Newly set transplants will require more fre-
quent watering and will benefit by shading 
from midday sun to avoid wilting. In some cas-
es, plants will wilt during midday despite all 
your efforts, simply because the leaves are los-
ing moisture faster than the root system can 
take up water. In this case, the plants should 
recover in the evening and morning hours 
when temperatures are cooler. 

Extremes in temperature and soil moisture 
often bring on blossom-end rot, a dry, leathery 
scarring of the blossom end of the fruit on crops, such as tomatoes, peppers and squash. Irrigating 
during dry periods and mulching to conserve soil moisture will help minimize this problem. 

Container plants out on the patio will really be stressed by the heat wave, since they have much less 
buffering of temperature extremes on the root system. In addition to watering more frequently in 
hot weather, provide afternoon shade, if possible, to help keep them a bit cooler. 

The good news is that the weather is always changing. The extreme heat won’t last forever – it will 
just seem like it! In the meantime, try not to overdo the garden work. Aim to complete your chores 
very early in the morning or in the evening when the sun is less intense. And take frequent breaks 
and drink plenty of water to keep yourself from wilting. 

Bolting, as seen here with these lettuce plants, can occur due to 

changes in the length of day, higher temperatures at a certain 

time in the growth cycle, or the existence of stress, such as  

Insufficient water.                                                      Cornell University 
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Ice Cream & Frozen Custard 

According to the FDA’s standards 
of identity for ice cream, it’s 
“produced by freezing, while stir-
ring, a pasteurized mix” consist-
ing of one or more of a slew of 
“optional dairy ingredients.” 

That includes all manner of milk: 
condensed, concentrated, evapo-
rated, sweetened, skim, butter-
milk, and more — as well as 
cream and “plastic cream,” which 
is not plastic and is sometimes 
known as concentrated milk fat. 
For a product to be labeled ice 
cream, it also has to contain no 
less than 10% milk fat, and must 
weigh no less than 4.5 lbs. to the 
gallon. This is what’s known as 
“overrun” — it refers to the 
amount of air that’s whipped into 
the product. The standard pre-
vents manufacturers from, essen-
tially, selling you air. 

On that note… While both ice 
cream and frozen custard are 
made with a foundation of milk, 
cream, and sugar, custard should 
contain 1.4% egg yolk solids by 
weight of the finished food, the  

In general, you can rest easy 
knowing you’re eating ice cream 
or frozen custard if those words 
are on the label. So if you spot a 
product on the shelves reading 
“frozen dairy dessert,” though 
might contain milk and other in-
gredients in ice cream, they may 
be filled with more air or other-
wise fall short of the FDA’s re-
quirements. 

Gelato 

While gelato is related to ice 
cream, the Italian version is usu-
ally creamier and more spreada-
ble, because it has less air 
whipped into it than ice cream. It 
also contains less butterfat than 
ice cream — around 4% to 9% — 
and is served at a higher temper-
ature, explains Luciano Ferrari, 
senior instructor and technical 
director at the Carpigiano Gelato 
University in Bologna, Italy. 

“Consequently, gelato provides a 
greater flavor experience be-
cause there is less fat that coats 
the taste buds, more flavor per 
spoonful — due to lower quantity 
of air — and the taste buds are 
more alive since the temperature 
is not so cold as to dull their sen-
sitivity,” Ferrari noted. 

And while you may find gelato on 
supermarket shelves now in the 
U.S., he says “authentic” gelato is 

produced fresh almost every day 
in relatively small quantities, and 
is sold directly to the public in a 
large number of flavors. 
 

Soft Serve 

Then there’s the stuff that comes 
out of a spout at Dairy Queen — 
soft serve. Because it’s never 
packaged and frozen, there are 
no FDA standards of identity for 
it, but most people likely think of it 
as ice cream. 

Soft serve generally has less milk 
fat than ice cream and is served 
at a lower temperature. It’s con-
stantly churned to introduce air, 
resulting in soft, fluffier texture. 

According to the International 
Dairy Foods Association, soft 
serve is “typically dispensed from 
the ice cream freezer for immedi-
ate consumption by the consum-
er on cones or shakes at food 
service establishments.” Because 
it’s meant to be eaten right away, 
it has to be dispensed from the 
freezer in a semi-firm state, 
“which is achieved by freezing at 
a higher temperature, but with 
less air so that the product re-
mains creamy but stiff.” 

Soft serve can vary by region or 
restaurant preference — some 
mixes are more like frozen cus-
tard and contain egg yolks, while 
others are simply a fluffier version 
of ice cream. 

July is National Ice Cream Month 

What’s The Difference Between Ice Cream, Frozen Custard, And Gelato? 
by Mary Beth Quirk, for Consumerist Magazine  

Sure, you may pride yourself on the fact that you know chocolate milk does not come from brown 
cows, but how are strong is your knowledge of other dairy products? Don’t worry, if you can’t tell ice 
cream from frozen custard, we’ve got you covered.  Depending on where you grew up or where you 
live in the world, your idea of the perfect dairy dessert may differ. 
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 I M P O R TA N T  DAT E S  

JUNE 23  County Sheep/Goat ID, 5-6 pm - Fairgrounds  

JUNE 25   County Swine ID, 8-10 pm - Fairgrounds 

JUNE 26  Rabbit ID (4-H Online Help), 2-4 pm - Exhibit Hall  

JULY 1  FairEntry Deadline for Summer Projects  

JULY 1  4-H Online entry for Fall Fair Animals  

JULY 1  
4HOnline entry for Summer Goats, FairEntry class selections for 
Summer Goats, Worksheets for Summer Goats due to 
Extension Office, YQCA due for Summer Goats  

JULY 1  
Nomination forms for Rabbit and Poultry due in Extension 
Office 

JULY 9  Goat Workshop - 9-10 am,  

JULY 16  4-H Summer Doe Show - 8:00 am Check-in, 9:00 am Show Starts 

JULY 18-21 Summer Judging!  

JULY 22-23 Horse & Pony Exhibition Show  

JULY 30  Sheep Workshop - 5-6 pm, Exhibit Hall  

AUG 20  ATV Exhibition Ride - 10:00 am –12:00 pm, Horse Arena  

AUG 27  Poultry Banding/ID - 9-11 am, Exhibit Hall  

Rabbit ID (Fryer, Meat Pen, Litter) Paperwork and FairEntry Help 
- 2-4 pm, Exhibit Hall  

SEPT 6 Beef Feeder ID - 6-7:30 pm, Beef Barn (4-H Online Help) 

SEPT 8  
4HOnline Entry for Beef Feeders, FairEntry for Fall Fair Animals 
and Crops Exhibits 

SEPT 8 Worksheets due to Extension Office, YQCA Due  W
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4-H Camp 2022 
4-H Camp was June 8-10! The 4-H’ers had 

so much fun and our counselors were 

excellent! Thank you to Carlie Taylor, 

Aubree Page, Briar Musey, Luke Collins 

and Cody Collins for helping put on camp 

for younger 4-H members!  
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Rabbit Project Members!  

Remind Code  
Stay up to date will all information 

regarding the Rabbit Project!  

Rabbit Show Aprons Sale!  

4-H members are allowed to wear aprons 

this year, just like you did with the white 

lab coats in previous years. The aprons will 

be $15.00. If you would like to add a name, 

it will be an additional $5.00. The design is 

below. Please send a check in the mail and 

make it payable to Tonya DePew and put in 

the memo "Aprons."  

Link: https://bit.ly/RabbitAprons  

bit.ly/JudgesAssistant 
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10-YEAR 
Member Spotlight 

Over the next several months, we will take the opportunity to highlight our  
10-year 4-H members.  These youth have completed ten consecutive years in  

the 4-H program.  Thank you for your leadership, service and qualities  
that each of you have added to our 4-H program. 

ROWAN TINKER  

• Eastside Jr-Sr High School  

• I plan to attend Purdue University to major in pre-pharmacy 
after graduation 

• Favorite 4-H memory was spending time with friends during 
the shows of the 2021 county fair. 

• Advice for current 4-H members is to get to know other 4-Hers! 

LANE SUTTON  

• I will be graduating from Garrett High School. 

• After graduation I plan on continuing in the work force. 

• My favorite 4-H memory is when I won Reserve Champion Swine 
Showmanship in 2017. 

• My advice to other 4-H members is always do your best and 
remember what you put into it is what your going to get out of it. 

FAITH MCCLAIN  

• Attends Eastside High School 

• Faith plans to attend Rock Valley College in Rockford, Illinois to further 
her academic and athletic softball career 

• Favorite memory is winning Reserve Grand Champion with her Broken 
Polish 

• Advice: have fun and enjoy the project. It can be stressful in the 
moment but worth it in the long run. It will be over before you know it 
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Tumbler Sale  

DeKalb County 4-H is selling tumblers for 
$20.00. Each tumbler will come with 5 free 
punches of coffee that can be redeemed at 
the 4-H Food Stand during Fair Week! All or-
ders will be preorders! Orders will be due 
the night of the Summer 4-H Fair Open 
House, Thursday, July 21st. Orders must be 
paid for in advance.  All orders will be in by 
the 4-H county fair. The club that sells the 
most tumblers will receive a FREE PIZZA par-
ty! You can mail the money to the 4-H office 
or to Ryan DePew. There is an online option, 
if you would like to order online. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact 
Ryan DePew at (980) 228-6766. 

https://bit.ly/tumblersales 
Summer 4-H Fair Open House 

It is that time of the year again! The 
Summer 4-H Fair Open House is just 
around the corner. Come on out and 

support your DeKalb County 4-H 
youth! On July 21st, 2022, from 4:00-
6:30pm at the Exhibit Hall, we will be 
hosting an Open House to show off all 
the Summer Projects that were exhib-
ited this past week! There will be food, 

drinks, a silent auction, awards 
(7:00pm start), and a live auction dur-
ing the awards program! All proceeds 
will help benefit the youth of DeKalb 
County! If you are interested in do-

nating to the silent auction, please feel 
free to reach out to  

Ryan DePew at (980) 228-6766! 

Community Service 
Opportunity!  

Every Sunday from 8 am - 12 pm 
a crew will be working at the 
Fairgrounds and they will assign 
tasks that need to be done to in-
terested Clubs.  Adult supervi-
sion of club members is our re-
sponsibility.  Clubs do not have 
to work all 4 hours unless they 
want to.  We will have other pro-
jects coming up soon as well. 

https://bit.ly/tumblersales
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MINI 4-H NEWS: 
Meetings will be held in the Exhibit Hall 
(Fairgrounds).  Club dues ($5 per child)  
need to be paid in order to receive the 

project manuals at the office. 

Other meeting dates: 
• June 22 - Mini 4-H Day Camp 

•Monday, August 8, 6:00 pm  
•Saturday, Sept. 17 - Mini 4-H 

Judging  

 

C L O V E R  H U N T  
Find the black & white 4-H clover logo hidden  

somewhere within this newsletter. To win the prize  

(Grow Your Own Clover kit, 4-H Mug, and 4-H 

Lollipops), email Effie (campb314@purdue.edu) with the 

correct description of it’s location and have the chance 

to win this month’s prize. Winner will be announced on 

June 13.  

 

Contest open to Mini 4-H and regular 4-H members 

ONLY. Prize will be available for pick-up at the Extension 

Office once winner has been notified. 

(SAMPLE ONLY) 

All 4-H youth enrolled in a LIVESTOCK PROJECT 

(Beef, Dairy Beef, Dairy, Goat, Poultry, Rabbit, 

Sheep and Swine) must be YQCA certified.  

The program can be taken in person or online.  

Youth can take YQCA training at any county most 

convenient for them. 

New Website: yqcaprogram.org  

You must create a YQCA account and PRE-REGISTER 

for the training in order to get credit for attending.   

4-H livestock members may take the ONLINE 

training at any time, at the cost of $12 per child.  A 

video and instructions on how to register for online 

training are available on our website. 

If you did not take a class in-person, you need 

to print off your certificate and email it to Effie 

at campb314@purdue.edu to receive credit! 
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DON’T FORGET YOUR GENERAL RECORD SHEETS: 
The General Record Sheets have been distributed with your 4-H manuals (static projects). If you have lost 

yours or didn’t get one, you can find it on the DeKalb 4-H Hub at bit.ly/DeKalb4HHub 

2022 SUMMER JUDGING SCHEDULE 
PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE SCHEDULE TO KNOW WHEN TO 

CHECK-IN YOUR PROJECT(S) AND WHEN IT WILL BE JUDGED 

SATURDAY, JULY 16 

8:00 AM—Check-in for Summer Goat Show (Breeding Goat Does and Pack/

Pleasure/Pet Goats) 

• 4-H Summer Goat Show will begin promptly at 9:00 am  

SUNDAY, JULY 17 

4:00-6:00 PM —Static Project Check-in/FairEntry Tag Pick-up (If you pick up your 

tags early, you will not need to check in during July 18-20, just go straight to    

judging!) 

• You will need to bring your completed General Record Sheet with you to pick-up tags/

check-in!  

• Families will enter from the SOUTH END of the Fairgrounds to help prevent congestion on 

Union St. 

• FairEntry Team will be staged at the North Food Stand with someone checking to make 

sure your cards and entries are correct. 

• Foods, Foods Preservation, and Modern Meals entries will be submitted at the MIDDAUGH 

HALL Check-in Station...no one other than volunteers will be allowed in the building. 

July 18—July 20 

8:00 am to Project Judging Time  

• All projects need to be checked in (if you did not pick up tags on Sunday) at 

the MIDDAUGH HALL Check-in Station and then go to the judging location.  
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2022 SUMMER JUDGING SCHEDULE 
Please read carefully to know when your project will be judged! 

MONDAY, JULY 18 

9:00 am – Beekeeping, Genealogy, Veterinary Science – Exhibit Hall 

9:00 am – Foods/Foods Preservation – Middaugh Hall  

10:00 am – Animal Posters, Electric, Child Development – Exhibit Hall 

11:00 am – Construction Toy Models - Exhibit Hall  

11:30 am – Garden Check-in – Exhibit Hall  

12:00 pm – Garden – Exhibit Hall  

12:00 pm – Collections, Floriculture, Cake Decorating – Middaugh Hall  

TUESDAY, JULY 19 

9:00 am – Any Other Crafts, Fine Arts, Models, Needlecrafts – Exhibit Hall  

9:00 am – Scrapbooking, Woodworking – Middaugh Hall 

10:30 am – Aerospace – Exhibit Hall  

11:00 am – Gift Wrapping, Home Environment, Health – Exhibit Hall 

11:00 am – Modern Meals, Recycling, Self-Determined – Middaugh Hall  

11:30 am – Sport Fishing, Tractor Poster – Exhibit Hall  

12:00 pm – Forestry, Weather – Exhibit Hall  

12:30 pm – Entomology, Wildlife, Shooting Sports – Exhibit Hall  

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 

8:30 am – Consumer Clothing Check-in – Middaugh Hall  

8:45 am – Consumer Clothing Interviews – Middaugh Hall 

9:00 am – Geology, Photography Level 1 – Exhibit Hall 

9:15 am – Consumer Clothing Modeling, Senior Fashion Revue Check-in – Middaugh Hall  

9:30 am – Barbeque Project Drop Off - Exhibit Hall  

9:45 am – Senior Fashion Revue Judging, Junior Fashion Revue Check-in/Junior Sewing Check-in –        
 Middaugh Hall 

10:00 am – Barbeque, Small Animals – Exhibit Hall  

10:15 am – Senior Wearable & Non-Wearable Sewing Judging, Junior Fashion Revue – Middaugh Hall 

10:30 am – Verbal Communications – Exhibit Hall  

11:00 am – Junior Wearable & Non-Wearable Sewing Judging – Middaugh Hall 

11:00 am – Photography Level 2 & 3 – Exhibit Hall  

THURSDAY, JULY 21 

4:00-6:30 PM—4-H Open House  

Champion Project Display, Exhibit Hall   

7:00 pm – “Tops in 4-H” & Summer Awards Program & Live Auction—Middaugh Hall  

Remaining Non-State Fair Projects should be picked up  
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4HONLINE & FAIRENTRY 

Make sure to enter your Summer Goats into FairEntry 
(for the Summer Goat Show) from June 1 to July 1. 

Please note that we are only entering Summer Goats 
into the system at this time.  All other species will 
open for online registration in August. 

 There is are step-by-step instructions available 

on the DeKalb 4-H Hub https://bit.ly/

DeKalb4HHub 

As always, if you have any questions, please call the 
Extension Office at (260) 925-2562. 

4-H SUMMER GOAT EXHIBITORS 

If you did not attend a Goat Workshop, you will need 
to complete a worksheet to be eligible to exhibit your 

animal in the Summer Goat Show. Worksheets are 
due by July 1 and are available on the website at 

https://extension.purdue.edu/dekalb/  

JULY 16 GOAT SHOW INFORMATION  

If you wish to show from your trailer, during the Goat 
Show, you may. Check-in will begin at 8:00 am. To be 
able to exhibit, you must complete all the 
requirements for the project and complete YQCA.  

PREMISE ID NUMBERS 

If you are showing cattle, swine, sheep, or goats you 
are required by law to apply for a Premise ID number 
from the Indiana Board of Animal Health (BOAH).  You 
will need this number to nominate your animals, so 
get your number at www.in.gov/boah/2700.htm 

 Summer Goat Show  

Swine Tagging 

Information   

TAGS COST $3 PER PIG 

Three options to get your pigs tagged: 

1. Schedule a time to have your pigs tagged at your 

farm by a Swine Committee member. 

 -  $3 per tag per pig. 

 -  $20 per farm visit (All money will be put in the 4-H 

Council fund). 

 -  On-farm tagging will begin around  June 12—June 

30 

 -  To schedule a time, text or call Kevin Days at 260-

243-0266 or another Swine Committee member. 

 

2. Pick up tags at the Extension Office and self-tag your 

pigs. 

 -  $3 per tag per pig 

 -  Must take a picture of the tag in the pig’s ear and 

 text it to Kevin Days at 260-243-0266 to confirm 

 the tags are in the pigs’ ears, or an on-farm visit 

 can be scheduled by a Swine Committee member. 

 -  Pigs must be tagged and photos submitted by July 

1st. 

3. Swine ID Day at the Fairgrounds. 

 -  Saturday, June 25 

 -  8:00 am - 10:00 am 

 -  $3 per tag per pig 

https://extension.purdue.edu/dekalb/
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IMPORTANT LIVESTOCK DATES 
BEEF 

September 8-4H Online Entry Due for 

BEEF FEEDER CALF  

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 

DAIRY 

July 1-4HOnline Entry Due for ALL DAIRY 

ANIMALS 

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 

DAIRY FEEDERS AND STEERS 

JUNE 4- DAIRY FEEDER ID  

July 1-4HOnline Entry Due for DAIRY  

FEEDER CALVES 

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 

GOAT 

JUNE 23 – COUNTY GOAT/SHEEP ID DAY 

July 1-4HOnline AND Fair Entry Entries 

Due for SUMMER GOAT EXHIBITORS 

(DOES AND PLEASURE CLASSES) 

WETHERS 

July 1-4HOnline Entry Due for FALL FAIR  

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for FALL FAIR 

WETHERS 

 

HORSE AND PONY/DRAFT ANIMAL 

See you at Summer Judging!  

POULTRY 

July 1-Poultry Nomination Forms DUE in  

Extension Office 

August 27-Poultry ID/Banding 

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 

RABBIT 

June 26- Rabbit ID Day, Exhibit Hall 

July 1-Rabbit Nomination Forms DUE in  

Extension Office 

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 

 

SHEEP 

JUNE 23- COUNTY GOAT/SHEEP ID DAY 

July 1-4HOnline Entry Due for ALL SHEEP 

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 

SWINE 

June 25- Swine ID Day 

July 1-4HOnline Entry Due for ALL 

SWINE  

September 8-ALL Class selections MUST 

be made in Fair Entry for Fall Fair Entries 
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From Angela’s Desk: 

As the summer months approach, I wanted to give thanks and appreci-

ation to a group called the DeKalb County Extension Homemakers. 

They are approaching their 100 year anniversary! Yes, you heard that 

right—100 years! I have grown to love these ladies over the last al-

most 8 years and have learned a great deal from them.  So, who are the 

DeKalb County Extension Homemakers? I have put together a history 

of the Extension Homemakers in general, but also want to celebrate 

our local organization.  If you happen to see any of these ladies, please 

extend a thank you for their service, a kind word for their efforts, and 

your respect for a job well done! 
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The Indiana Extension Homemakers Association began in 1913 as a social and educational organization 

for women. Before changing to their current name in the 1960s, the group(s) were also referred to as 

Home Economics clubs and Home Demonstration clubs, due to the focus on demonstration work to edu-

cate women about matters relating to the farm and home. In these efforts, the home was recognized as a 

contributing factor to the relative success of farms, and the work of 

homemakers was recognized as critical to ensuring said successes. Many 

of the lessons taught were related to food preservation, gardening, sew-

ing, and home maintenance. 
 

The individual clubs were supported by both county groups and a 

statewide organization.  There was an extension office at Purdue Univer-

sity in West Lafayette, Indiana.  From the Purdue office, individuals went 

out to the counties around the state and taught new ways to do chores at 

home.  With the growth in the number of groups throughout the state 

this became impossible.  Therefore, the counties each received their own 

officers who would meet members of several of the local groups at the 

county offices and teach them the lessons.  The individuals who attend-

ed the instruction would then go back to their groups and demonstrate 

the methods learned to their fellow club members. 
 

Although the clubs were not restricted to rural membership, the affiliation of the homemakers exten-

sion with farms and the farm extension services resulted in a membership that was primarily rural. The 

IEHA has also been instrumental in the growth and success of 4H programs throughout the state. Early 

leaders and educators in the Indiana Extension Homemakers Association include notable women from 

Purdue University like Lella Gaddis, Virginia Claypool Meredith, and Eva Goble. 
 

Although the meetings and mission of the Extension Homemakers Association was always officially to 

educate women and make home processes more efficient and productive, the groups also served as a 

social outlet for women who typically did not spend much time outside of the home. More closely relat-

ed to this social aspect of the Homemakers Association was the Extension Homemakers Chorus (1934-

1974), organized and conducted by Albert Stewart. Individual chapters or counties would practice 

songs from the song of the month books distributed by Stewart before occasionally meeting as a large 

group to rehearse and perform. The chorus performed throughout the state, as well as some more nota-

ble national and international performances. 
 

The Indiana Extension Homemakers Association remains active throughout the state today, and has ex-

panded their reach to include philanthropic endeavors. Their vision statement, created in 2012, states: 

"The Indiana Extension Homemakers are dedicated to empowering and enriching the lives of individu-

als, families and communities. 

Source: https://archives.lib.purdue.edu/agents/corporate_entities/378 & https://indianahistory.org 

The History of the Indiana Extension Homemakers 

https://archives.lib.purdue.edu/agents/corporate_entities/378
https://indianahistory.org%0d
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President’s Note: 
HELLO, MY FRIENDS! 

I hope you are all having a good summer!  
Our gardens in, we are spending time in the 
pool and just plain relaxing.  We  had a good 
time making the incredibly cute Bumble 
Bee Flower Pots and no two were alike.  We 
have a Sew Day on June 27th from 9 am to 2 
pm (bring a dish to share).  On July 7th we 
have an Executive Committee council 
meeting at 6 pm at the C.O.B.  Please mark 
your calendars for Noodle Making on 
August 2nd at 9 am at the Exhibit Hall. 
 

“Some days are better, some days are worse.  Look 
for the blessing instead of the curse.  Be positive, 
stay strong, and get 
enough  rest.  You 
can’t do it all, but you 
can do your best.” 

Martha 

I M P O R TA N T  DAT E S  

JUL 4 Independence Day observed—Extension Office closed 

JUL 7 EH Board/Council—6 pm, COB 

JUL 18-21 4-H Summer Judging—Fairgrounds 

JUL 25 Sew Day—9 am-3pm, COB 

JUL 25-27 23rd Annual NVON Conference—Evansville, IN 

JUL 29-AUG 21 Indiana State Fair (Closed Mondays & Tuesdays) 

JUL 31 Membership lists and club books due 

AUG 2 Noodle-Making—9 am, Exhibit Hall 

AUG 12 100th Anniversary—6-8 pm, UMC, Auburn 

AUG 22 Fall District Meeting—LaGrange Co. 

AUG 24-26 NE Indiana Homemaker’s Camp-Shiloh Park, Marion IN 

SEP 8 EH Board/Council—6 pm, COB 

*COB indicates lower level of the County Office Bldg. at 215 E. 9th St., Auburn.  
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Purdue Fast Start 
Many promising students will now have the opportunity to take 

their first steps toward a Purdue degree with the new Purdue  

Fast Start program.  Through Purdue's partnership with 

ModernStates.org, a website featuring more than 30 free,  

high-quality courses, you can gain assured admission to Purdue 

by earning free college credit. This partnership will create new 

opportunities for Indiana students to take giant leaps in their 

education with a new pathway to Purdue University.  

purdue.university/faststart 
 


