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GENERAL MINI 4-H RULES:

1. You must be in 1st or 2nd grade at the time you sign up for this project.

2. You must enroll in the Mini 4-H Cat project.

3. Your Mini 4-H project will receive a Mini 4-H ribbon at project judging.

4. Your Mini 4-H Cat exhibit can be either a cat that is shown in a special class for Mini 4-H’ers AND/OR a Mini 4-H Cat Poster that will be checked in and judged on the Saturday designated in the handbook from 7:30-9 a.m.  

5. Each Mini 4-H member may show his or her cat or the family cat.

6. For show:

a. Cats need to have either a collar or harness AND a leash.

b. Cats should be brought to and from the fair in a cage or carrier.  Inexpensive, sturdy cardboard carriers are available from your local veterinarian or a pet store.

7. Your cat needs to have proper vaccinations.  All cats are required to have feline Panleukopenia, feline rhinotracheitis, calicivirus, and test negative for feline leukemia.  All cats over 3 months of age must be vaccinated for rabies by a licensed, accredited veterinarian.  If cats do not have proof of inoculation on the day of the show, they will not be allowed to participate in the show.  Therefore, the Mini 4-H’er needs to bring the “Certificate of Vaccination for the 4-H Cat Project” (4-H 777) with their cat on show day.  A licensed veterinarian must complete this form and sign it.

EXHIBIT AND COMPLETION GUIDELINES FOR THE MINI 4-H CAT PROJECT:

1. Bring your cat, certified vaccination form, and completed Mini 4-H record sheet (included in this manual) with you to the Cass County 4-H Cat Show. Remember to bring it in a carrier and with a collar or harness AND leash.

                                                     AND/OR
2. Bring your Mini 4-H Cat Poster and complete Mini 4-H record sheet to the 4-H judging on Saturday, as named in the handbook, between 7:30 - 9 a.m. The poster must be displayed horizontally, 14” X 22”, mounted on a firm backing, covered in clear plastic, and leave space in the lower right-hand corner for the exhibit card the Purdue Extension staff will provide. Your poster topic can be about you and your cat or any topic about cats.

3. Complete the Mini 4-H record sheet (included in this manual) and turn it in at the Cass 4-H Cat Show as designated in the handbook.                                                                                                                                                                      
MINI PROJECTS INVOLVING POSTERS - 14"X 22" POSTERS SHOULD BE DISPLAYED HORIZONTALLY. IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO MOUNT YOUR POSTER ON PLYWOOD, FOAMBOARD, CARDBOARD, OR OTHER STURDY MATERIALS TO STIFFEN IT. POSTERS SHOULD ALSO BE COVERED WITH CLEAR PLASTIC TO [image: image3.wmf]PROTECT THEM. APROPRIDE-SIZED SLEEVES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE EXTENSION OFFICE. LEAVE SPACE IN THE LOWER RIGHT-HAND CORNER FOR THE EXHIBIT CARD THE PURDUE EXTENSION STAFF WILL PROVIDE . 
A CAT’S BODY

Cats are graceful and quick, playful and curious.  These special qualities make them beautiful and fun to have as pets.  But these same traits were originally developed in cats to make them better hunters. 

Today’s house cats are descended from African wild cats that had to hunt to stay alive.  A pet cat’s dinner may come from the supermarket, but much of its nature is inherited from its wild ancestors.  And its body is still a hunter’s body, designed by nature to capture and kill small rodents.

The cat’s special skeleton makes its body extra limber and flexible.  Because of its small collarbones and narrow chest, the cat can slip through tight places.  Its forefeet almost step in each other’s tracks, so it can walk easily on a path only two inches wide.  Creeping through underbrush, it can come up silently on unsuspecting prey.

A cat also has a super flexible spine.  Unlike most animals, it can arch its back into a half circle.  This flexible backbone lets a cat turn and twist in pursuit of prey.  It also gives the animal a longer stride, since the back flexes as the cat runs.  So, for a short distance, a cat can go faster than a dog of the same size.  

The cat’s powerful muscles work with its flexible skeleton to allow it to move fast.  Cats can leap into the air, slink rapidly along the ground, and pounce like lightning on a tiny spot.

[image: image4.wmf]Strong muscles are also needed to move extra slowly.  When it stalks, a cat has to move in “slow motion” so the prey will not notice it creeping up.  To outwait a mouse, a cat often freezes as still as a stone for very long periods.  Its strong muscles allow it to stay still for much longer than a person could.

After catching the prey, the cat uses its four dagger-like canine teeth to make the kill.  Again, instinct plays a part in this phase of the hunt.  The cat always delivers the killing bite to the same spot:  the nape of the neck.

The cat has other kinds of teeth too.  The twelve tiny teeth in front are the incisors.  They are too small for biting and are used for scraping the last shreds of meat from bones.

Toward the rear of the mouth are fourteen large teeth known as molars.  The molars of human beings and many other mammals are flat on top and are used for chewing and grinding.  But cat molars are sharp and come together like scissor blades.  Cats do not chew, instead, they use the molars for cutting meat into pieces small enough to swallow.  For this reason, a cat bites a chunk of meat on the side of its mouth instead of in the front, as a human being would.  

The cat’s paws are also excellent tools for hunting.  The soft footpads and the fur between the toes give the cat its silent walk, so necessary for hunting by stealth. 

Hidden within the front paws are the cat’s hooked claws, used for grabbing and holding prey.  These claws are sharper than any other mammals, and the cat keeps them that way by scratching them often on trees, furniture, or a post.

Usually, the front claws stay safely inside the paws, where they are protected and stay sharp.  When the cat wants to use the claw, it extends them with a system of muscles, tendons, and elastic ligaments.  Claws that can go in and out this way are called “retractile”.

The claws on the cat’s back feet are not retractile, and the tips stick out of the fur.  They are not as sharp as the front claws because they get worn down from walking, just as dog’s toenails do.  A cat hardly ever uses its back claws as weapons, but if attacked by a larger animal, it will defend itself by rolling over on its back and clawing with all four feet.

Cats use great muscle power and energy when hunting and defending themselves.  However, because their heart and lungs are small for their body size, they tire easily.  Therefore, cats are not usually lively for very long periods.  Instead, they spend time resting after each spurt of activity.

For hunting, cats rely first and foremost on their vision.  But their second most important sense is their hearing.  Cats can hear many sounds that are too faint or too high for the human ear.  They are most sensitive to high pitched sounds like the squeaks of kittens or mice.  The funnel shaped outer ears can be tuned to pinpoint sounds.

The cat’s sense of touch also tells it about its surroundings.  The footpads and the hairless skin on the nose are sensitive to touch.  You will often see a cat testing a new object by patting it with its paw and then by touching it with its nose.

The cat’s whiskers are organs of touch, too.  These extra-thick hairs grow on the upper lips, cheeks, chin, over the eyes, and on the inside of the forelegs.  The chin whiskers can feel a piece of food on the ground that the cat doesn’t see.  The lip whiskers can help a cat decide whether an opening is wide enough to squeeze through.  And the foreleg whiskers can signal that a mouse is trying to escape the paws.  

The cat has a good sense of smell, for there are about sixty-seven million cells inside its nose that pick-up odors.  Yet the cat does not use this sense very much in hunting.  Instead, a cat’s nose gives it information about other cats.  Just by smelling, cats can tell if another cat is a stranger or someone they know.

Cats and many other animals have an unusual sense organ in the roof of the mouth.  It is known as Jacobson’s organ, and it gives the animal a special sense that is a combination of taste and smell.  Male cats use this sense to tell whether females are ready to mate.  When a cat makes a strange face that looks like a grimace of disgust, it is actually testing an odor by pressing the tongue against the opening in the mouth that leads to Jacobson’s organ.

A cat’s body is protected from cold and wet by its sleek fur.  The coat has two layers; the outer fur, which consists of longer, courser hairs; and the under fur, which is soft and downy.  The undercoat is what insulates it against cold, and when summer comes, a cat shed it.
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House Cats and Short-haired Cats

As a rule, ordinary house cats require no special grooming.  They use their tongues to wash themselves several times a day and keep their fur shiny and free of dust.  But cats usually like to be brushed.  This is especially important at shedding time.  The cat should be brushed from head to tail and then a damp cloth used, in the same direction, to remove loose hair and shine their coat.

Brushing a cat is also a good opportunity to check for ticks and fleas.  When your cat is lying in your lap, you can also have a good look at its ears and check them for mites and dirt.

Long-haired Cats

Grooming long-haired cats is more time consuming.  Long-haired cats have to be combed thoroughly at least once a week.  In the spring and fall, when the old fur is shed and a new coat grows in, daily combing is necessary to keep the fine hair of the undercoat from getting matted.  You need two metal combs for this procedure.  Start with the coarser toothed comb, and then go over the whole cat again with the fine comb, paying special attention to the undercoat on the belly and between the legs.

BATHING

As a rule, you should bathe a cat only if it is very dirty or if the treatment of a disease requires it.  Bathe your cat in a well heated room.  Place it in a tub with lukewarm water.  Do not scare your cat by running or spraying water on it.  Scoop up some water from the tub in your hand and pour it over the fur.  The head should stay dry.  After the bath, you should rub the fur dry with a prewarmed towel and let the cat dry completely in a warm room.

CLAWS

Cats that go outside take care of their claws themselves.  They sharpen them on trees with obvious enjoyment.  It is advisable to trim the claws on their front paws once or twice a year with special nippers.  Make sure you cut off only the tip of the claw, the part that does not have blood vessels.  You should cut your cat’s claws two days ahead of any cat show out of consideration for the judges.
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                     CHECKING THE MOUTH AND TEETH 














Both ordinary and pedigreed cats have a tendency to develop calculus and inflamed gums.  This causes bad breath, excessive production of saliva, and difficulties in eating.  Check the teeth of your cat regularly.  If treatment is necessary, you have to consult the veterinarian. 
COMMERCIAL FOOD

Canned Food

Canned cat food is ideal.  It is always ready to use, can be stored, is easy to take along on trips, and contains all the necessary vitamins, minerals, and trace elements.

Canned cat foods contain not only meat but also grains and vegetables and food yeast.  The proportions of protein, fat, carbohydrates, vitamins, and trace elements are very similar to those found in the natural prey of cats.

Dry Food
Dry food is also a complete food and available in different flavors.  The difference between it and canned food is that it contains less water.  That is why it is important that a cat that is fed dry food always have fresh water available.  Dry food is more concentrated and has more food value than canned food, and your cat does not need to eat as much of it to cover its energy needs.

Feeding Times
Cats have no regular eating schedule in nature.  Get your cat used to regular mealtimes and uniform amounts of food.  A kitten should be fed two to four times a day, a grown cat once or twice.  The food should be at room temperature, never hot or cold.

Amount of Food
Both ordinary and pedigreed cats eat what they need and as much as their appetite dictates.  Male cats eat more than females, and neutered animals tend to put on weight and should be fed sparingly.  The food of pregnant cats should be increased somewhat and given in three or four smaller meals a day.  Give a nursing cat plenty of food and let her eat as much of it as she needs.  Cats are individualists in eating as in everything else.
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ESPECIALLY TO MINI 4-H PARENTS – “THE ONLY THING YOU CAN GIVE A CHILD THAT NO ONE ELSE CAN GIVE HIM IS WHAT YOU GIVE OF YOURSELF”

I TOOK HIS HAND AND FOLLOWED

My dishes went unwashed today,

I didn’t make the bed,

I took his hand and followed

Where his eager footsteps led.

Oh yes, we went adventuring,

My little son and I . . . . . .

Exploring all the great outdoors,

Beneath the summer sky.

We waded in a crystal stream,

We wandered through a wood . . .

My kitchen wasn’t swept today,

But life was gay and good.

We found a sun dappled glade,

And now my small son knows,

How Mother Bunny hides her nest,

Where jack-in-the-pulpit grows.

We watched a robin feed her young,

We climbed a sunlit hill . . . . . . . . 

Saw cloud-sheep scamper through the sky,

We plucked a daffodil.

That my house was neglected,

That I didn’t brush the stairs,

In twenty years, no one on earth

Will know, or even care.

But that I’ve helped my little boy,

To noble manhood grow,

In twenty years, the whole wide world

May look and see and know.
MINI 4-H CAT RECORD SHEET

NAME_________________________________________ DATE_________________

What is your cat’s name? ________________________________________________

How old is your cat? ____________________________________________________

Is your cat a male or female? _____________________________________________

Is your cat long or short-haired? __________________________________________

What color(s) is your cat? ________________________________________________

What did you feed your cat? ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

What did you like about the Mini 4-H Cat project? _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

What was one thing you learned in Mini 4-H Cats? ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Leader Signature ________________________________ Date ______
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