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Nutrition

Introduction

Feeding your rabbit a propet, well-balanced
diet is an essential part of raising a healthy
animal, Proper feeding affects the quality of a
rabbit’s fur or wool, its meat quality, and its
overall condition. Information in this chapter
will teach you about the rabbit’s digestive sys-
tem, the essential nutrients required by rabbits,
and how to feed a well-balanced diet.
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Digestive System

Rabbits are MONOgastric herbivores. Their
stomachs are non»compartmentalized, similar
to humans and pigs. They also have an en-
larged cecum and colon (hindgut), like that of
the horse and guinea pig. Bacterial growth oc-
curs in the hindgut and is somewhat similar to
the rumen of cattle and sheep. The bacteria in
the hindgut plays a significant role in the diges-
tive process, nutrient requirement, and gener-
ally types of feedstuffs rabbits can utilize.
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1. How many breeds of rabbits are recognized by the American Rabbit Breeders Association?  ____________
2. ARBA stands for: ____________________________________
3. A good resource to learn about the different breeds is called the: ________

____________________________________________________________

4. Why would raising a crossbred rabbit be good to start with?_____________

____________________________________________________________
5.  Why would you want a purebred rabbit?  ___________________________

____________________________________________________________
List 5 different diseases or health conditions that can affect rabbits.  

1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
4. ______________________
5. ______________________
Draw pictures of the following types of body conformation:





6. Label the parts of the digestive system 


















Semi-arch type





Full arch type

















Commercial type





Cylindrical type


















































Answers can be found in the OSU Rabbit Resource Handbook – 4-H 228R.
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