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Mini 4-H Parent’s Page

Welcome to the Mini 4-H Program! Mini 4-H is designed for youth and
allows them to explore a variety of project areas.

Your child received this project manual when enrolling in Mini 4-H. This
manual will provide fun, age-appropriate learning activities throughout
their year(s) in Mini 4-H and their interest in this project.

As a Mini 4-H parent, your job will be guide and encourage your child
through the activity. It is strongly suggested that you do not complete the
activities for them. Instead, help them, guide them, work with them, and
let them do all they possibly can. The 4-H motto is “learn by doing” and is
the best educational tool we can provide for youth.

Additionally, the Mini 4-H program is set up to allow your child to exhibit a
project at the 4-H Fair. This project is based on information in this
manual.

The 4-H Fair is an exciting time for 4-H members and families. It is a
week that allows community youth to showcase their talents, interests, and
enthusiasm for learning.

Mini 4-H is fun! Your child will certainly enjoy it. You can have fun too, by
guiding and helping as your child participates in the program. Encourage
and praise your child as he/she has fun learning and sharing with you.

If you have any questions regarding Mini 4-H or other 4-H programs,
please feel free to contact your local Extension Office.

It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities, and facilities
without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an
Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in alternative formats.
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Mini 4-Her's Page

Welcome to Mini 4-H! You are now a member of the 4-H family. You are a
special person.

Mini 4-Hers have lots of fun! There are lots of activities for you to
explore. You can try new things. You can share it with your friends and
family.

Mom, Dad, or another adult can help you with your project. Bring your
project to the 4-H Fair and lots of people will be able to see what you have
done. You also get a ribbon made just for Mini 4-Hers.

Things to Know About 4-H

The 4-H Symbol: A four-leaf clover with an "H" in
each leaf.

The 4-H Colors: Green and white

The 4-H Motto: To make the best, better.

The 4-H Pledge: I pledge my HEAD to clearer thinking,
my HEART to greater loyalty,

my HANDS to larger service, and

my HEALTH to better living, for my club,
my community, my country, and my world.




Activity 1 — Tree Parts

The main PCIF"E'S O'FO ‘l’ree are ‘H1e |eoves, bronches, +F‘Uf‘l;<, cnd POO+S. The Eecves are

cchched +O 'I'WISS on 'H'Ie bronches. The |ec|ves, +WI9$ and bronches ‘|‘oge'|’her are

called the erown. The branches are attached to the i‘op '
of the trunk of the tree. The trunk of the tree is the

N crown

mldc"e PCII’“]' O]C ‘H"IG Jrree. The P00+S are cH’cched 'f'O 'H’1€ ﬁ&o
bO'H'OTTl O‘F 'H’]E +runf< cnd are mosHy under 'H‘Ie gl"OUﬂd. “;ﬁ ‘

Things you need:
- crayons or markers - ercpIer

- SCISSOrs

What you do:
|. Color the tree on the Tree Activity Poge.
Z. Cut dlong the dotted lines on the Tree Parts Activity Page.
3. Lay the Tree Parts Ac+ivi+y Page on top of the Tree Ac'l‘ivi‘l‘y Page.\
Staple where you see this &~
LI’. FOIC] del( eGCI‘l ﬂCl'p, one G‘]‘ a +ime, +0 m(]l(e 0. CIOOr 350 'you can see +I'le POI"'['

of the tree the label is naming.
Things 'fo. talk about:

CFOWH. brcnches, +WI95 leaves, 'h"l.ll’ll(, FOO']'S, 'I'OP boHom, midcﬂe under‘. over

. Help children compare their own body par"l‘s to the Por'l‘s of a tree. Compcre
the +wigs to ﬂngers and tees. the bark to skin. the branches to their arms and
Iegs. etc.

2. For groups, make a |ar9e tree out of paper. Encour‘oge each child to make an
apple out of paper. Roll up a small piece of tape on the back of each child's apple.
Blindfold each child in turn and have them "PEn the oppie on the tree’

Excerp+ed from Mini H-H Trees, Purdue Universi+y Cot-)pechrive Extension Service.
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Fold her‘e

Fold here

Fold here

. Fold here

Tree Parts Ac‘HvH‘y Page

CI"OWI"I

Leaves. Branches

and Twigs













Activity 2—How Old Are Trees?

layer of wood to their trunk. You can

find out how old a tree is by counting

the rings. Start in the middle with

the oldest ring and count all the rings 2

Every year trees add one ring or 1

until you get to the outside ring. The
number of rings you counted is the
number of years old a tree is.

This tree is 3 years old. / 3

©

How old is this tree? How old is this tree?

years old years old

How old are you? On a piece of paper draw a tree with the same number of rings in it
as your age. (Hint: It is easiest to start with the center ring and add rings around it.)



Activity 3—Branches

Brclnches gr‘_ow 'FPOIT'I 'H’1€ +I"Uﬂl($ O'F '1'!"965. MOS'[' brcnches I”IOVB ‘I‘ngs |eaves. bUdS.

or flowers 9rowing from them.

Leaves grow on different trees in different ways. Some trees have leaves that

grow s+raigh+ across the +wi9 from other leaves.

This is called Opposi'l‘e

and looks like this ﬁ

Some ‘|'rees |‘|cwe |ecve§_+ha+ ’9T‘OW, S0 'H‘uey are no‘|‘ S+FG|9E‘I+ across 'H18 +WI9 ‘Fr‘om

other leaves.

This is called
and looks like this 2 g |

Things you need:

- Leaf Ac'l‘ivi‘l‘y que _ - sciesors

- Opposi+e Ma*ching Page - 9|ue

- Alternate Mcrfching Page - crayons
th']' yOU do:

|. Color dll the leaves on the Leaf Ac'l‘ivi‘l‘y Pase.
2. Cut uiong the dotted lines on the Leaf Ac+ivi'|'y F’ase. Children more

experienced with scissors may choose to cut out the leaves using the solid

black lines. '
3. Glue leaves in the boxes on the Oppoei+e Ma‘l‘ching Page and the
Alternate Ma'l‘ching che to match the PoHerns on each page.

Things to talk about:
OpposiJre. alternate, Pc++erns, mq+chin9. same, different
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Opposite Matching Page

_________________________________________

S j _________________
I
‘ Opposite I Match This%%
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Alternate Matching Page

ﬂ

/
Match This 4 |

r
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Activity 4—Leaves

Leaves are helpful fo trees. They use sunshine to make food for the tree to help
it grow. Feel the leaves. Are 'H'ney smooth or fuzzy? Do 'Hwey feel more rough on
one side than the otherT All leaves do the somejob even if ‘|‘|'1e>/ don't all look the
same. | he bottom side of leaves have veins or ridges on them. The veins help the

|e0ves +0 9e+ Wcr['er $0 '['hey can 9FOW.

Tree leaves come in many different sizes and shopes. LLeaves can be bigger than
)/OUI" hond or SmCl”er‘ 'H"ICIn )’OUF qulles+ 'Fingel‘. Mdny [ecves I—]GVe ShGPeS +h0+ i00|<
like other H‘uings. A leaf can lock like a fan, a star, a mitten or a needle. Other

leaves have shqpes all their own.

I_GGVES can be m_any di{{eren'f COiOI‘_S. In 'H‘Ie ‘summer mos_+ |eGV857 are gr‘,een IDU+
some can be ye”ow, PUI"PIe. or O'H"lel"‘ COEOI"S. Mdny leaves chdnge COIOI"‘ in ‘H1e 'FG”

Some CO!OI"‘S }(OU mlgh‘l' see are red. 80Ed ye”ow. orqnge, GHCI bl"OWﬂ.

Trees called evergreens have leaves that s+cy green all year. Some evergreen
leaves are shcped like needles and some have scales on them. Most trees lose dll
their leaves in the fall of the year but evergreen trees i<eep their leaves even in

the winter .

Things you need:

- Leaf Name Acﬁvi‘]‘y Page - scissors
- 2 Leaf Book Ac‘l‘ivi‘l‘y Pages - crayons or markers
- sjrapler = 9lue

.Wha'i' you do:

|. Color all leaves on the Z Leaf Book Activity Pages. Lay these
pages aside.

2. CU'I' +[’]e ShGPes W|+h names O‘F IeGVeS on ‘H‘Iem -From +he Lec{.‘ que
Activity Page. |

3. Glue each shape where it goes on the Leaf Book Ac‘l‘ivi‘l‘y ches.

4 Cut olon9 dotted lines of both Leaf Book Ac{‘ivi‘fy Poges.

5. S+cp|e POSGS +oge+her ']'O mc|<e a bOOI(. Be sure +O PU+ 'H”le Poge WI'H‘I 'H"Ie

title on it on the top.
17
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Leaf Name Activity Page
. Black
Walnut

White
Odk

White Pine

Red Cedar

: SUSGI‘ MGPIE
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7\_Y |_eaf Book

PO o w w ow w mw oW W
|

‘ll]lll]!l!l‘!lllllllllIllllllbill'llIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII"'IIIII

tunnmmnnut
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Activity 5 — Animal Homes

Materials you might need:

pencil paper
crayon magazine
scissors glue

14" x 22" poster board camera — optional

Make a poster with pictures cut from a magazine or pictures taken

with a camera of animals that make their homes in trees. A title for your poster
could be "Animals That Live in Trees." Use 5 to 7 picture on your poster. —OR—
Draw and color a picture of an animal and its home in a tree such as a bird in a
nest in a tree, or a squirrel or raccoon in a hole in a tree.

Materials you might need:

pencil chart clipboard

Activity 6 — Test Your Senses

paper glue or tape container for collecting items

Take a walk in the woods. List in the chart below what you saw, smelled, heard,
or fouched. List 5 to 7 things in your chart. Use one white piece of paper for
each sense — saw, smelled, heard, and touched. Write or draw what you saw,
smelled, heard, or touched. If you collected any items, place or glue them to the
piece of paper. Use colored construction paper for the front and back and
staple together. Put a title and your name on your "Senses Book."

My Forestry Senses

What I Saw What I Smelled| What I Heard What I Touched
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