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Mini 4-H Parent’s Page

| Welcome to the Mini 4-H Program! Mini 4-H is designed for youth
to explore a variety of project areas.

Your child received this project manual when enrolling in Mini 4-H.
This manual will provide fun, age-appropriate learning activities
throughout their year(s) in Mini 4-H and their interest in this project.

As a Mini 4-H parent, your job will be to guide and encourage your
child through the activity. It is highly suggested that you do not
complete the activities for them. Instead, help them, guide them,
work with them, and let them do all that they possibly can. The 4-H
motto is "learn by doing" and is the best educational tool that we can
provide for youth.

Additionally, the Mini 4-H program is set up to allow your child to
exhibit a project at the 4-H Fair. This project is based upon
information within this manual.

The 4-H Fair is an exciting time for 4-H members and families. It is a
time that allows community youth to showcase their talents, interests,
and enthusiasm for learning.

Mini 4-H is fun! Your child will certainly enjoy it. You can have fun too,
by guiding and helping as your child participates in the program.
Encourage and praise your child as he/she has fun learning and sharing
with you.

If you have any questions regarding Mini 4-H or other 4-H programs,
please contact your local Extension Office.

Developed by Area VII Extension Youth Educators
Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service

It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities, and
facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability or status as a veteran. Purdue
University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in alternative formats.



Mini 4-Her's Page

Welcome to Mini 4-H! You are now a member of the 4-H family. You
are a special person.

Mini 4-Hers have lots of fun! There are lots of activities for you to
explore. You can try new things. You can share it with your friends
and family.

Mom, Dad, or another adult can help you with your project. Bring your
Er'ojec‘r to the 4-H Fair and lots of people will be able to see what you
ave done. You also get a ribbon made just for Mini 4-Hers.

Things to Know About 4-H

The 4-H Symbol: A four-leaf clover with an "H" in
each leaf.

The 4-H Colors: Green and white

The 4-H Motto: To make the best, better. 18USC 707

The 4-H Pledge: I pledge my HEAD to clearer thinking,
my HEART to greater loyalty,

my HANDS to larger service, and

my HEALTH to better living, for my club,
my community, my country, and my world.




Bugs! Bugs! Everywhere You Look!

Almost onywhere you look you can find bugs. Some bugs crawl on the 9round,
and some bugs ﬂy in the air. Most bugs are outside, but some bugs migH be in
your house. There are bugs that have lots of color and are easy to see. Other
bugs look like the Jrhings around them and are very hard to see. Some bugs make

noises, ond some bugs are so %Uie'l’ )’OU mcy ﬂ0+ even know H'wey are cround

Most bugs are insects. Aninsect has 3 body parts and 6 legs. The 3 body parts
are called the head. thorax, and abdomen. The head is the first part. The head
usuo”y has the eyes and the feelers or antennae. The thorax is the middle part
where all 6 |e95 are attached. The abdomen is the very last part. The abdomen
is like your +ummy. If the bu9 iIs a 9ir|, the abdomen is the Pcr+. of the insect that

contains the eqggs.




Activity 1—What Makes an Insect

Thlngs yOU need

- Insec+ BOdy PGP+S AC%IV!{'Y PQSG - SCiSSOI"‘S
- INSGC+ BOdy PGP+5 /A\C'['IVI'I'Y Page 2 - S+cp[er

- CFO)’OHS or morkers

Whet you do:
|. Color the insect on the Insect Body Farts Activity Page.
2. Cut along the dotted lines on Insect Body Parts Ac'l‘ivi‘l’y Poge 2.
3. Lay the Insect Body Parts Activity Page 2 on fop of the Insect Body
Parts Activity Page.
4. S+ap|e where you see Y
5. Fold back each flap, one at a time, to make a door so.you can see the

Par+ of the insect the word on the ﬂcp is ncming.

I Encouroge ch!idren '{'O COI’T\PGI"G 'H'lEII" own IDOdy POI"'I'S 'I'O '|'he bOd)’ PGF"}'S O'!(" an
IDS€C+ Compore +he number O'F Iegs wher‘e Iegs are G++OCI‘I€C! e'{“c

2-. EDCOUFOSE ch:ldren +0 SCUF‘I’“)/ |||<e a SPICI@I" ﬂOG'I' EII(E a buHerﬂy ond IEGP |1|<e
& SFOSS[’]OPPGF. HOW mony more WG)/S can yOU ‘Hmn|< O'F 'HWG"' bugs move?

3. USiﬂS ‘H\e Jrune O'F"HGGCI, SE‘IOUldeI"S, Knees. (JI"ICE TOGS“ sing H‘ue WOPdS "Heod,
'H'TOFCIX. cbdomen, {egs. HECId, 'H10FGX, abdomen, legs. Heod, 'H'IOI"QX. cbc]omen,
Iegs. InsechS are our 'Fr%ends,“ Be sure '1'0 POiﬂ'!' ']'O GGCH bOC]Y PCIF+ as yOE..I

sin9 it






Insect Body Parts Activity Page







Insect Body Parts Activity Page 2
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Activity 2—Spiders Are Not Insects

What about spiders? Are spiders insects? In Ac+ivi‘|’y- | we learned that insects
have 6 |e95 and 3 body PorJrs. Spiders are not insects because H‘xey have & legs
and 2 body PorJrs. The first body par]l of an insect is the head and the second
body Pcr+ is the thorax. The head of an insect and the thorax of an insect are
two different body PorJrs. But the head and the thorax of a spider are made
Jrogejrher‘ and are only one body quJr. This boc]y Por‘l‘ is called the cephalo+horux
(SEF ah low thor ax). The legs of a spider are attached at the cepfwclo*}horux.
The abdomen of the spider has spinner‘e+s and the par+ that |oys the eggs. The
spinnere'l‘s have tubes in them. Spiders make webs from the silky fiber that

comes OU+ O'F Jrhe spinnereJrS. .

Things y_ou‘_need: S
- Spider Parts Ac’rivijry Page - Scissors
- Spider Parts Ac+ivi+y Puge 2 - Stapler

- CF‘G}’OHS or I'T]CIF‘(EI‘S

What you do
|. Color the sPider on the Spider Parts /\c{'ivﬁ'y Page.
2. Cut dlong the dotted lines on the Spider Parts Activity Page 2.
3. Loy the Spider Parts Ac'l’ivﬁ'y Page 2 on {'op of the Spicler Parts
Ac’rivify che. Staple where you see this A
4. Fold back each ﬂaP. one at a time, fo make a door so you can see the

Pchr of the sPider the word on the ﬂap is nami-ng.

|. Create math prob|ems using insects and spiders, For exump|e ask how many
|e-95 there would be if you cauthr 3 insects and | sPider. Answer is 26 legs.
Insect |egs ecLuc:| 18 (3 times 6) P|us g spider legs.
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Spider Parts Activity Page







Spider Parts Activity Page 2

)

Fold Here

CGP"IQIO'H’\OI"OX

Fold Here

Fold Here

;< : Abdomen







Activity 3 — Make a Butterfly

MOS+ bUgS hOVG 'H'le same CO;OI’" GFTC; design on H‘ne IE'F'E' sicJe cmd on 'H"Ie FI9["|+ side.
I'F a bug i’IOS Q b|ue s+ripe Cll"ld a red dO‘i' on 'H')e ie‘H side, 'H‘le bUS WI” USUC}”)/ hcve

a biue s‘h‘ipe and a red dot on the rigH’ side. too. Make your own symmejrricof
bm“rerﬂy below.

Things you need:

- Bu'H'erﬂy Symme_‘fr'y : -8 1/2 x | 1" construction paper
Ac‘l‘ivi‘]‘y Page - Several colors of PainJr
- Scissors - Scotch +0Pe

- Chenille stems

What you do '

|. Fold construction paper in half like a book.

2. Cut the BuHerﬂy Symme‘h‘y Ac+ivi+y Page
olong dotted line. Place the Bu‘H‘erﬂy
Symme'l‘ry Ac+ivi+y Poge on +op of the folded
construction paper. Be sure the cut edge 1S on
the fold.

3. Cut the buHerﬂy shape out. Be sure not to
cut qlong the fold where the body of the bu'H'erﬂy is.

L}. Unfo|d H1e PGPef‘. YOU ShOU]Cl l'mve a buHerﬂy SHGPE‘. COFE'FU“)/ Odd
dO+S O'F COIOT‘GCI POin'} +O ITIOE(G a design on one wmg O'F 'H\e bu‘Herﬂy.

|
m——— - g

b Corefu”y, press both wings ’rogeﬂwer. What hcppened to the design you
made with PdimL on one of the buHerﬂy's wings? Is your bu‘Herﬂy
symme+ricaf?

6. Finish your buHerﬂy by +cping on chenille stem antennas.
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Butterfly Symmetry Activity Page

BuHerﬂy Symme+ry Ac+ivi+y F’cge

PIGCE on 'FOH PIOCE on 'FOICI

|. Make a vorieer of butterflies. Use yarn to connect them to a wire hcnger to
create a mobile of butterflies. '
2. Encourcge children to create a diorama in a shoebox for their bug. Use Huings

from nature to make it redlistic.






Activity 4—Bugs That Live Alone

Mdny kinds of bugs live most of their lives by themselves. Butterflies and spiders
are exomp|es of bugs that live alone. Butterflies take shelter under leaves and in
bushes to Pro+ec+ themselves from the wind and rain. Butterflies flit ol around
and don't rea"y have a Pfcce H‘ney call home. Butterflies start their lives out as
eqgs. When the eggs hatch a ccﬁerpi”or comes out. The cc+erpi|fc:r eats and eats
until it 9e+s big. Then the cc+erpi||c1r makes a chrysq!is, (KRIS a lis) a sort of
cocoon or Pouch around itself where it s‘}ays until it becomes a buHerﬂy. The
buHerﬂy's wings are wet when it first comes out of the chrysa“s so the buHerﬂy
has to dry its wings before it can ﬂy away.

V\/hcﬂ' you need: )
- The Life of a BuHer‘ﬂy - The Life of @ BuHerﬂy

/’\cﬁvi*y P age /\c'l‘ivﬂ’y Poge 2
- Scissors - Brass. Pronged fastener
Whet to do:
|. Cut out the circle on the The Life of a BuHerﬂy Ac{'ivi'l'y Page. Lay
it aside.

2. Cut out the circle on the The Life of a BuHerﬂy /\c+ivi+y Pcrge 2. Be
sure to cut olOng the doHe_& lines and remove that section of the circle

to moke a window.

3. Place the circle from The Life of a BuHerﬂy f\cﬁvi’ry que 2 on _Jrop
of the circle from The Life of a BuHerﬂy /\c{‘ivi'l'y Page and punch
the pronged fastener through the center of both circles. Be sure to fold
out the prongs on the fastener to make sure the circles stay in place.

4. Younow can read The Life of a Butterfly starting the story with the
window over the butterfly eggs. Next move fo the caterpillar, then
the chrysalis. then the butterfly with the damp wings, and
finish the story with the picture of the full-grown

bU'I"I'EI"ﬂy ShOWiﬂS 'H']FOUgh ‘H'me W%ndOW.

T
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The Life of a Butterfly Activity Page
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The Life of a Butterfly Activity Page 2

The Life of a BuHerﬂy
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