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What is a SPARK club?
• Offered to youth in grades 3-12 to SPARK a new 

interest in the county 4-H program

• Intended to capture attention of youth with single 
focus “out of the box” interests

• SIX hours of contact time, allowing flexibility for both 
volunteers and youth
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• Includes a culminating activity to showcase what was 
accomplished during SPARK club sessions  

• Youth may participate in an unlimited number of SPARK 
experiences each year once enrolled in 4-H

• The possibilities are ENDLESS!
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What types of SPARK Clubs have been 
organized in your county? 
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2015/2016 Program Year 
Bicentennial SPARK Club

Session 1: Bicentennial Headquarters
Session 2: Jackson County Visitor Center
Session 3: Jackson County History Center
Session 4: Freeman Field Airport Museum

Session 5: Medora Covered Bridge
Session 6: Jackson County Courthouse

Culminating Activity: The group put together a poster of 
pictures and facts they learned during their experience. The 

poster was on display at the Jackson County Fair. 
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2015/2016 Program Year 

• One new youth recruited to county 4-H program, 
who went on to join a community club

• A visit to the genealogy lab at the History Center 
sparked an interest in the genealogy project of a 
current 4-H member 
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2015/2016 Program Year 

Origami SPARK Club

Session 1: spinning tops, ninja stars
Session 2: spinning tops, ninja stars

Session 3: animals (pigs, cranes, frogs) 
Session 4: animals (pigs, cranes, frogs)

Culminating Activity: Youth left each session with origami 
creations. They also made a poster with pictures to be 

displayed in the 4-H Building at the Jackson County Fair.   
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2015/2016 Program Year 

• Attended Japanese ESL class to recruit volunteers
• One volunteer led origami activities in the 4-H 

Building during the fair as well 
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Huntington County SPARK Clubs – Beginning Crochet
Adult could take the class along with a 
child.
1 mother with 3 children
1 mother with 1 child

Goal was to attract youth to 4-H 
through Arts & Crafts.
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Allen County SPARK Clubs – Gingerbread House
The December Gingerbread House went 
so well they are doing a similar offering 
for Valentine’s Day.

The goal is to attract youth to 4-H 
through an interest for the Cake 
Decorating.
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2016/2017 Program Year 
Science, Technology, Robots…Oh My! 

SPARK Club

Session 1: Engineering
Session 2: HEXBUG Challenges
Session 3: LEGO Robot Building

Session 4: Introduction to LEGO Robot Programming

Culminating Activity: Parents were allowed to come in the last 
ten minutes of each session so that the youth could show 

them what they learned. 
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2016/2017 Program Year 
 16 youth registered within one week of advertising 
 Nine new youth recruited to county 4-H program
 Laptops secured from community partner, JCIDC 
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LaGrange County SPARK Clubs – 2015/2016 Program Year 
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2016/2017 Program Year 
Fire Safety SPARK Club

Session 1: Develop fire exit strategy plan, identify fire 
hazards, learn how to place a 911 call. 

Session 2: Identify three different types of fires and 
practice extinguishing them properly. 

Session 3: Learn about different careers in the 
emergency field and meet various service workers. 

Culminating Activity: Youth will create a poster to be on 
display at the Jackson County Fair, showing the community 

what they learned. 
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Jackson County SPARK Clubs – 2016/2017 Program Year 

• Volunteers secured donations of fire 
extinguishers to be used during the program

• Don walked into my office and asked what was 
new in 4-H, so I told him about SPARK Clubs. He 
left the office and returned two hours later with 
a completed application and an idea for a new 
SPARK Club in Jackson County! 
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Huntington County SPARK Clubs – Science Investigators

5 youth 
participated in 
our first year.
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Allen County SPARK Clubs – Gluten Free

Encouraging youth 
with food allergies 
that they too can be 
part of our 4-H Foods 
project.
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Huntington County SPARK Clubs – Heath Careers
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Allen County SPARK Clubs – Science

Some schools are not 
able to offer HANDS 
ON Science activities.

The youth are having 
a GREAT time 
“playing” with 
science.
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Pork SPARK Club

Session 1: Local farm visit to learn about pigs. 
Session 2: Visit to a local butcher shop.
Session 3: Cookout with pulled pork! 

Culminating Activity: Youth will learn about the process of raising 
a pig for food consumption. They will see pigs on the farm, visit 
the butchering facility, and then finally enjoy a meal of pulled 

pork at the third session! Youth will film a video of their 
experiences to be shared on social media. 
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MOOving ALL Science Forward!

• Animal Science & Agriculture
• Applied Mathematics
• Consumer Science
• Engineering
• Environmental Science & 

Natural Resources
• Life Science
• Technology
• Food Science 
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Huntington County SPARK Clubs – 2016/2017
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Wells County SPARK Clubs – Outdoor Pursuits
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Keys to Success 

• Creative Concepts
 New and exciting

• Consistent Communication
 Press releases, website, social media, 

schools, community organizations  
• Collaboration with Community Connections

 Get to know community leaders 
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Let’s Plan a SPARK Club! 

Key Items to Remember when Planning 
a SPARK Club

• Grades 3-12
• Single focus, out of the box interests

• SIX hours of contact time
• Youth learn something new during each session

• Culminating activity
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What are your SPARK Club ideas? 
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Golf
Tea Time!

Bird Watching

Bug Camp! Winter Survival
Running

Bowling

Web Design
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Questions or Comments? 

schneidh@purdue.edu or 812-358-6101

mailto:schneidh@purdue.edu
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