
Winter 2024 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT   

Mark Your Calendar 

The following are current news items and events that may be of interest to you.  If 
you have any questions regarding any of the information covered in this newsletter, 
please call us at 427-3152. 
    Sincerely,  

    Kyle Weaver, Purdue Extension Educator 

    Julie Threadgill, Purdue Extension Educator 

    Tanya Pike, Office Manager 

 Jr Leader Meetings will be held on the following dates: February 
15, March 7, April 18 & May 16. All meetings will held in the 
Extension office conference room at 6:30 pm. 4-H Members in 
grade 7 or higher are invited to join Junior Leaders.  

 
 Shooting Sports Safety Meetings will be held on February 24 & 

March 9 at 9 am at the Tech Center. Anyone who wishes to 
participate in this project needs to sign up prior to March 1. You 
must currently be in grade 3 or above to participate. Range 
meeting schedules will be handed out at the safety meeting. The 
Outdoor Skills option has been added for this year. 

 
 Beef Tagging will be held on Saturday, February 24 from 7-9 a.m. 

at the fairgrounds. Anyone wanting to participate in the beef 
project, must bring your animals to this event.  All steers and 
commercial heifers must be tagged.  

 
 Annual Extension Meeting will be held on February 26 at the 

Technology Center. Please see page 8 for further information.  
 
 Goat, Sheep & Swine Tagging will be held on Saturday, April 27 

from 7-9 a.m. at the fairgrounds. 
 
 Drop/Add Deadline for projects is May 15. Reminder: All 

livestock must be enrolled online by May 15.     
 

Find us on the internet at:  
https://extension.purdue.edu/Switzerland 

 
Like us on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/purdueextensionswitzerlandcounty/ 

Find us on Instagram:  
@PurdueExtensionSwitzCo 
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2024 Fair Dates 

June 29—July 6. 

Exhibit Hall projects 
are due on  

Saturday, June 29th  
from 8 a.m.-noon 

 

No Exceptions!! 
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Winter  2024 4-H Anno un cements  

2024 4-H Project & Rule Changes 

The following projects have changes for the 2024 fair season. Project requirements will be given with project 

publications & record sheets. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 2024 4-H Camp Jr. Staff 

Plans are currently underway for the 2024 4-H Camp!!! Congratulations to the following 4-Hers who will be 

Counselors  in Training, Counselors or Jr. Directors, at the 2023 4-H camp! Switzerland County will be well 

represented at camp again this year! Camp applications will be available in March. 

Counselors in Training 

• Peyton Cunningham 

• Trinity Hall 

• Mason Jones 

• Taylor Kappes 

• Dalton Slaughter 

• Alayna Smith 

 

 

Counselors 

• Dawson Baker 

• Aryonna Cunningham 

• Amber Detmer 

• Dakota Fields 

• Jenal Flynn 

• Kellen Griffin 

• Ethan Harbert 

• Casen Haskell 

• Luke James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Sydney Louden 

• Briar Pennington 

• Ashton Purvis 

• Peyton Richards 

• Payton Stow 

• Nigil Sullivan 

• Joel Threadgill 

• Maizen Wainscott 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Directors 

• Rosa Jones 

• Madalyn Levell 

• Wyatt McAllister 

• Emily Miller 

• Ethan Rayles 

• Sam Schroer  

 

Animal Projects Changes 

• Goat 

• Poultry 

• Rabbit 

• Sheep 

• Overall Livestock  

 

Exhibit Hall Project Changes 

• Aerospace  

• Electric 

• Garden 

• Genealogy 
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REQUIRED Livestock & Exhibit Hall Project Dates, Deadlines & Requirements 
 

County Identification Dates: 

•Beef—Saturday, February 24, 7-9 am 

•Goat, Sheep, Swine—Saturday, April 27, 7-9 am 

•Poultry/Rabbit—Thursday, June 13, 6-8 pm 

 
 

4HOnline Entry Deadlines: (v2.4honline.com) 

•    Beef and Dairy Beef Steers, Beef Heifers, Beef/Dairy Feeder Calves, Dairy  
Cattle, Goats, Horses, Sheep, and Swine by May 15. 

Instructions for entering livestock information in 4honline will be given to 4-H’er at the county tagging day. 

 
 

Fair Entry Deadlines: (fairentry.com) 

This site is where you will enter your projects in specific classes. Exhibit hall judging books and livestock 
show bills are generated from this site. 

For Example: Photography: Color Prints or  Color Salon Print. 

  Beef: Crossbred market steer. Etc…... 

•All Exhibit Hall & Livestock projects by June 14. 

 
 

Livestock Exhibition Requirements & Dates: 

•1 QLC (formerly YQCA) meeting (March 19 at 6:30 pm, April 2 at 6:30 pm at the tech building & June 22 at 

11 am at the community building) Registration in the event section of your 4honline account is required 
for attendance at this meeting.  

•Premise ID # 

 

County Livestock Auction Requirements & Dates: 

•3 club meetings 

•1 livestock meeting (June 22 at 11 am other dates TBA)  

•1 completed exhibit hall project 

 

NOTES:  

 We have updated the green handbook. Make sure to get a new one this year!  

 You will be given updated project requirements for any projects you are taking that have changes.  

 Publications and record sheets are available at the Extension office.  

 We also have poster board, sleeves. and electric kits available. 





  

AGRICULTURE & HORTICULTURE        Winter 2024 

     Agriculture News 

Purdue Extension  ·  Switzerland County 

Weavers Wisdom 

2024 is finally here. It seems like the new year always brings with it the opportunity to do something 

special. I mean it’s a brand new year full of promise and positive energy. Why else would we spend time 

thinking of a new years resolution? It’s because it makes us feel good to start over and get things done. I 

know that if you are like me you have never actually fulfilled one of those new years resolutions, but we 

keep making them anyway. Maybe this year will be different. Happy New Year! 
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Upcoming  Events: 
 
Tobacco GAPS, PARP, and Annual Update 
February 22, 2024 6 to 8 pm 
Jefferson County Extension Office 
Reservations are required.  
Please contact the Switzerland County Extension Office at 427-3152 for more 
information.   
 
Master Gardener   
February 1 to May 14,  2024 
Applications are due January 31, 2024  
Please contact Kyle at the Switzerland County Extension Office at 427-3152 
for more information. 
 
Navigating Farmland Inheritance (Virtual) 
February 27th and March 5th Noon to 2 pm 
Please contact the Switzerland County Extension Office at 427-3152 for more 
information 
 
Keeping the Business in the Family (A Roadmap to Successful Succession)   
March 12th 9 am to 4 pm at the Decatur County Extension Office in Greensburg  
Please register by calling Decatur County  at 812-663-8388 by March 1st  
Please contact the Switzerland County Extension Office at 427-3152 for more 
information   
 
Extension Annual Meeting 
February 26, 2024 6 pm 
Technology Building  
Reservations are appreciated 
Please contact the Switzerland County Extension Office at 427-3152 for more information.  
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2024 Indiana Small Farm Conference  
 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Registration is open for the 2024 Indiana Small Farm Conference — 
Indiana’s premier annual event for the state’s farming community. The 12th annual conference and trade show 
will take place Feb. 29-March 1 at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds in Danville, Indiana. 
Join this year’s keynote speaker, Michael Kilpatrick, founder of Growing Farmers and host of the top-rated 
“Thriving Farmer Podcast,” to network and learn about thriving in challenging times and adding help to your 
farm. 
Since 2013, the Indiana Small Farm Conference has brought together novice and experienced small-scale 
farmers to benefit from comprehensive, instructive and enjoyable programming about diversified farming and 
local food systems. This year’s conference will offer eight tracks from which attendees can choose sessions 
that interest them: 

• Urban agriculture 

• Vegetable production 

• Business 

• Livestock 

• Resilient agriculture 

• Niche opportunities 

• Equity and food security 
Flowers 
“A new and exciting session called fiber farming will include 
a presentation about sheep, alpaca and rabbit farming for fiber,” said Amy Thompson, Purdue Extension’s 
beginning farmers coordinator and a conference organizer. “There will also be a fruit grafting demonstration 
during the social hour on Thursday evening and several farmer panels and opportunities for networking.” 
For more information or to sign up, visit the Indiana Small Farm Conference website at purdue.ag/sfc. 
Follow the conference on X (formerly known as Twitter) at @SmallFarmPurdue, on Instagram at @purduedffs 
or on Facebook at @PurdueExtensionSmallFarms, with the hashtag #PurdueSmallFarms. 
Writer/Media contact: Nyssa Lilovich, nclilovi@purdue.edu  
Source: Amy Thompson, afthompson@purdue.edu 
 

SOUTHWEST INDIANA HOMESTEADING CONFERENCE MARCH 8-9, 2024 
Purdue Extension will offer the Southwest Indiana Homesteading Conference to help current, beginning, 
and prospective small farmers in the Tri-State area improve and diversify their small farm and homestead 
operations.    
Friday’s sessions focus on food preservation, with topics such as boiling water bath, jams and jellies, pressure 
canning, and fermenting and pickling with hands-on practice in the kitchen. 
Saturday sessions involve an array of small farm presentations, with topics including vegetable production, 
fruit production, soil fertility, composting, beekeeping, backyard poultry, urban agriculture, cover crops, 
organic systems, food storage panel discussion, small business resources, rain harvesting and storage, tools for 
the farm, and mushroom cultivation.  
Conference participants will receive information on production methods and processes from a variety of 
experts to plan for new ventures, improve current production and profitability, and diversify current 
operations.  The event will also feature vendor booths with products and services geared towards small farm 
and homestead operations. Register at bitly.ly/swihc2024 
 

https://extension.purdue.edu/anr/_teams/dffs/small_farm_conference/index.html
https://extension.purdue.edu/anr/_teams/dffs/small_farm_conference/index.html
mailto:nclilovi@purdue.edu
mailto:afthompson@purdue.edu






  

HHS Educator’s Corner Winter 2024 

 
I hope that this winter season finds you healthy and happy.  I can’t believe that we are already into 
February!  I have several things to share with you this month.  If you are finding that the lack of 
sunshine is leaving you lethargic this winter, read all about the small changes you can make in your 
life that will have a huge impact on your overall well being in my article, “ Alleviating The Winter 
Blues– Embracing the Warmth Within” in this month’s newsletter.   
We have another fabulous Purdue recipe.  A warm, protein laden soup will help keep you healthy 
and provide energy & nutrients to fuel your body through the remaining winter months.    
 
I also want to pass along a fun opportunity!                                 
Is there someone in your county who has an undying passion for IEHA; do they exude enthusiasm 
to fellow club members? Do they “get the ball rolling” and encourage 
participation in favorite projects; do they share their love for IEHA with 
others? Are they willing to go the extra mile for their club, county and 
community? 

Then nominate this passionate individual for the ENTHUSIASM AWARD! 
 
Each county may nominate one enthusiastic individual for the Enthusiasm 
Award. Nominees are due to District Representatives by April 1st. The 
awards will be presented at Home & Family Conference in June. 

  
 

        Purdue Extension  ·  Switzerland County 
P.O. Box 175  ·  Vevay, IN 47043 ·  (812) 427-3152  ·  FAX: (812) 427-2818 Page 9 

Dates to Remember: 

Homemaker monthly lessons are available in the Extension Office.  Don’t forget to stop by 
and pick them up. 
 
February - Music’s Effect on Your Health 
March-  Alphabel Soup: Make sense of Minerals & Supplements 
April– Walking for Wellness 
 
HHS Advisory Board Meeting will be held on Monday, February 12th at 11:30 am. 
 
Annual Extension Board Meeting will be held in person on Monday, February 26th at 6:30 
p.m. at the Technology Building. Please join us if you are free. 
 
April 1st– Submit your entries for the “Enthusiam Award” by April 1st to your district repre-
sentative. 
 
Save the Dates! Switzerland County 4-H Fair is June 29th– July 6th, 2024. 

Julie Threadgill 

HHS/4-H Educator 



 

Homemaker  

Headlines 
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